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This publication welcomes your letters,
either about our content or about issues
facing the Mennonite Church USA.
Please keep your letter brief—one or two
paragraphs—and about one subject only.
We reserve the right to edit for length
and clarity. Publication is also subject to
space limitations. Email to
letters@themennonite.org or mail to
Letters, The Mennonite, 3145 Benham
Ave., Suite 4, Elkhart, IN 46517. Please
include your name and address. We
will not print letters sent anonymously,
though we may withhold names at our
discretion.—Editors
Faith and election day
Thank you for having the courage to
deal with the subject of politics (October). Too long have Mennonites avoided the opportunity to help establish
God’s will and kingdom “here on earth
as it is in heaven.” I was especially
impressed with the five boxes, “Faith
and Election Day” (identified with red
checks). As one of the writers stated,
“I would love to bury my head in the
sand and pretend the election wasn’t
happening…(but)…people’s lives will
be affected by the votes cast.”
As I look back at some of the decisions our leaders have made, I lament
the terrible mistakes that have caused
untold suffering to people all over the
world. What could have been different
if Christians had voted and supported
wiser leaders who made decisions
that benefited the common good. One
example: As Hitler was rising in power,
what difference would it have made
if Christians had taken a strong stand
against his policies? (A large majority,
including Mennonites, supported his
rise to power.) Too long have we as
Mennonites remained “the silent in
the land.” Christ was not silent; he
spoke out against the rulers of his
day—“scribes, Pharisees, hypocrites,
you brood of vipers, full of dead men’s
bones.” We in our day have the privileged opportunity to use the tool at our
hands to help bring in God’s kingdom
by choosing to vote for leaders who are
inclined to benefit the good of all people.—Edwin Moyer, Quakertown, Pa.
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A permeable place
Thanks for the editorial (November)
and the encouragement to read the
article by Brett Klingenberg. I agreed
with what he said about the Ephesians
passage: “What is striking about the
passage is that God does not become
less holy or less Godlike in order to be
more relevant to humanity but retains God’s holiness while creating an
access point for our adoption into God’s
household.” This is so important in our
vision of working for healing and hope.
—Wilma Shank, Goshen, Ind.
Questions for leaders
I have some questions for credentialed church leaders. If you found out
your child or grandchild is gay, would
you show them unconditional love by
welcoming them into your church? Or
would you hold the security of your
official position to be more important
than including them? Do you interpret
the Scripture in light of the teachings
of Jesus, who included those who were
not considered worthy of inclusion?
What about the Forbearance Resolution? If that resolution were followed,
would Isaac Villegas still have his
credentials?—Ruby Lehman, Harrisonburg, Va.
The world will be destroyed
The United States needs to change.
The world is ready to be destroyed by
fire. Men are being beheaded, Christians are killed, raped, persecuted.
There is violence and immorality all
around us. A service man is dragged
out for mentioning God. We need
change, an awakening.
The world will be destroyed by fire,
and Christians will have a new earth
and heaven. The U.S. Motto is “In God
We Trust.” Patrick Henry said, “Give
me Liberty or give me death.” He also
said, ‘This great Nation was founded
not by religionists but by Christians.
Let us act like Christians and Americans.—Wayne Kratzer, Kidron, Ohio
Correction
Harold Kraybill (Letters, September) is
from Pennsylvania, not Oregon.
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IN THIS ISSUE

E

ach December we try to present
an article or two related either to
Christmas or Advent.
Joe Miller’s story of his and his
wife’s long wait for their adopted
daughter Manuchka (page 12) fits well
with the Advent theme of waiting.
“This Will Not End Well” by
Elaine Maust (page 16) is another story about the effect of a child
on others. Here it is a boy named,
appropriately, Emmanuel, who came
to a Christmas celebration at Jubilee
Mennonite Church in Meridian, Miss.
God can work in situations we fear
will not end well and bring life to
many people.
In “A Healing Journey” (page 20),
Elwood Yoder tells the story of Tony
Brenneman and how his congregation,
Zion Mennonite Church in Broadway,
Va., rallied around Tony and his family
after he suffered a serious injury from

a hiking accident. Not only Tony but
the whole church was transformed.
Often in its history, the church
has feared change and fought against
it, but as Rich Preheim shows in “A
Story of church change” (page 23),
the church has worked through times
of conflict and has changed.
Hannah Heinzekehr (page 27)
writes about two Mennonite congregations in Pennsylvania that have
built interfaith and cross-cultural
relationships.
In the Grace and Truth column
(page 8), Isaac Villegas recounts many
harsh incidents of hatred that followed
the U.S. presidential election.
In Global Anabaptism (page 9),
John Roth writes about the coming
500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation and asks how it relates
to the global church.
In Leadership (page 30), Nelson
Okanya writes about proclaiming
God’s kingdom of hope.

In Opinion (page 31), Jacob Elias
points out that the Bible is not just
one book but a library of books.
In New Voices (page 38), Dominique Chew calls us to comfort those
waiting in darkness for peace.
In his column (page 39), Ervin
Stutzman tells the story of his sister
Edith, who was born with mental and
physical handicaps and unable to live
on her own. He gives thanks for the
Mennonite individuals and institutions that cared for her.
In my editorial (page 40), I ask,
What are you waiting for? and give
that question two meanings: What do
you long for? and the encouragement
to act now because God is always
present with us.
Check out our website for Advent
meditations by various writers. We
will post a new reflection each day of
Advent.
May you enjoy a blessed Advent
and Christmas.—Editor
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NEWS BRIEFS
Mennonite women claim
power and celebrate
diversity at conference

At the Anabaptist Women Doing Theology conference Nov. 4-6 in Leesburg,
Va., participants examined what it
means to hold power and exist in the
power of others. Around 150 women
explored the conference’s theme, “I’ve
Got the Power! Naming and Reclaiming
Power As a Force of Good,” through
large group conversations, worship and
breakout sessions.
The breakout sessions covered topics such as poetry; the female body and
dress in pastoral ministry; womanist
theology; social media and more.
The conference was the second of
its kind planned by Mennonite Church
USA’s Women in Leadership Project
(WLP), an initiative to name and transform sexism in the church. The first
conference, held in Leesburg in February 2014, discussed the theme “All You
Need Is Love: Honoring the Diversity
of Women’s Voices in Theology.”
Panelists Jennifer Davis Sensenig,
Iris de León-Hartshorn, and Wilma Bailey opened the first session, “Naming
the Power We Posses,” by describing
power as something that can be both
positive and negative.
In the second session, “Owning the
Power Within Us,” panelists Sue ParkHur, Rachel Halder and Sarah Matsui
spoke on the power of bearing witness
to one’s ancestors, body and identity.
In the final session, “Empowered to
Empower,” Chantelle Todman Moore,
Barbra Graber and Erica Littlewolf
discussed using power to empower
others.
Jenny Castro, coordinator of the
WLP, said there is no future WLP conference in the works.—Becca Kraybill

Manickam named
candidate of choice for
Hesston president

In a live-streamed announcement
on Oct. 28, Hesston (Kan.) College
announced Dr. Joseph Manickam as its
candidate of choice for the college’s
ninth president. The announcement

Brian Yoder Schlabach

News from the Mennonite world

Goshen students teach middle schoolers to code

Goshen (Ind.) College junior Megan Gerke helps seventh grader Sam Smith and sixth
grader Nayely Arellano with a coding challenge during a coding club meeting at
Goshen Middle School. In April, Goshen College’s Digital Eve group, led by Jeanette
Shown, associate professor of computer science and information technology, and
Megan Gerke, a junior information technology major, received an $8,500 grant from
Google’s IgniteCS program, which supports student groups in developing and delivering a computer science outreach program in their community.—Goshen College
was made by Ken G. Kabira, chair of
the presidential search committee,
and Carlos Romero,
executive director of
Mennonite Education
Agency. Manickam’s selection was unanimously
approved by the Hesston
College Board of Directors on Oct. 23.
Should the appointment be approved, Manickam would become the
first person of color to serve as president of a Mennonite college.
Manickam is a 1987 graduate of
Hesston, earning an associate degree
in auto mechanics. He credits Hesston
as the first place he heard an Anabaptist biblical perspective and a time
when the “gospel ethic of nonviolence”
took root for him. He is also a 1991
graduate of Goshen (Ind.) College.
After college, Manickam worked
for the Hesston College Admissions
Office, the Center for Anabaptist Leadership of Pacific Southwest Mennonite
Conference and Mennonite Central
Committee as area director for the East
Asia program.
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Manickam currently serves as the
director of Payap University’s Institute
of Religion, Culture and Peace and
is a peace studies faculty member in
Chiang Mai, Thailand.
Manickam earned his Ph.D. in Intercultural Studies from Fuller Seminary
in Pasadena, Calif. His doctoral dissertation focused on “A Study of Race,
Culture and Ethnicity in the Mennonite
Church USA.” He has also served on
the boards of The Mennonite, Inc.,
and Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical
Seminary in Elkhart, Ind.— Hannah
Heinzekehr with Hesston College

Congregational affiliation shifts for some in
Lancaster Conference

The decision by Lancaster (Pa.)
Mennonite Conference (LMC) to leave
Mennonite Church USA in November
2015 launched discussions about affiliation for congregations throughout and
beyond the conference.
Beginning last winter, a group of
17 LMC congregations—who chose to
maintain connections to both LMC and

NEWS BRIEFS
—compiled by Gordon Houser
the conference is in “various stages of
discernment with several others.”
Among those congregations joining
LMC was First Mennonite Church in
Berne, Ind. Following up on a decision two years earlier, members of
First Mennonite voted on Sept. 25 to
withdraw their membership from Ohio
Conference and join LMC.—Gordon
Houser and Hannah Heinzekehr

AMBS stands with
Standing Rock resisters

On Nov. 2, Alison Brookins, an M.Div.
student at Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, Ind.; Katerina
Friesen, who graduated this year with
an M.Div. degree; and Sara Wenger
Shenk, AMBS president, published
an open letter in support of the Water
Protectors gathered at Standing Rock
to resist the Dakota Access Pipeline.
“We call on our Anabaptist Mennonite community to stand with Standing
Rock through prayer, presence and
financial action,” the letter reads.
It listed these financial actions:
•Support the legal defense fund to

David Shenk

Mennonite Church USA during this
interim time period—met to discuss
options and share about models for
discernment and decision-making.
One year later, nine of the congregations have made decisions. Five—
Assured Hope Community Church,
Lancaster; Hershey (Pa.) Mennonite
Church; Sunnyside Mennonite Church,
Lancaster; Living Light Mennonite
Church, Washington Boro, Pa.; and
Witmer Heights Mennonite Church,
Lancaster—voted to remain members
of LMC, while four congregations—
East Chestnut Street Mennonite
Church, Lancaster; New Holland
(Pa.) Mennonite Church; North Bronx
(N.Y.) Mennonite Church; and Pilgrims
Mennonite Church, Akron, Pa.—joined
Atlantic Coast Conference on Oct. 22 at
its fall assembly.
Earlier proposals, one suggesting
the formation of a new Pennsylvania
conference, did not move forward.
In the last six months, LMC has
received 14 new congregations into
membership, and Keith Weaver, executive conference minister, notes that

MCC partners help following Ecuador earthquake
Digna Macias, left, surveys the damage to her home, which was among the many
destroyed when a 7.8-magnitude earthquake struck the Pacific coast of northern
Ecuador. She is joined by José Tumbaco, right, the pastor of Iglesia La Paz in Manta,
Manabi Province. Her home was rebuilt by Iglesia Evangélica Menonita Ecuatoriana
(IEME), a member denomination of Conservative Mennonite Conference and a Mennonite Central Committee partner.—MCC

assist nonviolent protestors who have
been arrested and incarcerated.
•Move your money out of banks
that are supporting the Dakota Access
Pipeline.
•Decrease your dependence on fossil fuels by making sustainable lifestyle
choices, individually and as a community.—AMBS

MEDA celebrates ‘Women
Changing the World’

The contributions of women to economic development and world-changing work were front and center at this
year’s MEDA (Mennonite Economic
Development Associates) Convention
Oct. 27-30 in San Antonio, Texas.
Around 425 attendees, mostly from the
United States and Canada, gathered
at the annual event to learn about and
support MEDA’s ongoing work around
the world.
Each day was organized around
plenary sessions featuring powerful
women speaking about their worldwide
work. On Oct. 27, Sally Armstrong, an
international war correspondent who
has specialized in coverage of women
during wartime and winner of three
Amnesty International awards, addressed the group.
On Oct. 28, a panel of women in
business shared tips they had learned
from their work, as well as reflections
on how faith and business concepts are
integrated for them.
On Oct. 29, Nobel Prize winner and
worldwide activist and speaker Leymah
Gbowee spoke about her experience
of mobilizing women in Liberia and
beyond. Gbowee is also a graduate of
Eastern Mennonite University, Harrisonburg, Va.
She encouraged MEDA attendees to
devote their lives to tearing down the
invisible barriers that prevent peace
from being a true possibility.
“Why is it that even though we
stand for the same things, we find it so
hard to work together?” said Gbowee.
“Does the bullet know a Christian from
a Muslim?”— Hannah Heinzekehr
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GRACE & TRUTH
A word from pastors

Our unbearable night

O
Isaac Villegas
is pastor of
Chapel Hill (N.C.)
Mennonite Church.

