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Our schools offer faith formation
Thank you, Gordon Houser, for “Don’t 
Be Afraid to Learn” (Editorial, Janu-
ary). Some points of interest: “faith 
formation is about daily practices”; 
“faith formation happens communally”; 
“whatever we do—whether eating, 
working, playing, or worshiping—is to 
be done in the context of our faith.”

Mennonite Church USA provides 
tools to facilitate this formation in 
educational settings. Our church 
schools (K-12, colleges and graduate 
level) are valuable resources that offer 
quality education and faith formation.  
What a great way to teach our children 
(especially K-12) that we take faith and 
discipleship seriously by not compart-
mentalizing life! Our schools should be 
filled to capacity with waiting lists of 
students wanting to attend.

Instead of saying, “We can’t afford 
to enroll our children,” we should say, 
“We can’t afford not to enroll our chil-
dren.”—Michael Grieser, Goshen, Ind.

ISIS, peace and nonviolence
When Americans first heard about ISIS 
we thought bombing them was the only 
way to get rid of these evil terrorists. 
Walter Wink’s declaration that “there 
is always a nonviolent solution to 
every conflict” caused me to question 
the bombing as a solution. We have to 
begin to think outside the box. 

Today, driven by fear, support for 
war is again rising based on the lie that 
violence can end violence. Most agree 
this is not working but getting worse. 

What if ISIS was bombing your town 
and killed your son, mother or friends? 
Then suppose a group formed to fight 
and stop that killing. Would you join 
them? When we use bombs to kill lead-
ers, many daughters, mothers, broth-
ers and friends are killed or injured. 
Consequently are we not encouraging 
relatives to join ISIS?

Do we want to end terrorist at-
tacks? Then we have to stop doing 
what is causing the terrorist acts. 

What if we said to ISIS, We will 
stop bombing you? We want to talk to 
resolve our differences and to show it 
we will start dropping medical supplies, 
food, tents or whatever is needed that 
is not military aid.—Jim Fitz, Evanston, 
Ill.

Time for LMC to move on
The February issue has what is likely 
the most content-filled articles in a 
long time. The cover story and the 
article by Sarah Augustine bring under-
standing to complex, historical, cultural 
dynamics. 

The information on page 32 about 
Lancaster Mennonite Conference 
needs to be understood in a histor-
ic context that some people named 
as conveners and a Congregational 
Support Team, based on what I heard 
from LMC members generally and 
various others at the listening session 
I attended, are the ones who failed to 
communicate adequately when Men-
nonite Church USA was formed and 
who failed to represent the majority 
viewpoints of conference members to 
MC USA during its existence. Mem-
bers and leadership have spoken. It is 
time to move on.—Lem Metzler, Willow 
Street, Pa.

So many valuable reminders
Thanks for the February issue. I had 
the unusual experience of reading it 
through from cover to cover.  I was 
glad to see Drew Hart’s picture on the 
cover and appreciated the selection of 
articles: Hannah Heinzekehr’s “Called 
to Love” as well as Felipe Hinojosa’s 
“Truthteller” and Sarah Augustine’s 
poignant stories. I also enjoyed John 
Roth’s “Images of Pain and Beauty.”

This publication welcomes your letters, 
either about our content or about issues 
facing the Mennonite Church USA. 
Please keep your letter brief—one or two 
paragraphs—and about one subject only. 
We reserve the right to edit for length 
and clarity. Publication is also subject to 
space limitations. Email to 
letters@themennonite.org or mail to 
Letters, The Mennonite, 3145 Benham 
Ave., Suite 4, Elkhart, IN 46517. Please 
include your name and address. We 
will not print letters sent anonymously, 
though we may withhold names at our 
discretion.—Editors
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I can’t begin to enumerate all the 
excellent writings that help tune the 
reader into so many valuable reminders 
of happenings in our world.—Wilma 
Shank, Goshen, Ind.

Called to love
What fun to read the interview with 
Patricia Barron (“Called to Love,” 
February)! Pat and I served together as 
board members of Mennonite Board of 
Congregational Ministries some years 
back, and I’d lost contact with her. How 
satisfying to learn her dream and vision 
has come to reality! I can attest to Pat’s 
delicious food and the overwhelming 
hospitality of the Omaha congregation.  
Blessings to Pat in this ministry and 
service.—Pat Hershberger, Woodburn 
Ore.

Trouble I’ve seen
Regarding “Trouble I’ve Seen”: Getting 
beyond race is not something we can 
do without becoming fully aware of how 
race permeates every aspect of life.   
—Kathleen M. Lake, www.themenno-
nite.org

The value in mourning
Regarding “The Value in Mourning”: 
I agree that we Americans do not 
know how to mourn. We suck up our 
losses and life goes on. As a physician, 

I’ve seen too many people keep their 
grief inside and it then can fester and 
smolder only to erupt years later.— J. 
Harold Mohler, www.themennonite.org

Nondiscrimination policies
Regarding “Four Mennonite Colleges 
Update Nondiscrimination Policies”: In 
his statement, [Carlos] Romero recog-
nizes that when educational institutions 
make decisions that do not align with 
denominational teaching positions, they 
are considered at variance with MEA 
and Mennonite Church USA. However, 
“MEA will show forbearance and ex-
tend grace” and will remain committed 
to conversation, Romero says.

This is the consequence of passing 
resolutions that cancel each other out, 
however otherwise that might have 
hoped to play out. The contradiction is 
passing resolutions to claim to uphold 
the statement of faith that brought the 
church together but then holds no one 
to it. 

Subsequently, the forbearance is 
all on one side, while the discussion 
remains one-sided as to effect. The 
result of such cognitive dissonance 
will resolve in eventual de facto split, 
as Mennonite Church USA continues 
to leave the faith of its fathers for an 
entirely new and worldly theology 
based on the fallout from the western 

secular and sensate sexual revolution. 
For those who refuse to capitulate, one 
could credibly observe that it won’t 
be they who will have left Mennonite 
Church USA, but that those who steer 
it have abandoned their faith. It really is 
a vain hope to follow a purported Third 
Way when the ascendant apostate the-
ology, transplanted from outside, is the 
exact mirror of imploding mainstream 
protestant liberal churchianity.

Get ready for the same financial and 
institutional downsizing that’s been 
forced on the Canadian branch and all 
the liberal protestant denominations.
—M. South, www.themennonite.org

I pray that members of the Mennonite 
Church who oppose the change recall 
that all Anabaptist movements are 
themselves “liberal religion” and bene-
fit from the understanding of allies who 
affirmed, and continue to affirm, their 
rights to live in accordance with their 
consciences. 

They found countries to call home 
that honored their pacifism even when 
it was unpopular. Governments have 
worked with Amish and Hutterite com-
munities to educate children in ways 
that affirm their beliefs. May loving 
hearts that remember oppression pre-
vail.—Evan Towle, www.themennonite.
org

IN THIS ISSUE

Each year, we like to publish an 
article on Easter and the events 
surrounding that central event 

in our faith. Former editor Everett 
J. Thomas writes our cover feature 
(page 12), looking at the politics of 
first-century Palestine when Jesus 
was condemned and put to death. He 
notes ways that Jesus transcended 
those politics and suffered for us. 

Mennonite pastor Betsy Headrick 
McCrae (page 16) writes about how a 
woman in her congregation was able 
to experience God’s presence even in 
a time of great darkness.

Laurie Oswald Robinson (page 19) 
writes about Mennonite pastor John 

C. Murray’s involvement in helping 
start a clinic in India and his relation-
ship with a four-star general in the 
U.S. Army.

Mennonite pastor Joanna Harader 
(page 23) reflects on the police shoot-
ings of black males and asks if we are 
accountable for our fear and what we 
do in response to it.

Ruth Harder, pastor of Rainbow 
Mennonite Church in Kansas City, 
Kan., asked people in her church to 
write reflections on Micah 6:8. One 
of these is on page 26. Dawn Araujo- 
Hawkins writes about her experience 
participating in beauty pageants and 
the lessons she learned from that.

In News, Hannah Heinzekehr 
(page 32) writes about the work of 

Joel Kauffmann on the Museum of the 
Bible in Washington, D.C., which is 
under construction and set to open in 
2017. Kauffmann, who died last May, 
was a screenwriter and cartoonist 
whose cartoons appeared in many 
issues of The Mennonite.

Our columnists write about an ar-
ray of subjects, including Lent, Korea, 
leadership, Latino Mennonites, youth 
and love as a verb.

In her editorial (page 40), Hannah 
looks to Jon Sobrino for insights into 
the cross and suffering. Sobrino is a 
Jesuit priest and liberation theologian 
who worked in El Salvador during the 
country’s civil war. 

We hope you find something in 
this issue that inspires.—Editor
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NEWS BRIEFS
News from the Mennonite World

Houston Mennonite 
creates sign in response 
to handgun laws
In late December 2015, Dave 
Bauchelle, a member of Houston Men-
nonite Church, put up a sign (see photo 
below) beside the church building’s 
front door that prohibits concealed 

and openly carried 
handguns.

As of May 29, 
2015, Texas lawmak-
ers had approved 
licensed open carry 
of handguns, and on 
June 13, 2015, Gover-
nor Abbott signed Bill 
910 into law. The law 
went into effect on 
Jan. 1.

In an email inter-
view on Feb. 3, Marty 

Troyer, pastor of Houston Mennonite, 
wrote: “Over and again in recent weeks 
we have expressed frustration at being 
in a culture so upside-down from our 
Christian values. Our folks are afraid 
about their work places—libraries, 
college campuses, businesses—where 
you may see a holstered weapon in 
plain sight.”

Troyer also pointed to an indirect 
benefit of the signs: “They are shaping 
us to be the kind of people who publicly 
say no to violence.”—Gordon Houser

San Antonio Mennonites 
join interfaith immigrant 
hospitality networks
Almost every day, a bus pulls into the 
parking lot at San Antonio Mennonite 
Church (SAMC), bearing women and 
children recently released from two 
family detention centers in Dilly and 
Karnes City, Texas. Some have been 
held for days and others for weeks. 
Some are wearing ankle monitors to 
track their movements, devices that 
need to be charged every eight hours. 
Many are from Central and South 
America. Some have small suitcases 
filled with belongings, while others 
have only the clothes they arrive in.

Every day, someone from the Ref-

ugee and Immigrant Center for Edu-
cation and Legal Services (RAICES) 
is there to greet them and take them 
to La Casa, a guest house owned by 
SAMC, where they can find food, a 
place to rest, clean clothes, a place to 
shower and time and space to figure 
out what comes next. RAICES staff 
people are on hand at the house to help 
the women and children access a wide 
variety of services, whether they are 
looking for legal advice, medical or 
counseling services, transportation or 
a way to communicate with family and 
friends.

Since spring 2015, Benito Miller, a 
Goshen (Ind.) College graduate, and 
Luz Varela, a Bluffton (Ohio) University 
graduate, have been serving as house 
coordinators at La Casa. Miller is often 
onsite to greet the women and children 
when they step off the bus.

For SAMC, continuing to support 
the La Casa shelter is one piece of 
a broader commitment to working 

toward immigration justice. The church 
has established an Immigration Task 
Force that works on initiatives, and as 
part of their educational work, they are 
offering an immigration-focused experi-
ence open to people across the country 
during the week of June 19-25.—Han-
nah Heinzekehr

Mennonites celebrate 
art and transformation
“You here in Cincinnati are the aes-
thetic envy of Mennonites from coast 
to coast,” Scott Holland said to open 
his keynote address at Mennonite Arts 
Weekend, held Feb. 5–7 in Cincinnati.

Holland, a professor at Bethany 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Ind., 
used Blue Horses, a painting by Franz 
Marc, and a poem about the painting by 
Mary Oliver to discuss the re-emerging 
field of theopoetics. Holland quoted 
lines from Oliver that set the tone for 
the weekend: “Maybe the desire to 

Saluting the ground hog, welcoming spring
Dr. Abraham Davis, a retired professor and long-time Virginia Mennonite Retirement 
Community resident, presents a dramatic reading of two sermon excerpts from 
“God’s Trombones” by James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938), African-American writer, 
politician, lawyer and civil rights activist. The seventh annual Ground Hog Day Feast 
and Celebration was held Feb. 2 at the Park View Mennonite Church fellowship hall 
in Harrisonburg, Va.—Jim Bishop
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—compiled by Gordon Houser

make something beautiful / is the piece 
of God that is inside each of us.”

This was the 13th Mennonite 
Arts gathering planned by Cincinnati 
Mennonite Fellowship. The weekend’s 
theme was “Transformation: Reseeing, 
Reshaping, Renewing.” Organizers 
added breadth to the biennial gather-
ing of artists and musicians by having 
a theologian give the keynote and by 
inviting Dan Charles, an NPR corre-
spondent.

About 200 participants wandered 
through an art gallery, listened to live 
performances and saw artist demon-
strations. There was a wide range of 
ages present, though some participants 
said they hoped to see more racial/
ethnic diversity in the future.—Anita 
Hooley Yoder

Mennonite woman 
honored as Righteous 
Among the Nations
Lois Mary Gunden was honored 
posthumously on Jan. 27 at the Israe-
li embassy in Washington, D.C., as 
Righteous Among the Nations in the 

first such official ceremony held in the 
United States. President Barack Obama 
spoke at the ceremony.

“For my family, it’s been an almost 
indescribably gratifying experience,” 
said Mary Jean Gunden, Lois’ niece 
and the person who first contacted Yad 
Vashem, Israel’s official memorial to 
the Jewish victims of the Holocaust.

During World War II, as a Menno-
nite Central Committee (MCC) worker 
in a French Mediterranean town far 
from her home in Goshen, Ind., Gun-
den risked her own safety by helping 
save the lives of Jewish children during 
the Holocaust. During a time when 
child refugees were being deported to 
concentration camps, Gunden and her 
Quaker co-worker, Mary Elmes, were 
able to shield children by moving them 
out of the relief agencies’ homes and 
camps to group homes, private homes 
and Catholic convents, monasteries and 
schools that would give them shel-
ter. In addition, they were prominent 
advocates for the rights of individual 
children and more humane treatment 
for all.

For more about Lois’ life and her 
experiences in France, see the cover 
story by Mary Jean Gunden in our Sep-
tember 2013 issue.—The Mennonite

Stutzman reappointed 
for third term
On Jan. 26, Mennonite Church USA’s 
Executive Board unanimously re-
affirmed Ervin Stutzman for a third 
three-year term as executive director 
for Mennonite Church USA.

