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America the greatest?
The conclusion by Heather Whitehouse 
(Letters, February) that America “is 
a lot better than any other country” 
is demonstrably false. Here are some 
facts:

1. Our military spending is greater 
than the next eight countries com-
bined. We repeatedly get into wars on 
the other side of the world that don’t 
involve us, thereby generating ill will 
against us and creating enemies who 
want to do us harm.

2. We are the only developed 
country without a national health-care 
system. People go bankrupt every day 
due to huge medical expenses. Because 
of our disgraceful health-care system, 
there are 56 countries with lower infant 
mortality rates than us.

3. Because of our love affair with 
firearms, Americans are 10 times more 
likely to be killed by a gun than are 
people in other developed countries.

4. We incarcerate our citizens at a 
greater rate than any other country. We 
have 25 percent of the world’s prison-
ers, even though our population is less 
than 5 percent of the world’s total. This 
is surely the sign of a failed society.

5. We are only the 15th happiest 
people in the world, according to a 
worldwide survey of 158 countries.

Instead of boasting about being 
better than other countries, wouldn’t it 
be more useful to look at how and why 
other countries are doing things better 
than we are and learn from them where 
we can?—Jerry Weaver, Bluffton, Ohio 

In response to “Make America Great—
Again?” by Cyneatha Millsaps (Grace 
and Truth, January) and the letter 
from Heather Whitehouse (February):  
When we as white Americans say we 
understand the perspective of Afri-
can-Americans and want to right the 
wrongs of racism in our society, we 
must be willing to listen to the experi-
ences of black people in America.

Our white experience of America 
as great is different from the Afri-
can-American experience in America. 
We want to believe their experience 
is similar to ours so we can feel less 
shame and guilt. We might learn new 
things about our differing perspec-
tives if we were willing to listen to the 
thoughts and feelings of black people 
without judgment, without saying we 
are offended by their “ungrateful atti-
tude.” Yes, it is uncomfortable, and we 
will hear things we don’t like and may 
find hard to comprehend, but do we 
want to understand or not?

Reconciliation and healing from the 
wounds of a violent history is a long 
and challenging process for any soci-
ety. The peoples of South Africa and 
Rwanda know this perhaps better than 
we white Americans do. We struggle 
to understand how the wounds and 
structures of history in America endure 
for hundreds of years, evolving as time 
passes into new outrages (from slavery 
to Jim Crow to mass incarceration). In 
fact, we prefer to believe it isn’t so, that 
we don’t see race, and that there are no 
significant obstacles to the success of 
black people, if they would only have a 
more positive attitude and try harder. 
I pray God will teach us to listen at a 
deeper level. In the words of the hymn: 
“Bring forth the kingdom of mercy, 
bring forth the kingdom of peace, bring 
forth the kingdom of justice, bring forth 
the city of God.”—Paul N. Hartman, 
Carmel, Ind.

Jesus is the only way
Regarding the item “Jews, Muslims 
and Christians Join for Worship in Je-
rusalem” (February): Am I supposed to 
think that is a positive idea? How can 
a Christian (one who believes in Jesus) 
possibly worship with someone who 
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does not believe in Jesus? In John’s 
Gospel, he states over and over that “I 
and the Father are One,” and, “If you 
know me, you know the Father.” At the 
very least you should explain that as 
Christians we cannot worship with one 
who does not believe in Jesus. 

Jesus gave his life so that we have 
access to the Father. Jesus is the only 
way. Every other god is a false god.    
—Martha Miller, Harrisonburg, Va.

Scripture vs. science
In “A Reason for Full Inclusion—or 
Not” (Opinion, March), the writer 
quotes our confession of faith as calling 
us a people who let “culture, experi-
ence, reason…be tested and corrected 
by the light of Holy Scripture.” The 
writer also quotes Greg Boyd in these 
words: “The minute a movement cuts 
the tether with biblical authority, it 
becomes something that just Christian-
izes the latest fad.”

Several scientific disciplines inde-
pendently provide strong evidence that 
the age of the earth is measured in 
billions of years rather than thousands. 
The evidence is not supported by bibli-
cal authority; some would say that it is 
refuted. If I accept the evidence, have 
I placed myself outside the bounds of 
full inclusion in the Mennonite church?    
—Thomas Lehman, Chapel Hill, N.C.

Suggestions for better policing
Thanks to Joe Miller (March) for 
wrestling with difficult questions of 
policing, which is different from war. 
We need structures that promote safety 
and order. Here are a few additional 
comments:

1. It is assumed that for police, 
the right to kill is the end point of a 
continuum leading to violence, which 
renders violence seemingly inevitable. 
But we need not accept that continu-
um. A continuum of positive coercion 
that does not end in lethal violence is 
also possible. (See my article in The 
Mennonite, May 20, 2008.) Recognizing 
a need for structures of order does not 
require accepting inevitable violence.

2. Police departments vary greatly 
in their attitudes toward use of lethal 
violence. When my local newspaper 
ran articles on the training of police re-
cruits, there was extensive discussion 
of training with weapons but only brief 
mention of also learning conflict de-es-
calation. This article reminds me of the 
saying, “Give a little boy a hammer, and 
he will treat everything as a nail.” 

3. Mixing issues of race/ethnicity in 
discussions of policing creates a vola-
tile mixture. Michelle Alexander in The 
New Jim Crow details how the “war on 
drugs” targeted primarily people of col-
or, although white and black people use 

drugs at the same rate. Lesser known 
but important is Pulled Over by Epp, 
Maynard-Moody and Haider-Markel. 
This book describes the “investigative 
stops” by which police use a minor 
violation such as failing to signal a 
lane change to stop cars suspected of 
harboring drugs or weapons. The vast 
majority of those stopped are people 
of color and are innocent. Since whites 
and people of color use illegal drugs at 
the same rate, racial profiling is clearly 
involved. Combined with police training 
to control by asserting authority, which 
provokes resentment, the result is sus-
picion of the police by people of color 
that white people escape. These factors 
underscore that racial sensitivity, 
community policing and de-escalation 
techniques are extremely important 
in discussions of policing and whether 
or how to justify the resort to lethal 
force.—J. Denny Weaver, Madison, Wis.

Thanks for speaking up
As the parents of a black, transgender 
young man, we thank you for address-
ing the current issues of our day. We 
are called to be the light that shines in 
the darkness and to embrace all God’s 
children with love.

We are grateful to The Mennonite for 
speaking up.—Ron and Elena Helmuth, 
Bethlehem, Pa.

IN THIS ISSUE

On July 5, 2013, Mennonite 
Church USA delegates passed 
a resolution that called its 

members to “commit to growing in 
their dedication to care for God’s cre-
ation as an essential part of the good 
news of Jesus Christ.” I hope this 
issue aids in that commitment.

We published a call for articles on 
this topic and received many. Besides 
what appears in the following pages, 
we will publish others on our website 
in the coming weeks and months.

Jennifer Halteman Schrock (page 
12), the leader of Mennonite Creation 
Care Network, notes that people care 
for creation in many different ways.

Erica Littlewolf (page 16), director 
of the Indigenous Visioning Circle, 
notes that Indigenous people don’t 
separate spirituality from the land and 
who they are as a people.

Heather Wolfe (page 18) relates 
the experience of her congregation, 
Taftsville (Vt.) Chapel Mennonite 
Fellowship, in addressing care for 
creation in practical ways.

Liliana Comacho (page 22) writes 
about the destructive effects of cli-
mate change on poorer people around 
the world. This article is adapted 
from a presentation she gave at last 
November’s Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates convention.

Blew Kind (page 26) is owner of 
Franny Lou’s Porch, a radical coffee 

and tea house in Philadelphia that 
addresses environmental justice in 
unique ways.

Mennonite Central Committee, 
with many others, is increasingly 
using solar power for their buildings 
(page 32).

It seems many are willing to ig-
nore facts that contradict their beliefs. 
In Mediaculture (page 37), I look at an 
article that seeks to explain why.

Our editorial is by Shé T. Langley, 
a digital strategy consultant for us. 
She describes digital tools churches 
can use to engage people who are 
seeking God.

As we celebrate Easter this 
month, may you experience God’s 
resurrecting power.—Editor
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NEWS BRIEFS
News from the Mennonite world

UN peacekeeper, 
Mennonite school grad, 
kidnapped in Congo
Michael Sharp, a United Nations peace 
worker, was one of two UN workers 

kidnapped by unknown 
assailants in the Kasai 
region of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) 
on March 12, according 
to Al Jazeera. Sharp is a 
2001 graduate of Betha-
ny Christian Schools in 

Goshen, Ind., and a 2005 graduate of 
Eastern Mennonite University, Harri-
sonburg, Va. 