Violence
shrouds this
country
during
Christmas,
a threat of
violence
that some of
us feel more
than others.

n election night, at a college in New York,
in a dorm room elevator, a black baby doll is
hung from a noose.
In Indiana, an African-American woman strolls
down the sidewalk. White men slow their truck,
rolling down a window. “F*** you n****r b***h,”
they yell at the woman. “Trump is going to deport
you back to Africa.”
In Utah, two white kindergartners tease their
Latino schoolmate in the playground. “We voted
for Trump,” they say, smiling and playing. “And
that means you’re going to be sent to a new
school, in Mexico.”
In Walmart, a white woman walks up to someone wearing a hijab and rips it off, saying, “This is
not allowed anymore.”
In Pennsylvania, on a subway, a group of white
men see a woman in a dress—and one man calls
out, “Grab her by the p***y!” as another reaches
for her.
In California, late at night, a white man,
guzzling his beer, walks toward a group of gay
men and shatters the empty bottle across one of
their faces, shouting, “We’ve got a new president,
you f*****g f*****s!”
In New Jersey, after buying groceries at the
store, a mother buckles her two babies in their car
seats. A white man, watching from his parked car,
shouts at her. “Take your little chinklets, and go
back to where you came from. It’s Trump Nation
now.”
In New York City, in Times Square, a white
man bumps into a black woman. “Watch where
you going n****r,” he says, scowling at her, then
grins. “You’re gonna be working in my fields pretty soon, because my man Trump owns you now.”
In North Carolina, where I live, the Ku Klux
Klan announces plans for a rally on Dec. 3 to
celebrate the election of Donald Trump, whom
they herald as the president who will restore the
supremacy of whiteness. “We are not hateful people as our enemies would have you believe,” the
KKK explains as they plan their event. “We are
common white people from all walks of life.”
Down the street from where our church meets
for worship, a Latino boy walks to school and a
white man pulls over his car, rolls down the window, and yells at the child. “Hey, kid,” he points at
the fourth-grader. “We get to send you back now,
wetback.”
Up the hill from my house, in a neighborhood
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next to ours, a concrete wall is tagged with graffiti: “Black lives don’t matter and neither does your
votes.”
At church small group, a friend who teaches
junior high tells me about his students, black
and brown girls and boys, all of them scared and
crying, fearful of the brazen racism that has been
unleashed in the national affirmation of a Trump
presidency. “What do I tell them tomorrow?” he
asks me.
This morning I talk with a friend—a U.S.
citizen, a Pakistani Muslim. I tell him I’ve been
praying for his safety, for him and his family, his
wife and child. In a town where most people are
white, in a society where whiteness has become
a rallying cry for bigotry, fear shrouds the life of
his family. Like the Klansman’s cloak, underneath
someone’s white skin may be hidden the xenophobic ideology that empowered multitudes to
admire Trump’s racist rhetoric.
“As a Muslim American,” I ask my friend,
“what are you praying for these days?”
“As the Qur’an says,” he responds to me,
“Allah does not burden a soul beyond what it
can bear.” Then he recites a passage from Surah
Al-Baqarah: “Our Lord, burden us not with what
we have no ability to bear. And pardon us and
forgive us and have mercy upon us.” And I tell
him that his holy text reminds me of the apostle
Paul, from a letter to the church in Corinth, where
he explained that God would not let us be tested
beyond what we can bear, that God will show us
how to endure.
“That will be my prayer for you,” I tell him,
“that this moment in our society will not test you
beyond what you can bear, that God will sustain
your family.” After I hang up the phone, he texts
me a picture of his 2-year-old daughter—her face
glowing: bright eyes, chubby cheeks, exuberant
smile.
Violence shrouds this country during Christmas, a threat of violence that some of us feel more
than others. Mary and Joseph knew this fear, as
they survived Herod and his supporters, his mobs
who menaced society with threats, with death.
This world feels unbearable, as I imagine it
felt for Mary. And, like Mary, if there’s any hope,
it will involve our labor, our struggle—pushing
new life into a world that hates her life. Christmas
hope is travail, screaming in the night, crying out
for the promise of life in a terrifying world. TM

GLOBAL ANABAPTISM
Stories from the global Mennonite church

Celebrating the Reformation?

O

n Monday, Oct. 31—Reformation Day in
the Protestant tradition—Pope Francis I
joined with representatives of the Lutheran
World Federation and leaders from across the
Christian church in a remarkable ecumenical
service at the Lund Cathedral in Sweden. Coming
one year ahead of the 500th year anniversary of
Martin Luther’s posting of the 95 Theses—a day
many Lutherans regard as the birthplace of their
church—the worship service both commemorated the Protestant Reformation and expressed a
hope for closer relations between Protestants and
Catholics.
Clearly, the service at Lund was a landmark
event, a significant step in a long ecumenical
journey. In 1999, after 50 years of ecumenical
dialogue, Catholic and Lutheran theologians
summarized their shared understandings in a
document, “Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification.” More recently, a joint publication, “From
Conflict to Communion,” concluded with five
ecumenical commitments, each pointing toward
the restoration of fellowship that has divided
Protestants and Catholics for half a millennium.
Now, as we near the culmination of a decade-long
national celebration of Martin Luther and the
Protestant Reformation, the highest authorities in
the Catholic and Lutheran churches have publicly
expressed a desire for reconciliation. Christians
around the world should enthusiastically celebrate
and encourage these steps toward unity in the
body of Christ.
From a global church perspective, however, all
this focus on the Reformation looks a bit different.
First, we should be reminded of some
basic numbers. Of the roughly 2.4 billion Christians in the world, half are Catholics. Another 300
million or so are members of various Orthodox
churches that have no particular connection to the
Reformation. Then there is the fact that neither of
the fastest growing groups in the world of global
Christianity—Pentecostal-Charismatic churches,
which number around 650 million adherents, and
African Initiated Churches (AICs), with some 84
million members—identify in any particular way
with the events in 16th-century Europe. In the
meantime, those groups most closely associated with the Reformation—so-called “mainline
Protestants”—are facing precipitous losses in
membership, particularly in Europe and North
America.
Second, the majority of Christians in the

global South inhabit theological worlds far from
the mainstreams of Western universities and the
dominant narratives of church history textbooks
in which the Reformation looms so large. From
their perspective, the central theological issues
of the 16th century Reformers—debates over the
freedom of the will, for example, or justification
by faith or the sovereignty of God—are far less
significant than the biblical themes of poverty and
healing, the living reality of the Holy Spirit, and
Christ’s call to the Great Commission.
Calling attention to this broader perspective
does not mean we should ignore the long series of
events next year commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. “Right remembering”
is a central theme of the biblical narrative—an
expression of the good news of the gospel.
But if the Reformation is to be relevant to
the global Christian church, it may call for greater
attention to those 16th-century groups that have
traditionally been relegated to margins of the
story: the dissenters, radicals, spiritualists and
heretics. Like the Radical Reformation dissenters,
AIC groups often emerge as lay-initiated movements of self-proclaimed pastors and prophets
who challenge traditional sources of ecclesial
authority, ignore political boundaries and threaten the social status quo. Like the spiritualists of
the 16th century, Pentecostal-Charismatics tend
to emphasize the central role of the Holy Spirit,
frequently expressed in ways that defy systematization. The growing edges of the global church
today, like their Radical Reformation counterparts,
have a tendency to fragmentation and division. At
times, they practice a biblical hermeneutic open
to apocalyptic themes, attuned to the realities of
the poor, the young, the disenfranchised and women. And for many, persecution is a likely, even
inevitable, consequence of their faith.
The Protestant Reformation has bequeathed
many gifts to the global Christian church—it
should not, and will not, be forgotten in the history of the church. But as the service in Lund reminds us, commemorations are also opportunities
to reflect on basic assumptions. The emergence
of global Christianity is not just an interesting
development somewhere on the periphery. It represents a profound transformation of the Christian
faith that calls for a fundamental reorientation of
our understanding of church history, including the
traditional narrative of the Protestant Reformation. TM

John D. Roth
is professor of
history at Goshen
(Ind.) College, director of the Institute
for the Study of
Global Anabaptism
and editor of
Mennonite
Quarterly Review.

The
emergence
of global
Christianity
calls for a
fundamental reorientation of
our understanding of
church
history.
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MISCELLANY
Items of interest from the broader church and world

Let’s end homework forever—just
end it now—and open up more
daylight hours for life’s inexhaustible succession of microlessons.

—Nicholson Baker, author of Substitute: Going to School
With a Thousand Kids

Income inequality

300 million
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Just read it

Researchers at Yale University School of Public
Health have discovered a link between longevity
and reading books. People who spend up to 3.5
hours each week engrossed in a book were 17
percent less likely to die in the 12 years following
the study, and those who read more than 3.5 hours
were 23 percent less likely to die in the same
period. The longevity advantage remained even
after adjusting the data for education, wealth,
cognitive ability and other variables, although no
cause-and-effect relationship was established.
—Christian Century
• Percentage by which using traffic circles rather
than stop signs at intersections decreases injurious
car accidents: 75
• Percentage of U.S. intersections that are traffic
circles: 0.09
—Harper’s
wikimedia.org

The earnings gap between rich and poor has been growing in the United States since the 1970s. As of 2014, the average income of someone
in the nation’s top 0.1 percent was over 184 times the average income
of someone in the bottom 90
percent.
The income-achievement
gap,
which measures the
children breathe toxic air, according to
discrepancy
in test scores beUNICEF.—New York Times
tween children from high-income families and children
from low-income families,
grew by 40 percent between the mid-1970s and 2000.
Women working full-time make only 79 cents for every dollar
earned by men. Families in which women are the sole or primary
source of income—that’s 40 percent of households with children under
age 18—are hit especially hard. If the country’s single mothers—10
million of them—earned as much as men in the comparable circumstances, the poverty rate for such families would drop almost by half, to
16 percent.
Pronounced income inequality can increase the risk of mortality,
poor health, cardiovascular disease and other illnesses for everyone,
but particularly among lower-income residents. Food stamps can be
crucial. Economist Hilary Hoynes found that children in counties where
food stamps were available from the time they were in utero to age
5 had significantly decreased risk of metabolic syndrome, as well as
improved likelihood of economic self-sufficiency later in life.—Pacific
Standard

55%

A study found that human-caused warming
was responsible for 55 percent of the rise in the
dryness of the landscape in the western United
States.—New York Times

THEMENNONITE.ORG
—compiled by Hannah Heinzekehr

Quotable

“The Doctrine of Discovery grew out of a severe distortion of the gospel of God’s love for
creation. It contributed to a worldview that sees land and water as resources to extract rather than gifts of the Creator, as obstacles to progress and development rather than relations
we are bound to protect and honor. As our delegation spent time talking, eating, praying and
camping alongside Indigenous sisters and brothers, our eyes were increasingly opened to a
different way of seeing the world as sacred and interconnected. There are paths within our
Judeo-Christian tradition and Scriptures to both remember this way that leads to life and to
repent of the ways of death that inevitably destroy us all.” Katerina Friesen

Most-read online-only posts

TM

5. Letter to
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share a long history of displacement. During the 20th century, many Mennonites also worked to provide aid for refugees
displaced by violent conflict. One such person was Silas
Hertzler, who, from 1919 to 1920, worked for the American
Friends Service Committee at an orphanage in Syria to aid
refugee children fleeing the Armenian genocide. During his
time there, Hertzler took this photograph, which pictures
Armenian orphans marching in Lebanon between Jounieh
and Beirut, where
they
caught a
train to a
refugee
camp in
Aleppo,
Syria.
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Waiting for Manuchka
Waiting to adopt brings hard
but fruitful lessons

by Joe Miller

I am the impatient type. I simply don’t enjoy
waiting. Kris and I have three young children,
and sometimes I think the kids show more
stamina and patience than their father. I don’t
behave childishly about it, but I will instinctively
avoid any amount of waiting within my control.

Kris Miller with
her daughter
Manuchka.
Photo provided
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Maybe I’m a product of our culture. We tend to
be accustomed to TV On Demand, live news from
around the world, Amazon Prime’s free, two-day
shipping, Jimmy John’s freaky fast service and the
pizza on your doorstep in 30 minutes or less. You
can even get on your smartphone and check-in at
Great Clips so you don’t have to wait in line to get
a haircut.
Nobody likes to wait. Patience does not
come naturally. But don’t you find it interesting
that “patience” is listed in the fruit of the Spirit
right after love, joy and peace? Patience is listed
before kindness as evidence that the Spirit of God
is alive in you. Let that sink in for a moment.
If our God wants children who have achieved
a measurable level of patience, then it would be
reasonable to believe God will intentionally lead
us through periods of waiting for the purpose of
becoming patient. James goes as far as to say,
“Let endurance have its full effect, so that you
may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing”
(1:4). We can agree that perseverance (endurance,
waiting, long-suffering) is a necessary part of any
Christian’s development toward maturity.
Our recent journey with endurance began
around a dinner table. We joined some friends for
an evening meal, and after the kids ran off to play,
we enjoyed some “adult conversation.” This is a
precious gift for those of us with young children.
These dear friends asked us a simple question:
“Have you ever considered adopting? You would
make great adoptive parents.”
I believe Kris responded first, saying she had
often considered adoption but didn’t expect her
husband would want to. I almost interrupted
her in mid-sentence to say the same thing. We
sounded like two children fighting over a toy. “No,
I asked for it first.” “No I saw it first.” Obviously
it wasn’t something we had openly discussed in
our marriage.
What seemed like a divided conversation led
to one of the most unified decisions we’ve ever
made. You see, Kris and I are very different people. She is organized and thoughtful, I am scattered and emotional. She is truth, and I am mercy.
We complement each other well but never seem
to begin a major decision from the same position.
Typically we start from our polarized views and
work toward compromise and mutual satisfaction.
And in many ways we do this well. But we never
begin such a life-altering decision by finishing
each other’s sentences in this way.
Immediately we were drawn to pursue international adoption from Haiti, as I grew to love Haiti
while visiting my missionary grandparents as a
child. We spent a few days praying before seeking

out an agency to lead us through the complicated
process. There it was. Decision made. We were
about to start a journey that would lead to growing our family through adoption.
So in November 2011, we began like many important journeys begin: We googled it. We quickly
found four or five seemingly reputable agencies
who foster adoptions from Haiti. We applied to
two of them and ended up choosing a fantastic
organization out of Colorado. Step one complete.