The conference call meeting fol-
lowed a several-month review process 
that invited feedback from Mennonite 
Church USA Executive Board staff 
leaders, area conference ministers and 
moderators, Executive Board members 
and CEO’s of churchwide agencies.

Stutzman was named Executive Di-
rector in August 2009 and began work 
in early 2010. Prior to that, he served 
as vice president and seminary dean, as 
well as professor of church ministries, 
at Eastern Mennonite University in 
Harrisonburg, Va. He served on the 
Executive Board of Mennonite Church 

USA from 1999 to 2005 and as denomi-
national moderator from 2001 to 2003.

Stutzman has identified three 
primary goals for this term of service: 
to help the church develop a “visionary 
learning stance” as it adapts to a “rap-
idly changing world,” to lead leaders 
of churchwide agencies, board and 
staff members in significant long-term 
denominational planning, and to update 
the denomination’s Purposeful Plan for 
engagement by delegates at the 2017 
Mennonite Church USA Convention in 
Orlando.—Hannah Heinzekehr

Mennonite Girls Can 
Cook: The comedy
Herald Press, the publisher of the 
bestselling cookbooks Mennonite Girls 
Can Cook and Mennonite Girls Can 

Cook Celebrations, and 
Blue Gate Musicals, 
the producers of five 
hit Broadway-style 
musicals from Amish 
Country, have teamed 
up to produce the all-
new one-act comedy, 
Mennonite Girls Can 
Cook!    

Herald Press 
collaborated with 10 Mennonite women 
in 2011 after they had garnered over 1 
million followers on their blog, www.
MennoniteGirlsCanCook.ca, to pro-
duce the two cookbooks. The women 
(seven from British Columbia, two from 
Manitoba, one from Washington state) 
share recipes and their faith to inspire 
hospitality, while donating all royalties 
from their books to help needy people 
around the world. 

Blue Gate Musicals was formed in 
2010 to create original, heartwarming 
and entertaining musicals, including 
successful Broadway-style ones: The 
Confession, Half-Stitched, Josiah for 
President and Our Christmas Dinner, 
with a brand new musical opening in 
April, The Home Game.

The performances will run from 
Sept. 13 to Oct. 15 at the Blue Gate 
Theatre in Shipshewana, Ind., and Sept. 
13 to Nov. 4 at the Ohio Star Theater in 
Sugar Creek, Ohio.—MennoMedia

Going to school
The daily walk to and from school in 
Hebron, West Bank, exposes many 
Palestinian children to harassment 
and violence from Israeli settlers and 
security forces, according to Christian 
Peacemaker Teams workers in Hebron. 
—CPT
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GRACE & TRUTH
A word from pastors

The long journey of Lent

Iam writing this on Fat Tuesday. Tomorrow is 
Ash Wednesday. Our congregation will share a 
service with our United Church of Christ (UCC) 

hosts. It will be good. The service will be quiet 
and contemplative. The mood will be somber but 
not dark. 

We will confess our humanity. We come from 
dust, we will say, and to dust we will return. It is a 
sobering admission, but not a sad or hopeless one. 
God made us from the dust and named us good. 
Lent is not a time for self-pity. It is a time for re-
membering that we are created. We are not God. 
We cannot save ourselves. But we shall be saved. 

Observing Lent is a relatively new aspect of 
my worshiping life. When I was young, it was 
something my Catholic 
friends did. It had some-
thing to do with giving up 
chocolate and eating fish 
on Fridays. I didn’t get it, 
but I respected it. I knew 
that being a Christian could 
sometimes make you weird. 

It wasn’t until I be-
came a Mennonite that 
Lent became an annual 
observance. I remember 
planning that first Ash 
Wednesday service. I pre-
sented everything tentative-
ly. The service was designed 
so that you didn’t need to 
do anything that made you 
uncomfortable. Ashes were voluntary, as was any 
Lenten resolution. It was a “let’s put our toes in 
the water and see if we get bit” experience. Hap-
pily, it became a tradition for me and the congre-
gations I served. 

Being a liturgical wannabe, I had no idea where 
the ashes came from. This was pre-Google. I had 
to look stuff up the hard way. I learned to save 
the leaves from Palm Sunday and burn them the 
following year. One dry spring I almost set the 
neighborhood on fire. 

Do I mix them with water or olive oil? And 
how much moisture? Some years the ashes 
dropped off foreheads and gathered on the bridges 
of noses. Other years it took plenty of soap and 
water to wash them away. 

These days my UCC colleague deals with the 
materials. We collaborate on the liturgy, but I 

leave the ashes to him. It works out better that 
way. 

By the time you read this, we’ll be about 
halfway through the season, well on our way. 
Following Jesus to Jerusalem, on our way to Good 
Friday. 

We’ve been this way many times before. We 
know our parts by heart. Lent is a long walk that 
manages to be both comfortable and uncom-
fortable all at once. Comfortable as in familiar. 
Uncomfortable as in, We all know how it ends: on 
a cross.

We know the way. We can see the dangers off 
in the distance. We know where the path dips 
and turns. We know where we got lost before. 

We watch our friends, the 
disciples, make the same 
boneheaded mistakes yet 
again. We witness their faith 
with awe. We are like them. 
Confused. Determined. We 
know where they end up. We 
know who promised to be 
there when they arrive. 

The journey is long. It 
is hard. We are tempted and 
tried. We mess up and get it 
right. We doubt and believe 
and doubt and believe. 

By Good Friday, we are 
weary and bruised. We gath-
er for worship. The empti-
ness of the altar matches our 

mood. The sadness makes sense. We consider the 
cross. 

And we remember. We remember the ashes on 
our foreheads. Dust to dust. We are creatures in 
need of saving. We recognize that broken body. We 
watch our Savior die. We remember our part. We 
leave in darkness.

What comes next is Lent’s most precious 
gift. We go to sleep Saturday night. Still weary 
from the long walk. Still hearing those last words 
spoken from the cross. One last time, we close 
our eyes against the dark. We are ready for what 
comes next. So ready we can taste it.

When we awaken, it is morning. A new day. A 
gift from God our Creator and Christ our Savior. 
The Lenten walk is over. The tomb is empty. Our 
hearts lift. We sing. We bless the rising of the Son. 
Hallelujah. Christ is risen. TM

Ron Adams
is pastor of
Madison (Wis.)
Mennonite Church.

Lent is a long walk that 
manages to be both 

comfortable and 
uncomfortable all at once. 
Comfortable as in familiar. 
Uncomfortable as in, We 

all know how it ends: 
on a cross.
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GLOBAL ANABAPTISM
Stories from the global Mennonite church

John D. Roth 
is professor of      
history at Goshen 
(Ind.) College, direc-
tor of the Institute 
for the Study of 
Global Anabaptism 
and editor of 
Mennonite
Quarterly Review.

Anabaptist ferment in Korea

On a cold Saturday in late January, nearly 100 
people gathered in a rented hall in down-
town Seoul, South Korea, to participate in 

the first Korean Anabaptist Conference. The goal 
of the gathering, according to Bock Ki Kim, direc-
tor of the Korea Anabaptist Center and co-sponsor 
of the event, was “to introduce Anabaptist theol-
ogy and values in a public, academic setting” and 
to “challenge ourselves as Korean Anabaptists to 
see who we are and what we have to do in South 
Korea.” 

Considered as a percentage of the total Chris-
tian church in Korea—nearly 30 percent of the 
population—the number of Korean Anabaptists 
is modest. Nonetheless, the event symbolized 
a significant moment in a remarkable renewal 
movement that has been gaining momentum for 
the past two decades. Today, South Korea is home 
to one of the most creative and dynamic expres-
sions of contemporary Anabaptism anywhere in 
the global church, with potential for explosive 
growth in the future.

The origins of Anabaptism in Korea are as 
diverse as the original movement in 16th-century 
Europe. In the decades immediately following 
the Korean War (1950-1953), Mennonite Central 
Committee had a modest presence in the coun-
try, focused especially on a vocational school for 
war orphans. In the 1980s, several key Korean 
leaders, based in part on their contact with MCC 
personnel, began an independent journey of 
theological study, including experiments with in-
tentional communities, that led them to a deeper 
understanding of the Anabaptist tradition. Several 
pursued training at Mennonite seminaries in 
North America and developed relationships with 
North American Mennonites. In 2001, a more for-
mal relationship with Mennonite Church Canada 
Witness, combined with the energetic leadership 
of members of the Jesus Village Church, led to the 
formation of the Korea Anabaptist Center, which 
has since served as an important resource to the 
growing movement. Along the way, the Dae Jang 
Gan Press has overseen the translation and pub-
lication of scores of Anabaptist-Mennonite books, 
forging a strong niche market in the Korean 
Christian book trade.

Another source of this growing interest in 
Anabaptism has been a series of highly publicized 
scandals among several prominent pastors that 
has undermined the public credibility of Korean 
Christianity. For the first time in a century, the 

Protestant church in Korea—long associated 
with the country’s political, business and military 
elites—is declining in numbers. In the face of 
these disappointments, many Koreans are looking 
for a more authentic faith, projecting onto Anabap-
tism a host of different hopes and expectations.

Not surprisingly, the emerging Anabaptist 
movement in Korea—like its counterpart in the 
16th century—is far from unified. Some new-
comers to the movement, for example, equate 
Anabaptism with community of goods. Others are 
looking for an egalitarian approach to church lead-
ership, or a simple lifestyle, or a “small church” 
ecclesiology, or simply a canvas on which to imag-
ine the possibility of “something different.” And 
those congregations who have explicitly identified 
themselves as “Mennonite” are sorting through 
basic questions of ordination, child nurture, orga-
nizational structure and polity.

One particular challenge for the emerging 
Anabaptist movement in Korea is the question of 
nonresistance. For the past 60 years, South Kore-
ans have lived in the ominous shadow of a highly 
militarized neighbor to the north. The armistice 
that formally divided the country at the end of 
the Korean War in 1953 was never signed—so 
in some sense, the war there has never ended. 
Living in a state of perpetual military prepared-
ness, South Koreans generally support their 
country’s policy of compulsory military service. 
Indeed, military service is an important part of 
Korean cultural identity, especially for young men. 
Currently, the only recourse for conscientious 
objectors is imprisonment, a choice recently ex-
ercised by Sang Min Lee of the Grace and Peace 
Mennonite Church in Seoul. His decision, how-
ever, remains a highly controversial topic among 
Korean Anabaptists. 

Amid all these creative and diverse currents, 
the future of the Anabaptist movement in Korea 
ultimately depends on the emergence of lead-
ers—theologians, ethicists, historians, pastors 
and teachers—who will consciously continue the 
work of “indigenizing” Anabaptism. Clearly, the 
movement possesses individuals with the energy, 
training, commitment and spiritual gifts needed to 
translate Anabaptism more fully into the Korean 
context. Someday, I hope, those of us in North 
America will be challenged to translate texts from 
the leaders in the Korean Anabaptist movement 
into English for the edification of the church here. 
May that day come very soon. TM

The 
future of the 
Anabaptist 
movement 
in Korea 
ultimately 
depends 
on the 
emergence 
of leaders 
who will 
consciously 
continue the 
work of ‘in-
digenizing’ 
Anabaptism.
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MISCELLANY
Items of interest from the broader church and world

Paranoia
Two men were booted off a Southwest Airlines flight when 
a paranoid passenger overheard them speaking Arabic. The 
men were allowed onto the plane after being questioned by 
police but were forced by other passengers to open a small 
white box they were carrying—which was full of sweets. “So 
I shared my baklava with them,” said one of the men.—The 
Week

Reviving racism
Rather than signifying the end of racism, the election of 
President Barack Obama as the first African-American 
president has revived racism, argues Wendell Berry. Though 
not all political opposition to Obama is motivated by racism, 
the measure of opposition to 
Obama, regardless of the is-
sue, and the disrespect shown 
to the office of president while 
he holds it, is symptomatic 
of a revival of racism. Politi-
cians don’t need to be racist 
themselves to be aware of 
racist voters and covet their 
support; they can just remain 
silent when invectives are thrown at the president. The 
Confederate flag and Jefferson Davis statues are scapegoats; 
getting rid of them puts off dealing with the real damage of 
racism and the Civil War.—Christian Century

Poverty has all of these ex-
pensive consequences in 
health care. We’d pay 

to amputate a diabetic’s foot 
but not for a warm pair of 
winter boots.—Ross Owen, a county 
health official in Minneapolis

The darkest-skinned 
African-American boys are 
2.5 times as likely as their 
light-skinned peers to be 

suspended from school; the 
darkest-skinned girls are 3 
times as likely.—Harper’s

• Estimated number of people 
who will be driven into extreme 
poverty by 2030 because of 
climate change: 100 million
• Estimated percentage change 
in the rate of extreme poverty 
worldwide over the past 20 
years: -66
• Chances that an American 
believes the rate has “almost 
doubled” over that period: 2 
in 3
—Harper’s

w
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Slow-roasted Mayan pork 
with garlic salsa

Most-read online-only posts

TM
5. Coming 

home to our 
bodies: Trauma 
and justice, by 
Hayley Brooks

850

Quotable
“The Mennonite Church I have known has not been a body of faith that intentionally seeks 
to subjugate or disenfranchise people of color. On the contrary, I believe that significant 
strides have been made in identifying and beginning to dismantle the oppressive structures 
and attitudes that have dominated the history of our country. Hope for the Future has itself 
become a means to understand and address the vestiges of a morally corrupt system. The 
Mennonite church has a role to play in our larger culture, tackling the remnants of the de-
structive attitudes and expectations the Church has historically espoused.” 
Rafael Barahona in his blog, “What does inaction reveal about us?” 