The other worker taken was Zaida 
Catalan from Sweden. In addition, 
the report states that four Congolese 
nationals, three motorcycle drivers and 
one interpreter, were also taken. The 
nationals were not named in the report. 

According to Al Jazeera, Sharp and 
Catalan were part of a UN panel of 
experts that was investigating conflicts 
that have been ongoing in the DRC 
since the mid-1990’s, when civil war 
began in the country. The report noted 
that the Kasai region has seen fighting 
and rebellion since September 2016, 
after government forces killed Kam-
wina Nsapu in August. Nsapu was a 
tribal chief and militia leader who had 
resisted President Joseph Kabila.

Congolese and UN officials said 
search efforts to locate the kidnapped 
individuals were underway.—Hannah 
Heinzekehr

MC USA archives move to 
Elkhart, Ind., building
The Mennonite Church USA archives 
moved from the Goshen (Ind.) Col-
lege campus to the MC USA offices in 
Elkhart, Ind., on March 16. According 
to MC USA archivist Jason Kauffman, 
the archives should be open in their 
new location by the end of this month.

Kauffman estimates there are mil-
lions of documents in the 6,500 boxes 
that have been carefully packed. 

The archives have been at Goshen 
since 1937, moving to their primary 
home in the Newcomer Building in 

1959, when the collection included 
“approximately 1,000 boxes containing 
more than 300,000 items,” according to 
a chronology in the administrative files. 
The archives of the former General 
Conference Mennonite Church are 
located at Bethel College in North 
Newton, Kan.

A donor covered the biggest ex-
pense of the project: the purchase of all 
the mobile shelving. Volunteers have 
also been donating significant time: 
packing, sorting, labeling and more.    
—Mennonite Church USA

Allegheny Conference  
affirms licensing pastor 
in same-sex relationship
Allegheny Mennonite Conference has 
approved a request from Hyattsville 
(Maryland) Mennonite Church to move 
forward with licensing toward ordina-
tion for Michelle Burkholder. Burk-
holder has been serving as associate 
pastor at Hyattsville since 2013. She is 
a member of the LGBTQ community 
and married to her partner.

The request for licensing came 
through Hyattsville’s congregational 
discernment processes, which recog-
nized and named Burkholder’s gifts for 
ministry.

 As part of the request for licens-
ing, Hyattsville asked congregational 
members to write letters or comments 
noting things they appreciated about 
Burkholder’s ministry. They sent these 
testimonials, 20 in all, with their formal 
request to the conference.

Burkholder’s licensing service was 
scheduled for March 26.

Allegheny becomes the third Men-
nonite Church USA area conference to 
credential an LGBTQ pastor, joining 
Central District Conference and Moun-
tain States Mennonite Conference.

In a Feb. 15 statement, the confer-
ence acknowledged that this decision 
places them at variance with Menno-
nite Church USA’s stated policies.

According to Dave Mishler, Allgh-
eny conference minister, the confer-
ence’s credentialing team reviewed 
the request from Hyattsville and also 

Iraq water project assists 10,000 families
A staff member (name not used for security reasons) from Society for Development 
and Relief, a Mennonite Central Committee partner in Iraq, assesses damage to the 
water treatment plant in Qayyara. MCC is funding an emergency water project for 
10,000 families in the Iraqi town of Qayyara and the surrounding area after residents 
were liberated from ISIS in August 2016. In the process of forcing ISIS from the city, 
Iraqi and foreign militaries bombed parts of the city’s main water treatment plant 
that was used as storage for ISIS weapons. In addition, as ISIS was retreating, its 
fighters cut power lines in the area and lit oil wells on fire. Thousands of people were 
left without electricity or access to clean drinking water.—MCC
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—compiled by Gordon Houser

interviewed Burkholder. “The results 
of that interview and the letters of 
support led the credentialing team to 
affirm the congregation’s discernment 
and Michelle’s own discernment of her 
call to ministry,” said Mishler.

Burkholder herself says she is full 
of “gratitude, joy and hope” for Hyatts-
ville and for the conference.—Hannah 
Heinzekehr

MWC in Augsburg: 
Scripture in Anabaptist 
Perspectives
On Feb. 12, regional Anabaptists and 
leaders from around the world gathered 
in Augsburg, Germany, for “Trans-
formed by the Word: Reading Scripture 
in Anabaptist Perspectives,” the first in 
a 10-year series of events organized by 
Mennonite World Conference (MWC) 
to commemorate the 500th anniversary 
of the Reformation and the beginnings 
of the Anabaptist-Mennonite faith 
tradition. This “Renewal 2027” decade 
engages in a form of remembering that 
both appreciates and critically reflects 

on the developments of the early Ana-
baptist movement and commemorates 
those beginnings from a global and 
ecumenical perspective.

“The great upheavals in the church 
during the 16th century gave rise not 
only to the Lutheran and Reformed 
traditions but also to a much smaller 
Anabaptist movement,” explained 
Alfred Neufeld, chair of the MWC Faith 
and Life Commission and chair of the 
Renewal 2027 Planning Committee.

Talks were organized under the 
themes of remembering the past, with 
a view to the present and looking to the 
future.

During his welcome address, César 
García, general secretary of MWC, 
called for a remembering that critically 
reflects on habits of the past to create 
the possibility of renewal. He asked the 
audience to seek a heart that remem-
bers what has been broken in the past 
in order to move the path forward 
toward reconciliation and renewal. He 
also reminded attendees that Scripture 
is to be understood as the script for our 

daily life of Christian discipleship.
Opportunities for reexamining 

Scripture according to the context of 
current daily lives and the present 
global community were provided during 
the session, “Reading and interpreting 
Scripture together,” organized by John 
D. Roth, secretary of MWC’s Faith and 
Life Commission.

Nelson Kraybill, president of MWC, 
introduced young Anabaptists from the 
Philippines, Zimbabwe, Paraguay, the 
Netherlands and the United States in 
the panel “Youth Voices from the Glob-
al Church.” These members of the YAB 
Committee talked about the meaning of 
following the Great Commission (Mat-
thew 28) in their respective countries.

The second Renewal 2027 event, 
focused on the Holy Spirit, is to take 
place in Kisumu, Kenya, in spring 2018. 
Further commemorative events on the 
renewal of the Anabaptist-Mennonite 
tradition are scheduled in conjunction 
with regularly scheduled MWC meet-
ings or the MWC general assemblies 
of 2021 and 2027.—Berit Jany, Boulder 
(Colo.) Mennonite Church

2007 Bluffton baseball 
team inducted into 
Athletics Hall of Fame
“You did not choose this road, but you 
traveled it as well as could ever have 
been imagined under the circumstanc-
es,” said Bluffton (Ohio) University 
President James Harder Feb. 18 at the 
2017 Athletics Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony for the 2007 Bluffton Univer-
sity baseball team.

Nearly 300 people attended the 
ceremony in Bluffton’s Founders Hall. 
The team was unanimously select-
ed for induction in their first year of 
eligibility due to their remarkable 
courage and strength in responding to 
the March 2, 2007, accident in Atlanta, 
Ga., when the team’s charter bus fell 
from an overpass on their way to spring 
training. Five student-athletes were 
killed: Zachary Arend, David Betts, 
Scott Harmon, Cody Holp and Tyler 
Williams, along with the bus driver and 
his wife.—Bluffton University

Barbershop Talks open space for discussion
Goshen (Ind.) College students meet for conversation and haircuts during the col-
lege’s first Barbershop Talk Series on Feb. 8. The goal of this talk series is to open up 
a safe space for minority males of the student body to voice opinions, experiences 
and concerns. Local men from the community were present, as well as several local 
barbers who offered haircuts and shape-ups for students. The Barbershop Talks were 
envisioned by Dr. Mitch Mitchell, associate director of community life.—Joshua 
Stoltzfus, Goshen College
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GRACE & TRUTH
A word from pastors

‘I have loved you’

Let me tell you a love story.
She watched from a distance, year after 

year. And with every passing year, her love 
intensified, growing so strong, so powerful, so 
potent, that she couldn’t bear the separation 
anymore. She conceived a plan—an unimaginable 
mission, unthinkable vulnerabilities, sacrifices 
beyond belief. 