Our recent journey with endurance began around
a dinner table.

Over the next few months, we experienced
a flurry of activity that kept us motivated. We
prepared our adoption dossier. We needed physicals, blood tests, local and state police background
checks, financial records, including a letter from
the bank, tax returns, a copy of our marriage
certificate, and even a psych evaluation. And yes,
a trained psychologist found that Joe and Kris
Miller are in sound mind and body. We then met
with a social worker in our home to do the home
study. All these documents had to be notarized,
certified and translated.
Four months and $4,600 later, our paperwork
was ready to go to Haiti. At this point, we were

Joe Miller with his daughter Manuchka. Photo provided
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Jude and Carter
with Manuchka.
Photo provided

funding our adoption by ourselves. We willingly
drained a small retirement portfolio and started
pinching pennies, and at times we borrowed money to get ourselves and our paperwork ready. This
is where Kris’ personality shines. Had I coordinated these events, we would have spent a year in
preparation.

We made a heart connection with a child who
would change us.

Then, one day, our liaison, Patrick, at the agency in Colorado, sent us an email with some photos
of a child who was eligible for adoption. I remember sitting at the west end of our dining table
just staring at the photos. The documents gave
meager details of the child’s background. She had
been delivered to the orphanage when she was a
few weeks old by her aunt. There we sat, looking
at her little face.
The document read, “Fanie (known affectionately as Manuchka at Lifeline) is a healthy, chunky
and happy baby girl. Fanie has thrived while
receiving good care at the orphanage. She has a
healthy appetite and loves to be held and loved on
by staff and the other children at the orphanage.”
We delicately pored over every word. We sat
breathless for a moment. The agency wanted to
know if we wanted to “accept” the match or if
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we wanted to see another file. But this wasn’t a
“file”; she was our daughter. The question felt
reprehensible. How could we see this child and
ask to see another, like we were shopping on
Amazon? After a few moments, we looked at each
other and wondered if it was too early to accept. Is
it too soon? Will they think we aren’t taking this
decision seriously enough?
We were five months into the process,
and it all became so tangible. Many people don’t
understand, but in many ways we birthed a child
that day. We made a heart connection with a child
who would change us. We simply had no idea at
the time that we would wait an additional three
years two months and 17 days before she would
come into our home.
By this point, we had spent most of our retirement funds and every penny of our savings, so
we began looking for alternative ways to pay for
our expenses. We decided to do a massive garage
sale, and with the help of some friends and family
we did very well. We visited neighborhood garage
sales, and many folks gave us their unwanted
leftovers, since we offered to collect them. With
this one event, we felt we would have enough
resources to complete our adoption.
Such activity kept our minds and bodies
occupied, but we constantly thought of her. What
is she eating today? How did she sleep last night?
What is the weather like today? Were any of
the other children unkind to her today? Is she
hungry? Sometimes we went crazy wondering
about her. We were attached emotionally but so
detached physically.
After the flurry of fund-raising activity, we
settled into normal life again with little to do. This
was the beginning of what many call the “hurry
up and wait” phase of adoption. Everything was
turned into the correct Haitian offices, and our
only responsibility was to wait. Every night we
prayed together as a family, and in this way Manuchka became part of our daily life.
Around the first anniversary of our decision
to adopt, we made our first visit to meet her. We
had some paperwork to do at the U.S. Embassy in
Port-au-Prince, but the most important moment
was for two parents to meet their child for the
first time. We pulled into the yard at the orphanage with nine other families and saw her immediately being led by the hand by an older child. We
recognized her face by the photos we had been
poring over for months. As she was led to her parents, her face showed no emotion. No familiarity
in her eyes or understanding of the moment. But
Kris and I finally held the desire of our hearts in
our arms. It was so emotional. What if she didn’t

like us? What if she doesn’t want to be adopted?
That trip was a blessing to our aching hearts,
but it was painful to leave. Our time of waiting
was not complete. All three of us cried at our
parting, but we left confident the waiting would
soon come to an end.
After that trip, we again entered a phase
with nothing to do. This kind of waiting is the
most challenging. We have a hope, a desire we
are focused on, but we are unable to do anything
about it. There was nothing we could do to hurry
the process along. No effort on our part would
make any difference. Nothing was required but
patience. And over time, this put a strain on our
marriage. We tried to live normally for the sake of
the boys. They needed their parents, but we often
struggled to keep our minds in Indiana instead of
the Caribbean.
Eight months after that first trip, we took
another trip to visit her. This time, we brought the
boys along to meet her and to allow them to experience life in the orphanage. We spent our days
with the kids and enjoyed every moment getting
to know Manuchka and her budding personality.
She laughed loudly and somehow owned every
room she entered. The older kids loved her and
gave her everything she demanded.
While this trip was healing in some ways for
our anxious hearts, it still felt as though we were
so far from bringing her home. That was the last
we saw her for three long, painful years. Those
years involved so many complicated twists and
turns in an unnecessarily complicated adoption/
immigration process. We had seasons where the
Department of Homeland Security threatened to
deny her citizenship, and we lost our ability to
sleep. We hired new lawyers and spent money we
didn’t have just to keep our hope alive. In so many
ways, it felt like our dream was dying. Hope was
fading along with our emotional well-being.
We tried to stay optimistic through these
years, but it was in this time that someone gave
us a powerful word. They said, “It is exactly when
our faith is weak that we need to rely on the faith
of others to carry us.” This is such a powerful
foundational truth for Christians in community. In
simpler words: We need each other.
There is no way we can adequately thank
all the people who have sustained us through
this season of our lives. Our families have been
our place of refuge, including our church family.
People didn’t even know what to say at times. We
often had dear friends approach timidly and ask if
we were still adopting. Their honesty and compassion were well received.
Four years seven months and 15 days after

choosing to adopt, we enthusiastically brought
Manuchka into our home. As painful as our
waiting was, her adjustment at home has been
the inverse. She is thriving, growing, learning and
loving. She has grown three inches in as many
months and behaves as though she has always
lived with us. She really had been living in our
hearts the whole time.

There is no way we can adequately thank all
the people who have sustained us through this
season of our lives.
The day before we left Haiti, I noticed a Scripture reference written on the wall of our room at
the orphanage. It simply read, “Rejoice in hope,
be patient in tribulation and be constant in prayer”
(Romans 12:12). I can’t think of
a more fitting summary of our
journey.
Joe Miller is mission’s pastor at
Maple City Chapel in Goshen,
Ind.
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This will not
end well
Lessons from a boy named Emmanuel
and an ice cream bar
by Elaine Maust

Christmas celebrations at Jubilee
Mennonite Church
in Meridian, Miss.,
are as delightfully
unconventional as
our congregation.

Photo by Kelsey Luke
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One year, April Dardar orchestrated a lovely
arrangement of “Silent Night,” sung by Jubilee
members in their native languages: Spanish,
English and Tagalog. Most years, James performs
an original Christmas rap that brings Jubilee to its
feet, whooping and dancing along with him. Well,
those who have the skills dance, and the rest of us
sway a little. Always, accompanied by Nohemi on
the flute or Melody on the piano, the celebration
includes the reading of passages from Scripture
that foretell or describe the coming of Jesus.
Whatever the musical selections, the evening
begins with a feast shared with friends and neighbors from our downtown community.
One December evening in the 1990s, Alan
prepared pots of steaming okra and sausage gumbo, thick, savory and served over rice. The whole
building smelled of that roux and onion good
cheer for seven days. After the meal we gathered
in the sanctuary for an evening of sacred music.
Alan, who also attended St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church, hired its organist as a Christmas gift for
Jubilee. We were stunned to hear our ancient and
often silent pipe organ roar and whisper classic
Advent arrangements.
I sat on the right side of the sanctuary, strategically between two regulars, Emmanuel and Darvian, cousins who lived a few blocks from Jubilee.
Emmanuel, small for his age, was about 10 years
old. That night he sported an enormously oversized red Starter jacket, quite a fashion statement
in the neighborhood.
The boys and I sat together, quietly awed by
the organ music. The congregation hushed. Then,
about three songs into the performance, I felt Emmanuel pulling on my sleeve. I turned to watch
him open his jacket, reach inside and bring forth
a chocolate ice cream bar on a stick. Emmanuel
displayed it in front of me.
“Ms. Elaine,” he asked with all sincerity, “can I
eat this here?”
I stared, confounded at the exhibit he presented me. It already showed signs of its age and
impending doom. Questions flashed. Where had it
come from? How long had it been there? What if
I said yes? What if I said no? My glance shot from
the melting ice cream to the yellow pew cushions
to the stained-glass windows to the sanctuary
doors and then again to his wide eyes.
“Oh Emmanuel,” was all I could think to whisper. My overwhelming certainty at that moment
was, This will not end well.
I do not remember what became of the ice
cream. I probably encouraged Emmanuel to take
his ice cream and himself and report immediately
to the men’s room. Despite the escapade, Em-

manuel and I remained friends. And the evening
went down in Jubilee history, as each celebration
does, as one of our best Christmas services ever.
Over time, the account of Emmanuel and the
ice cream bar came to mean more to me than simply another random and joyful ministry moment at
Jubilee. How could I have missed the connection
between Emmanuel from the neighborhood and
the Emmanuel, the Christ, whose coming to the
neighborhood we celebrated that night?

‘Ms. Elaine,’ Emmanuel asked with all sincerity,
‘can I eat this here?’

As I contemplate the coming of Christ, I
wonder again about that night in the stable. What
did Mary and Joseph think as they washed the
afterbirth from his tiny face? Did they look into
each other’s eyes and know, “This will not end
well.” As she bound him with the long strips of
cloth, could she imagine the grave clothes that
would too soon wrap his body? Or were Mary and
Joseph, like most new parents, simply euphoric,
overcome and exhausted?
As birth announcements and congratulations
arrived, Mary treasured them, pondering them
in her heart (Luke 2:19). Did she wonder at the
discomfort her son would create as he scattered
the proud, brought down rulers and sent the rich
away empty (Luke 1:51-53)? Did she hum her
magnificent song of hope and joy into his ear as he
fell asleep warm against her chest?
Emmanuel, God with us, came to our world
with feet and tears and love. He chose to be like
us, a member of the human race. Jesus came to
eat food and wear clothes and get tired by evening. Like us. “But the world did not recognize
him” (John 1:10). The tragedy of the author inside
his creation yet unacknowledged. How would this
end?
Jesus and his friends walked the paths of
Palestine, their feet creating tiny clouds of dust as
they moved from village to city. As Jesus predicted, he healed the sick, cast out demons and
preached the good news to the poor (Luke 4:18).
And as they lived their common life, Jesus was
unafraid to speak to his friends about how it would
end. He spoke of his death. But it was too difficult
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for them to entertain such a thought. Not their
beloved teacher. Jesus hinted at resurrection.
Understandably, that was unfathomable.
Once, after Jesus went over the whole ending
scenario again, Peter pulled Jesus aside and said
sternly, “Never, Lord.” He said, “This will never
happen to you” (Matthew 16:22). Such reactions
by the disciples were an understandable mix of
protection for the master and personal career
hopes. How would it end? It is not looking good.

Not only did Emmanuel come to live in the
neighborhood, he came to transform it.