4. Debate or 
discipleship: 

a response to 
Darrin Snyder 
Belousek, by 
Don Blosser

900

3. Hope for 
the Future 
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in, by Hannah 

Heinzekehr
1K

2.  Two 
Mennonite 
high school 
grads join 

Major League 
Soccer, by 
Hannah 

Heinzekehr
1.4K
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Mennonite 

Agency leaders 
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Chicago,

by Hannah 
Heinzekehr

2.1K
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Holy Week 
politics

Jesus rose above 
the politics of 
his day that led 
to his death

by Everett J. Thomas

Before leaving on that ill-fated whaling journey chronicled in Moby Dick, 
new shipmates Ishmael and Queequeg attended a Sunday morning service 
in a seamen’s chapel. The preacher, Father Mapple, climbed into the pulpit, 
which protruded from the wall halfway between the floor and ceiling. After 
climbing into the pulpit via a rope ladder, he pulled the ladder up into the 
pulpit with him, thereby remaining suspended between heaven and earth as 
he mediated God’s presence to the congregation.
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“Can it be, then” Ishmael says, “that by that 
act of physical isolation, he signifies his spiritual 
withdrawal from the time, from all outward world-
ly ties and connexions?”

This analogy is appropriate for the church. We 
are first of all citizens of the kingdom of God. As 
the church, we must rise above and separate our-
selves from the strivings and distractions of the 
world around us. Specifically, we can separate our 
spirits and rise above the cacophony caused by 
overheated national political discourse that con-
tributes to the fracturing of our fellowship in the 
church. In doing so, we mediate God’s presence 
to a waiting world.

Holy dissociation: As we again prepare for 
Holy Week, we are reminded that Jesus modeled 
what Ishmael described as a “spiritual withdrawal 
from the time.” During the five days between 
what we now call Palm Sunday and Good Friday, 
Jesus’ responses and actions demonstrated a kind 
of holy dissociation. He was moving and acting on 
a profoundly different spiritual plane as he upset 
the tables of the money lenders in the Temple, 
washed his disciples’ feet before breaking bread 
with them, prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane 
and, finally on that Friday, refused to be conscript-
ed into the politics of the week. 

But what were those Jerusalem politics that 
week? 

“Ecce homo!” by Antonio Ciseri / wikiart.org

Pilate’s 
histrionics 
with his 
hand wash-
ing are both 
disingenu-
ous political 
theater and 
a cynical 
insult to the 
Jewish lead-
ers and mob 
clamoring 
for Jesus’ 
death.
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Local politics begin with the person in the 
story wielding the most political, military and civil 
power: Pontius Pilate.

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but 
rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water 
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, 
“I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it your-
selves.”—Matthew 27:24

In spite of his dramatic and public hand 
washing, Pontius Pilate shares responsibility for 
Jesus’ death. He held ultimate temporal power in 
Jerusalem at the time. There was no difference 
between handing down a death sentence—he 

alone had sole authority to order an execution—or 
telling a bloodthirsty mob it was their decision 
to have Jesus killed, all to avert a possible riot. 
Pilate’s histrionics with his hand washing are 
both disingenuous political theater and a cynical 
insult to the Jewish leaders and mob clamoring for 
Jesus’ death.

As a student and practitioner of what I hope 
has been responsible politics (see box on page 
15), I have long been intrigued by the church and 
state dynamics swirling in and around Jerusalem 
during the events we will soon commemorate 
during Holy Week. Paul, in his first letter to the 
Thessalonian church, says flatly that it was the 
Jews who killed Jesus. But as James Hamrick said 
in “Jesus Was a Jew” (January): “When we speak 
about the Jewish world of the New Testament, 
we need to remember that few statements can 
describe all Jews at that time.”

While some Jews, formed into an angry mob, 
did demand Jesus’ death, it was Roman soldiers, 
commanded by Pilate, who nailed his hands to 
the cross and pierced his side. So what were the 
swirling politics of the day? There were at least 
three important currents:

An important but dangerous holiday: Four 
short days after Jesus rode triumphantly into 
Jerusalem on a donkey—suggesting the arrival of 
a new King David—Jewish festivities culminated 
in the observance of the Passover. 

For a Roman ruler with limited troops to keep 
a militant peace, this was a dicey time of the year. 
His Jewish subjects, celebrating their ancestors’ 
great victory over Pharaoh with the original Pass-
over in Egypt, might well begin to agitate for a 
similar kind of independence from the oppression 
of the Roman Empire. Although he did not live in 
the backwater town of Jerusalem, Pilate made a 
point of being there during this time to remind the 
restive population that he could summon troops 
from Herod anytime to use whatever means were 
necessary to keep Rome’s brutal order.

Splintered resistance to Roman oppres-
sion: The Jewish people and their leaders were 

Jesus’ betrayal, trial, torture and death happened 
in a real time and a real place. 

Disputes Among the Three Parties

  Sadducees Pharisees Essenes

Social Class Priests, aristocrats Common people [Unknown]

Practices Emphasis on priestly 
obligations

Application of priestly 
laws to non-priests “Inspired Exegesis”

Attitude Toward:

    Afterlife None Resurrection Spiritual Survival

    Bible Literalist Sophisticated scholarly 
interpretations “Inspired Exegesis”

“The Passover in 
the Holy Family 
Gathering Bitter 
Herbs.”Painting by Dante 
Gabriel Rossetti
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not only kept under the brutal thumb of the 
Romans, but this suffocating cruelty was further 
fraught by the disputes among their own quarrel-
some political factions: Pharisees, Sadducees and 
Essenes. 

Into this crucible came Jesus with his auda-
cious teachings that did not cotton to their sectari-
an small-mindedness. Jesus was an equal oppor-
tunity dissector of all their certitudes. So none 
of these groups had a reason to defend a teacher 
who skewered their theological arguments with 
parables and answered their sly questions with 
his own counter questions, parables and stories. 
Pilate, using the tools employed by all successful 
despots, could exploit these religious divisions 
within the populace he ruled over and keep their 
unity fractured. He divided and conquered.

 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into 
the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the 
whole cohort around him. They stripped him and 
put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some 
thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They 
put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him 
and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him 
on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him of 
the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they 
led him away to crucify him.—Matthew 27:27-31

A charge of sedition: Related to Roman rule 
was the false charge that Jesus claimed to be King 
of the Jews. Any such claim would have been a 
direct challenge to the Roman Empire. Pilate, who 
ruled over Jerusalem for more years than most 
prelates, would have been aware of the Jewish 
yearnings for the kind of independent kingdom 
they idealized in their narratives about David and 
Solomon. If there is an overt political element 
in the Crucifixion story, it was the sign posted 
above Jesus’ head that said, over the objections of 
Jewish leaders, “King of the Jews.” 

What was Pilate’s rationale for that bit of sub-
terfuge? He clearly did not respect the trumped-
up charges brought against Jesus, even allowing 
his soldiers to make a mockery of those charges. 
Pilate also could use this claim of “kingship” to 
humiliate the Jewish population. This sagging 
body bleeding on the cross is the embodiment of 
your kingly power? This is your new King David? 
Good luck with that.

So how can knowing about those first-century 
political currents enrich our Holy Week expe-
rience now? How do they matter when we are 
waiting for Easter?

Jesus’ betrayal, trial, torture and death hap-
pened in a real time and a real place. Those pres-
ent were swimming in assumptions about faith-

fulness in their day and beholden to narratives 
that accorded their lives meaning and importance. 
But Jesus floated above those temporal realities 
because he was in touch with the arc of a divine 
purpose transcending the world that crucified 
him. Like Father Mapple in his airy pulpit, Jesus’ 
reality was suspended between earth and heaven.

As we again hear the stories included in the 
Holy Week activities, we can more deeply love 
this Messiah whose transcendence brought peace 
and salvation for all throughout eternity. Further, 
Christ’s Spirit continues to triumph over the petty 
divisions and self-aggrandizing narratives we 
are beholden to today. What are those divisions 
and narratives? One example is suggested by a 
beloved hymn:

 But we make God’s love too narrow
 By false limits of our own,
 And we magnify its strictness
 With a zeal God would not own.
 —Hymnal: A Worship Book, #145
This Easter Sunday morning as we again sing 

other familiar refrains, we are reminded that this 
transcendence lives in the hearts and minds of all 
who call Jesus Lord. 

 Up from the grave he arose
 With a mighty triumph o’er his foes
 He arose a victor from the dark domain
 And he lives forever with his saints to 
 reign.
 He arose! He arose! Alleluia! Christ arose! 

 —HWB #273

Everett J. Thomas is editor emer-
itus of The Mennonite. He is 
semiretired, working part-time 
as President of the Greencroft 
Communities Foundation in 
Goshen, Ind.

Thomas’ experience in politics

Everett Thomas writes from experience in various political roles. He edited 
A Mennonite Polity For Ministerial Leadership, which was a founding 
document for Mennonite Church USA. He also was elected six times to the 
Goshen (Ind.) City Council and retired from that role in December 2015, 
after serving 24 years.

The Goshen News editor published the following: “Thomas has always 
been a listener and advocate for peaceful and productive outcomes. With 
his measured and thoughtful insights, Thomas helped foster a culture of 
respect and understanding on the council, especially when it came to 
opposing viewpoints. It was a subtle and invaluable skill that should be 
emulated by all on the council” (“Goshen Has Big Shoes to Fill,” Michael 
Wanbaugh, Dec. 28, 2015).—Editor



Treasures in the
   darkness

Lessons from the Psalms and 
from Pat, a woman of faith

by Betsy Headrick McCrae

The Psalms don’t mess around when it comes to expressing feelings. They 
blurt out the truth without restraint. That’s how Old Testament scholar 
Walter Brueggeman describes it. The Psalms are real-life, in-your-face 
prayers. Some are a pouring out of despair, lament, anger and fear. Oth-
ers are songs of over-the-top praise, joy and confidence in God’s love and 
provision. Many Psalms contain both despair and hope. As a collection 
they cover the gamut of human experience and emotion. The Psalms 
teach us that it’s OK to pray from our hearts and our guts, even when the 
emotions there are not pretty, even when we really have no hope. The 
Psalms give us words when we don’t have words. They carry and express 
precious assurance of God’s presence and love even when all seems lost.
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Psalm 63 is like that. It begins with with a cry 
of urgent need: “O God, you are my God, I seek 
you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for 
you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no 
water.” When I hear these words in my mind, I 
see the dry land of my childhood in southeastern 
Colorado. I see the geometrical patterns of cracks 
in ground that is so dry the topsoil can no longer 
hold together. I see the lawns and prairies turning 
brown. I see the trees struggling to survive. The 
situation is desperate. There is no water.

“My soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for 
you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no 
water.” This is a desperate cry for help. Without 
water we die. The land is barren. Without food we 
waste away. Without God we are completely lost, 
we have no hope.

But God is there. Always. If you seek God, 
you will find God, for God is already and always 
there. In the darkest night there is always a glim-
mer of light. In the deepest despair God is and 
will be present with you, guiding you, holding you, 
providing what you need.

I am able to really believe this and to say it 
with confidence because of the many witnesses—
biblical and otherwise, some in my congregation 
—who have shared how they have experienced 
God’s presence with them in their darkest hour. 
One strong witness to this reality is my friend Pat.

Pat is a strong Christian. Her faith has always 
been important to her. Her walk with Jesus is the 
mainstay of her life. However, it was only when 
she was physically reduced to almost nothing by 
Cushing’s disease that she discovered how real 
God’s presence could and would be for her when 
she needed it most.

Cushing’s disease is a tumor on the pituitary 
gland. The tumor is not cancerous, but it affects 
vision, disrupts hormonal balance and causes oth-
er bodily malfunctions. In Pat’s case, surgery was 
necessary. Her pituitary gland had to be removed. 
This is a tricky procedure, but the really hard part 
comes afterward. For months Pat lay on her back 
in a dark room, unable to move, unable to read, 
unable even to listen to music. Everything was 
excruciatingly painful for her. She had become 
a fragile, dysfunctional shell of her former self, 
empty except for the ever-present pain. From this 
place of deep need her spirit cried out for help: “O 
God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts 
for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and 
weary land where there is no water.”

I want to share what Pat shared with me about 
this experience. She gave me permission to do so. 
She wrote about it after the fact. Here’s what she 
wrote:

One verse that became especially meaningful 
to me was Isaiah 45:3: “I will give you treasures 
of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that 
you may know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel 
who summons you by name.” These are a few of the 
treasures God gave me in my darkness:

 I experienced the reality that our God is ev-
er-present, always with me even when I don’t “feel” 
God. Many nights and days I would lie in bed 
in great pain—aching all over my body. At first, 
I would wonder if God heard my cries for help, 
for release from the pain. I would wonder if God 
heard my angry complaints and accusations. Then 
gradually—I was too tired to continue raging and 
questioning—I could sense God’s peace begin to 
seep into my body, then my mind, then my emotions. 
This happened as I relinquished all my attempts to 
understand why this had happened to me and asked 
the Lord to show me what he desired.

Without any words—I couldn’t read or listen 
to anything—God taught me of God’s quietness, 
of the table that God had spread for me. I began 
to understand in a deeper way that we are spirit 
creatures and that God communes with us through 
God’s Spirit.

As I acknowledged God’s presence, hour by hour, 
half-day by half-day, long night after long night, God 
“spoke” to me of God’s love—not in an audible voice 
but in a tangible Presence that comforted even in the 
pain. God brought to my mind loved ones and dif-
ferent people and places that needed prayer. I could 
do that by my spirit even though my body, mind, 
and soul were almost useless. The intimacy with 
God was just as sweet as intimacy with my beloved 
husband, only so much deeper and richer.

 I experienced the reality that only today is what 
we can be sure of. We do not know when our breath 
on earth is finished. Because of the uncertainty of 
what the outcome of the surgery would be, or the ef-
fect afterward, I looked at each day with new eyes—I 
can see now that God was giving me “spirit” eyes—
appreciating and holding close every detail of life 

In the deepest despair God is and will be present 
with you, guiding you, holding you, providing 
what you need.
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around me. This experience has helped me under-
stand more fully that the only really important thing 
in all of life is my relation to God through Jesus 
Christ. One day, everything else will pass away, and 
I will be in God’s presence. God gave me a glimpse 
of that during these months with God alone.

Through this experience I was introduced to the 
reality of God’s character, of who God is, of God’s 
overwhelming love for me. Before this experience I 
hadn’t realized how much I tried to have God fit into 
my ideas of who God should be. Now I know more 
fully God’s Spirit love and the boundless power God 
so generously shares with me. First John 3:2 says, 
“What we will be has not yet been made known.…” 
We have no idea really of being Spirit creatures. For 
me, the pain and darkness gave me treasures from 
God and the knowledge of the Lord who summons 
me by name. There is no other to trust; God is com-
pletely and totally trustworthy.