The time had come. She left everything—all 
that she had, all that was hers—and crossed bor-
der after border, wall after wall, the great divide, 
each step strengthened by her heart’s passion. 
Upon her arrival, she spent every moment wooing 
her beloved—eating and drinking, feasting. She 
hinted at her love while on walks from town to 
town, while strolling through 
wheat fields, resting on 
hills overlooking the sea. 
Once, they took a boat ride, 
and the waters raged, the 
waves crashed, the winds 
stormed, yet they were at 
peace, comforted in their 
togetherness. That’s what 
she wanted. That’s why she came. That’s how she 
soothed the ache in her soul—with the closeness, 
the nearness.

Late one night, lingering around the table, 
talking and laughing—the bread eaten, the glasses 
empty—her lungs felt like bursting if she held 
in her chest any longer the words that she had 
wanted to say from the beginning, a truth already 
confessed here and there in the subtlest of ges-
tures: a tender glance, a gentle embrace, a healing 
touch, tears at a tomb. She had hinted for long 
enough, and now the words caught in her throat—
words echoing in her mind, always almost voiced. 
On occasion she did speak them, though only to 
the sky, the wind scattering her syllables, her 
truth floating away in the breeze. The birds heard 
and knew, bearing witness in their songs. “Listen 
to the birds of the air,” she said once, perhaps 
twice, while they lounged on the mountainside. 
But the truth remained hidden, unintelligible, 
until now, at supper, as she realized the hour had 
come. “I am with you only a little longer”—and 
with these words her soul’s floodgates broke 
open. “I have loved you,” she confessed. Yet once 
wasn’t enough, so she declared it again and again: 
“I have loved you, I have loved you, I have loved 
you.”

This story is the gospel—that Jesus crossed 

from heaven to earth to dwell with us, to live with 
us, to love us as one of us, with a body like ours: 
In Christ, love became flesh. The incarnation is 
a love story. “For God so loved the world” (John 
3:16)—a love that Jesus confessed to his disci-
ples before his death when he took their feet into 
his hands, a profession he made with his body, 
his touch writing his words on their hearts: “I 
have loved you” (13:34, 15:9, 15:12). He makes 
his declaration three times—repetition not as 
redundancy but as extravagance, as abundance, as 
profusion, as lavish grace.

“He loved them to the end,” the Scriptures tell 
us (13:1), and beyond the end. That’s the news of 
Easter, the meaning of resurrection. Jesus’ love 

exceeds the grave, returning 
him to communion with his 
friends, a re-union. When 
the resurrected Christ 
reunites with his disciples, 
he invites a beloved to 
return to his side, to stretch 
across the distance between 
them, to extend his hand: 

“Put your finger here and see my hands,” Jesus 
said. “Reach out your hand and put it in my side” 
(20:27). Before his death, Jesus reached his hands 
to their feet; now, he bids a disciple’s touch.

There’s a longing at the heart of life, an 
ache. Resurrection bears witness to the yearning 
of Christ—that nothing shall separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus, not even death. For 
his prayer has always been love, his supplication 
then and now: “Father, I desire that those also, 
whom you have given me, may be with me where 
I am” (17:24).

Sown into a hidden pocket, Blaise Pascal kept 
a yellowed scrap of paper in his coat, notes on 
God’s mysteries, which included the following 
statement about the resurrected and ascended 
Jesus: “Christ will be in agony until the end of 
the world”—with the agony of love, I would add, 
almost unbearable as his soul strains toward us, 
his life awaiting union with ours. “You in me, and I 
in you” (14:20).

This spring, in the quiet of Easter’s dawn, 
listen to the birds. Consider their songs. Because 
they remember what they’ve heard, and their lyr-
ic echoes a question: “Do you love me?” (21:15, 
16, 17)—asked three times after a morning meal 
there on the seashore.

And we answer with our lives. TM

Isaac Villegas 
is pastor of
Chapel Hill (N.C.)
Mennonite Church.

In Christ, love became 
flesh. The incarnation is a 

love story.
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GLOBAL ANABAPTISM
Stories from the global Mennonite church

John D. Roth 
is professor of      
history at Goshen 
(Ind.) College, direc-
tor of the Institute 
for the Study of 
Global Anabaptism 
and editor of 
Mennonite
Quarterly Review.

Mutual aid, mutual accountability

On April 16, 2016, a 7.8-magnitude earth-
quake struck the Manabi Province of north-
ern Ecuador, killing nearly 600 people and 

injuring an additional 7,000. Within days of the 
disaster, two Mennonite conferences in the neigh-
boring country of Colombia joined Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) and representatives of 
Rosedale Mennonite Missions in offering support 
to several congregations of the Iglesia Evangélica 
Menonita Ecuatoriana that were severely affected 
by the earthquake. During the year that followed, 
additional expressions of support poured in from 
other Mennonite groups, not just for members of 
the IEME but for all those affected. 

In January, representatives of the Mennonite 
World Conference (MWC) Deacon’s Commission 
visited the IEME congregations in Manabi to 
assure them they had not been forgotten. 

Expressions of mutual aid like this are not 
new within our tradition. When the Swiss Breth-
ren were facing persecution and deportation in 
the 18th century, Dutch Mennonites reached out 
to offer financial assistance, political advocacy 
and generous hospitality to hundreds of displaced 
refugees. By the late 19th century, Mennonites 
in South Russia had created a host of mutual aid 
organizations to support the financial needs of or-
phans, widows and those who had suffered loss by 
fire. MCC emerged in the 1920s to coordinate the 
international relief efforts of various Mennonite 
groups in the United States. And the Amish have 
developed remarkable networks of generosity to 
share the costs of medical bills or offer tangible 
expressions of support when disasters strike. 

So when members of the MWC Deacon’s 
Commission arrived in Ecuador, they were par-
ticipating in a well-established Christian practice 
that recognizes our deep connection with other 
brothers and sisters in the church, even those 
beyond our congregations or national conferences. 
Mutual aid is part of the DNA of the Anabap-
tist-Mennonite tradition. It is right to celebrate 
these expressions of love and support.

But there is another side to the story that 
quickly becomes more complicated. Mutual aid, 
after all, is relatively easy. When we share re-
sources with each other—even when that gener-
osity is sacrificial—all parties in the transaction 
generally feel good. 

Mutual accountability, on the other hand, an-
other principle rooted in the DNA of our tradition, 
is more difficult. At a recent meeting in February, 

members of the MWC Faith and Life Commission 
reflected at length on the part of their man-
date that called the commission to “encourage 
MWC-member churches to develop relationships 
of mutual accountability—internationally and 
cross-culturally—in the convictions we hold and 
the lives we live.” Elsewhere, the commission is 
mandated to “enable MWC-member churches to 
receive and give counsel on Anabaptist-Menno-
nite identity and action [and] matters of Christian 
faith and practice in general.” 

For anyone with even a basic understanding 
of Anabaptist-Mennonite theology, those words 
sound right—they echo commitments we make in 
our baptismal vows and express an ideal that most 
of us would likely affirm. 

At least in the abstract. But unlike the mu-
tual assistance we exchange in times of hardship, 
the commitment to mutual accountability sug-
gests that the insights and experiences of other 
groups might have a bearing on our actual beliefs 
and practices; other groups might have a voice in 
how we read Scripture or think about the church 
or our public witness.

Yet instead of regarding this as a potential 
gift—as an expression of mutual aid— almost 
always our reaction to mutual accountability is de-
fensive; we assume the other party will be intent 
on criticizing or changing us. Moreover, the level 
of vulnerability and trust implied by accountability 
is hard enough to establish within local congrega-
tions; how could this possibly work among groups 
separated by distance and culture? 

Another approach, however, might start, as all 
meaningful relationships do, by simply being cu-
rious about each other. Help me understand how 
you came to adopt this practice. What led you to 
this reading of Scripture? What struggles are you 
facing? What if we thought about mutual account-
ability not as an exercise in defending ourselves 
or as an opportunity to set the other party straight 
but as a space to share our deepest pains and our 
unresolved questions? The apostle Paul hinted 
at such a posture when he called on the congre-
gation at Philippi to imitate Christ in a journey of 
vulnerability (Philippians 2:5-8). 

The gifts we have to share with each other 
go beyond material assistance offered in times of 
crisis. At its best, mutual accountability invites us 
to listen attentively, share vulnerably, love deeply 
and be transformed through our participation in 
the broken and resurrected body of Christ. TM

What if we 
thought 
about 
mutual ac-
countability 
as a space 
to share 
our deepest 
pains and 
our 
unresolved 
questions?
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MISCELLANY
Items of interest from the broader church and world

Anti-Muslim hate groups in U.S. triple
The number of organized anti-Muslim hate groups in the United States 
nearly tripled last year, from 34 to more than 100, according to a new 

report from 
the Southern 
Poverty Law 
Center, a 
nonprofit that 
tracks extrem-
ist groups. 