Judas finally despaired that the movement
would not end well, at least it would not produce
what he expected. Knowing that religious leaders
would happily finish Jesus themselves, he turned
on Jesus. Other followers, distraught and disillusioned, hid or watched from a distance. They
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ran for their lives or lied about their affiliations.
Years of hopes and lives invested seemed to end
in calamity for the disciples. Jesus was arrested.
Jesus died.
I wonder if Mary, after watching Jesus die,
remembered the words of her song (Luke 1:4655). Where were the generations that would call
her blessed? When would the humble be lifted?
Had God forgotten to be merciful? Was this the
end of her hopes?
Of course, it was not. In an earthquake of
shocking authority, Jesus came to life again. It was
not over. It will never be. In the upside-down way
of Jesus, what seemed to be the end was only the
beginning after all. Resurrection is the stunner.
Anyone with that kind of power can be trusted to
do anything that needs to be done. Not only did
Emmanuel come to live in the neighborhood, he
came to transform it.
In an equally surprising turn of events, the
Holy Spirit seemed pleased to create the church
as the vehicle to spread the Good News. Centuries later, here we are, with the precious, powerful Good News message left in our sticky hands.
At this moment in history, the question is
being asked again, How will this end? Disagreements and divisions split denominations, churches and families. Despair and anger abound as
institutions crumble and evolve. People of good
will and fine intention choose sides against each
other. When we view the state of the church, we
look each other in the eyes and say, This will not
end well.
However, the Holy Spirit and believers across
the globe and throughout history have managed
the continuation of the church for thousands of
years without the benefit of our anxiety. And in
the end, described in Revelation 22, all ends very
well indeed.
If we dare, we can find hope again this year
in Emmanuel, the God who ventured to move in
with us, into the mess of our neighborhood. The
moment of his coming was during desperate days,
more desperate even than ours, a time of political occupation, religious corruption and poverty.
Jesus came with full knowledge of the situation.
He had all the information and came anyway. God
seemed unanxious to choose such a time to send
Emmanuel.
And so the church, the vehicle of the Good
News, persists in its mission to share the astonishing truth.
And that is what we will continue to do at
Jubilee. Someone two blocks from the church
is on crack but ready to find hope. And thanks
to Emmanuel, we have it. One of us has sinned,

We have experienced the power of Emmanuel who is about in our neighborhood.

and is ready to be forgiven and restored to the
community. Thank God and welcome home.
Because of the love of Jubilee, some child will
have a lifelong memory of being treasured for no
reason, and when in trouble in some distant city,
will look for a church. And that church will help
them take their next step toward God. At Jubilee
we have seen the impact of the Good News. We
have experienced the power of Emmanuel in our
neighborhood.
And so it is that again this year, Jubilee will
stand and sing, “To us a child of hope is born.”
And even though we are not sure how it will end,
we will plan another celebration.
We will share one of our famous potlucks that
Ms. Sandra calls “Jubilee Cooking with Love”
with friends and neighbors. Then we will gather
in the sanctuary to hear the precious and familiar

words of the prophets and the Gospels. Together
we will sing a rousing, “Joy to the world, the Lord
is come.” Lindsay will read a prayer. James will
perform one of his famous Christmas raps. Maybe
Duane will play “Oh Holy Night” on the accordion
again. And who knows what else might happen.
Regardless, it will be the best Christmas celebration ever.
The celebration will come right on time this
year. Without it we might have forgotten the stunning truth of the good news of
great joy. Emmanuel, God with
us, has come.
Elaine Maust is co-pastor at
Jubilee Mennonite Church in
Meridian, Miss.
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A healing journey
Tony Brenneman recovers from a hiking accident, and his church rallies
around him with prayers and other kinds of support

by Elwood E. Yoder

Tony Brenneman had a hiking accident on Feb. 7, 2015, that nearly
took his life, but a year-long recovery
process transformed him, his family
and his home congregation. Tony and
a friend went for a hike on a snowy
Crabtree Falls trail in central Virginia. Tony slipped on black ice and fell
some 30 feet, cracking his head. With
help from his alert hiking buddy,
Grant Stoltzfus, and numerous angel-like strangers on the central Virginia trail, Tony was kept alive until a
helicopter airlifted him to the nearby
world-class health facility at the University of Virginia Hospital. A surgeon
called Tony’s wife, Becky, and asked
if he had permission to operate immediately. She agreed, even as two
church friends frantically drove her to
the hospital an hour away from the
Brenneman home in Broadway, Va.
Tony Brenneman speaks to his congregation, Zion Mennonite
Church, Broadway, Va., one year after the accident. Photo provided
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When Pastor Mike Metzler arrived at the
hospital just hours after the accident, he anointed
Tony on his arm because his head was completely
wrapped from the emergency surgery. Dr. Robert Pence and Celah, his wife, an elder at Zion
Mennonite Church, rushed from their Rockingham County home to the Charlottesville hospital
as soon as they heard the news. Dr. Pence helped
Becky understand what was happening and translated the specialized language of the surgeons into
words she could more easily comprehend.
Tony fell on a Saturday. On Sunday morning, the Zion Mennonite congregation gathered
silently in the sanctuary during the Sunday school
hour. Folks were numb with shock and prayed that
Tony, age 60, would live. Pastor Metzler, 34, talked to the congregation in halting, short phrases,
hardly knowing what to say. Tony hung between
life and death.
After spending a month in two different
hospitals, Tony came home and fought through
months of slow recovery and miraculous healing, with a lot of help from his family and church
friends. The congregation sprang to life, helping
the Brennemans. As days passed, it appeared
Tony would live, though no one knew if he’d ever
regain consciousness and be the same man as before. One woman in the church sent Becky a text
message with a Bible verse of encouragement
each morning while Becky stayed in Charlottesville, near the hospital. Bobby and Brenda
Fairweather, small group friends from Zion, often
traveled to the hospital to help care for Becky and
her family of grown children. Tony’s son-in-law
at Zion called a Saturday of woodcutting at the
Brenneman house, and a dozen people showed up
on short notice with wood splitters and trucks,
soon filling their woodshed.
Folks in the congregation, in the community
and in many distant states followed Becky’s accounting of Tony’s survival struggle on a CaringBridge blog. Prayers ascended to heaven from
hundreds, probably thousands. Even a year later,
Tony continued to receive notes and messages
from folks he didn’t even know, writing to say
they were praying for him. The Zion congregation
organized volunteers to come and stay with Tony
when he could not be by himself. There were
more volunteers than there were slots to fill.
The Brennemen family and the Zion congregation have been transformed. Exactly a year
after Tony’s accident, Sunday morning, Feb. 7,
Tony stood behind the pulpit, gripped the sides to
steady himself and carefully read from a prepared
script. Tony still struggles to speak full sentences
clearly and has a ways to go to recover the mem-

ories and abilities he once had. He has not been
able to go back to work as a physical plant supervisor at Eastern Mennonite University, Harrisonburg, Va., but has spent time volunteering there
in order to improve his memory and cognitive
skills. Many employees from the physical plant
sent Tony cards and gifts and offered their love in
other ways. EMU has decided to save Tony’s job
for him, anticipating that he will be able to return
soon.

Even a year later, Tony continued to receive notes
and messages from folks he didn’t even know,
writing to say they were praying for him.

Many at Zion went to sit with Tony during
the day at his home in the long months of recovery. Bobby Fairweather took a day off work each

From left: Tony and Becky Brenneman, Joy and Elwood Yoder. Photo provided
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Tony Brenneman (second from left) with family and friends from Zion Mennonite Church in October 2015 at the top of Crabtree Falls in
central Virginia to see the spot where Tony fell. Photo provided
gradually increasing in length and duration as the
weeks went by.
On Feb. 7, a year after Tony’s accident, Pastor
Mike Metzler preached an emotional message of
Holy Spirit transformation. “Sometimes God’s
activity is clearest in the worst of times,” he
said. Metzler wondered which miracle had been
greater—Tony’s healing in the previous year or
his congregation’s “cruciform witness this past
year…both are miracles,” he preached.
Transformation and healing came to Tony
Brenneman in the past year. Tony is alive and
healing, thanks to skilled surgeons, outstanding
health-care facilities, and prayers of the saints.
Something else is alive in Tony’s home congregation of Zion Mennonite Church in Broadway,
about 10 miles north of Harrisonburg. Many in
the congregation demonstrated God’s gentle care,
strong love and sustained support, evidenced in
tangible and intangible ways after Tony’s accident.
In February 2015, the congregation had been in
shock after Tony’s accident—a year later, more
than one of the 190 who gathered for worship
shed a tear of joy and offered praise to God for
Holy Spirit transformation, in Tony’s life but also
in their own.
Elwood Yoder is a member of
Zion Mennonite Church in
Broadway, Va.
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week for seven months to be with Tony, often
driving him places as Tony improved. A professor
from EMU spent a day each week during the summer months with Tony. They went on short hikes
and bike rides to help Tony regain his strength,

A story of church

		change

Mennonite history has shown
that change can be difficult and
threatening but also good
by Rich Preheim

It was a scene that
would disturb any
pastor. And Willard
Handrich, pastor of
Grand Marais (Mich.)
Mennonite Church,
was greatly disturbed.
A woman who had
just been sitting in
a pew in the Grand
Marais meetinghouse
was outside the building
crying because she had
been denied a place at the
Lord’s Table.
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Grand Marais was celebrating Communion on
that particular Sunday in 1957. The congregation
was a member of Indiana-Michigan Mennonite
Conference and the former Mennonite Church,
which still practiced closed Communion. That
meant only MC members in good standing could
partake of the bread and cup, and the elements

Newness can seem to be at odds with a faith
that offers stability and permanence, which
makes it easy to label it as heretical and
destructive.
could only be administered by a bishop, who was
the final arbiter of acceptability. On that morning,
the bishop, who was from another congregation,
had excluded the woman, and she fled the service.
Although she was not a Grand Marais member,
the woman considered it her congregation. She
was an area native who had moved to Detroit,
where she married and joined a Baptist congre-
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gation. But she and her husband kept a home in
Grand Marais, on the shores of Lake Superior in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, and would frequently
go back for weekends and vacations, during which
they attended the small Mennonite fellowship.
They even supported it financially. To be rejected,
and in such a public manner, was heart-wrenching.
If the woman couldn’t share in the Lord’s Supper, Handrich decided, no one would. He refused
to hold Communion in his congregation because
he didn’t consider his nonmember congregants as
second-class citizens in the kingdom of God. “If
Christ came for his church tonight, I would expect
these people to go with me, and there is the crux
of my burden,” he wrote the Indiana-Michigan
executive committee. He even called those who
weren’t members “Christians with standards
above many who receive Communion regularly in
our established churches.”
Change obviously can be difficult. But
it can be harder and more complicated in the
religious realm. Christians proclaim belief in a
timeless God and eternal truths. Newness can
seem to be at odds with a faith that offers stability
and permanence, which makes it easy to label it
as heretical and destructive. Yet change is also inherent in following Jesus Christ, who proclaimed,
“You have heard it said…but I say,” and whose
ministry upset prevailing notions of religiosity and
identity. As Mennonites continually wrestle with
current changes, it’s important to evaluate past
changes and their effects on faithfulness.
With Handrich and the Communion stalemate,
it was unclear what would happen next. Two
years earlier, a small group at College Mennonite
Church in Goshen, Ind., actually commemorated
the Lord’s Supper without an officiating bishop.
If all baptized members were indeed part of the
priesthood of all believers, as the group determined, then all were empowered to administer
the elements to each another. But the backlash
was fierce. The group was accused of trying to
subvert congregational leadership and orchestrate
a schism. Some College Mennonite members
feared the agitators would even start holding
their own baptisms. Most of the group retreated,
although some stalwarts continued on, forming
the nucleus of what would become Reba Place
Fellowship, the pioneering Mennonite intentional
community in Evanston, Ill.
Handrich and the College Mennonite small
group were striking at the core of MC understandings of the church: Who decides who is an
acceptable part of the body? Communion was the
ultimate boundary separating those who met the
correct criteria and those who didn’t. In other

words, it was vital in setting
the church apart from
the world. Not only were
nonmembers not welcome,
neither were members who
didn’t adhere to church
norms, such as women
wearing lipstick. Making
those determinations was so
important that only bishops,
John H. Oberholtzer holders of the church’s highMennonite Church USA
est office, were entrusted
Archives
with that responsibility. But
now unruly rebels seemed to
be pushing for ecclesiological anarchy.
Negotiations between Handrich and conference leadership continued for several years.
Finally, in 1961, Indiana-Michigan granted him
permission to conduct his own Communion services. It was meant to be only an exception to the
standard practice, but closed Communion was on
the way out.
Plenty of other changes have been perceived as threats to the established church order.
In the 1840s, Franconia Mennonite Conference
minister John H. Oberholtzer advocated for a
constitution and keeping minutes of meetings to
help guide the conference. The criticism was so
great that Oberholtzer couldn’t stay, and in 1847
he led a split from the conference. He would go
on to become one of the founders of the General
Conference Mennonite Church in 1860.
Twenty-five years after the Oberholtzer division, Indiana Mennonites experienced their own
schism. Tradition-minded bishop Jacob Wisler
opposed innovations such as church periodicals,
revival meetings and worship in English, which
produced considerable strife. But it was Sunday
school, which came from outside Mennonite
circles but was approved by the conference in
1868, that led to the final confrontation between
the bishop and the rest of the conference. Wisler’s
intransigence led to his expulsion in 1872, and he
and his supporters quickly initiated the Old Order
Mennonite movement.
The Mennonite Church
maintained a separatist
mindset well into the 20th
century. In 1945, the denomination created an MC-only
Civilian Public Service camp
to safeguard its young men
from the negative influences
of other Mennonites in the
other camps, which were
Harold S. Bender
Mennonite Church USA
administered by Mennonite

Central Committee (MCC) for all U.S. Mennonites, Amish and Hutterites.
The CPS camp was followed by the Mennonite
Church’s decision not to participate in the 1948
Mennonite World Conference assembly because
it considered their European sisters and brothers
liberal backsliders. It was a devastating development, since the gathering was to be held in the

The Mennonite Church maintained a separatist
mindset well into the 20th century.