Pat ends her reflections with a verse from 
Psalm 4: “I lie down and sleep in peace, for you 
alone, O Lord, make me dwell in safety.” 

Though it’s prose and not poetry, Pat has 
written her own psalm. “The pain and darkness 
gave me treasures from God, and the knowledge 
of the Lord who summons me by name. There is 
no other to trust; God is completely and totally 
trustworthy.” 

The writer of Psalm 63 says the same thing: 
“My soul is satisfied as with a rich feast, and my 
mouth praises you with joyful lips when I think of 
you on my bed, and meditate on you in the watch-
es of the night; for you have been my help, and in 
the shadow of your wings I sing for joy.”

These are not just pretty words. Whenever 
you are tempted to be cynical, to think this is all 
a bit naïve or that the promise of God’s presence 
with you always is just something we say to 
make ourselves feel better, but isn’t really true; 

remember the witnesses. Remember Pat’s story. 
Remember the stories of others who have felt 
God’s presence with them when they hit rock 
bottom or were unable to care for themselves. 
Read the Psalms. Even if you don’t fully under-
stand or yet believe, hear the words of others who 
have experienced God with them when they were 
desperate, when they didn’t fully understand or 
yet believe. God isn’t dependent on our under-
standing or belief to be God. No matter what our 
circumstances, our doubt or our belief, our failure 
or our success, our competency or our complete 
dependency, God is and will be with us because 
that is who God is. This is a reality beyond any-
thing we can fully comprehend. We have to trust.

Pat said that gradually she could sense God’s 
peace begin to seep into her body, and then her 
mind, and then her emotions. This happened as 
she relinquished all her attempts to understand 
why this had happened to her, and asked God to 
show her what God desired. It’s hard for us to get 
to this place except in desperation. We want to 
understand. We want our relationship with God 
to make sense, which means we want God to fit 
into our way of thinking. But it is only when we 
let go—sometimes because we can no longer hold 
on, but sometimes because we choose to—that 
our spirit gets closer to God’s Spirit and we come 
to know, in Pat’s words, that we are really spirit 
creatures; we have a deep, unbreakable connec-
tion with the Spirit of God. We learn there truly 
are treasures in the darkness, and even though 
we may not fully understand it, this is something 
we can trust.

Last summer, our congregation immersed 
ourselves in the Psalms, sometimes blurting 
out truth that is painful and hard; at other times 
claiming and rejoicing in God’s steadfast love and 
care, which is always there when we need it. Each 
week we had a prayer from the Psalms to carry 
with us through the week. 

O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul 
thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry 
and weary land where there is no water.

Dear Lord, send rain for our roots. Amen.

Betsy Headrick McCrae is pastor 
of Glennon Heights Mennonite 
Church in Lakewood, Colo. This 
article is adapted from a sermon 
she gave there last summer.

We want our relationship with God to make 
sense, which means we want God to fit into our 
way of thinking.
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Wider horizons
Following Jesus has led John Murray from India 
to the Council on Foreign Relations

by Laurie Oswald Robinson

Praying for a four-star general may happen among 
Anabaptist pastors seeking to share Jesus’ peace 
in a warring world. Becoming friends with a  
military commander is another matter. But it is 
just this kind of “matter” that matters to John C. 
Murry, pastor at Hesston (Kan.) Mennonite Church. 
Befriending and serving those who come from 
different cultures and backgrounds is the pathway 
Murray walks to follow Jesus.
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That pathway has led to some surprising 
bends in the road and has widened his horizons. 
It has taken him from a rural Indiana boyhood and 
pastorates in Indiana and Kansas to the skyscrap-
ers of New York City. That’s where each summer 
he attends the annual gathering of the Council on 
Foreign Relations, a well-established think tank 
consisting of people from many faith communities 
and walks of life who study foreign policy issues 
and address global problems. 

The pathway has taken him to Chiluvuru, 
India, where he helped to found Menno-Clinic, 
India. It was developed through a vision instigated 
by Dr. Subbarao and Olga Yarlagadda—former 
Indian Hindus—and Emma Mennonite Church in 
Topeka, Ind., when Murray pastored there. The 
ministry provides medical, dental and eye clinics 
and expresses Christ’s love to all through pres-
ence, service and proclamation. Some Muslims 
and Hindus have become Christians as a result.

The path has taken Murray into cyberspace, 
where he corresponded by email with two men 
who are now friends. One is Sadi Othman, an 
Arabic-speaking Hesston College grad and former 
adviser to Gen. David Petraeus. And the other is 
Petraeus himself, the former commander of the 
allied forces during the Iraq War, 2007-2008.

That the path has led him to all these places 
is not due to his own footwork or an exceptional 
skill in “map reading,” he said during a January 
2015 interview. It is all a gift. 

 “It is a gift that I need to be a good steward 
of, rather than refuse to engage with it because of 
insecurities I may have in the process,” he said. “I 
didn’t set out to do any of these things. But I am 
grateful God invited me into them.”

The new vistas he’s explored created a 
humbling awareness that all people are beloved 
children of God who are also created in God’s im-
age. “Humility invites me not to deny these two 
things,” he said. “But just because I am created in 
the image of God doesn’t mean that God is in my 
image. It is dangerous to believe that my truth is 
the whole truth or that my image of God reflects 
the entire image of God.”

Bringing the world home to the Kansas 
prairies 

Murray’s first exploration began at Emma 
Mennonite, where he preached a sermon titled 
“Reinvesting in the Kingdom of God.” That mes-
sage inspired the congregation to help establish 
Menno-Clinic, dedicated in 2002. 

Since he came to Hesston Mennonite in 1999, 
Murray has gone into several unknown territo-
ries. Othman, who had visited Hesston Menno-
nite, connected Murray to Petraeus, who was the 
likely instigator of Murray’s being invited in 2007 
to participate in the Council on Foreign Relations.

At each of these junctures, Murray has de-
veloped ongoing friendships across cultures and 
faiths. At the summer gathering in New York, he 
has conversations with Muslims, Hindus and Bud-
dhists, NGO executives, scientists, educators and 
government and military officials. As a friend, he 
has prayed for and received prayers from Petrae-
us. They have also met in person.

John C. Murray 
(right) with Yacabu 
in India. Proto by Kathy 
Wray
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This friendship helps Murray, who grew up at 
Hopewell Mennonite Church in western Indiana 
as the son of pastor John F. and Marilyn Murray, to 
stop painting military personnel with the hues of 
prejudice. 

“One of the most powerful things Petraeus 
said to me was that no one is more opposed to 
war than soldiers, because they are the ones who 
most know the horrors of war,” Murray said. “The 
most eloquent message I’ve heard about the call 
of Jesus to love our enemies came from a career 
military person. He spoke about how hard it really 
is [to love] but that we have to figure out how to 
do this if we want a better world. Growing up, I 
could not have imagined I would hear a soldier say 
this.”

Murray has experienced several scenarios that 
as a young man—educated in Mennonite colleges 
and at an Anabaptist seminary—he would have 
thought unimaginable. At midlife, he reads U.S. 
Army counter-insurgency manuals and helps 
church and state join hands in finding solutions to 
global crisis.

Nor did Murray dream that he and Krista, his 
wife, would adopt a little girl, Meghana, from the 
Tender Loving Care Orphanage in India in 1998 or 
that he would become friends with an Indian day 
laborer, Yacabu. In a memoir, Murray describes an 
encounter with Yacabu after Murray stepped in an 
open sewer on the street (see box below). 

Discerning the real deal 
Murray desires to walk the “real deal” path 

of Jesus with others who don’t look like him or 
think like him. Living out this passion in middle 
America can be a challenge, but he is grateful to 
his Hesston Mennonite faith community that is 
embracing the challenge, too. 

When he returns from New York every sum-

mer, he leads a Sunday afternoon discussion to 
share his experiences. “Up to 120 people have 
showed up,” he said. “People are really hungry to 
know what is going on around the world. We all 
need to become more educated. The more you 
know, the more you realize you don’t know. There 
is a freedom in that.”

Murray encourages his fellow pastors to get 
involved in other arenas beyond congregational 
and faith matters, i.e. foreign policy, education, 

It is dangerous to believe that my truth is the 
whole truth or that my image of God reflects the 
entire image of God.—John C. Murray

The Murray family front, from left: Meghana, John, 
Krista; back, from left: Joel, John, Denay. Photo by Jon Friesen

A foot washing: The real deal

Fresh human dung squeezed up around both sides of my shoe and just stuck there. I was so revolted I thought I would vomit. I tried 
to wipe it off by rubbing my foot back and forth in the gravel but all that happened is that I now had gravel sticking to it as well. 

Yacabu saw what I had done. Without hesitation he swiftly grabbed me by the elbow and began leading me down the street to 
the nearest community pitcher pump. There he grabbed a handful of rice straw off the thatched roof of a nearby hut, began pumping 
the handle, holding my foot under the stream of water. He scrubbed my shoe and foot with his bare hands until it was completely 
clean. 

I grew up in a “foot washing church.” At the end of every Communion service, someone would stand up and read the first 17 
verses of John 13. Then the women would go to the basement, and the men would remain in the sanctuary. They would remove their 
shoes and socks from their freshly bathed feet. They would pair off and go to basins filled with warm water and a bit of disinfectant. 
They would take turns kneeling before one another and sprinkle a little of the water on one another’s basically clean feet and dry 
them with a freshly laundered towel. All a ritual expression of Jesus’ command in John 13, “Just as I have washed your feet, so also 
you ought to wash one another’s feet.”

Until that moment I always thought I knew what that Scripture meant. But what I grew up experiencing in church was a ritual. 
What Yacabu did for me ... was the real deal.—John C. Murray
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health care, social welfare, the sciences, the arts. 
“We all need to have conversations with people on 
their terms, rather than on our narrow religious 
terms or from the perspective of our Mennonite 
beliefs,” he said. “Not to do so would be to miss 
out on the wider mission.”

Hesston Mennonite members Cheryl Her-
shberger, former pastor in the congregation, and 
Blair Loganbill, director of nursing at Kidron 
Bethel Village, a retirement community in 
North Newton, Kan., said in recent telephone               
interviews that Murray’s modeling has helped 
people of all ages in their faith community expand 
their horizons.

“Though I have always been a lover of people, 
John helped me become less judgmental and more 
open to conversations, and I became a better 
listener,” Hershberger said. “Hesston Mennonite 
has always been an open congregation, but he is 
helping expand us even more.”

Each year, John invites people in the church 
to accompany him to India, and Loganbill’s 
college-aged son, Alec, went last summer. “John 
was very instrumental in helping Alec examine 
Christian faith as well as better understand other 
world religions, such as Buddhism and Islam,” 
Loganbill said. 

“As a result, Alec more deeply solidified his 
own Christian convictions.”

Helping others explore their Christian faith 
in dialogue with others who are different is the 
path Murray has chosen for himself. Given the 
strength of his experiences and his modeling, he 

is gaining companions on the 
way. 

Laurie Oswald Robinson is 
a freelance writer in Newton, 
Kan., and author of Forever 
Family.

cr
ea

tiv
ec

om
m

on
s.o

rg
/C

ou
rt

ne
y 

Ca
rm

od
y

We all need to have conversations with people 
on their terms, rather than on our narrow 
religious terms or from the perspective of our 
Mennonite beliefs.



Are we accountable
for our fear?

A legal and theological question 
white people need to consider

by Joanna Harader

Tamir Rice, a 12-year-old black boy, was shot to death on Nov. 22, 
2014. On Dec. 28, 2015, a grand jury decided not to indict the white 
police officer who killed him. The primary reason given for the non-
indictment was that the officers involved “reasonably believed their 
lives were in danger.”
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There are many angles from which we can 
criticize this situation—layers upon layers of 
poor judgment and injustice led to the death of 
Tamir Rice and the nonindictment of the officer 
who shot him. In the midst of the many concerns 
I have about our modern policing and justice 
system, I find the grand jury’s rationale terribly 
disturbing. What their judgment boils down to 
is this: The police officers were scared, so the 
shooting was acceptable.

Except a dead boy in the park is not accept-
able. Tamir lying there bleeding for four minutes 
while the police officers stood by is not accept-
able. A grieving mother being told that her son’s 
death is nobody’s fault—simply a “perfect storm 
of human error”—is not acceptable.

I question the entire premise behind the grand 
jury’s decision, behind the reasons given for so 
many police shootings; I am not convinced that 
being afraid justifies killing someone.

Are we accountable for our fear?
Our current U.S. legal system operates with 

the understanding that police officers and others 
are justified in their use of force—even lethal 
force—if they reasonably believe their lives are 
in danger. Therefore, they are not accountable for 
their fear. But as Christians, particularly as Ana-
baptist Christians, we have to consider more than 
legal precedents when exploring issues of fear and 
accountability. 

“Do not be afraid” is one of the most com-
mon statements in the Bible. Throughout the 
epic story of God’s relationship with humanity, 
God communicates these words over and over: 
to Abraham, Hagar, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, 
Elijah, Hezekiah, the Israelites (multiple times), 
Zechariah, Joseph, Mary, the shepherds, the disci-
ples, the crowds that gathered around Jesus, the 
women at the tomb, Paul and John of Patmos. 

In our churches and our Bible studies, we tend 
to read these as words of consolation. We imag-
ine a gentle arm around the shoulder, a calm and 
sympathetic voice. “There, there. It’s OK. Don’t 
be afraid.” 

But what if these words from God are not con-
solation? What if these words are, in reality, what 
the ancient grammar suggests: commandments. 
Not gentle sympathy, but stern rebuke. God says, 
“Do not be afraid.” And yet fear has settled deep 
into the fabric of our society, into the crevices of 
our souls. 

You only have to read current news headlines 
or listen to political campaign sound bites to real-
ize fear is a primary motivator in our society. And 
if you read the articles and listen to the speeches, 
you will see how the combination of fear with 
power can be lethal. For black people in this coun-
try, the combination of white fear and white power 
has proven deadly time and time again.

White people, are we accountable for our 
fear?

The grand jury for the Tamir Rice case, in 
accordance with current legal understandings, 
said no. And we can debate whether, in a legal 
sense, this is the right answer. But from a strictly 
Christian perspective, we have to say yes. We are 
accountable for 
our fear. Which 
is to say we are 
accountable for 
the way we treat 
people—even in 
the midst of our 
fear.