The center 
credited the 
“incendiary 
rhetoric” 
of Donald 
Trump’s 
presidential 
campaign with 
fueling the rise 
in anti-Muslim 
hate, along 
with anger 

over terror attacks like the Pulse nightclub 
shooting in Orlando last June. 

Several senior White House officials, includ-
ing Steve Bannon, Steven Miller and Kellyanne 

Conway, are “serious anti-Muslim ideologues,” Mark Potok, the lead 
author of the annual hate group report, said Feb. 15.—The Guardian

If someone came into your house 
and built a wall in your liv-

ing room, tell me, how would you 
feel about that? This is our home.
—Verlon M. Jose, vice chairman of the Tohono O’odham 
Nation, whose reservation extends along 62 miles of the 
border with Mexico

Americans warm up to every 
religious group but Evangelicals
Evangelicals are the only religious group in the 
United States that has not developed a better rep-
utation over the past few years. And Americans 
have become less likely to know an evangelical—
more so than any other faith tradition.

While feelings toward evangelicals have re-
mained stable (even among Democrats), Ameri-
cans gave warmer responses to every other faith 
group this year than they did in 2014, according to 
Pew Research Center findings released Feb. 15. 
—Christianity Today

• Percentage of Americans who spend more than 
half their salary on housing: 28
• Percentage of U.S. apartments that are unafford-
able for those making less than $75,000 a year: 83
• Percentage change since 2006 in the number 
of U.S. cities that have banned living in vehicles: 
+143—Harper’s

963
people were shot and 

killed by police in 2016.

1 in 8
were fleeing on foot.

At least 48
were unarmed.

33%
of those were black men.

13 
officers were charged with 
murder or manslaughter.

—Mother Jones

27% 
of the average American’s water consumption is 

from toilet flushing.—Pacific Standard

More than 800 
congregations 
have declared 

themselves 
sanctuaries for 
undocumented 

immigrants, about 
double the number 
since Election Day.
—Religion News 

Service

In five years, more 
than a third of 
U.S. households 

may be unable to 
afford water.
—Harper’s
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“Camp Mennoscah is a place we call home, but it’s clearly possible to feel a sense of home 
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smelled, tasted and felt all over the earth. At Camp Mennoscah, all these factors are woven 
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The Mennonite Church 
USA Archives made their 

move from Goshen College to the MC 
USA offices in Elkhart, 
Ind., last month. On March 
16, three moving trucks 
filled with archival mate-
rials arrived at the offices. 
Archivist Jason Kauffman 
and volunteers were on 
site to help unload all the 
materials onto new sliding 
shelf units.
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10 types of people who 
care about creation
People care for creation in different ways

by Jennifer Halteman Schrock

We at Mennonite Creation Care Network have always 
encouraged a big-tent approach to creation care and 
avoided one-size-fits-all prescriptions about what 
churches should do. We call our member churches Green 
Patchwork Congregations, emphasizing the many shades 
of green that make up the body of 
Christ. We have emphasized 
that every geographical and 
social context is different, 
but the same   
could be said about 
the mix of gifts 
people bring to 
their work 
with creation 
care.
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The typology below names the gifts of a large 
circle of people who care about creation. I hope it 
helps congregations recognize the gifts they can 
build on and provides language for discussing our 
differences. I also hope it inspires congregations 
to do their own work on gift discernment. This is 
my view from a web of relationships that is pre-
dominantly white and economically comfortable. 
The categories might look different to people of 
other backgrounds. I offer my view, knowing that 
incomplete answers are a swift and efficient way 
to collect feedback. We are at a critical juncture in 
history when we cannot afford to leave any of our 
resources untapped if we are to maintain a livable 
planet.  

Acknowledging our differences
I found it helpful to recognize two camps: the 

traditional and the eco-hip. The two groups 
draw on different sources, use different language, 
and different projects occur to them, so they can’t 
always see each other’s contributions. 

Many may find themselves a mix of these two 
streams. And for some land-based, indigenous 
people groups, creation care may have always 
been a way of life (see page 16).

The green virtues of the traditional are primar-
ily rooted in faith themes they have inherited—
such as “stewardship of the earth”—and practices 
they learned from their families. The eco-hip draw 
on contemporary science and the environmental 
movement and synthesize this with their faith to 
varying degrees. They are often younger and have 
had more instruction in environmental science in 
school. 

Traditionals may be suspicious of the secu-
lar environmental movement. The eco-hip may 
be suspicious of the Christian tradition’s track 
record with the environment and of the Bible, 
even though they are doing what the Bible tells 
us to do. The traditionals bring perseverance 
and historical perspective; the eco-hip bring new 
information and ideas. Eco-hip people have hybrid 
cars and environmental rhetoric; traditionals have 
canning equipment and Bible verses. 

I also see our efforts taking place in three 
spheres: (1) the household, (2) the region and (3) 
the big picture. While these areas support each 
other, it can be frustrating if your congregation 
doesn’t recognize the sphere you work best in.

1. Householders: 
Home or church life is where this group ex-

presses its concern for the earth. They find hope 
in being faithful in the spheres of influence they 
have at hand. Using Paul’s body language from 1 
Corinthians, we might call them hands and feet. 

What they decide to do depends on whether they 
are simple living servants or the more specialized 
gardeners, foodies or building geeks. 

Simple Living Servants are generalist house-
holders who want to focus on what really matters 
in their day-to-day lives. The traditionals in this 
group may have learned their thrifty ways from 
depression-era parents or the original Living More 
with Less; the eco-hip have Blessed Earth tip 
sheets on their bookmarks bars. The traditionals 
recycle their sweaters into mittens; the eco-hip 
build straw bale houses. Traditionals shop at thrift 
stores to save money; the eco-hip shop at Fair 
Trade stores to pay just wages. Traditionals hate 
wasting things; the eco-hip hate chemicals. Both 
use vinegar to make their own cleaning supplies. 
The simple living servants add integrity to any 
congregation. However humbly, they act on what 
they believe.

For Foodies, eating is a moral issue. They 
recognize that how we grow our food has an 
enormous impact on both farm workers and other 
species. They don’t all agree on what the moral 
issues are, so you will need to ask your foodies 
whether they are passionate about buying from 
local farms, avoiding products with palm oil, 

reducing cruelty to animals or all of the above. 
Traditional foodies have worn out and recycled 
three More-with-Less cookbooks by now; eco-hip 
foodies use Simply in Season and an array of veg-
etarian sources. Careful labeling at potlucks is a 
starting place for making foodies feel at home and 
enabling them to share their commitments. The 
foodies’ discipline is an inspiration to all.

The Gardeners are a common type in some 
Mennonite churches. They overlap with the 
foodies. Many garden for the joy of it and find the 
work spiritual. Some make it a ministry, providing 
fresh produce to the local food pantry or schools 
in urban settings or gardening space and know-
how to their communities. Like the foodies, they 
understand that how we grow our food matters. 
Traditional gardeners may have grown up on 
farms; eco-hip gardeners may have learned from 
organic gardening magazines.

The simple living servants add integrity to any 
congregation. However humbly, they act on what 
they believe.

 creativecom
m

ons.org / Eddi van W



14   TheMennonite  |  April 2017  |  www.themennonite.org  

The Building Geeks love energy efficiency. 
The traditionals have caulk guns and a long track 
record of changing furnace filters on time. They 
try to save money for missions. The eco-hip have 

Kill-o-Watt meters and pamphlets on ground 
source heat pumps. They try to reduce carbon 
footprints. Either way, they save the church more 
money and carbon than anyone else does. Ask 
them for a tour of the church basement: You’ll 
make a new friend and get tips for your own 
home.

2. The regionally rooted
The most significant sphere for this group 

is the local community or watershed, but they 
experience it in different ways. The body part that 
describes them best is the heart. 

The Naturalists have an abiding love of 
nature. They camp, hike, watch birds, walk on 
beaches—and sometimes skip church to do it. 
While gardeners enjoy cooperating with nature 
in order to bring forth something practical—like 
lunch—the naturalists love dragonflies or moun-
tains or palm trees for their own sakes. Beauty, 
solitude and wildness draw them outdoors. This is 
where they most likely experience God’s pres-
ence. Traditional and eco-hip naturalists are not 
too different, except the field guides of the eco-hip 
are apps instead of tattered books, and they have 
more expensive camping equipment. Naturalists 
help others see God’s glory in the created world.