United States. MC participation was secured only
through the diplomatic efforts of “Anabaptist Vision” author Harold S. Bender and MCC general
secretary Orie O. Miller, whose broad international experiences were unsurpassed in the church.
Change was relatively less traumatic in the
General Conference Mennonite Church, which
from its inception was more acculturated and

Archives
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Vincent Harding
(far left)

Mennonite Church USA
Archives

more open to innovation than its
counterparts who
formed the Mennonite Church.
Still, newness
could elicit negative reactions. For
instance, Community Mennonite
Church in the
Chicago suburb of
Markham saw its size reduced by a third because
it chose to welcome African-Americans.
In 1959, Ron Krehbiel, pastor of the two-yearold congregation, asked Vincent Harding to preach
one Sunday morning. Harding, an African-American, would become a prophetic voice in the church
on race and civil rights in the following decade. At

The ongoing tensions surrounding the use of
Scripture, role of science, worldly influences and
polity have left Mennonite Church USA in its
current shaky state.

the time of Krehbiel’s invitation, he was pastoring
at the interracial Woodlawn Mennonite Church
in Chicago. The two men got to know each other
while studying at Mennonite Biblical Seminary,
which was also in the Windy City at the time.

History book offers lessons for today
In his book In Pursuit of Faithfulness: Conviction, Conflict and
Compromise in the Indiana-Michigan Conference (Herald Press,
2016, $45.99), historian and journalist Rich Preheim (a former associate editor of The Mennonite) draws on many sources to show the flow
of change and conflict that has marked Indiana-Michigan Mennonite
Conference, an area conference of Mennonite Church USA. The innovations by leaders in that conference helped shape Mennonite faith and
practice since the 19th century. These included higher education, missions
and publishing. While Mennonites in Indiana and Michigan may be most
interested in this history, the book offers many lessons for the broader
Mennonite church as it pursues faithfulness to Christ in the 21st century.
One lesson history often teaches is that there has always been conflict
and change. Here we can observe how Mennonites in the past dealt with
these and learn from their experience.—Gordon Houser
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That afternoon, after Harding’s sermon,
Krehbiel started receiving complaints from congregants about a black man at their white church;
some even threatened to leave Community.
Krehbiel quickly called a congregational meeting
for that evening, which concluded with the church
council officially adopting an “open door” policy
for people of color. That welcoming door soon
also became an exit for intolerant whites in the
congregation.
Today, Community is a vibrant, interracial congregation with an African-American pastor.
Some changes, however, haven’t turned
out well. One notable example was the rise of
fundamentalism, which was a response to progressive cultural and theological developments
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Fundamentalism, a more severe variant of evangelicalism, was adopted to various degrees in both the
General Conference Mennonite Church and Mennonite Church in the 1920s and ’30s, resulting
in damage that can still be felt nearly a century
later. The ongoing tensions surrounding the use
of Scripture, role of science, worldly influences
and polity have left Mennonite Church USA in its
current shaky state.
So vigilance is essential. Unwise choices and
ill-advised changes are a constant danger, for the
great deceiver is still at work. At the same time,
however, change has a great record in Mennonite
Church USA and its predecessors. CPS was the
single greatest Mennonite development of the
20th century, in part because of its inter-Mennonite scope. MWC and the globalization of the
Anabaptist faith continue to enrich and challenge
Mennonite Church USA. While racial reconciliation still needs concerted attention, the church
has at least come to acknowledge the sin of
racism. Meanwhile open Communion, Sunday
school and taking minutes have become so widely
accepted that it’s nearly impossible to envision
church life without them.
Of course, those innovations can be safely
evaluated in hindsight. The church doesn’t know
how the issues of today and the days to come
will play out. But as Willard Handrich, Harold S.
Bender, John H. Oberholtzer, Ron Krehbiel and
many other faithful risk-takers have demonstrated, change doesn’t have to be feared.
Rich Preheim is author of In
Pursuit of Faithfulness: Conviction, Conflict and Compromise
in the Indiana-Michigan Conference (Herald Press, 2016).

Interfaith
connections
Two Mennonite churches in Pennsylvania build interfaith
and cross-cultural relationships that have a ripple effect

by Hannah Heinzekehr

W

e have similar foundations for our family. We raise our children the same ways
that you raise yours. We feel that in order to become a true friend to somebody,
you have to accept them as who they are. God created us equally in his eyes and
that’s what we try to practice.”
Bachir Soueidan gets excited when he talks about the interfaith connections that have
blossomed between his family and the members of Salford Mennonite Church in Harleysville, Pa.
Soueidan moved to the United States in 1962, with Salma, his wife, both Lebanese Muslims. In 1979, they moved into their current home in Harleysville.
In February 2002, Bachir decided to attend an event hosted by the Indian Valley Public
Library that was striving to educate Pennsylvanians about Islam. Following the attacks on
the World Trade Towers in New York on Sept. 11, 2001, a wave of anti-Muslim sentiment
was sweeping the country, and the library events hoped to counteract this fear with education.
While standing in line to talk to the speaker, a young Muslim student from Philadelphia, Bachir bumped into Phil and Betsy Moyer, members of Salford who had also attended
the event. The Moyers were hoping to invite the speaker to come present at Salford, and
Soueidan was interested in attending the event, too. The three traded email addresses, and
later that month, the Moyers invited the Soueidans to join them for dinner and an ongoing
relationship was born.
“We’ve truly become family to each other,” said Betsy Moyer, in an Oct. 19 phone interview. “We really regard our friendship as a gift.”
Since that initial meeting, the Moyers and Soueidans have gotten together regularly, and through their friendship, both Bachir and Salma have had opportunities to connect

The relationship
with the Soueidans
has helped expand
the congregation’s
understanding
of God and their
neighbors.

Dr. Shawke Soueidan, the
nephew of Bachir and Salma
Soueidan speaks to members
of Salford Mennonite Church.
Photo provided
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Salma and Bachir Soueidan.
Photo provided

with the members at Salford. They
have been speakers and helped lead
a “Be Not Afraid” weekend in 2006,
highlighting dialogue and education
between Christians and Muslims, and
have attended worship at Salford on
numerous occasions.
Before Joe Hackman, Salford’s
current lead pastor, joined the church
staff, he was a social studies teacher
at Christopher Dock Mennonite High
School. While teaching a class on world
cultures, Hackman invited Bachir to
speak to his class about the five pillars

As Arabs and as Muslims, we cannot sit aside
and see our friends devoting so much effort and
resources to help people and not follow the call
of our own faith.—Bachir Soueidan
of Islam. When he became pastor of Salford, his
connection with Bachir continued. They would
call each other occasionally to ask questions or go
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Stay focused on driving.

Goodville Mutual
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out for lunch to talk about what was happening in
their lives.
During one such get together, the Soueidans
told Hackman they wanted to provide a Lebanese
meal for the Salford congregation, as a way to extend generosity during the Muslim holy season of
Ramadan. They repeated this gesture on Sept. 17,
paying to cater a meal for members of the Salford
community to commemorate the 15th anniversary of the Sept. 11 attacks and the Muslim Eid
al-Adha, the “Sacrifice Feast” holiday. Damascus,
a restaurant in Allentown, Pa., run by a family of
recent Syrian refugees, catered the meal.
Hackman says the relationship with the
Soueidans has helped expand the congregation’s
understanding of God and their neighbors.
“Really, the core of our faith as Christians is
this call to love God and to love our neighbors,
and I see that being at the heart of Salma and
Bachir’s life and at the heart of our congregational
life,” said Hackman. “I think it’s given us a wider,
larger view of God and the world to see them
practicing their faith in such a devoted way, again
by loving God and loving neighbor.”
A ripple effect
The Soueidans were also influential in inspiring Salford to help with resettlement for two
Arabic-speaking refugee families. They helped
support the congregation, providing translation
and helping bridge the cultural gaps between the
congregation and the Muslim families they were
helping resettle.
Hackman credits the Soueidans with giving the
congregation the confidence they needed to know
that they could build cross-cultural and interfaith
relationships with the families they helped resettle, and the Soueidans have been inspired to dig
into this work through Salford’s example.
“As Arabs and as Muslims, we cannot sit aside
and see our friends devoting so much effort and
resources to help people and not follow the call of
our own faith,” said Bachir. “They [Salford] have
set the bar for us and we will try to continue to be
involved.”
Congregation members also helped provide
supplies, transportation and community connections to help make the families’ transitions to the
United States easier.
Bachir and Salma also pitched in to help with
translation and support for another Mennonite
congregation, Plains Mennonite Church in Hatfield, Pa., which chose to support a refugee family
from Iraq.
Support for refugees has been a part of the
Plains’ ministry since the 1970s, when they
helped resettle refugees following the Vietnam

War. In addition to supporting an Iraqi family, the
church has helped three young adult siblings, the
Monga family from the Democratic Republic of
Congo, find a home in Pennsylvania.
“This expands our world and allows us to pay
closer attention to the global plight of people who
are unsettled from horrific situations that the
[United States] has sometimes played a role in,”
said Plains Pastor Michael Derstine in a Nov. 8
phone interview. “It’s an important reminder that
God’s family transcends our borders and even
some of our stereotypes.”
Today, both congregations retain close ties
with the families they have helped resettle.
Delphin, Mbusa and Jeanno Monga all attend
Plains Mennonite, and together they helped draft
a Christmas litany the congregation used during
worship in 2015. The litany interwove stories of
the Monga family’s experience in Congo with the
biblical story of Mary and Joseph needing to leave
their homeland and travel to Bethlehem.
Young adults build connections to Arabic-speaking youth
For young adults growing up at Salford, the
relationship with the Soueidan family made an
impression. According to Hackman, three young
adults from the congregation have chosen to work
or live in Arabic-speaking contexts, several serv-

ing with Mennonite Central Committee.
Seth Malone is serving as the Peace Program
Coordinator for MCC in Jerusalem. He was drawn
to this position after visiting the Israel-Palestine
region for a cross-cultural trip during college and
taking on a short-term work assignment with
MCC in Jordan. During these experiences, he discovered he was passionate about the Middle East
and the people in Palestine and Israel who have
lived in a state of ongoing conflict for many years.
Malone credits Salford with laying the foundation for the work that he is doing now.
“Salford has [continued] and continues to
challenge me to be open to people from all backgrounds. This is incredibly important in a context
of conflict like in Palestine and Israel. Just as I
have been welcomed and served by the congregation, I, too, must go out, welcome and serve
others…and be served by them as well,” wrote
Malone in an Oct. 23 email. “Salford has provided
a beautiful space in which I am able to learn humility and grace for these encounters with others.
And it is the hope of these encounters that we
may all together encounter God and God’s justice
and peace.”

Salford
has and
continues
to challenge
me to be
open to
people from
all backgrounds.
—Seth
Malone

Hannah Heinzekehr is executive director of The
Mennonite, Inc.
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LEADERSHIP
A word from Mennonite leaders

Be alert: Watch for God’s surprising visitation

A
Nelson Okanya
is president of
Eastern Mennonite
Missions.

dvent is a season when Christians are called
to wait in hope, regardless of the circumstances.
We can find some encouragement in the story
of Jeremiah. Babylon was quickly advancing, and
many of the Hebrew people had been exiled. For a
moment, try to imagine what it was like for those
who were going through this devastating experience with the loss of everything that had been
promised by God. They lost the temple, the very
center of their universe, where heaven and earth
“met,” so to speak. Their holy city of Jerusalem
was in ruins, and the last king had been taken
into captivity in Babylon. Their God appeared less
powerful than the other gods around them. They
likely had feelings of despair, anger, hopelessness,
guilt, shame or even a sense of rejection by their
God.
Of course, Jeremiah
had predicted and warned
the Hebrew people of this
impending doom. In return,
he was ignored, ridiculed
and eventually imprisoned.
The warnings were not
welcomed.
Despite the eventual
disaster and exile, Jeremiah looked beyond
the imminent destruction and turned to God’s
surprising hope and promise. He did not speak
of some immediate panacea but rather of the
restoration of the Davidic line (2 Samuel 7). A
righteous Branch will sprout from the line of
David. God’s new life springs up from a seemingly
dead stump.
Jeremiah’s prophecy offered hope amid devastation.
In Luke 21:25-36, Jesus offers hope in a similar
way. But Jesus invokes cosmic language as he
offers this hope to believers. Like Jeremiah, Jesus
speaks about events that are to unfold in Jerusalem because she and her people did not choose
the way of the Messiah; and now devastating
events, perhaps what took place in 70 C.E., were
at hand. According to Luke, Jesus wept over Jerusalem for refusing to embrace the Messiah—the
Branch from the line of David their redeemer.
Knowing what was ahead, Jesus issued a warning that those who were able to flee should do so,
because destruction was imminent.
Christ’s followers were not to go down with
the ship for any reason, including nationalism;

they needed to flee while they had time.
Perhaps more importantly, the cosmic upheaval described in Luke does not need to affect the
elect; on the contrary, it brings them liberation.
In this coming crisis, believers should “lift their
heads” and be alert, because these signs point to
the arrival of the kingdom. This opens the door
for us to look at the destruction and devastation in
the world and see possibilities of kingdom embodiment and proclamation.
Like both Jeremiah and Jesus, the church
continues to be the prophetic voice—proclaiming
and embodying hope for the hopeless and doing
deeds of justice, mercy, hope and freedom. These
are signposts pointing back to the resurrection of
Jesus, the foundation of Christian hope. This hope
both looks to the past and points to the future:
the final presence of Jesus
and the fulfillment of hope in
Christ’s return. Jesus commissions the church to go in
the same way the Father had
sent him (John 20:21).
Let us take heart and
proclaim and embody God’s
hope and promise to a world
frequently characterized
by fear, anxiety, unpredictability and even hopelessness. May the message of God’s promise and
hope invite us to be on the lookout. As we enter
the Advent season, may we cheer up and prepare
the way. Our redemption draws near because the
Lord has promised to come again to wipe away all
our tears and finally defeat death once and for all
(Revelation 21:4). This is not only for us but for
the whole world. You and I are the prophetic voice
proclaiming and embodying hope for our community and the world. This is what missions is about.
As I travel around the world and listen to
stories of hope, I am encouraged. Yes, there are
many evils and situations that beg me to despair.
But I will not despair. I cannot, because I know
the hope of Christ that can bring transformation in
any situation. So I continue to look for God’s surprise visitation, regardless of the circumstances.
The light shines in darkness, and darkness
does not overcome it. God’s light continues to
break in through the ministry of the church, which
embodies God’s surprising hope for the world.
Advent is a season to proclaim and embody
God’s kingdom of hope with confidence. Are we
ready to be surprised? TM