Jesus touched 
lepers, despite 
fears that those 
who had contact 
with lepers would themselves get leprosy.

Jesus spoke with women, despite fears that 
speaking to women in public would compromise 
his respectability and religious authority.

Jesus traveled through towns and countrysides 
on foot and slept outside, despite fears of attack 
and robbery. 

And when Jesus’ life was in danger, he told 
Peter to put away his sword. 

As followers of Christ, we are accountable for 
our fear. We have to be. And the more power we 
have, the more accountable we are—for our fear 
and for the damage we leave behind in the wake of 
our fear.

I admit it is troubling to consider this type of 
accountability because fear seems so primal, so 
far out of our control. And we may not be able to 
control our fear in the panic of the moment—we 
can’t untie the knot in our stomach or smooth out 
the goose bumps on our arms. We may not even 
to be able to control our impulse to lash out with 
fists or words.

What if these words are, in reality, what the 
ancient grammar suggests: commandments.



March 2016  |  TheMennonite  25

But we can condition ourselves so that fear 
is not our automatic response when faced with 
someone different from us. We can inform our-
selves about the reality of racism in our commu-
nities and we can take a long hard look at our own 
power and privilege and racism.

The first time I heard a black man tell me 
about being pulled over by police—multiple times 
for minor (if any) traffic violations—we were both 
freshmen in college. Since that conversation, I try 
to listen to the stories people tell me. Even when 
I can’t relate. Even when I can hardly believe. I 
try to listen and understand that my life as a white 
person looks very different from the lives of black 
people in this country.

I walk hand-in-hand with my white husband 
through a neighborhood that contains the house 
we might buy. We walk slowly, aimlessly, exam-
ining the houses in the neighborhood, the cars in 
the driveways, the other (white) people out walk-
ing. “You know,” I say, “if we were a black couple 
someone would have called the cops by now.”

I receive my 
pseudo-runaway 
son back from 
the police officer 
who found him at 
Wal-Mart, grate-
ful that my son is 
not hurt. Know-
ing his safety 
is related to his 
white skin.

And I check 
my own fear when, out shopping, I tell my hus-
band I must have left my purse just sitting around 
somewhere in the store, and then I see that a 
young black man has overheard our conversation. 

I check my fear when I’m walking alone and I 
notice a black man walking behind me.

I check the fear and I note to myself that it 
is unfounded. The young black man in the store 
surely thinks I’m an idiot, but he doesn’t go run-
ning off to find and steal my abandoned purse. The 
man behind me turns down another street to go to 
his job or his home.

As white people, we can start being account-
able by listening to people of color, by noticing our 
privilege, by checking our fear. We must do these 
things. But they are not enough.

Just as the legal understanding of accountabil-
ity falls short of our Christian standards, so too 
the secular means of addressing our racism is not 
adequate. We need to inform and transform our 
minds. We need to tend to our hearts. We must 
cultivate spirits of fearlessness. We must take 

deep breaths and say deep prayers. We must love 
fiercely.

This love that we Christ-followers are called 
to is the perfect love that, according to the writer 
of 1 John, casts out fear (4:18). This is a promise I 
cling to, because we need this sort of exorcism. 

We can see all around us the devastation fear 
creates—the lifeless body of Tamir Rice and other 
victims of police shootings and mass shootings 
and terrorist attacks and environmental deg-
radation and the prison-industrial complex and 
political hate speech and … and … and … 

Fear is a death-dealing power. Those of us 
who serve the God of Resurrection must work 
to follow God’s commandment with all our minds 
and all our hearts: Do not be afraid.

May we accept our accountability, repent of 
our racist fears and walk ever more faithfully in 
the path of perfect love.

Joanna Harader is pastor of 
Peace Mennonite Church in 
Lawrence, Kan.

creativecommons.org/Sean MacEntee



Pageants and 
Micah

Lessons from pageants about 
justice, mercy and humility

by Dawn Araujo-Hawkins

People are sometimes surprised to 
learn I was once a pageant girl. To 
a good portion of the people I’ve 
known (outside the pageant world, 
that is) beauty pageants are associ-
ated with an inherent vapidity that 
I—a social justice-loving feminist 
and seminary-educated journalist—
just do not possess.

He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
and to walk humbly with your God? —Micah 6:8
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“It’s a good thing you’ve moved past that 
stage,” they’ll say, laughing and rolling their eyes. 
I always get the feeling that what I’m supposed to 
do next is disavow my shameful past, to slam pag-
eants as this archaic culture I was lucky to escape.

But here’s the thing: I still love pageants.
Not only that, I attribute the vast majority of 

my personal and professional growth to pageants. 
It is with the utmost certainty that I say I would 
not be the journalist or activist I am today if my 
9-year-old self had not decided she wanted to be 
Miss Indiana.

Ruth Harder, pastor at Rainbow Mennonite 
Church in Kansas City, Kan., asked me to reflect 
on what pageants taught me about the prophet 
Micah’s exhortation to act justly, love mercy and 
walk humbly with my God. I told my sister (also a 
pageant girl) about this, and we both had the same 
reaction: What didn’t pageants teach us about 
justice, mercy and humility? I could probably 
write a book about this, but Ruth also asked me to 
be brief, so here’s the Cliff’s Notes version of how 
pageants have informed what Micah 6:8 means to 
me.

Act justly
As a young girl, I don’t think anything overtly 

tested my sense of integrity like pageants. I know 
I just sang the glory of pageants, so it may sound 
like I’m backtracking here, but bear with me. I 
promise I’m not changing my tune.

The essential purpose of a pageant is for an 
organization to pick someone to be its public face. 
The organization says these are our values, and 
then women and girls who think they epitomize 
those values partake in a variety of competitions 
to prove they are indeed what the organization 
wants. Pretty simple.

However, in some instances, a woman just 
wants to win a crown, so she will lie about all 
kinds of things just to seem like the “right” girl. 
One of the most conspicuous (albeit largely be-
nign) examples of this is when contestants take a 
few weeks of voice or dance lessons just so they 
can do a pageant with a talent competition. In 
more dramatic instances, women fabricate paper-
work or outright lie about life experiences.

I learned early on I was not interested in 
pretending to be someone I wasn’t just to win a 
crown. I remember that even as a 15-year-old, 
I refused to give politically correct answers in 
pageant interviews—once schooling a panel of 
judges on #blackgirlmagic when they wanted me 
to bemoan my own identity.

Having to routinely stand up for what I be-
lieved in as an adolescent—even when it meant 
risking my chances of success—primed me for so-
cial justice advocacy as an adult. Any time I’ve led 
a protest or joined in an act of civil disobedience, 
I’ve drawn on my pageant experiences.

Love kindness
Pageants get a lot of flack for pitting women 

against each other, which is true in a sense. I 
mean, women in the WNBA also compete against 
each other, but there’s something different about 
a competition as subjective as a pageant; the 

As a 15-year-old, I refused to give politically 
correct answers in pageant interviews—once 
schooling a panel of judges on #blackgirlmagic 
when they wanted to me bemoan my own 
identity.

Dawn right after placing first runner-up at Miss Ohio 
International in 2011. Photo provided

Dawn (left) as 
Miss Indiana Na-
tional American 
Miss 2008 and 
her sister (right) 
as Indiana’s Teen 
2008, visiting 
the Indiana State 
House to meet 
the governor. Photo 
provided
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competition feels more personal—but that’s why 
pageants are such an amazing example of mercy 
and kindness.

Contrary to the stereotypes, pageant girls are 
some of the kindest and most caring people on 
the planet. Case in point: When my sister had 
a kidney transplant in 2005, pageant girls were 
among the first to call and visit her in the hospital. 
Ten years later, when my sister needed a second 
transplant, pageant girls we hadn’t seen in years 
were among the first to get tested as matches.

I’ve certainly met catty and mean girls at 
pageants, but they are the exception to the rule. 
In my experience, most pageant girls genuinely 
root for and support each other. That’s why at 
the end of televised pageants, you usually see all 

the contestants run up to the winner to hug and 
congratulate her—the woman who just realized 
their dream. Pageants are a supportive family, and 
being a part of that teaches you a lot about loving 
others.

Walk humbly
Pageants are also a crash course in humility. 

For one thing, no matter how good you are, you 
don’t always win. There’s a saying in the pageant 
world that on a different night, with a different 
panel of judges, the results could have been 
different—and it’s true. By the time I was 19, I 
had won five Miss Indiana titles, but I could never 
assume that any given crown was mine to take. I 
always had to practice. I always had more to learn. 
I always had to grow. In fact, the few times I did 
get cocky and started to believe I knew every-
thing there was to know about pageants, I lost. 
Badly.

Yet even winning a pageant can be an ego 
check. Becoming Miss Pageant Winner means 
you instantly become the public face of an orga-
nization. Now, for better or for worse, everything 
you say, tweet, wear or even listen to on Spotify 
can be scrutinized as a reflection of the organiza-
tion you represent, so you constantly have to be 
thinking about others and not just yourself.

(I also learned you can also still fall off the 
stage as a pageant winner, but that’s a story of 
humility for another time and place.)

Pageants are strange in that you must be 
filled with humility while simultaneously exuding 
queenly confidence. But I like to think that’s a 
microcosm of sorts for the dichotomy of humani-
ty; we are made in the image of a supremely holy 
God and yet we are sinners in need of mercy and 
grace. It’s a tricky line for anyone to walk, but 
pageant girls have extra practice.

Of course, pageants are not for everyone; my 
experience was beneficial, but that’s me. There 
are also lots of pageants out in the world, and not 
every pageant is suitable for every person. I don’t 
want to imply that pageants are a necessity to a 
girl’s development, but I do want to suggest that 
they can be if you let them. They can teach you a 
lot about God and about yourself.

Dawn Araujo-Hawkins is a member of Rainbow 
Mennonite Church in Kansas City, Kan. She is 
a staff writer based at the Global Sisters Report 
headquarters in Kansas City, Mo. Before that she 
was a freelance religion reporter and worked as the 
editorial assistant at Sojourners magazine. She has 
a journalism degree from Ball State University and 
a master’s in religion from Cincinnati Christian 
University.

We are made in the image of a supremely holy 
God and yet we are sinners in need of mercy and 
grace. It’s a tricky line for anyone to walk, but 
pageant girls have extra practice.
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LEADERSHIP
A word from Mennonite leaders

If you see something, say something

This line comes to us out of post-9/11 security 
culture. In places where people normally 
moved around freely, met one another and 

perhaps made an unexpected connection, a cul-
ture of suspicion took hold.

God forbid someone asks you to watch their 
bags while they walk with their child to look out 
the airport windows. Feel your blood pressure 
spike as someone puts their backpack down to run 
to the water fountain. I’ve seen security called in 
cases like this. Before you know it, police reports 
are being filed by witnesses, countless hours and 
money wasted, people feeling frustrated because 
their bag was considered “unattended,” and they 
have to jump through hoops to get it back.

 What we see as suspicious is filtered through 
what we perceive as familiar and comfortable, 
versus what is not.

“If you see something say something” can 
also be turned on its head for those of us who 
are members of the upside-down kin-dom of 
God. Building on Philippians 4:8, when we see 
something beautiful or honorable, we should say 
something too. 

I see much to affirm in my travels with 
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT). Our mission 
to build partnerships to transform violence and 
oppression leads us to collaborate with those 
who might be considered suspicious. Getting to 
know new places and new people in order to work 
to transform situations of violence and address 
oppression is a benefit of nonviolence work; we 
learn to see and say in new ways. Across Menno-
nite Church USA and Mennonite Church Canada, 
we travel with the Ted & Co. show “I’d Like to 
Buy an Enemy” and connect with congregations 
and community organizations engaged in mission-
al peacemaking work. 

Set in the “Enemies R Us” shop, this show 
demonstrates how the concept of enemy is built 
in our minds and hearts. It plays out the devas-
tating impacts of U.S.-led wars on humans and 
creation. The show also contains a stealth pie 
auction. Beautiful things can happen when we 
bring different people in a room to laugh, learn 
and demonstrate our values by buying pies for a 
good cause.

Affirming what is beautiful does not eliminate 
the need to identify pain and the manifestations 
of evil. It is still important to say something if you 
see something hurtful. One thing I see now is 
Donald Trump. He is encouraging the buying and 

making of enemies. Eschewing alternatives and 
capitalizing on ignorance, he is fuelling the fires of 
hatred, suspicion and consumerism.

Instead of being angry that racism still exists 
and that Trump is running for president, now is 
the time to do something about it. I often ask, 
What were the Christians of Germany doing in 
the late 1920s? What were the Christians of the 
United States doing when their Japanese neigh-
bors were rounded up and interred on the basis 
of their race/national origin? I have read enough 
history to know that many people said, “We didn’t 
see this coming; we didn’t think it could happen 
here so we didn’t say anything.”

I am not asking you to publically criticize Don-
ald Trump. He has received far too much press 
already. But I would be remiss if I did not use this 
platform to register my public dissent of the foun-
dation and direction of our country’s politics. 

Philippians 4:9 builds on the previous verse 
and invites us to speak to the reality we learn in 
Jesus. When we practice our boundary-crossing, 
enemy-loving, liberating faith, it says, “the God of 
peace will be with you.”

As you go about talking with people 
related to the national rhetoric, you do not need to 
speak for anyone else or champion anyone else’s 
cause. However, do talk about how much you 
appreciate diversity and how you’ve dealt with 
differences of opinion and power in healthy ways. 
Talk about what a loss of your neighbors, the 
land you farm or the narrowing of the church you 
attend feels like. Release yourself from the need 
to have a solution to the problems you see before 
you share your pain or confusion. Sharing your 
story will give others permission to share theirs. 
When we share our fears and sorrow, politicians 
cannot use them to divide us.

We do not know the future, but we can study 
the past. This is leadership. You have been called 
for such a time as this. If you don’t feel like you 
have skills for this moment, let me assure you 
you do. Don’t let the culture of fear and suspicion 
get into your bones. It rots them. Strengthen 
yourself for this moment through trainings avail-
able (from CPT and other organizations) for your 
congregation. Practice is the only way to learn to 
engage this moment with bold humility, disci-
plined patience and clear strategy. If that sounds 
like a lot, just begin in prayer for your words to be 
God’s words and then, if you see something, say 
something. TM

Sarah Thompson
is executive director 
of Christian Peace-
maker Teams. To 
schedule the show 
“I’d Like to Buy an 
Enemy” by Ted & 
Co. and support 
CPT, email her at 
director@cpt.org.