The Wounded Witnesses have direct, painful 
experience with environmental problems in their 
current or past communities. Maybe they live in 
a food desert or their children have asthma due to 
a polluting industry nearby. Maybe they watched 
their childhood farm bulldozed into a shopping 
mall parking lot or spent time overseas, where 
they encountered the effects of mining on the 
local population. The eco-hip talk about eco-jus-
tice and systemic evil; traditionals more likely 
accept what happens as just the way things are. 
The firsthand testimony of wounded witnesses is 
a powerful gift—and a compelling motivator—to 
their congregations and the broader church. 

The Watershed Disciples are rooted in—and 
rooting for—the places where they live. They 
participate in local organizations that serve the 
common good and know the channels for getting 
things done. They are bridge builders and joiners. 
Traditionals have lived in one area for many years 
and bring historical perspective to their church-
es. The eco-hip have read authors such as Ched 
Myers and Todd Wynward. This strengthens their 
ability to connect the dots between their envi-
ronmental passions and the gospel. Watershed 
disciples spearhead bike-friendly initiatives and 
take field trips to the local landfill. They extend 
God’s love beyond the walls of their church to the 
surrounding community and ecosystems.

3. The big picture people
This group brings breadth and vision to their 

congregations. Their minds romp beyond the 
household and the region. Big picture people are 
often connected to other big picture people, which 
enables them to pass along outside perspectives. 
Paul might call them the eyes of the body. 

The Theologians may or may not have a 
degree, but they use God language to make sense 
of the world. They have the gift of connecting 
contemporary culture and environmental issues 
with the Christian tradition, whether through 

The firsthand testimony of wounded witnesses is 
a powerful gift—and a compelling motivator—
to their congregations and the broader church. 

AMBS • 800.964.2627 • facebook.com/followAMBS

BECAUSE THE

CLIMATE IS CHANGING

Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical Seminary 
invites you to join us for the following events:
Rooted and Grounded: A Conference on Land and 
Christian Discipleship, April 20–22, featuring Sarah 
Augusti ne, Dr. Stanley Saunders and Todd Wynward. 
AMBS will also dedicate its new solar panels on April 20. 
ambs.edu/rootedandgrounded

WEBINAR: Creation in Travail and Creation Renewed: 
Greg Boyd in Conversation with Malinda Berry, April 20, 
2–3:30 p.m. EDT. Join the online discussion individually or in a 
group. Your fi rst webinar is free. ambs.edu/webinars
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advanced readings or by asking basic questions, 
such as, What does this have to do with Jesus 
Christ? Theologians lead Bible studies, write 
church vision statements and plan creation wor-
ship services. Theologians remind their churches 
why we should care about creation and help the 
other types recognize their gifts. 

The Activists believe in the power of po-
litical leaders to bring positive change and are 
sometimes frustrated by the near-sightedness of 
their more locally focused friends. Activists read 
widely on environmental issues and receive many 
action-alert emails. They have programmed their 
senators’ numbers into their phones. Tradition-
al activists may pursue causes such as healthy 
food and clean water for all. Eco-hip activists 
might embrace solar legislation, animal rights or 
ecosystem protection. They have been to at least 
one climate march and maybe Standing Rock, too. 
Activists embody and explain issues that many 
find abstract. Because they care about injustice in 
the broader world, their churches might, too. 

The Professionals: Whether they work with 
a tractor or a computer, these people generously 
apply the unique expertise they’ve developed on 
the job to creation care. Their gift to the church 
could be either a visionary idea or a healthy dose 
of realism. Traditionals may resist the green label 
despite the fact that they are quietly improving 
practices on their farms or in their industries, 
where even a small change may do a lot of good 
because of the scale of the operation. Eco-hip 
professionals have environmental jobs. They 
might be climate scientists or land managers or 
environmental educators. Their donated labor is 
indispensable for some projects. 

Nurturing our creation care base
Recently I asked members of a congregation 

active in creation care what advice they had for 
other congregations. “Do something,” they said. 

Not every congregation needs to be at the 
forefront of creation care. But we can all do some-
thing. As the list above suggests, there are plenty 
of starting places. Maybe one is to bless the gifts 
of the people who come to mind when you read 
the list of types above and think about what other 
gifts exist in your congregation or community.

Jennifer Halteman Schrock is the leader of Men-
nonite Creation Care Network. 
To join the network or explore 
its website, see www.menno-
creationcare.org/. Want more 
guidance on what type you are? 
Take our quiz under >Start 
Here > Assess

Not every congregation needs to be at 
the forefront of creation care. But we 
can all do something.

Glossary

Carbon footprint: This is the amount of carbon dioxide a 
particular person or group emits due to the consumption of fossil 
fuels. Carbon footprint calculators are available at sites such as 
http://coolclimate.berkeley.edu/carboncalculator. 

Eco-justice: Marginalized communities in particular bear 
the brunt of environmental destruction. When eco-justice is 
practiced, environmental burdens and benefits are distributed 
fairly and both humans and the broader creation are thriving. 
That hard-working hyphen is trying to repair the rift between 
people who care about wild places and people who care about 
struggling urban neighborhoods.

Food desert: An impoverished area that does not have 
easy access to healthy food. Have you ever found a turnip at a 
convenience store?

Food desert locator: https://www.ers.usda.gov/data/
fooddesert/

Kill-O-Watt meter: A gadget that measures electricity 
usage, enabling people to find the best ways to reduce consump-
tion. http://www.p3international.com/products/p4400.html

Rooted and Grounded Conference: See ad on page 14.
Sustainability: The art of meeting the ecological, social 

and economic needs of the present without compromising the 
needs of the future.

Watershed: All the land that drains into a given river or 
other body of water. Understanding how the natural features 
that surround our communities function is essential for practicing 
eco-justice.

Ched Myers and Todd Wynward: Leaders in the water-
shed discipleship movement, which emphasizes loving, knowing 
and committing to the health of our home places rather than 
giving in to abstract anxieties. See Myers’ Watershed Discipleship 
and Wynward’s Rewilding the Way.—Jennifer Halteman Schrock



The movement at Standing Rock is prayer filled, 
welcoming and organized by normal people

by Erica Littlewolf

Erica Littlewolf works with the Indigenous Visioning Circle for Mennonite Central 
Committee Central States. Here she reflects on indigenous people, spirituality and cre-
ation care, as well as the way these themes intersected in protests against the Dakota 
Access Pipeline (DAPL) at Oceti Sakowin Camp in Standing Rock, N.D. 

Creation care is not a new idea for many indigenous people. In fact, the 
conversation has to be different from the way everyone else is approach-
ing it. Spirituality, care for the land and well-being are all interconnected 

in indigenous spirituality. This was clear in the movement at Standing Rock, 
where you could see indigenous people tied to their traditional land. You can’t 
remove spirituality from this movement or care for the land, because spirituality 
is tied to the land. In a way, Standing Rock is the epitome of what it means to be 
indigenous. 

Sometimes I have problems going to church on a Sunday morning. It’s 
often because I feel like I have to enter the church a certain way, and like I have to 
be perfect and can’t just show up as I am. But when I showed up at Standing Rock, 
it was exactly how I would want church to be. 

I came as I was, and the values we all learned as indigenous people—to be 
generous and welcoming—were on full display. I was immediately welcomed and 
given food. If I needed warm clothing, there were tents with clothing hanging 
up on racks that I could simply take and wear. There was coffee available, and it 
wasn’t chintzy, watered-down coffee. It was good coffee, with cream and sugar. 
There were no questions about whether you were there legitimately or what your 
intentions were. Just to be there as a human being was enough. 

And this movement, which was about caring for the land and for people, was 
also prayer filled. The direction of being rooted in prayer came from young people 
leading this movement, and that was echoed by elders. You can’t separate our 
spirituality from the land and who we are as people. It’s one and the same. 

You can’t separate our 
spirituality from the land 
and who we are as people. 
They are one and the same. 

Indigenous 
 spirituality includes
   creation care
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The people who went to spend time at 
Standing Rock had this feeling. That’s what 
brought so many people from around the globe. 
Different languages were being spoken onsite. 
And now, even though the physical camp isn’t 
there [On Feb. 22, North Dakota State Police 
evicted protesters from the No DAPL protest 
camp.], you can’t take away the spirit and ener-
gy of what happened. That is what is fueling the 
movement to continue forward and resist more 
drilling and the destruction of the land. 