You and I are the prophetic voice proclaiming and
embodying hope for our
community and the world.
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OPINION
Perspectives from readers

The Bible as library

O

ccasionally I hear people say, “If only we
were more like the early church.”
We are like the first-century church.
With gratitude we recall experiences of unity in
the Spirit during our worship and when we participate together in reaching out to the needy. But
the church in the 21st century also deals with the
kinds of challenges confronting the early church.
Pastoral letters in the New Testament give clear
indications that first-century congregational
life was not an idyllic foretaste of paradise. The
church then needed to figure things out about a
wide variety of issues, both theological and moral.
The same is still true today, even though many of
the issues are different.
However, we are not adrift without a rudder;
we have the Bible. The same was true of the Jewish community within which the Jesus movement
evolved into a messianic Jewish community. The
writings in the Bible provide glimpses into how
the faith community sought to live faithfully. The
Bible is a library that serves as a resource for
shaping life and dealing with disagreements in the
faith community, past and present. This library
includes writings that sometimes make what
seem to be competing claims. The process of
reading, interpreting and exploring the relevance
of various writings included in this library is an
inspiring, challenging and sometimes troubling
exercise. This process is not unlike what happens
in the faith community where interactions among
its members have also been known to be challenging and troubling, as well as inspiring.
The Bible is a library with history, poetry,
proverbs, sermons, narratives, letters and apocalyptic writings gathered as collective memory of
people in covenant relationship with God and each
other. The narrative of God’s creative and liberating work shapes communal character when this
story is told and ritualized; it activates participation in God’s shalom; it opens up a hopeful future
for the earth and its occupants. Jesus’ life, teachings and faithfulness show the way, embodies
truth and offers life. The Spirit enables communities expressing their allegiance to God to discern
what faithfulness looks like in their contexts.
The Bible includes disparate voices, both dominant and marginalized. It is like an oratorio, with
both harmony and dissonance. Those who hear
these voices find some of them uplifting, others
upsetting. Some voices sound exclusive, others
more inclusive. Some tend to define faithfulness

in terms of a call to separate; others as sanction
to violate; still others are inclined to legislate; and
the instinct of some is simply to tolerate. Alignments emerge. The mantra becomes “I’m for
Jesus, not Paul,” justice not justification. Or, “I’m
for Paul, not James,” not action but faith. Or even,
“I’m with Jude, the brother of James, contending
for the faith once for all entrusted to the saints.”
When we fast-forward to our time, we hear
comparable competitive claims, such as, “I’m for
purity first, then compassion” or, “Let’s allow
each person to decide what is the most loving
thing to do.”
As 21st-century readers of the Bible seek to
hear each other, we need to be reminded that we
have not caught up with God yet. God’s creative
and redemptive work continues, and human attempts to discern the future encompassed within
God’s reign can be contentious. That was true in
the first century and is still true today.
Judeo-Christian understandings of the
mandate to exercise stewardship of the earth encourage scientific exploration leading to expanded
views of the cosmos. Was Galileo right when he
argued that the sun is the center of our universe,
or did Pope Urban VIII have it right when he
charged Galileo with heresy? Climatologists warn
that there are dire consequences for planet earth
unless energy consumption patterns change, but
climate change deniers dismiss such warnings
as an elaborate hoax. Genetic and psychological
studies have demonstrated that human sexuality encompasses a continuum of maleness and
femaleness, leading to gender nonconforming
orientations and behaviors. Those for whom such
research has given clarity about their sexual identities often feel themselves ostracized by those
who reject such findings.
The literature encompassed within the library
we call the Bible emerged when the earth was
flat, the weather could be threatening but the
annual cycle largely unchanging, and notions of
sexual orientation were unheard of. Opening the
Bible together invites us to listen to all the voices,
even when we find them uncomfortable. Listening
to all the voices within Scripture, yielding to the
energizing Spirit of God, participating with Jesus
in his compassion and costly obedience, we can in
humility as a community of faith also listen to all
the voices, as we partner with God the Creator in
our alignment with the values of God’s reign on
earth as in heaven. TM
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Evangelism: being faithful or offensive?
Mennonite Mission Network photo

A Q & A with Anne Garber Kompaore of Burkina Faso

Anne and Daniel Garber Kompaore
When Anne and Daniel Garber Kompaore talk of their work
in North America, they often encounter questions. Anne works
as a Bible translation consultant with Mennonite Mission
Network and has lived in Burkina Faso since 1982. She loves
to tell people about Jesus, and so does Daniel, her husband, a
Burkinabe pastor of an Apostolic Mission Church. Anne and
Daniel often receive questions about the ethics of evangelism.
Is evangelism imposing one’s faith on others?
Anne: Several years ago, my husband and I were speaking in a Mennonite church and were asked this question.
Daniel said, “No, the missionaries shared Jesus Christ with
us, and we had full liberty to accept or reject the gospel.”
In fact, on his mother’s side of the family, the entire family
changed religions at one point in time. His grandparents
and two uncles became Muslim; his mom and another uncle
became Christian. Both Muslims and Christians were evangelizing in the same town at the same time. Here in Burkina,
there is a lot of promotion of religion, and each side is eager
to present its perspective, whether Christian or Muslim.
Many are searching and open to change. When that is the
case, when there are multiple voices, they have a right to be
informed of their options.
The many people who have become Christians through
missionary efforts will feel a little shock when hearing a
question like that. They could easily ask you, “What? You
want to keep Christianity to yourselves?” Can you imagine?
If the first Christians really had this attitude, I don’t think
the Christian faith would exist today, except possibly in some
little corner of the Middle East.
I also do not agree that one should impose any faith
on someone. There is nothing wrong with advertising. If
companies can promote their product on TV and the Internet
without being solicited, if Muslims have the freedom to work
at bringing others to Muslim faith, surely those of us who
are excited in our joy in Christ should have the freedom to
share what we consider as good news.
Q: How would you feel if people from other religious backgrounds moved into your neighborhoods
and tried to convert you and your children?
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Anne: I would like to respond with sharing about how
we (two young single women) arrived in the village of
Kotoura. We were to learn the language and prepare the
way for evangelistic missionaries. We were linguists, not
evangelists. But as soon as we arrived, we were peppered
with questions by the son of the chief. We read him the story
of the Prodigal Son. He loved it so much he asked for more
and said he would share those stories with his people. He
wanted to know more about God and his power in the world.
After one year, and a thousand questions later, he believed in
Jesus Christ. It was then he, this first Christian, who was so
excited about his new faith, started sharing with others. And
no, he received no handouts from us. All he received from us
was our friendship and the Good News.
I would not agree with any other religion imposing themselves on me and my children. But it is healthy for children,
especially young adults, to be exposed to different religions.
It helps them gain perspective and make a better-informed
decision on their faith decision for life. I was challenged by
various currents of thought—religious and political—while
I was at a secular university (I did not go to a Mennonite
school, Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary, Elkhart,
Ind., until I was ready to go overseas), and this was valuable.
The challenges helped me examine my beliefs and make
more solid faith decisions. I believe in a political system that
allows for religious diversity. I believe in freedom of religion.
And I believe in freedom for everyone to share their faith.
This is another perspective coming from another part of
the world. If you visit us in Burkina Faso, you will find few
foreign missionaries. Most missionaries and evangelists
these days are Africans, who are much more vocal about
their faith than most North Americans, including me. You
will find first-generation Christians who will gladly share
why they became Christians and how it happened.
No one denies the abuses of missionaries and colonialists in the past. But that should not be used as an argument
against sharing one’s faith with others.
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NEWS

Executive Board meets with REC, prepares for Orlando
Large group process at Orlando 2017 a way to set a new vision for MC USA

T

he Mennonite Church USA Executive Board (EB) met
for the first time with the Racial Ethnic Council (REC)
at its Nov. 10-12 meetings in North Newton, Kan.
There they talked about power and authority.
The REC includes representatives from the African
American Mennonite Association, Iglesia Menonita Hispana,
Native Mennonite Ministries, Asian Mennonite Ministries,
Indonesian Mennonite Association, and African, Belizean,
Caribbean Mennonite Missions Association. It meets annually and is meant to help connect racial-ethnic people to
Mennonite Church USA.
Leslie Francisco of Hampton, Va., who chairs REC and
is an EB member, noted a prevailing question that comes to
REC: “Can the Executive Board name the points of power
that facilitate the work of the church?” REC’s perception,
he said, is that EB represents the authority of MC USA. But
when he asks who makes the final decision on something,
it gets passed around in a circle, from EB to conferences to
congregations.
Iris de León-Hartshorn, Mennonite Church USA director
of transformative peacemaking, said, “People of color don’t
know when to speak up on an issue or where to speak. They
want to know how to access power.”
Yvonne Diaz of Tirlingua, Texas, a member of REC and
EB, asked, “What power does the Executive Board acknowledge?”
Nisha Subaiya Springer of Dallas, Texas, an EB member,
said decisions often take so long because MC USA wants to
work toward consensus.
Francisco said, “It’s perplexing to people from different
cultural practices, where one person in authority…can make
a binding decision.”
EB member Jim Caskey of Goshen, Ind., noted the
importance of the informal aspect of power. “Acknowledging
who has power informally is important,” he said.
REC members then raised concern about the decision
by the Pacific Southwest Mennonite Conference (PSMC)
Board to ask its congregations to provide papers and to pay
membership dues. (See box.)
Femi Fatunmbi, moderator of PSMC and a member of
REC, said that PSMC leaders did apologize but that there is
more work to do to build trust. He added that a letter from
EB in support of the racial-ethnic congregations in PSMC
would be received “with great rejoicing.”
Samuel Schrag of St. Louis said EB should say PSMC’s
actions were not right.
Diane Zaerr Brenneman of Wellman, Iowa, added a caution: “The people who made the decision aren’t here.”
The subject of power came up later in the EB meeting
during discussions on the state of the church.
Francisco said, “Sometimes the system we have is more

destructive than if a person or group makes the decision.”
Tina Begay of Bloomfield, N.M., a member of EB and
REC, said, “Power underestimates the ability of racial-ethnic
groups to handle things….We need to talk with racial-ethnic
people and find out how they tick.” She noted that in her
congregation, people come to her for counsel, but when she
comes to EB, she feels inadequate. “We need to pay attention to why that is.”
Diaz added, “We need to hear, ‘You are an important part
of us, not just an appendage.’ ”
Glen Guyton, chief operating officer and director of convention planning for MC USA, introduced plans for handling
the delegate assembly at Orlando, Fla., next July.
He described a large group process that will bring together delegates and other adults and youth at the convention
and give them a voice in how MC USA should move forward.
The challenge, he said, is “to find a way forward that builds
trust, engages our constituents and prepares a path for our
institutions to serve the next generation.”
EB members agreed to pursue this plan. Patty Shelly
of Newton, Kan., moderator of MC USA, said, “It’s time to
revise the Purposeful Plan, and this large group process is a
way to do that.”
An initial delegate meeting will be needed to approve using this process. Further, delegates will need to consider one
resolution, on Israel/Palestine, which was tabled at Kansas
City 2015.—Gordon Houser

PSMC asks members for commitment
In a Sept. 20 letter, Kathi Oswald, moderator-elect of Pacific
Southwest Mennonite Conference and chair of its restructure
task group, wrote to PSMC congregations asking each to
“complete a Covenant Membership application form and
submit it to the PSMC office by mail or email.” She noted that
the application deadline was Nov. 15. The application asked
for certain paperwork to be completed by each congregation
and for payment of dues.
This did not sit well with many racial-ethnic members of
PSMC. On Nov. 10, Iris de León-Hartshorn said PSMC made
this decision with only one person of color on the board.
A follow-up letter from PSMC in October explained the
primary motivation for this restructuring: “PSMC is running
out of money. The conference must make changes if it is to
survive and carry out the mission God has given us.” The letter
explained that the membership guidelines were originally adopted in 1995, while a few revisions were made by the PSMC
Board this year. “Because of the financial situation,” the letter
said, “we will run out of money in one to two years.”—gh
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OBITUARIES
Blauch, Dale Edward, 85, Harrisonburg,
Va., died Oct. 9. Spouse: Miriam Sheller
Blauch. Parents: Earl and Nellie Ward
Blauch. Children: Dolores Hertzler and
Susan Blauch; two grandchildren. Funeral:
Oct. 13 at Harrisonburg Mennonite Church.
Brenneman, Lucy Marie (Fogelsong),
90, of Elida, Ohio, passed away peacefully
on Oct. 14, surrounded by her family.
Lucy was born Dec. 6, 1925, in Blissfield,
Mich., to Victor and Katherine (Thompson)
Fogelsong. She graduated from Blissfield
High School prior to attending Huntington
College. On Aug. 12, 1949, she married
Moses S. Brenneman, who preceded her in
death on Feb. 24, 1976.
Lucy was a remarkable homemaker and
active in the family farm and her community. She is remembered for her unwavering
faith in God, deep love for her family and
concern for others. Lucy was an active
member of Central Mennonite and Pike
Mennonite churches in Elida. She loved
studying Scripture and prayed fervently.
Lucy had a heart for missions, local and
global. She volunteered in her church and
the Et Cetera Shop in Bluffton, Ohio. She
also served in Kentucky, Haiti, Guatemala
and Mexico and hosted many church/
mission workers in her home. She enjoyed
reading, teaching children’s Sunday school,
participating in the Women’s Sewing Circle,
music, gardening and visiting family.
She is survived by seven children: Ronald (Cindy) Brenneman of Elida; Marilyn
(Michael) Hughes of Mt. Crawford, Va.; Rita
(Dale) Lehman of Broadway, Va.; Kathleen
(Steve) Nussbaum of White Bear Lake,
Minn.; Stanley Brenneman of Elida; Kim
(Beverly) Brenneman of Elida; and Janet
(Max) Troyer of Harrisonburg, Va.; 24 grandchildren and 22 great-grandchildren. Lucy is
also survived by sister Phyllis Kohr, Toledo,
Ohio; brother and sister-in-law Leland
and Roma Fogelsong; and 12 nieces and
nephews. She was preceded in death by her
husband, parents and a sister and brotherin-law, Ellen (Chuck) Neuroth.
A funeral service was held on Oct. 22 at
Pike Mennonite Church in Elida. Pastor Darwin Hartman officiated. Interment followed
at Salem Mennonite Cemetery.