What we 
see as     
suspicious 
is filtered 
through 
what we 
perceive as 
familiar and 
comfortable, 
versus what 
is not. 
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OPINION
Perspectives from readers

José Elizalde
is a member of 
North Goshen 
Mennonite Church 
in Goshen, Ind.

I am a middle child

Iam a middle child. I avoid conflict. However, 
somehow I always find myself in the middle 
of it. I have learned how to mediate. My Men-

nonite Anabaptist education has given me the 
theories behind conflict resolution, both from a 
theological and sociological perspective.

Within Mennonite circles, for example, I have 
learned to navigate within the passive aggressive-
ness of most church conflicts. I know what hap-
pens to those in our Mennonite circles who show 
a more direct approach to conflict and dare to get 
emotional. More often than not, they are met with 
the detrimental effects of silence and exclusion.

As a Latino I also navigate in different 
cultural realities. I know the energy and pas-
sion that conflicts can generate. However, I also 
know the power of loyalty 
and friendship. Latinos can 
disagree passionately yet 
not allow those disagree-
ments to destroy longtime 
friendships. In many cases, 
loyalty trumps differences 
of opinion. This is a clear 
cultural uniqueness. 

In the United States, 
when it comes to conflicts 
between Latino and Ger-
man/Swiss Mennonites, 
there is an added complica-
tion: the United States’ ugly 
history of discrimination, 
i.e., racism. Issues of power, justice and equity 
affect the way conflict is viewed and ultimately 
resolved. 

I have been struck by how Latino Mennonites 
discuss and try to resolve issues of homosexu-
ality, for instance, differently from the majority 
of white Mennonites. I know Latino Mennonites 
who wrestle with the issue of homosexuality yet, 
for whatever reason, stay silent about the debate. 
It is as if contradicting the views of the known 
Latino Mennonite leaders might undermine the 
power they fought so hard to gain in Mennonite 
Church USA.

I also have been struck by the work done by 
Stephanie Krehbiel and Felipe Hinojosa, who 
speak to the chaotic process of Mennonite Church 
USA to address issues of the LBGT community 
and the unhealthy relationship between Latino 
and German/Swiss Mennonites in the United 
States. I can certainly see how manipulation and 

concerns of abusive power have clouded an hon-
est discussion of biblical interpretation and human 
sexuality. 

Mennonite Church USA finds itself at the 
middle stages of a massive rearranging. The cur-
rent split is based on theology, church polity and, 
yes, U.S. social/political views as they relate to 
homosexuality. Due diligence of biblical interpre-
tation—honoring the Word of God—is claimed by 
all. The humble recognition of the limitations of 
human theological interpretation and the acknowl-
edgement of social/political influences are not 
claimed with the same force by any.

Be that as it may, new and different days 
lie ahead. I can be cynical and say that what is 
happening to Mennonite Church USA is a clear 

indication of the failure to 
resolve conflict and the 
hypocrisy of claiming to 
know the ways of peace—or 
even to know the Prince of 
Peace. Yet my knowledge of 
Mennonite history tells me 
this is only the latest split of 
many throughout the history 
of Anabaptist denominations. 
History is simply repeating 
itself. 

I long for the day 
when we can truly agree to 
disagree and together seek 
to be faithful while sitting 

together at the same table. I fail to see why this 
is so impossible. Maybe it is my “middle child” 
coming out. Maybe it is my naïve desire to believe 
in the power of God to work among believers to 
resolve conflict.

Whatever it is, I am still here, a member of 
this fragile denomination. I am still here, a Latino 
Mennonite, at odds with many Latino Menno-
nite leaders on the issue of homosexuality and 
questioning even my own reasons for staying. So 
many Latino Mennonites of my generation are 
long gone. 

Perhaps there is a simpler answer. Perhaps I 
am too Latino, too loyal to my friends, to simply 
walk away. Perhaps I do not know where else to 
go. Perhaps I know that no matter where I go, 
conflict will follow and imperfect believers will 
fight over yet another issue. Whatever it is, I am 
here and hope for a better day, a day when we do 
learn to resolve our differences. TM

The views 
expressed do not 
necessarily 
represent the 
official positions 
of Mennonite 
Church USA, 
The Menno nite or 
the board for The 
Mennonite, Inc.

Perhaps I know that   
wherever I go, conflict 

will follow and imperfect      
believers will fight over yet 

another issue. 
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Joel Kauffmann’s fingerprints on Bible museum
Screenwriter and cartoonist helped develop displays for Museum of the Bible

Some mornings, Joel Kauffmann would wake up, turn to 
his wife, Nancy, and say, “I can’t believe I get to work 
on this project.” 

The project he was referring to was the Museum of the 
Bible, a project to get people all around the world to engage 
with the Bible through four “pillars”: research, traveling 
exhibits, education and a museum currently under construc-
tion in Washington, D.C., scheduled to open in 2017. The 
museum will cover 430,000 square feet. To see everything it 
has to offer will take nine, eight-hour days.

Kauffmann, a screenwriter and creator of the Pontius 
Puddle cartoon, published in more than 200 publications, 
including The Mennonite, died suddenly on May 8, 2015. For 
him, the project represented the convergence of his per-
sonal passion for the Bible and his experience with building 
exhibits, perhaps most prominently at Nazareth Village, an 
open-air, interactive museum in Israel that replicates village 
life in the time of Jesus. 

“Joel had such a high view of Scripture,” said Nancy 
Kauffmann, in a Feb. 3 phone interview. “He was interested 
in finding ways of making the Bible approachable to any-
body.” 

Joel’s fingerprints will still be seen in the layout 
and interactive exhibits for the museum when it opens in 
fall 2017. According to Dr. Gordon Campbell, professor of 
English at the University of Leicester who worked with 
exhibit development, Joel was influential in designing the 
New Testament exhibit, which culminates in the Sermon on 

the Mount. 
“Joel had extraordinary sense of mind,” said Campbell. 

“He was principled, but could listen intelligently enough to 
learn what made people tick. Joel was the one with the imag-
inative sensitivity to ask questions like, How would some-
body Jewish think about this? How would somebody from an 
Orthodox community think about this?” 

“When the Museum of the Bible was but an idea, Joel 
Kauffmann was the first person we asked to join the team,” 
said Cary Summers, president for the Museum of the Bible, 
at Joel’s May 11 memorial service. “He loved the Lord, and 
I loved him. Joel was the thread for our team, and although 
he is now in heaven, his fingerprint will be seen and felt for 
generations to come.” 

Other Mennonites have also been drawn into work with 
the Museum of the Bible. Allon Lefever, member of Forest 
Hills Mennonite Church, Leola, Pa., and owner of Lefever 
Associates, a consulting firm, joined the Museum of the 
Bible board because of the broad reach of the organization.  

“I like to be involved in things that have impact,” said 
Lefever in a Jan. 26 phone interview. “I like that we didn’t 
get hung up on theological differences but focused on uniting 
around the common goal. We are focused on engaging any-
one who looks to the Bible for moral or religious guidance, 
including Catholic, Jewish and Protestant communities.” 

The D.C. museum is only one piece of the Museum of 
the Bible’s work. The organization has developed traveling 
exhibits that were made in conversation with 60 universi-
ties and 100 professors. The exhibits have traveled far and 
wide, including stops in Vatican City and Los Angeles-area 
museums. The Museum of the Bible staff is also working to 
develop The Book, a text exploring the historical context and 
impact of the Bible, that the group hopes will find its way 
into schools. 

“The Bible is the most influential book written in 
western civilization,” said Lefever. “There was a large 
survey about influential books of the century, and the Bible 
came [in] first, yet it’s not allowed in schools. We are work-
ing hard to develop an incredibly interesting presentation 
of the Bible, looking at it from a historical point of view, not 
religious.” So far, the American Civil Liberties Union has not 
approved the use of the text in classrooms, but over 7,000 
students in Israel are using the textbook. 

Lefever hopes the Museum of the Bible will draw people 
from all across the globe and increase their curiosity about 
the Bible.

“The idea is that people will come in and have their 
interest piqued by wanting to see a specific thing, and then 
they’ll come in and want to come back multiple times,” said 
Lefever. “People will look at the Bible, and hopefully God’s 
Holy Spirit will take over from there.”—Hannah Heinzekehr

Construction of the Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C., is 
scheduled to be completed in 2017.
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Serving can lead to employment, even nuptials
Former Journey International and MVS participant finds work and love

Daniel Penner has a job he loves and is preparing to 
marry the love of his life. Both came as a result of 
stints with Mennonite Mission Network service pro-

grams. Penner, 26, was born into a family that served. But it 
wasn’t until he was overseas as an adult that the true value 
of service was birthed within him.

Penner was born in Bolivia to parents, Faith and Tim, 
mission workers with Mennonite Central Committee. The 
family would return to the South American nation to serve 
and visit with friends connected to Sinai Mennonite Church 
and Príncipe de Paz (Prince of Peace Evangelical Menno-
nite Church) in Santa Cruz. For Penner it was more like an 
adventurous trip or a vacation to visit extended family. 

Penner, who is from Harper, Kan. attended Hesston 
(Kan.) College, where he majored in business administra-
tion. A Mission Network recruiter visited and discussed 
service opportunities, including in South America. “The 
opportunity to travel and live in a Latin American commu-
nity sounded like something that was exciting,” said Penner 
of his initial reaction to the recruiter’s pitch about Journey 
International.

His Spanish was not that strong, so after graduating 
from college, Penner participated in the Central America 

Study and Service program in Guatemala for a few months 
and then headed to his Journey International assignment in 
Paraguay in 2009.  

“It was good that I did the CASAS study,” he said. 
“Turned out that I knew most of the Spanish in our group.”

In Paraguay, Penner stayed with a German Mennonite 
family that served at the local Latino Mennonite church, 
Casa de la Amistad. 

“I think just being with another family and seeing how 
they interacted influenced me,” he said. “Also the warm hos-
pitality I saw throughout the Latin American community. I 
really remember all of the friendships I made with the youth 
group.”

After serving with Journey International, Penner re-
turned to the United States and attended Goshen (Ind.) 
College, majoring in history. He was also thinking more and 
more about service. After graduation, he joined Menno-
nite Voluntary Service and moved to Seattle. MVSers live 
together in a house and serve at agencies that are focused on 
community service and activism. 

“I really valued my time there making meals together, 
sharing our struggles and learning how to live simply,” said 
Penner.   

Penner interned at Grist, an environmental news orga-
nization. While at Hesston, Penner dabbled with creating 
videos as a hobby. This helped at Grist, where he wrote 
website ads and transcribed news stories. After the MVS 
assignment, Penner went to Ghana for a six-month service 
internship with Mennonite Economic Development As-
sociates. Then he got a call from Grist about becoming an 
associate video producer. 

“Even though Daniel may have never expected to work 
as a video producer, it is not surprising that Grist offered him 
a job,” said Neil Richer, program director of Mennonite Vol-
untary Service. “After a year or two of serving, many MVS 
participants are offered a job by their placement agency.” 

 Penner also apparently learned something about Chris-
tian courtship. He would often walk from the MVS house to 
the Grist offices with Lucy Shirley, 25, who served at anoth-
er agency across the street. They got to know each other, 
and eventually became engaged.

Penner said that service gave him a sense of the impor-
tance of social justice, service and getting outside of your 
comfort zone. “I think serving really gives you a chance to 
step back and think about what’s most important to you and 
what’s most important in the grand scheme of things,” he 
said. “Service causes you to really wrestle with some of the 
tougher questions and emphasizes things like community 
and social justice. It’s made me a more thoughtful person 
and someone who is more conscious of the example that 
Jesus set.”—Wil LaVeist, Mennonite Mission NetworkTICO#50014322

Book your life-changing journey today! (800) 565-0451 
office@tourmagination.com www.tourmagination.com

Looking for an exceptional tour?
Travel with a Mennonite Outstanding in His Field

See our other great tours with engaging storytellers & rich community

Journey to the Holy Land with   
Mennonite World Conference 
President Nelson J. Kraybill 
(Oct 2016)

Explore Your Heritage:
•  In Central Asia with Hesston 

College History Professor John 
Sharp (June 2016)

•  In Europe with Anabaptist 
storyteller John Ruth (June 2016)

•  In Russia/Ukraine with WLU 
history professor Leonard Friesen 
(Sept 2016)

Discover Faith & Art in London,  
Berlin & Paris with AMBS professor 
Allan Rudy-Froese (July 2017)
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OBITUARIES

Adrian, Lorraine Helen Radtke, 93, 
Mountain Lake, Minn., died Feb. 13. Spouse: 
Abraham “Abe” John Adrian (deceased). 
Parents: Carl W.R. and Kathryn Penner Radt-
ke. Children: Richard Adrian, Verlo Adrian; 
seven grandchildren; 12 great-grandchil-
dren; one great-great-grandchild. Funeral: 
Feb. 16 at Sturm Funeral Home, Mountain 
Lake.

Alderfer, Warren Hendricks, 97, Lans-
dale, Pa., died Jan. 27. Spouse: Naomi Freed 
Derstine (deceased). Parents: Warren K. 
and Martha B. Hendricks Alderfer. Children: 
Rachel Hinz, Rhoda Kauffman, Glenda 
Moyer, David Alderfer; 11 grandchildren; 
25 great-grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 1 at 
Souderton Mennonite Homes, Souderton, 
Pa.

Allebach, Darwin F., 78, Perkasie, Pa., 
died Dec. 21, 2015. Spouse: A. Lorraine 
Allebach. Parents: Norman F. and Stella 
K. Fulmer Allebach. Children: Cynthia D. 
Nyce, Sherry L. Yothers, G. Darlene Nolen; 
step-children: Tamara R. Giesbrecht, Kendall 
J. Ruth, Sid J. Ruth; eight grandchildren; 
eight step-grandchildren; 11 great-grand-
children. Funeral: Jan. 3 at Blooming Glen 
Mennonite Church, Blooming Glen, Pa.

Anders, Donald N., 79, Telford, Pa., 
died Jan. 11, of head and neck trauma 
from a vehicle accident. Spouse: Catherine 
L. Derstine Anders. Parents: Earl M. and 
Mary B. Nyce Anders. Children: D. Philips 
Anders, David Anders, Cathy Weaver, 
Connie Hunsberger; 13 grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 17 at 
Franconia Mennonite Church, Telford.