Last December, the Army Corps of Engineers re-
sponded to protesters and announced it would deny 
the easement needed to complete the final stretch 
of the Dakota Access pipeline. However, on Feb. 4, 
President Donald Trump signed an executive order 
overturning this denial. 

We foresaw that the denial of the easement 
would change, but it still hurt. Prior to these 
recent actions in the United States, we had the 
privilege of being able to take time and talk 
about issues, but now we are being called to act. 
Do people of privilege realize that things have 
changed, and they have been asked to act?  I’m 
comfortable talking about issues, but now I need 
to march on issues. Does the broader world see 
the real threat to our creation posed by these 
pipelines? Farmers who have experienced frack-
ing or pipelines around their land are finding that 
their topsoil has been changed and will never be 
the same again. 

The Doctrine of Discovery was the idea that 
land is empty because there are no Christians 
living on it. This meant Europeans could take the 
land and subjugate the people on it. Indigenous 
people could occupy the land, but according to the 
Doctrine of Discovery, they don’t own it and can’t 
do anything with it. 

There are so many connections between the 
Doctrine of Discovery and what is happening at 
Standing Rock and around the world. From a legal 
standpoint, the Standing Rock Sioux tribe has not 
been adequately consulted. There are laws being 
broken, and we see corporations operating with 
immunity on indigenous lands. And once again, 
land is being taken in the name of resources. 
These corporations have become the conquerors 
instead of Christopher Columbus. 

During the presidential campaigns, there 
was talk of extracting natural resources for Native 
American reservations, which would change the 
status of reservations into private land ownership. 
Potentially this is another era of termination. 
For Native people, this is a scary time, when the 
extraction industry could be the death of land-
based people. What does it mean? Who am I if I 

don’t have this land-based identity? Even though 
it’s a fraction of the land we once had, it is a little 
bit. That’s why for Native people the No DAPL 
movement is bigger than just one issue. Because 
once this goes, what else goes? 

We don’t have the privilege of sitting and 
learning and reflecting and lamenting. This is 
actually a time where we as a church need to 
act. Think about what you could do locally. Get 
involved. Organize some farmers and participate 
in education around the pipeline. 

What was so phenomenal about Standing Rock 
was that it was just normal people organizing and 
making change quickly. 

Erica Littlewolf lives outside Newton, Kan.

We don’t have the privilege of sitting and 
learning and reflecting and lamenting. This is 
actually a time where we as a church need to 
act.
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Our journey 
    into
    creation care

Taftsville Chapel 
Mennonite 
Fellowship 
commits to 
practice its caring

At Taftsville (Vt.) Chapel 
Mennonite Fellowship, 
intentional creation 
care as a congregation 
emerged for us just this 
past year during a time 
of transition follow-
ing the retirement of 
a longtime pastor. We 
have been reflecting on 
our Anabaptist roots as 
Mennonites, remember-
ing our church history, 
examining our current 
identity, naming core 
values and crafting 
new purpose and vision 
statements. When envi-
sioning ways to live into 
our purpose and vision, 
ideas coalescing around 
creation care energized 
us.
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Vermont is a place of natural beauty, and 
environmental stewardship is part of the broader 
culture and community. Many members of Tafts-
ville Chapel were already engaged in creation care 
practices. Coming together as a congregation in 
this way felt good and right. In August 2016, we 
officially launched our efforts. Here is the story of 
where our journey into creation care has taken us 
thus far and where we are going:

Creation care liaison: Given the interest in 
our congregation in creation care, I volunteered 
to become the official liaison with the Menno-
nite Creation Care Network (MCCN), which is 
concerned with caring for and restoring God’s 
creation. The congregation affirmed my role, and I 
delivered a creation-care message and introduced 
possible initiatives. We designated bulletin board 
space to creation care for ongoing updates and 
communications. 

Greener Congregation Stewardship Score: 
We completed a Greener Congregation Steward-
ship Score sheet last September (available from 
MCCN). Various church committees evaluated 
nine aspects of our church life together, com-
menting on current commitment to creation care, 
rating stewardship and setting goals for growth in 
each area. We plan to revisit this each September, 
a month when many Christian churches around 
the world celebrate the season of creation.

Creation care calendar: From this steward-
ship score report we developed a comprehen-
sive plan for reducing the ecological and carbon 
footprint of all areas of our congregational life. We 
developed a creation-care calendar to guide us 
over the next 12 months. Each month we focus on 
implementing a specific goal proposed during the 
stewardship score evaluation.

• September: We kicked off composting at the 
church, collecting weekly coffee grounds and food 

scraps rather than throwing them away. 
• October: We switched to green cleaning 

products at the church (members take turns with 
weekly cleaning duties). Green cleaning recipes 
and supplies were made available along with out-
reach and education around the change in prac-
tice. By now, everyone on the cleaning rotation 
has green cleaned the church at least once, using 
primarily baking soda and vinegar. 

• November: We looked into switching over to 
more efficient LED lightbulbs.

• December: We consolidated trash and in-
creased recycling efforts. 

• January: Members were invited to start the 

We developed a comprehensive plan for reducing 
the ecological and carbon footprint of all areas 
of our congregational life. 

Mary Fullerton with the church’s recycling bin. Photo by Virginia Glass Schlabach

by Heather Wolfe

Taftsville Chapel Mennonite Fellowship 
has between 55 and 65 covenanted members. 
Attendance averages 42. In our rural New England 
setting, we are a 50/50 blend of those who grew 
up Mennonite and first-generation Mennonites. 

Most of our initiatives don’t cost much (and 
some even save cost, like homemade cleaning sup-
plies). The solar project is the only major expense. 
We are able to fund this because of a $10,000 
grant from MCCN, and we have been without 
a permanent pastor for more than four years. 
We’ve continued to tithe like we were supporting 
a full-time pastor. We decided to use money that 
has built up in this reserve fund toward the solar 
project.—Heather Wolfe
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new year by completing an online carbon footprint 
calculator to increase awareness of their individu-
al household’s impact. 

• February: We celebrated with a “love your 
planet” potluck. Foods prepared and enjoyed were 
directly from or in the spirit of beloved Menno-

nite cookbooks, such as More-with-Less, which 
promoted “sustainable agriculture” before the 
term was coined, and the newer Simply in Season 
with its focus on in-season, local, plant-based 
recipes. We also debuted reusable dishes we got 
from a local thrift store instead of single-use paper 
products destined for the landfill.

• March: We began an adult second hour 
(Sunday school) based on MCCN’s Every Crea-
ture Singing curriculum that grew out of the 2013 
Mennonite Church USA resolution that called 
members of Mennonite churches “to commit 
to growing in their dedication to care for God’s 
creation as an essential part of the good news of 
Jesus Christ.” The 13-unit curriculum is intended 
to help congregations act on the resolution. In 
addition to the prepared materials, we plan to take 
a field trip to a local co-op food store and watch a 
climate-change documentary together.

• April: We are planning an Earth Day wor-
ship service and a community creation-care open 
house.

• May/June: We want to have gardening work-
shops given by green thumbs in our congregation, 
followed by native plantings around the church 
building that will support beautification and polli-
nation. 

• July: We hope to identify creation-care cham-
pions on each of the various church committees. 
These leaders can foster a culture of creation care 
so that all decisions made across church life give 
it consideration.

• August: We will complete our creation-care 
calendar year with two Sunday outdoor worship 
services, one at a Vermont state park and another 
at Bethany Birches Camp (a local Christian chil-
dren’s camp ministry we support).

Solar project: At the same time we were 
connecting with MCCN last August, they were 
putting out a call for grant applications by con-
gregations interested in becoming net zero. We 
applied with a specific proposal for going solar, 
knowing that our building had good solar expo-
sure and a new roof. The decision to go solar was 
a big investment but one we wanted to do right 
away for multiple reasons.  

Utility tithe: We have plans for an 11.66 
kilowatt roof-mounted system that will maximize 
our rear roof space, generating just over twice our 
estimated energy needs. In Vermont, regulations 
allow for group net metering in which surplus 
solar can be credited to others. The opportunity 
to tithe clean energy excites us, as it will enable 
us to provide financial support that comes with a 
faith-based creation-care message. Our intention 
is to give away all the surplus solar energy to local 

Virginia Schlabach 
reads a creation- 
care book to Ella 
Good (in her lap) 
and Helen Wolfe. 
Photo by Heather Wolfe
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nonprofits in our area. So far, we have one desig-
nated beneficiary, Bethany Birches Camp. 