Cressman, Calvin, 76, St. Jacobs, Ontario, died Oct. 31. Spouse: Janice Martin
Cressman. Parents: Eden M. and Laura
Dettwiler Cressman. Children: Mark and
Michael Cressman; two grandchildren.
Funeral: Nov. 4 at St. Jacobs Mennonite
Church.
Detweiler, Gerald R., 67, Kintnersville,
Pa., died Oct. 12. Spouse: Karen Blumrick
Detweiler. Parents: Alvin T. (deceased) and
Anna Rosenberger Detweiler. Children:
JoAnna, Joy, Rose, Rita. Funeral: Oct. 16 at
Deep Run Mennonite Church East, Perkasie,
Pa.
Detweiler, Raymond Wismer, 88,
Quakertown, Pa., died Oct. 14. Spouse:
Grace Alderfer Detweiler (deceased). Children: Laverne Lee Detweiler and Dean Arlin
Detweiler. Funeral: Oct. 20 at Deep Run
Mennonite Church East, Perkasie, Pa.
Healey, Mabel E. Wogomon, 96,
Wakarusa, Ind., died Oct. 3. Spouse: Harold
W. Wogomon (deceased). Parents: Benjamin
and Bessie Billman Wogomon. Children:
Helen Fritts and Dorothy Ann Healey
(both deceased); four grandchildren; 13
great-grandchildren; 14 great-great-grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 10 at Olive Mennonite Church, Elkhart, Ind.
Helmuth, Mary Miller, 94, Goshen,
Ind., died Sept. 30. Spouse: Joseph G.
Helmuth (deceased). Parents: John M.
Miller and Anna Miller Miller. Children:
Dee Birkey, Carol Honderich, Elaine Jarvis,
Dr. Anita Showalter; 11 grandchildren; 18
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 5 at
Waterford Mennonite Church, Goshen.
Hildebrand, Kathleen Hoeppner
Braun, 88, Altona, Manitoba, died Sept.
22. Spouse: Dave Hildebrand (deceased).
Spouse: William “Willie” Braun (deceased).
Parents: Jacob N. Hoeppner and Susan
Sawatzky Hoeppner. Children: Merle,
Gerald, Lorne, Rhona Sawatzky, Mona
Lacey; 13 grandchildren; seven great-grandchildren. Funeral: Sept. 26 at Bergthaler
Mennonite Church, Altona.

Hofer, Raymond E., 87, Freeman, S.D.,
died Nov. 4. Spouse: Joyce Wipf Hofer.
Parents: John L. and Mary L. Mendel Hofer.
Children: Cynthia Graber, Nanette Hofer,
Kim Hofer, Amy Hofer Vetch, Dennis Hofer,
Julie Anderson, Joel Wipf; eight grandchildren (one deceased). Funeral: Nov. 10 at
Hutterthal Mennonite Church, Freeman.
Kratz, Amanda A. Moyer, 102, Souderton, Pa., died Oct. 5. Spouse: Jonas L.
Kratz (deceased). Parents: Frank and Bertha
Alderfer Moyer. Children: Lawrence M.
Kratz, Lorraine M. Kulp, Naomi Shaw; 16
grandchildern; 30 great-grandchildren; two
great-great-grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 13
at Souderton Mennonite Homes.
Lapp, Martha Anne Miller, 79, Goshen,
Ind., died Aug. 1. Spouse: Jon Eugene Lapp.
Parents: Alvin and Bessie Miller. Children:
David Lapp, DeAnne Hill, Eric Lapp; nine
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren.
Miller, Bertha Neufeld, 85, Goshen,
Ind., died Sept. 28. Spouse: Kenneth Miller.
Parents: Jacob and Katherine Pauls Neufeld.
Children: Berry Miller, Phil Miller, Becky
Nussbaum, Bonnie Gingrich, Gordon Miller;
16 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren.
Funeral: Oct. 10 at Silverwood Mennonite
Church, Goshen.
Schofield, Mervin Earl, 83, Denver,
died Oct. 14. Spouse: Clara Miller Schofield.
Parents: Earl and Rebecca Mackey Schofield. Children: Deborah Tayler, Charlene
Schofield; three grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Nov. 12 at
First Mennonite Church, Denver.
Shoemaker, Donald J., 94, Goshen,
Ind., died Oct. 12. Spouse: Illa June Litwiller
Shoemaker (deceased). Parents: Arthur and
Louisa Engle Shoemaker. Children: Joyce
Yoder, Sandra Friesen, Nelda Wittig, Larry
Shoemaker (deceased); six grandchildren;
three great-grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 15
at College Mennonite Church, Goshen.
Snyder, Eugene Nelson, 63, Waterloo,
Ontario, died Oct. 25. Spouse: Sharon Martin (deceased). Parents: Nelson and Vera

To submit an obituary, log on to www.themennonite.org, use the “About Us” tab and select “Contact Us” from the drop-down menu. You
may also submit information by email or mail editor@themennonite.org; 3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, Elkhart, IN 46517.
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OBITUARIES
Weaver, Elwood Daniel, 94, Harrisonburg, Va., died Sept. 13. Spouse: Ruth Louise Hartman Weaver (deceased). Parents:
Jason and Maria Elizabeth Martin Weaver.
Children: Jerrel “Jerry” Weaver, Ken Weaver,
Diane Yoder, Susan Eshleman; 11 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren. Funeral: Sept.
17 at Harrisonburg Mennonite Church.

Snyder. Children: Hillary and Evan Snyder.
Funeral : Nov. 1 at St. Jacobs Mennonite
Church.
Sommers, Eloise Eileen Lambright,
84, Denver, died Aug. 18. Spouse: Myron Sommers (deceased). Parents: Cleo
and Orpha Hostetler Lambright. Child:
Craig Sommers; two grandchildren; two
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 1 at First
Mennonite Church, Denver.
Spilman, Mary Alice Baughman, 85,
Goshen, Ind., died Oct. 31. Spouse: Donn
Hiatt Spilman. Children: Sue Hadler, William,
John and Jeff Spilman; 15 grandchildren;
nine great-grandchildren. Funeral: Nov. 12
at College Mennonite Church, Goshen.
Waltner, Floretta Joyce Kaufman,
86, Freeman, S.D., died Oct. 14. Spouse:
Gene Waltner (deceased). Parents: Elias and
Hannah Deckert Kaufman. Children: Steve
Waltner, Kristi Miller; six grandchildren; 10
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 22 at
Salem Mennonite Church, Freeman.

Wiebe, Anne Janzen, 90, Altona,
Manitoba, died Sept. 11. Spouse: Bernard
G. Wiebe. Parents: Johann Janzen and
Aganetha Giesbrecht Janzen. Children:
Norman Wiebe, Allan Wiebe, Terence Wiebe,
Warren Wiebe; five grandchildren; six
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Sept. 16 at
Bergthaler Mennonite Church, Altona.
Yoder, Della Faye Troyer, 85, Kalona,
Iowa, died Aug. 29. Spouse: Keith E. Yoder
(deceased). Parents: Lloyd and Emma
Kennel Troyer. Children: Joette Droz, Brian
Yoder, Judy Hookway; six grandchildren;
six great-grandchildren. Funeral: Sept. 3
at Wellman Mennonite Church, Wellman,
Iowa.

Seniors,
don’t
miss out!
Priority application deadline
for achievement scholarships:

Apply now at

Yoder, Edna Mack, 75, Harleysville, Pa.,
died Oct. 14. Spouse: Ray Yoder. Parents:
Ellis and Edna Good Mack. Children:
Juanita and Cynthia Yoder; two grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 30 at Salford Mennonite
Church, Harleysville.
Yoder, Esther A. Detwiler, 93, Elkhart,
Ind., died Sept. 18. Spouse: Gordon R.
Yoder. Parents: Elmer and Lorena Miller
Detwiler. Children: Diane Hershberger,
Sanford Yoder, Tom Yoder; six grandchildren;
one great-grandchild. Funeral: Oct. 15 at
College Mennonite Church, Goshen.
Yoder, Howard Ray, 91, Wellman Iowa,
died July 10. Spouse: Eleanor Swartzendruber Yoder. Parents: Henry and Bertha Doolin
Yoder. Children: H. Douglas Yoder, Steven
Yoder, Lucinda Hoskins, John H. Yoder, Barbara Martin, Melissa Thomas; 11 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren. Funeral: West
Union Mennonite Church, Wellman, Iowa.
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CLASSIFIEDS

East Petersburg Mennonite Church, East Petersburg, Pa.,
seeks a full-time lead pastor to join a mission-minded church
community that is learning to live and love like Jesus. The position
will focus on providing vision/leadership, discipleship, pastoral care,
preaching/teaching and equipping people for ministry in the church
and in the neighborhood along with a commitment to personal
growth. For more information or to submit a résumé: http://www.
eastpetemc.org/resources/lead-pastor-search/.
Shalom Mennonite Church in Newton, Kan., is looking
for a full-time associate pastor with skills in youth ministry,
pastoral care and spiritual formation. For more information, please
contact Search Team Chair David Kaufman at dkaufman2388@
gmail.com.
Sunnyside Mennonite Church, Lancaster, Pa., seeks a fulltime lead pastor. Candidates need to embrace Anabaptist
values and theology and have strong interpersonal skills and a
leadership style that develops and draws upon the diverse gifts of
others in the congregation. For more information or to submit cover letter and résumé contact Jay Witmer, Search Team Chairperson,
susquehannags@gmail.com. Website: http://sunnysidemc.org.

Eastern Mennonite University is seeking applicants for an
undergraduate programs assistant for the EMU at Lancaster, Pa., campus. The undergraduate programs assistant will
provide general administrative support to all EMU at Lancaster undergraduate program directors and work on program-specific and
manage communication with and provide support services for
EMU at Lancaster undergraduate full-time and adjunct faculty.
Bachelor’s degree preferred. Two years of administrative assistant
experience required. Submit application, resume and three
references to: hr@emu.edu. For more information visit our website
at http://emu.edu/hr/openings/. EMU is an equal opportunity
employer, committed to enhancing diversity across the institution.
EMU conducts criminal background investigations as part of the
hiring process.

RESOURCES
More-with-Less Cookbook: 40th Anniversary
Edition by Doris Janzen Longacre with Rachel Marie Stone
(Herald Press, 2016, $22.99) preserves hundreds of timeless
recipes and tips from Longacre’s best-selling cookbook, with
updates by award-winning food writer Stone.