Arnold, Janice Eileen Buller, 71, Hess-
ton, Kan., died Feb. 9. Spouse: George Dean 
Arnold. Parents: Marvin and Myrle Goossen 
Buller. Children: Scott Arnold, Derek Arnold; 
seven grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 15 at 
Hesston Mennonite Church.

Crouch, Mary Ellen Blackmun, 84, 
Goshen, Ind., died Feb. 2. Spouse: Jack 
Crouch. Parents: Harold and Ruth Carnes 
Blackmun. Children: Laurie Crouch Dowling, 
Marti Crouch. Funeral: Feb. 6 at Greencroft 
Evergreen Gathering Place, Goshen.

Godshalk, Paul H., 91, Chalfont, Pa., 
died Jan. 16. Spouse: Elsie Rush Godshalk 
(deceased). Parents: Horace S. and Elsie 
Hockman Godshalk. Children: Donna 
Barndt, Judith Martin Godshalk, Lorene 
“Lory” Blank; seven grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild. Funeral: Jan. 23 at Deep 
Run East Mennonite Church, Perkasie, Pa.

Graber, Clark Eldor, 76, Freeman, 
S.D., died Jan. 11. Spouse: Lerace Boshart 
Graber. Parents: Edwin “Naz” P. and Louise 
Preheim Graber. Children: Ron Graber, Dan-
ielle Vachel; six grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 
23 at Salem Mennonite Church, Freeman.

Grasse, Anthony Meryl, M.D., 92, 
passed away peacefully in 
Chambersburg, Pa., on Jan. 
29. Born May 16, 1923, in 
Chalfont, Pa., to the late 
Anthony Myers Grasse and 
Lillian Landis Grasse, Dr. 
Grasse was an accom-
plished physician in family 

practice, surgery, obstetrics and gynecology, 
dedicated to health-care service. He lived 
most of his life in Calico Rock, Ark., from 
1952 to 2015. Dr. Grasse retired from being 
a physician at the age of 88, having deliv-
ered at least three generations of babies 
over his medical career. 

Dr. Grasse was the husband of Gladys 
Landis Grasse, a nurse, for 63 years.  

In 1940, Dr. Grasse graduated from 
Souderton High School in Bucks County, 
Pa. He graduated with a B.A. from Goshen 
(Ind.) College in 1943, where he was ed-
itor of the Maple Leaf, the college year-
book. In 1947, he received an M.D. from 
Hahnemann Medical College in Philadel-
phia; he interned at St. Luke’s Hospital in 
Philadelphia in 1948. From 1948 to 1951, 

he served in overseas medical work in 
Ethiopia and Indonesia with the Mennonite 
Church. When he returned to the United 
States in 1951, he spent one year in surgery 
residency at York (Pa.) Hospital. 

After his marriage to Gladys Landis in 
July 1952, they moved to Calico Rock, Ark., 
in Aug. 1952. Meryl had previously visited 
the area of Culp and Calico Rock as a po-
tential location to establish a medical prac-
tice based on the local health-care needs, 
which influenced his decision to locate in 
Calico Rock. The Mennonites had set up 
a school and clinic in Culp, Ark., and were 
looking for a physician to serve in the area. 
Dr. Meryl and Gladys, with Meryl’s brother, 
John L. Grasse, and his wife, Mary Marga-
ret, as a team effort, set up a medical clinic 
for outpatient care in Calico Rock in 1952. 
Meryl was active in the Mennonite church 
in Arkansas, and was a founding member of 
Calico Rock Mennonite Fellowship. 

In 1956, the Izard County Hospital in 
Melbourne, Ark., closed suddenly, leaving 
the county without a hospital. Since there 
were signs it might not open again, Dr. 
Grasse decided to build the Medical Center 
of Calico Rock, a 10-bed hospital and clinic 
on 12 acres of land he had purchased, and 
it opened in 1959. Throughout the years, 
there were several additions to the original 
hospital building to a total of 22 beds. Dr. 
Grasse and shareholders of the hospital 
donated the hospital to the community and 
created a not-for-profit organization, with 
a community advisory board of directors. 
The hospital was renamed the Community 
Medical Center of Izard County.

In 1964 to 1966, Dr. Grasse and Gladys 
moved to Nigeria, West Africa, with their 
six children, to work at the Akahaba-Abiri-
ba Joint Hospital and in rural health care. 
Meryl loved to travel with his wife and 
family, exploring many different areas of 
the world. He was an avid reader, gardener 
and farmer in addition to his medical work 
and was a lifelong learner.

During his life, Dr. Grasse received many 
awards acknowledging his dedication to 
health-care service: Distinguished Service 
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Award, Arkansas Hospital Association; Allen 
Esh Award from Mennonite Health Asso-
ciation (joint award with John L. Grasse, 
Meryl’s brother); Culture for Service Award, 
Goshen College (joint award with John L. 
Grasse, Meryl’s brother); Retired Teachers 
Association for Health Care in Izard County 
((joint award with Dr. Harold Tatum of 
Melbourne, Ark.). He was a member of the 
White River Area Agency on Aging for three 
years, and Calico Rock City Council for 25 
years (1967-1993). He was awarded a Key 
to City of Calico Rock in 2015.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by 
six children: Karen Grasse of Philadelphia; 
Chloe Grasse and husband, Linford Martin, 
of Greencastle, Pa.; Carol Grasse of Boulder, 
Colo.; Gwendolyn Grasse and husband, 
Steve Voran, of Boulder, Colo.; Joel Grasse 
and wife, Susan, of Rogers, Ark.; Mark 
Grasse of Dallas, Texas; five grandchildren, 
Joseph Grasse and wife, Angela, of Omaha, 
Neb.; Joshua Grasse and wife, Dana, of 
Spokane, Wash.; Hannah and Mariah Mar-
tin of Greencastle, Pa.; and Elleanna Voran 
of Boulder, Colo.; two great-grandchildren, 
Jayden and Olivia Grasse of Omaha, Neb.; 
two brothers, Willard Grasse and wife, 

Gladys, of Chalfont, Pa.; Warren Grasse and 
wife, Linda, of Telford, Pa.; two brothers 
were previously deceased, John Grasse and 
Alvin Grasse. John is survived by his wife, 
Mary Margaret, of Calico Rock, Ark.; Alvin 
is survived by his wife, Ruth, of Lacombe, 
Alberta. 

A worship celebration of life service is 
planned for Feb. 27 at the United Methodist 
Church in Calico Rock, Ark. In addition, a 
worship celebration of life service is being 
planned for June 18 at Blooming Glen (Pa.) 
Mennonite Church in the area where Dr. 
Grasse was born and grew up.

Harder, Evangeline May Strenge, 
93, Mountain Lake, Minn., died Jan. 12. 
Parents: Eilert and Gerdena Siefkes Strenge. 
Funeral: Jan. 16 at Bethel Mennonite 
Church, Mountain Lake.

Heese, Clara Doreen Harder, 77, New 
Holland, Pa., died Jan. 21. Spouse: John 
D. Heese. Parents: Walter and Edna Lesser 
Harder. Children: Garrett Heese, Jeffrey 
Heese, Joylynn Keener; four grandchildren; 
one great-grandchild. Funeral: Feb. 6 at 
New Holland Mennonite Church.

Long, Byron Fay, 90, Sterling, Ill., died 
Jan. 31. Spouse: Elsie Catherine Iben Long. 
Parents: Menno A. Pearl Landis Long. Chil-
dren: Carol Zehr, Melvin Long, Rick Long; 
seven grandchildren; four great-grand-
children. Funeral: Feb. 20 at Science Ridge 
Mennonite Church, Sterling, Ill.

Rice, Anna Miller, 85, Perkasie, Pa., died 
Jan. 11. Spouse: Howard Rice (deceased). 
Parents: John and Edna Kulp Miller. Chil-
dren: Dennis Rice, Daryl Rice, Timothy Rice, 
John Rice, Philip Rice, Larry Rice, Garry Rice; 
10 grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 24 at Deep 
Run East Mennonite Church, Perkasie.

Riegsecker, Lois Irene Miller, 87, 
Archbold, Ohio, died Nov. 17, 2015. Spouse: 
Orval Riegsecker. Parents: Henry and Aman-
da Short Miller. Children: Ardis Stephenson, 
Delvin Riegsecker, Joetta Pugh, Doneta 
Riegsecker, Vonda Smith, Angie Wyse, Amy 
Frey, Karla Hatley; 15 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Nov. 21 at 
Central Mennonite Church, Archbold.

Tabor College
Decidedly Christian

Academically Excellent

Mark your calendar
Come and see where a Tabor College 

education can take you during our 
Campus Visit Days March 6-7. 

Email:  admissions@tabor.edu
Phone:  (620) 947-3121

For more information, 
visit tabor.edu/cvd.
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Connecting Families-East Retreat May 20-22 at Laurel-
ville Mennonite Church Center. Hear Stephanie Krehbiel present 
“Cultivating Hope: Tools for Holy Inclusion.” Stephanie recently 
completed her PhD studies at the University of Kansas. Connecting 
Families welcomes LGBT people and their families and allies to a 
weekend of sharing common thoughts regarding sexual minori-
ty concerns as they affect families, friends, and churches. Email                         
connectingfam@gmail.com to request registration materials.

Associate Pastor: Portland Mennonite Church (Ore.) is seeking 
a full-time associate pastor of community life to help us ‘seek the 
peace of the city.’ The associate pastor will work to strengthen the 
life and ministry of the church, focusing particularly on congrega-
tional life and community outreach. For more information, contact 
Katherine Jameson Pitts, Executive Conference Minister of Pacific 
Northwest Mennonite Conference, at kjpitts@pnmc.org.

Williams Co., Chicago, Ill., Family heirloom, 1890 Chapel Reed 
Organ, solid oak, good condition, kept in home, controlled temp, 
pet free, smoke free. Still plays. Free for pickup. Call for information 
and/or pictures: 815-228-3086.

North Newton Guest Housing: Serenity Silo, Barnview Cot-
tage, Woodland Hideaway. Email or call for brochures: 
vadasnider@cox.net, 316-283-5231.

Associate pastor (1.0 FTE) at Faith Mennonite Church, Newton, 
Kan.  Focus on Christian formation for youth and young adults, and 
leadership in missional outreach. Information at mennowdc.org. 
Contact person Byron Ediger at bjediger@sbcglobal.net.

Sunnyside Mennonite Church, Lancaster, Pa., seeks a full-time 
lead pastor. Candidates need to embrace Anabaptist values and 
theology and have strong interpersonal skills and a leadership 
style that develops and draws upon the diverse gifts of others in 
the congregation. For more information or to submit cover letter 
and resumé contact Chris Landes, Search Team Chairperson,            
clandes606@gmail.com.  Website: http://sunnysidemc.org.

Hagerstown Md., farm for sale. 115 acre farm with historic 
log house and barn (in need of repair). Lake and creek access. 
$500,000 firm. Brokers protected. 
Email Christy.mcelhaney@gmail.com.

First Mennonite Church, Indianapolis, Ind., seeks a full-time 
co-pastor with a focus on worship, congregational care & church 
life activities. Candidate should have a genuine personal faith, 
and beliefs with an Anabaptist perspective. Please contact IN-MI 
conference (preferred), or send cover letter and resumé to First 
Mennonite Church, Attn: Search Committee, 4601 Knollton Rd, 
Indianapolis IN 46228.

Graduate Students in Healthcare Professions: Mennonite 
Healthcare Fellowship (MHF) offers scholarship funding for Ana-
baptist students to learn and serve in cross-cultural mission/service 
settings in developing countries. Deadline for 2016-17 academic 
year is May 15, 2016. For details and application form, see http://
mennohealth.org/SET, email info@mennohealth.org, or call 1-888-
406-3643. 

Visit Europe the Mennonite Way! Faith-based Hotel Tours 
to Holland, Belgium, Germany, Switzerland, Poland and Ukraine, 
focussing on the Mennonite-Anabaptist heritage. www.mennonite-
heritagetours.eu

Business opportunity: Need honest, hardworking individuals 
who would like to increase their profits/start their own business 
with a waterproofing application on low-slope and flat commercial 
and industrial roofs. Company has a 40-plus-year record. Poten-
tial six-figure income in seven to eight months. We train. Contact 
Wayne Miller at 330-473-5902.

Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Ind., is seeking a 
full-time development officer to work in Indiana and sur-
rounding states. Position to start June 1, 2016. Job description and 
application information are available at www.ambs.edu/employ-
ment, or contact Missy Kauffman Schrock, director of development, 
at mkschrock@ambs.edu, or 574-296-6223.

 AMBS • 800.964.2627 • facebook.com/followAMBS

 SEMINARY PREVIEW DAY 
Visit Anabapti st Mennonite Biblical Seminary in 

Elkhart, Ind. on March 18: ambs.edu/visitAMBS

GREAT NEWS...
increased financial aid is now 
available for our  MDiv Connect 
online and hybrid degree program!
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Truth is elusive in political talk

Amid the plethora of messages we 
encounter in our mediaculture—
via the Internet, television, radio 

or other media—are those that spread 
lies. Often these lies are presented 
as facts; other times they are hoaxes 
meant to persuade readers of a partic-
ular political or other perspective.

We’re in the midst of a presidential 
campaign, and the claims and innuen-
dos are abundant. And the true believ-
ers—those loyal supporters of each 
candidate—are convinced the person 
they support would never lie or mis-
represent the truth. 

When some nonpartisan 
fact-checking organization points out 
the falseness of a statement, it’s too 
late. People have moved on.

Cara Lombardo, in her article 
“Deconstructing the Rightwing Spin 
Machine” (The Progressive, February) 
offers an example. On Oct. 19 and 20, 
2015, Sean Hannity told Fox News 
viewers that President Obama unilater-
ally decided that the United States was 
going to let in 250,000 refugees from 
Syria and other war-torn regions. Five 
days later, Donald Trump cited this 
figure in New Hampshire.

The claim, however, was completely 
false, Lombardo writes.

The fact-checking outlet PolitiFact 
traced the claim back to what appears 
to be a hoax article on a website called 
RealNewsRightNow. The article at-
tributed the figure to a “Cathy Pieper” 
at the State Department. “We could 
find no Cathy Pieper working for the 
State Department,” PolitiFact reported.