Carbon footprint decrease: Using renew-
able resources aligns with Mennonite beliefs of 
living simply, being good stewards of creation, and 
reconciliation work (reconciling harmful human 
practices and working to restore God’s creation). 
As we are known for living our faith, we now 
have the opportunity to model this in the area of 
creation care. Instead of consuming more limited 
resources, we can generate renewable resources.

Community witness and outreach: Our 
state and local communities value environmental 
stewardship; at the same time, Vermont is the 
least-churched state in the nation. There is a 
great opportunity for outreach around shared cre-
ation-care values, connecting that with our faith 
tradition. To our knowledge, there aren’t other 
churches in our area doing anything like this. 
The solar initiative has already provided us more 
visibility in the community, including a communi-
ty meeting that opened our doors to explain the 
project to neighbors, followed by a write-up in the 
local newspaper.

Living into our purpose and vision: 
Creation care fits squarely in our congregation’s 
stated purpose of “nurturing and building rela-
tionships with Jesus, each other, our communities 

and our world.” Our plans to install solar panels 
along with other creation-care initiatives fit into 
our vision of “joining the Holy Spirit’s creative 
work in our community and environment.”

At Taftsville Chapel, we see intentional cre-
ation care as much more than a social movement. 
Rather, it is rooted in faith and aligned with our 
values. Caring for and restoring God’s good cre-
ation is a way to love God and our neighbors.

We welcome anyone to talk with us more 
about our journey into creation care. And since we 
are still in a pastoral-search process, if you know 
anyone who might be interested in shepherding 
a creation-care-minded congregation in Vermont, 

please contact Franconia Men-
nonite Conference.

Heather Wolfe is a member of 
Taftsville (Vt.) Chapel Mennonite 
Fellowship. http://taftsvillechapel.
org/ 
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The uneasy 
urgency 
of 
climate 
change
100 million more people could be 
pushed into poverty by 2030

by Liliana Comacho

I don’t ride a bike everywhere or eat 
vegan to save the planet. Although 
I “think green” a lot, I don’t always 
act as green as I could. So I don’t 
want to scold anyone about their 
choices or insist you live off the grid 
and eat only from your garden.
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But why do we make or not make drastic 
changes in our carbon footprint? How often do 
we think, This is just not worth the inconve-
nience? For example, should I sell my car and use 
only public transit? Taking the bus would add 30 
minutes to my commute each way. I’m constantly 
making mental tradeoffs.

So it is with the clients Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates (MEDA) walks along-
side: Perceived value affects how they behave and 
respond to climate issues. We all are affected by 
climate change, but for impoverished farmers in 
Ethiopia, for example, the threat is more urgent. 
The solution for them isn’t as easy as saying, 
“You’re going to lose all your crops if the drought 
hits again this year, so just make these five chang-
es, OK?” Those changes, good as they are, may 
not seem very valuable to an Ethiopian farmer 
right now. Maybe she puts a higher immediate 
value on spending time caring for her kids or 
fetching water or doing other things her culture 
considers part of being a good wife.

At MEDA, we want to help our clients con-
sciously create the most value possible and not 
lose the economic progress they’ve built up to 
now.

Climate change looms as a huge factor 
in poverty alleviation. It hits poorest people the 
hardest. The World Bank estimates it will push 
100 million additional people into poverty by 
2030.

Poor people often live on the most vulnerable 
land because it tends to be the most affordable, 
such as along creeks that flood or on hillsides 
prone to landslides. Extreme weather can be the 
trigger that tips them into poverty.

And the choices those of us in affluent coun-
tries make can have a great impact on climate 
change. Marginalized communities feel the effects 
of this disproportionately.

The agriculture sector is especially vulnerable 
because food prices and food security are among 
the first to feel the impact of a warmer Earth. 
Many of our clients work in agriculture, as do 
many MEDA supporters. And we all eat food.

For smallholder farmers, climate aberrations 
can harm productive assets (such as land or natu-
ral resources) and can wash out roads and bridges 
they need to get to market.

The effects can extend for generations. When 
erratic weather disrupts livelihoods, people start 
selling productive assets to get by, leaving them 
with a smaller economic base to make a living and 
send kids to school.

The United Nations says climate change is also 
a potential driver of conflict, a “threat multiplier.” 

Among its consequences: food riots and unrest 
triggered by spiraling prices, clashes between 
farmers over land and water, and demands on 
water for irrigation or for cities.

On many fronts, climate change impedes the 
economic progress our clients achieve. They need 

to be able to prepare for and cope with the shocks 
to their families and livelihoods.

Not everyone feels the same urgency 
about climate change. Our clients may feel they 
have more immediate needs, such as taking care 
of their family. Or they already work long days and 
don’t feel a possible future problem is pressing 
enough to take action now.

Not everybody knows how to respond or has 
neighbors who can demonstrate how to make 

When erratic weather disrupts livelihoods, people 
start selling productive assets to get by, leaving 
them with a smaller economic base to make a 
living and send kids to school.
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successful changes or use a new technology. May-
be they think they don’t have the time to learn 
new skills or they fear a change in behavior or a 
purchase of new technology is too risky.

Many people, especially women, can’t afford 
the risk of trying something new, and getting 
access to credit to buy new technologies is not 
easy. Financial service providers, meanwhile, 
don’t understand the risk and return of financing 
new products, so green credit instruments are not 

yet widely available, and those that are have high 
interest rates.

Some people already see their crops languish-
ing or their homes flooding more than before. 
Some workers suffer from respiratory issues or 
water contamination because of poor air and water 
quality. They think a change could be helpful, but 

changing behaviors isn’t easy.
Just as we in affluent countries don’t adopt all 

possible actions to reduce our carbon footprint, 
neither do all our poor clients, even those who 
have lost some of their livelihoods or who have 
suffered hunger because of climate change.

Case in point: I visited Ethiopia, where farm-
lands are lush but recent droughts were the worst 
in years. Rice farmers there had been taught 
that row planting could reduce crop losses and 
increase yields. But out of a group of 25 farmers, 
not a single one was using this method.

Why was that? A rice farmer in Ethiopia makes 
many choices during the planting season. One 
is whether she’ll plant her seeds in a row, which 
takes time and labor but produces more resilient 
plants, or if she’ll scatter her seeds, which is 
much quicker though the chance of crop loss is 
high. Meanwhile, she may choose to spend time 
caring for her kids or cooking a meal and do all the 
other domestic work she’s expected to do. Her 
choice is going to depend on the value her actions 
give her sooner rather than later. What’s in it for 
her to spend time planting rice in a nice neat row? 
Probably compared with her expected family role, 
not much.

MEDA projects work closely with women 
farmers to adopt new practices that reduce their 
vulnerability to climate change.

Imagine this scenario: A community of women 
has started their own businesses to grow, dry and 
process herbs. They’ve been linked with buyers 
who collect dried and packed herbs at the wom-
en’s houses to bring to the market, and these 
buyers pay the women a fair price for their goods. 
The women have figured out how to participate in 
the market without having to leave their domestic 
duties. They contribute to family income and thus 
feel empowered. They have confidence to partic-
ipate in family decisions and are saving money to 
help pay for school fees. These are typical effects 
when women become economically empowered.

Now imagine that the next dry season is so 

We care about what happens to you.
Stay focused on driving.

Goodville Mutual
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Some workers suffer from respiratory issues or 
water contamination because of poor air and 
water quality. They think a change could be 
helpful, but changing behaviors isn’t easy.
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dry the women can’t water their backyard herbs. 
They rely on traditional irrigation methods that 
aren’t efficient in storing and using water. They 
didn’t prepare for a drier year because they didn’t 
have advance weather information. They now 
have no herbs to sell in the market. They feel 
frustrated at not being able to bring in income or 
contribute to their kids’ education, so they feel 
less confident at home.

Here lies an opportunity. Imagine if these 
women had been visited by a seed seller who 
alerted them that this year was going to be drier 
than most. The seed seller told them about a 
simple rainwater reservoir and a moisture sen-
sor that would enable optimal water usage and 
actually save water for drier days. The women 
were able to work with a local bank to finance 
these small technologies. A local youth group was 
trained to provide maintenance to the sensors and 
provide some irrigation advice. In this scenario, 
the dry season still hit hard, but the women were 
prepared. They were able to grow herbs and get 
some income on the market. They felt confident 
about their abilities as business people, their 
ability to adapt to the changing conditions around 
them and about their worth in contributing to the 
family’s future.