North Newton Guest Housing—Serenity Silo, Barnview
Cottage, Woodland Hideaway. Email or call for brochures:
vadasnider@cox.net, 316-283-5231.

in
the

Join

joy
of

giving

As we celebrate God’s gift to us this Christmas, honor
family or friends with a gift that changes lives.
Browse and purchase gifts at mcc.org/christmas or call
toll free 888.563.4676 to request a printed booklet.
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MEDIACULTURE
Reflections on the effect of media and culture on our faith

DVD REVIEW
Hunt for the Wilderpeople (PG13) is a delightful comedy-drama from
New Zealand. When a rebellious kid and
his foster uncle go missing in the wild
New Zealand bush, a national manhunt
ensues. The film works partly because of
the excellent acting by its two protagonists. It’s not only funny but touching,
while offering gentle pokes at some
social injustices. Viewers get a sense
through the cast of the Maori presence in
that country.—Gordon Houser

BOOK REVIEWS
Word by Word: A Daily Spiritual
Practice by Marilyn McEntyre (Eerd
mans, 2016, $17.99) is a series of meditations on single words from Scripture.
McEntyre invites readers to reflect on
a word over the course of a week and
consider it in seven different ways.
She asks readers to recall the word’s
personal, biblical or literary context, the
experiences it brings up, how their use of
it has changed over time and the layers
of meaning it has acquired. “Dwelling,
lingering, pondering, listening, praying,” she writes, “are all countercultural
practices.”McEntyre helps us use words
to draw us deeper into people’s prayer
practices.—gh
God Without Violence: Following
a Nonviolent God in a Violent
World by J. Denny Weaver (Wipf &
Stock, 2016, $28) is a popular version
of the arguments Weaver made in The
Nonviolent Atonement and The Nonviolent God. His basic argument is this: “If
God is revealed in the life of Jesus, as
Christian faith professes, then the God
of Jesus is a God who rejects violence,
a nonviolent God.” Weaver applies
his insights to current issues, such as
economics, racism, ethnicity and gender.
He looks at Scripture and how it portrays
God, both in the Old and New Testament.
He largely succeeds in making his points
more accessible to the general reader.
—gh

A heroic pacifist in battle

I

t’s rare for a Hollywood film to
portray pacifism. Gandhi (1982), The
Mission (1986) and last year’s Selma,
among others, have depicted stories
of real pacifists. While our culture
produces many stories of war heroes
or vigilante justice, we can’t seem to
imagine pacifist actions. For that we
rely on true stories.
Now we have another true story
of a pacifist displaying great courage.
Hacksaw Ridge (R) is based on the story of Desmond T. Doss, a Seventh-day
Adventist who enlisted in the army
during World War II.
He suffered harassment from
fellow soldiers and superiors and faced
an attempted courtmartial before
winning the right to serve as a medic
and not carry a gun.Then, during the
Battle of Okinawa, on Hacksaw Ridge,
he risked his life under fire and rescued
75 wounded men, lowering many of
them from the top of a cliff with a rope.
He was wounded as well and later
became the first conscientious objector
in American history to be awarded the
Medal of Honor.
Hacksaw Ridge is directed by Mel
Gibson, and his fingerprints show in
the film. As in Braveheart and The
Passion of the Christ, we are exposed
to grisly bloody images. The R rating
is for intense, prolonged, realistically
graphic sequences of war violence.
OK, war is violent and hellish, but
the camera lingers on such scenes as
rats eating the entrails from a dead
soldier.
Gibson also tends to see suffering
as (at least potentially) sacred. So he
shows water being poured over Doss
after the battle, with blood and light
streaming from him, an obvious symbol
of baptism. And when Doss is lowered
from the cliff in a stretcher, the music
swells, and he seems to fly, with the
heavens behind him.
But these intrusions don’t detract
from the powerful story told here.
Doss’ actions are indisputably heroic,
and the film ends with portions of in-

terviews with the real Doss, who died
in 2006, and a fellow soldier who once
harassed him and later was rescued by
Doss from the battlefield.
In films like this, viewers often
wonder how close it hones to the real
story. A more accurate account can be
found in the DVD The Conscientious
Objector (2004) and in the book Desmond Doss: Conscientious Objector by
Frances M. Doss.
While Doss grew up in a devout
Seventh-day Adventist home, that’s
just not dramatic enough for a feature
film. So in Hacksaw Ridge the father is
a veteran of World War I who is alcoholic and abusive.
Another interesting difference—if
it even is different—concerns the
number of men he rescued from the
battlefield on Hacksaw Ridge. His fellow soldiers thought it was 100, while
Doss, ever the one to downplay his
own achievements, said it was only 50.
I suppose, for official records, they split
the difference and said 75.
Hacksaw Ridge is welcome, however, for telling this riveting and important story. The film is clear about his
conviction not to kill and his being a
Seventh-day Adventist, something you
don’t find in many movies.
Other pacifists may quibble with
Doss’ conviction that he needed to join
the army in its fight against the Axis
powers, even though he did it as a noncombatant. He felt it was his patriotic
duty.
Another quibble is that this story
focuses on an individual, yet his convictions grew out of a community. The
film gives us barely a glimpse of that
community.
Quibbles aside, I’m glad this story
is being told to a wider audience. But
viewers should be
prepared for the
violence. TM
Gordon Houser is
editor of The Mennonite.
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NEW VOICES
By and about young adults

The privilege of anticipation

A
Dominique
Chew
is a member of
Whitestone Mennonite Church in
Hesston, Kan.

dvent has always been one of my favorite
times of the year. As it falls on the darkest
days and nights of the year, Advent is a time
of anticipation. We wait for the light of the sun
each morning, the light of the moon each night,
and ultimately the light that is Jesus. We sing
Come, thou long-expected Jesus and O come, O
come Immanuel.
We wait. To wait means to be in a state of
readiness, so as we wait, we prepare. We follow
the story of Jesus’ birth. We light candles. We eat
tiny chocolates from our Advent calendars. And
we know what’s to come. The story is familiar to
us. As followers of Jesus, we know that at the end
of our waiting, our anticipation comes to a joyful
end through his birth. We
lift our voices and sing,
“Joy to the World.” We
celebrate that the Prince
of Peace has come.
There is beauty in
anticipation. There is
something profound in
finding light in the darkness. Anticipation is fun
when you know the outcome. Waiting becomes
like a game, when you know that someday soon,
your waiting will come to an end, that the time
you took to prepare was not in vain.
But sometimes, anticipation looks more like
being knocked down over and over and not seeing
the end. Waiting looks more like being stuck or
being held back by known and unknown forces.
To know that someday you will not have to
wait any longer—that your anticipation will end—
is a privilege, a privilege denied to many. Yes,
anticipation is looking forward to something, but
anticipation can also mean expecting or predicting. And for some, their anticipation may not be
for something as joyful as the birth of the Divine.
Perhaps they must suffer through their anticipation. They anticipate that maybe their home will
be demolished or that a giant wall built in the
middle of their neighborhood means their children
can’t go to school and they can’t go to work. They
wait fearfully for someone to hear their cries, to
intervene, to help them.
In our time of waiting this Advent season, let
us remember those who consider time a weapon,
a sharp weapon used against them. Let us not forget that the people of Bethlehem and the people

of Jerusalem are living under occupation—just as
Christ lived under occupation. For them, waiting
is a matter of fear and psychological abuse by
their occupiers.
In our time of waiting this Advent season, let
us remember families of those killed by police,
waiting for justice. Let us remember the egregious number of families of those wrongfully
incarcerated who have waited and continue to
wait to be with their loved ones. Let us remember
immigrants and refugees who long for home and
hope and comfort and acceptance.
In our time of waiting this Advent season,
continue to light candles and eat Advent calendar
chocolate and read the story,
but do not forget we are peacemakers, that peace has yet to
be achieved, and complacency
and silence involve taking the
side of the oppressor.
One of my favorite Advent
hymns is “Comfort, Comfort,
O My People.” The first verse
reads, “Comfort, comfort, O
my people, speak of peace now
says our God.
“Comfort those who sit in darkness, mourning
‘neath their sorrows’ load.
“Speak unto Jerusalem of the peace that waits
for them.
“Tell of all the sins I cover, and that warfare
now is over.”
In our time of waiting this Advent season, we
must comfort those waiting in darkness for peace.
We must do the work of peace until the destruction of war and hatred ceases. We must know that
peace and reconciliation do not happen over night,
but we cannot dismiss the sharpness of time.
In our time of waiting this Advent season, let
us remember those who are waiting for us. Let us
remember those for whom the church has left out,
cast out, silenced, ignored, tokenized, those to
whom the church has turned a blind eye.
Right now, our world is hurting. Violence and
war are rampant. Our own country’s division is
detrimental and we are far from united. Peace
seems so distant. But we cannot give up hope
that it will come. To wait is delaying action until
a particular time. Let us not delay our actions for
peace and for justice because we are blinded by
our privilege. TM

In our time of waiting this
Advent season, we must
comfort those waiting in
darkness for peace.
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Caring for the most vulnerable
The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.”—Matthew 25:40 TNIV

L

ast month, the Executive Board of Mennonite
Church USA reviewed the work of the Mennonite Health Services Alliance, our newest
program agency. For some, an institutional review
may seem like a ho-hum event. But for me, it felt
different. MHS Alliance oversees many organizations that care for the most vulnerable people in
our families and communities. For me, this has a
deeply personal dimension.
For seven years, the Mennonite Friendship
Manor in Hutchinson, Kan., cared for my sister—Edith Ann Stutzman. Edith was born in 1947
with mental and physical handicaps and never was
able to live on her own. She began having severe
epileptic seizures at age 8, not long before my
father’s tragic death at age 37. My newly widowed
mother felt unable to care for Edith, one of six
children. At that time, my mother did not have
access to Social Security and other government
benefits, so she relied on extended family and the
church to carry her through this crisis.
Edith was graciously “adopted” by Arvilla
Weaver, a single Amish woman my mother had
known for several years as a neighbor and friend.
Arvilla took on this responsibility in response to
an inner call from God to care for needy children.
Although my mother’s family and congregation
helped support Arvilla financially, they never paid
a living wage. Arvilla cared for Edith for nearly 50
years, first in her parents’ home and then in her
own place after her parents died. Meanwhile, our
family moved from Iowa to Indiana, so Edith was
a long way from my mother, who had moved from
Iowa to Kansas to be near her own siblings.
As Arvilla reached her late senior years, she
faced a bout with cancer but insisted on keeping
Edith under her care. Not until Arvilla was 86 and
suffered a broken pelvis was she willing to give up
Edith’s companionship.
By that time, my mother had died of cancer,
so our family took up the task of finding a new

caregiver for Edith. We hoped to find someone
who could understand her speech, which even our
family struggled to comprehend. And we wished
Edith could live closer to her extended family
in Kansas, particularly her brother Glenn, who
served as her legal guardian.
Glenn was relieved to learn that the Mennonite Friendship Manor was willing to care for
Edith and that she would have access to government assistance. To our surprise and delight,
Edith did not resist the move to Kansas and
quickly adapted to her new environment. Each
time I visited her there, I observed the loving
way the staff cared for her. They showed gentle
forbearance for her dramatic mood swings—which
might leave her laughing and gregarious in one
moment and send her sulking to her room in the
next. They gave her simple tasks to help her feel
useful and dealt compassionately with her many
idiosyncrasies. My heart wells in gratitude for
their loving care.
When Edith was a child, a doctor predicted
that she wouldn’t live past age 21. She lived far
longer than we had anticipated, succumbing to
pneumonia at age 65, a few months after her longtime companion, Arvilla, died at age 92.
The Mennonite Friendship Manor is but one
of many institutions related to Mennonite Health
Services Alliance. Most of them depend on government subsidies and the generosity of donors
to enable them to care for vulnerable people like
Edith, who have few resources at their disposal.
As we reviewed the challenges faced by Mennonite Health Services Alliance, I commended them
for putting the love of Christ into action for those
with special needs. Jesus would want no less. TM
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FROM THE EDITOR

What are you waiting for?

T
Gordon Houser

he above question can be interpreted in
either of two ways: What is it you long for?
or, Stop dilly-dallying and get on with it.
I’d like to ask it in both ways.
Advent is the period at the beginning of the
church year that signals a time of waiting—waiting for the coming of God’s reign, for the Messiah, who will usher in God’s justice. (Go to our
website, www.themennonite.org, to read Advent
reflections, starting after Thanksgiving.)
So my first question is, What is it you long for?
How do you want God’s justice to be incarnated,
to become real in your life, in the church, in the
world? That’s worth reflecting on and praying for.
Waiting for God’s justice requires patience,
and patience, as I wrote in my book Present Tense:
A Mennonite Spirituality, “is a central virtue and
concept in Mennonite spirituality. Behind patience
lies the theological truth, the belief, that our
life—all life—is a gift of God and that we are not
in charge.”

Because of the presence of God’s Spirit, we are
able to act in ways that show God’s love and
mercy, even in the midst of conflict.

At the same time, while God’s justice does not
ultimately depend on us, we can still act in ways
that reflect God, our loving Parent.
That brings me to the second way of asking
the question in the title. In other words, you don’t
have to wait around to act. Now is the time.
Now, as we make our way in a divided nation
and a church that hurts from its own divisions, we
can act in ways that reflect God’s character.
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While many around us act in unkind ways, as
Isaac Villegas points out in his Grace and Truth
column (page 8), we can show kindness to others.
Those others may include people who are being
attacked and feel unsafe. They may also include
those with whom we disagree about what shape
our nation’s future should take.
Showing kindness toward those who face unkindness is a tangible way of showing the kind of
world we long for. It reflects the reign of God that
Jesus announced.
For those of us who long for God’s presence,
we need not wait. God is here—among us, within
us, throughout the world. And while we may well
believe that, we don’t always experience it.
No, we long for an embodied presence.
God’s presence is embodied in the world in many,
various ways. We may experience God through
the natural world, through the arts, through the
love of others or thousands of other ways.
As we wait for God’s justice, God’s peace, we
need each other to remind us that God is present.
And because of the presence of God’s Spirit, we
are able to act in ways that show God’s love and
mercy, even in the midst of conflict.
As Nelson Okanya writes in the Leadership
column (page 30): “Let us take heart and proclaim
and embody God’s hope and promise to a world
frequently characterized by fear, anxiety, unpredictability and even hopelessness.”
During this Advent season, find times of
prayer and reflection when you can ask yourself,
What am I waiting for? What is the longing of my
heart? Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight in the Lord, and
he will give you the desires of your heart.”
Then share your longings with trusted friends
and explore with them ways to show kindness in a
harsh world, to express hope in an anxious world
and to live in loving ways in a world of hatred.
As we wait, let us wait with patience, placing
our trust in the God of healing and hope.—gh