You can also check PolitiFact, which 
has won the Pulitzer Prize, for a list of 
20 false statements by Hillary Clinton. 
Here are a few: “We now have more 
jobs in solar than we do in oil.” “Every 
piece of legislation, just about, that I 
ever introduced (in the U.S. Senate) 
had a Republican co-sponsor.” “We now 
have driven (health-care) costs down to 
the lowest they’ve been in 50 years.”

False information can spread quick-
ly. Following the Navy Yard shooting in 

2013, writes Lombardo, “the far-right 
website Breitbart reported that guns 
are banned on military bases, suggest-
ing that laxer laws may have saved 
lives.” NRA member Ted Nugent 
repeated the claim on Twitter, and mul-
tiple Fox News contributors followed 
suit. The fact is that the rule does not 
ban all guns; one of the first Navy Yard 
victims was an armed security guard.

Politics has always drawn what 
Lombardo calls “strategic fibbing.” For 
example, when Thomas Jefferson ran 
for president, a Connecticut newspaper 
cautioned that his victory would mean 
that “murder, robbery, rape, adultery 
and incest will openly be taught and 
practiced.” A Jefferson supporter then 
said John Adams was a “repulsive ped-
ant” who had sent his vice president 
overseas to bring back mistresses.

Lombardo quotes Lucas Graves, 
journalism professor at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison and author of 
the forthcoming book Deciding What’s 
True: The Fact-Checking Movement in 
American Journalism: “Some politicians 
will continue to make a claim as long as 
they think it’s useful, no matter what 
the mainstream media or experts say.” 

Thus for years certain politicians 
have questioned the legitimacy of 
President Obama’s birth certificate, 
a matter that was settled, and then 
settled again.

The truth is usually complex and 
nuanced—partly true or true some-
times. But most people want simple 
answers or statements, and those who 
offer the nuanced truth are often not 
elected.

Usually corrections to false claims 
come after the claims have been dis-
seminated. And, Graves says, “Even 
when presented with new information, 

people tend to stick 
to what they have 
heard.” TM

Gordon Houser is 
editor of The Men-
nonite.

FILM REVIEW

Room (R) is told from the perspective 
of 5-year-old Jack. He and his mother 
are trapped in a 10-by-10-foot room, 
the only world Jack knows before they 
escape. For the first time he encounters 
the wider world, and we see the world 
with new eyes as well, perhaps with new 
appreciation for the simple things that 
surround us. The film involves suspense, 
fine acting and gut-wrenching emotion. 
(The R is for language.)—Gordon Houser

BOOK REVIEWS

The Gospel According to the 
Blues by Gary W. Burnett (Cascade 
Books, 2014, $20) explores the blues 
and how they correspond to the gospel. 
Burnett offers an overview of the blues 
and points out that the Bible has a lot of 
the blues in it. He notes that “the blues 
have always been about telling the truth 
about injustice in the world.” He writes: 
“In a world dominated by the gods of 
comfort and convenience, the blues calls 
our attention to the great sea of need all 
around us that cries out for our attention 
and engagement.”—gh

The Experience of God: Being, 
Consciousness, Bliss by David Bent-
ley Hart (Yale University Press, 2013, $17) 
is a difficult but rewarding book. Hart 
addresses debates about the existence 
of God by exploring how the world’s reli-
gions define God. He writes that God “is 
the one reality in which all our existence, 
knowledge and love subsist, from which 
they come and to which they go.”—gh

Two Dogs and a Parrot: What 
Our Animal Friends Can Teach Us 
About Life by Joan Chittister (Blue-
Bridge, 2013, $18.95) is a book about 
the role of animal companions in the 
development of our own spiritual lives. 
Chittister notes that “the human-ani-
mal relationship had once held pride of 
place in the spiritual agendas of human 
development.” This is a wise book, and 
not just for pet owners.—gh

Reflections on the effect of media and culture on our faith
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NEW VOICES
By and about young adults

A letter to my elders

Iam 20 years old, and, like you, I live in a world 
full of brokenness and hope. Hope in the work 
of the church. My passion for the church began 

in seventh grade, when I was invited to give the 
message on our church’s Youth Sunday. I will 
always remember an elderly woman coming up to 
me afterward to say, “Emily, you have a wonderful 
gift. Don’t ever stop using it.” Those words have 
stayed with me as I have had numerous opportu-
nities to lead worship, read Scripture, sing with 
the worship team and participate in dramas.

The mentors who have walked with me, chal-
lenging me to grow and affirming the gifts they 
see in me, have helped me discover who I am. 

I am a Christian, but I’ve found that fewer and 
fewer people feel comfortable in that category.

Last May, the Pew Research Center released 
a survey that found that the percentage of adults 
(18 and older) who identify as Christian has 
dropped from 78.4 in 2007 to 70.6 in 2014. 

One reason for this drop is authenticity. 
With its lack in the church today, many hesitate 
to identify as Christian. That hesitation expands 
to our identity in the church. We want an authen-
tic church experience. My generation desires to 
identify ourselves with a community that cares 
more about affirming us and validating our stories 
than telling us who we should be. 

I asked some of my peers to reflect on the 
question, What is the church missing?

• “The church has become a place where peo-
ple cannot be transparent about their struggles, 
fears or disagreements. Where are the community 
of Christ followers who invite others to share 
with honesty and rawness, who walk with the 
downtrodden, who create a space for truth to be 
claimed? The church isn’t allowing for the hard-
ness of life to enter and be present. It gets pushed 
under a pew and ignored.” 

• “Don’t worry about making church fun or 
entertaining. Church is life changing, and follow-
ing Jesus’ teachings is even more so. It’s not a 
race about who has the biggest church budget or 
best food at a potluck. Take the time to be vulner-
able, even if it means taking risks.”

• “We are stagnant, slow and too focused on 
the wrong things. We are too caught up in this for-
mula for Christianity: a+b=saved. God is moving, 
and we need to as well.”

• “The church is sometimes an exclusive 
group. I see the church as a place where all 
sinners can come together, broken but asking for 

forgiveness. Sometimes I see a ‘you’re not good 
enough for church’ attitude.”

• “We don’t listen to one another well any-
more, and our communities are becoming smaller 
and smaller and less and less about living our 
daily lives as Christians.”

My peers and I long to know we are enough 
and what we have done is enough. We long for 
a safe place to take off our masks. We long for 
affirmation. We long for not only an intimate 
relationship with Jesus but with those we gather 
with every Sunday. We want our contributions to 
the church’s work to be welcomed and affirmed. 
We want you to challenge us with your stories, 
and we want to have the opportunity for us to 
challenge you with our stories.

A new generation of leaders is waiting, 
and we need your help. We need you to prepare 
us. We need you to affirm our God-given gifts. We 
need you to tell us we will mess up and make mis-
takes. Tell us that it will be OK because not only 
will God still love us, you will, too. In short, we 
want our experience to be authentically Christian.

I was filled with hope as we also reflected on 
the value you bring to the table. 

• “There is so much life experience and wis-
dom they have to offer. They, too, have wrestled 
in their own way with the church. It would be a 
great loss if we didn’t choose to see the value of 
the generations preceding us.”

• “Not only do they tell funny stories, they 
make me feel at home.”

• “They don’t try to pretend to be perfect, but 
they still are so wise.”

• “The older generation has many ‘God’ ex-
periences to share that often we don’t hear. They 
offer wisdom, stability and are always willing to 
give their time to support anyone in the church.”

• “Sometimes they may be slow to move for 
change, but this should be a good balance with 
younger members who want radical, immedi-
ate change. It may be hard to agree with people 
across the age spectrum, but we need to realize 
their concerns are always as valid as ours.” 

Author’s note: Thanks to Ridgeway and 
Weavers Mennonite churches in Harrisonburg, Va., 
and Zion Mennonite Church in Archbold, Ohio, for 
helping shape me and believing in me. Your words 
of affirmation, hugs, tears, smiles and open hearts 
have encouraged me to continue using my gifts 
and have cultivated a passion and desire to stay in 
relationship with the church. TM

Emily Kauffman
is a student at 
Hesston (Kan.) 
College.

Tell us that 
it will be 
OK because 
not only will 
God still 
love us, 
you will, 
too. 
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Ervin Stutzman 
is executive 
director of 
Mennonite Church 
USA.

Love is a verb
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ 
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has 
material possessions and sees a brother or sister 
in need but has no pity on them, how can the love 
of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not 
love with words or speech but with actions and in 
truth.—1 John 3:16-18 TNIV

Most of us have heard of John 3:16. Many 
cite it as their favorite verse in the Bible: 
“For God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son…” I’ve heard 1 John 3:16 
quoted less often, though it’s just as important. 
That’s why I quoted it above. Together, these 
verses teach us that God’s 
love and ours is demonstrat-
ed through action on behalf 
of others.

That’s the essence of 
the catchphrase “Love is a 
Verb,” a theme our denom-
ination will be exploring for 
the next 18 months. Across 
Mennonite Church USA be-
tween now and our July 2017 
convention in Orlando, Fla., we intend to highlight 
the many ways God’s love is expressed to and 
through us in the world.  

This is not a new idea for us; as Menno-
nites, we carry it in our spiritual DNA. Consider 
the quote by our forbear in faith, Menno Simons 
(the bolded emphasis is mine): 

“True evangelical faith is of such a nature it 
cannot lie dormant, but spreads itself out in 
all kinds of righteousness and fruits of love; it 
dies to flesh and blood; it destroys all lusts and 
forbidden desires; it seeks, serves and fears 
God in its inmost soul; it clothes the naked; it 
feeds the hungry; it comforts the sorrowful;  it 
shelters the destitute; it aids and consoles the 
sad; it does good to those who do it harm; it 
serves those that harm it; it prays for those who 
persecute it; it teaches, admonishes and judges 
us with the Word of the Lord; it seeks those who 
are lost; it binds up what is wounded; it heals the 

sick; it saves what is strong (sound); it becomes 
all things to all people. The persecution, suffer-
ing and anguish that come to it for the sake of 
the Lord’s truth have become a glorious joy and 
comfort to it.”

Menno’s wide-ranging and somewhat over-
whelming compilation of the fruits of love opens a 
window to show the breadth of love in action. The 
seeds of this love are planted in our hearts by a 
loving God. These seeds are nourished by God’s 
Word and watered by the rain of God’s Spirit, so 
they can spring out of dormancy into a vibrant, 
fruitful life. 

In 1 John 4:19-21, we are reminded that we 
love others because God first loved us. If our lives 

are rooted in God’s love, 
we will reach out in love for 
others. It’s sobering to be 
told that “if we do not love 
a fellow believer, whom we 
have seen, we cannot love 
God, whom we have not 
seen.” “Those who love God 
must also love one another.” 

The Scripture verses 
from 1 John and the saying of 

Menno Simons remind us that verbal professions 
of love for others must ultimately be tested in 
action. Just as I long to be a loving person, I long 
for Mennonite Church USA to be a loving church. 
In the midst of turmoil and disagreement in the 
political world as well as the church, our love for 
one another is being tested. 

We will pass this test as we renew our com-
mitments to the most basic elements of Christian 
faith: to love God with all of our heart, mind and 
strength, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. 
Not only in words, but in actions. In times like 
these, love is a verb.

To learn more about the Love is a Verb initiative, 
visit www.mennoniteusa.org/mennolove/. TM
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If our lives are rooted in 
God’s love, we will reach 
out in love for others.
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Jon Sobrino knows something of suffering. A 
Spanish-born Jesuit priest, Sobrino helped to 
found the University of Central America in 

San Salvador, El Salvador, an educational insti-
tution run by the Jesuit order. On November 16, 
1989, Sobrino was away from home when mem-
bers of the Atlacatl Battalion, or “death squads,” 
broke into the university and murdered all six of 
his Jesuit co-workers, their housekeeper and her 
16-year-old daughter. The murder was an effort 
to stop the witness for peace that these priests 
had begun in the midst of an ongoing civil war in 
El Salvador. 

Sobrino is also a liberation theologian. This 
means that, for Sobrino, if we care about the story 
of Christ, we must also care about those who suf-
fer, or those “crucified peoples,” who represent 
Christ’s body among us now.  

He writes, “Cross means not only poverty, but 
death. And death is what the people of the Third 

World suffer in a thousand ways. It is a slow but 
real death, caused by poverty, so that the poor are 
those who die before their time … It is swift and 
violent death caused by repression and wars …
And it is indirect but effective death when poor 
peoples are deprived even of their own cultures, 
in order to subjugate them, weaken their identity 
and make them more vulnerable.”

The cross is a symbol of the powers that be in 
this world; those oppressive systems that crucify 

and torture people who cry out for a new world 
order and a different way of living. 

Those of us who live in the United States are 
complicit with this torture and are perhaps exe-
cutioners by default when our country launches 
drone strikes that kill thousands in other coun-
tries and when we cease to acknowledge the 
deadly systemic oppressions in our midst. 

Good Friday is a day when the story of Je-
sus crucified on the cross is front and center in 
our collective Christian minds. It’s a day when 
Christians wrestle with the ever-present reality of 
suffering.  

This year, if you have been following the 
news, it should not be hard to call to mind im-
ages of suffering in our world and in our church. 
Our headlines have been filled with stories of 
refugees; xenophobic political rhetoric; reports 
of bombings; accounts of rape and sexual abuse; 
discussions about who is welcome; and stories of 
poisoned drinking water and murdered children. 
This list almost writes itself. 

Sobrino suggests that to understand those 
who suffer as crucified, and therefore associated 
with the death that Jesus died, is to make it a 
religious imperative that we pay attention to and 
work against this suffering. We must understand 
God’s preference for those at the margins. And, as 
Joanna Harader notes (page 23), we must start to 
unpack the ways that we are accountable for this 
suffering, too. 

Sobrino reminds me to think about all of the 
ways that I am complicit in nailing people to the 
cross.

But the story of Jesus does not end on the 
cross. It ends with resurrection: a clear reminder 
that God is with those who suffer and that God is 
always working toward redemption. We’re called 
to be about this work, too.-hh

Those that we crucify

Hannah Heinzekehr 
is Executive Director 
of The Mennonite, 
Inc. 

The cross is a symbol of the powers that be in 
this world; those oppressive systems that crucify 
and torture people who cry out for a new world 
order and a different way of living. 

                        FROM THE EDITOR