This scenario is what MEDA tries to create in 
partnership with its clients and local agencies.

Over the years, MEDA has perfected its “lead 
farmer” approach, whereby we identify leaders 
who are running successful farms, have good 
business sense and some degree of influence 
among neighbors. We can help lead farmers pilot 
new approaches or put a new technology into 
their hands so they can demonstrate that new 
approach or technology for the rest of the commu-
nity. Others can see how the solution works.

In Uganda, lead farmers tested a new irrigation 
technology that used a flexible rainwater storage 
bag that holds 2.5 cubic meters of water. A tech-
nology like this is simple to produce yet efficient 
in proactively building resilience around water 
scarcity. It also harvests existing natural resourc-
es to be applied in a more effective manner. Imag-
ine all the natural rainfall that was going unused.

In Myanmar, lead farmers receive training on 
climate resiliency for their crops and scale up 
adoption among thousands of smallholder farmers. 
In the future, we might even see these farmers 
as leaders in disaster risk reduction or in post-di-
saster rebuilding, since they are natural commu-
nicators of knowledge and are strong leaders and 
coordinators. They could act as early warning 
beacons and coordinate community-wide respons-
es to climate risks.

If MEDA can assist this process by facilitating 
connections and equipping local leaders to come 
up with solutions that suit their context and cul-
tural reality, we can be part of co-creating resilient 
solutions to poverty that will endure the ravages 
of climate change. 

Liliana Camacho is Mennonite Economic Develop-
ment Associates’ environmental 
expert. This article is adapted 
from a seminar she presented 
at the MEDA convention in 
San Antonio last November on 
“The Boiling Frog: Why Climate 
Change Matters in International 
Development.” It is reprinted 
with permission from the Janu-

ary/February issue of The Marketplace.

MEDA projects work closely with women 
farmers to adopt new practices that reduce their 
vulnerability to climate change.
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Environmental   
    justice

Franny Lou’s Porch seeks to make its 
products relational, organic and local

by Blew Kind

Environmental Justice is a term people throw in and out of conversation. 
It can serve as a “common goal,” an idea that can boost egos: see who 
your friends are and gather folks that may be in mourning for the current 
and future state of the planet. Environmental justice also involves a war 
between human profit and desire and the health of the earth.
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Earl Boyd (left), 
director of entre-
preneur services at 
Entrepreneur Works 
in Philadelphia, and 
Blew Kind, author. 
Photo provided
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 It has more to do with a lifestyle change and 
is an overall lens for how to discern society. It’s 
more than just an idea that will give you head 
nods. Our life and future depend on people taking 
environmental justice seriously. It means going 
against our “get whatever you want, you deserve 
it” culture. 

Our culture pushes people until they burn out. 
It moves us to place unrealistic expectations on 
each other and wraps us in an aggressive game of 
survival, in which we need more convenience and 
accessibility, more gadgets. Our lifestyles then 
fuel the instantaneous pleasures of “I.” 

To be truly involved in the environmental 
justice movement, we need to be fueled by the 
pleasures of “we.” What I do affects someone 
else. Whether it is overconsumption of clothes 
that increases the demand of sweatshop labor and 
fossil fuels or eating decadent sweets, which sup-
ports businesses that profit from the exploitation 
of families who grow and mill sugar, our lifestyle 
also affects those closest to us and influences the 
next generation in how we believe life works and 
should function. It teaches us what is valuable. 

A good practice is to take ourselves seriously. 
This life is precious, so how can we grow in a 
collective way, taking care of the earth and each 
other? 

Franny Lou’s Porch is a radical coffee and tea 
house in the Kensington neighborhood of Phila-
delphia. I want it to be a space where we can chal-
lenge each other and offer a counter lifestyle of 
love—for neighbor, earth and self. If we know that 
others around us are good and taken care of, then 
we will be taken care of. One affects the other. 

At the Porch, we want to foster those who 
want to be simple, healthy and aware. We want to 
foster a collective consciousness of the best way 
to live and love one another. Our goal is to be a 
sustainable business in a holistic way instead of 
getting lost in business jargon that can lose touch 
with what is valuable. Being an aware business 
requires a lot more work and time and is less 
financially profitable, but it is possible and life 
giving. We are a business that sells coffee, tea 
and pastries, but we are also a business led by a 
vision. And most people who visit the Porch un-
derstand the depth of where we are coming from 
and where we want to go. 

Franny Lou’s Porch is named after Frances 
EW Harper and Fannie Lou Hamer. Frances was a 
19th-century abolitionist, writer, poet and lectur-
er. She toured the states, casting a vision to men 
and women to see beyond their experience and 
encouraged them to take their actions seriously 
and ask questions such as, “Could slavery exist 

long if it did not sit on a commercial throne?” Fan-
nie was a 20th-century civil rights activist and a 
lover gathering the young and old. She had a bold, 
honest voice, demanding hope through song in 
the presence of injustice. One of her most popular 
quotes is, “I am tired of being sick and tired,” 
spoken as she sang “This Light of Mine.” Frances 

and Fannie have rich stories we can learn from 
and hope from. So my question is, Who are we to 
be in the 21st century?

One aspect of our mission at Franny Lou’s 
Porch is that every product in our store falls 
under one or all of our three values: relational, 
organic and local. 

Relational: How we relate to the earth and 
each other. This encompasses ethical trade of 
goods, composting, recycling, and using less or no 
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To be truly involved in the environmental justice 
movement, we need to be fueled by the plea-
sures of ‘we.’
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packaging. It also involves encouraging rest and 
conversation. 

Organic: We use food and beverages grown 
without the use of pesticides or chemicals, with 
simple ingredients, offering substances that nour-
ish rather than harm.

Local: We support the nearby economy and 
neighbor’s business and decrease our use of oil 
for travel. 

 It’s a hefty course to travel, and it may be 
difficult at times to source or price goods people 
are used to getting for a dollar, but the trust and 
awareness we build among our neighbors, staff 
and vendors make everything worth it. We are 
the only spot in Philadelphia where you can find 

homemade baked goods and drink syrups with 
fair-trade sugars and cocoas. We are the only spot 
offering $1 coffee where the bean is directly trad-
ed. And we are the only spot with Fela Kuti burst-
ing on the stereo, displaying books of revolution 
and calling out sandwiches and beverages with 
names such as Pro-Community, Sojourner Truth, 
Anti-Capitalism, Angela Davis and Anti-Frack. We 
think about where our products come from, whom 
they affect and how we are going to be a positive 
space in the neighborhood to bring together all 
kinds of people. 

Relationally we can go deep and change these 
habits of destruction we have been practicing 
since our father’s father. Relationally we can 
understand each other, hear and challenge each 
other to live more radically and simply. The more 
people who are rebelling against capitalism and 
restoring this precious planet from the harm that 

has and is happening, the easier 
it is to dive in. 

Blew Kind, with Rosetta and Gi-
bran, is owner of Franny Lou’s 
Porch in Philadelphia and a 
member of Circle of Hope, North 
West Congregation in Philadel-
phia.
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LEADERSHIP
A word from Mennonite leaders

A hard place and hope

This summer, many from across the church 
will meet at the Future Church Summit. The 
purpose is to reimagine the shape and work 

of the church as we seek to follow Jesus in the 
21st century. What a challenge! As a church in 
this world, we are at a hard place. Can we, as the 
many parts of the church, get above the polarities 
that plague our broader society? I think so. I pray 
so. Several recent experiences give me hope. 

In January, in Hampton, Va., leaders of color 
convened the fourth Hope for the Future confer-
ence. Dozens of leaders of color spoke with each 
other and with white allies about their vision for 
an Anabaptist community of faith—a community 
that is more inclusive, that is empowering, not op-
pressing, where diversity and breadth of perspec-
tive are not a threat but a gift. Their commitment 
to stay engaged and their hope deepened mine. 

In February, I celebrated the graduation of 
29 individuals from the Values-based Leadership 
Program. Sponsored by a collaboration of Men-
nonite organizations and agencies, this program 
has graduated more than 600 individuals in the 
last 15 years. I was moved to tears as I listened 
to these individuals share about their learning 
and renewed commitment to leadership in their 
families, businesses, churches, organizations and 
communities. They give me hope. 

In early March, senior leaders and trustees of 
our Mennonite-affiliated health and human ser-
vice organizations and our schools met together 
in Jacksonville, Fla. Dozens and dozens of schools 
and MHS member organizations were repre-
sented. Several agency boards and the Executive 
Committee of the Executive Board of Mennonite 
Church USA met. We met in a context of im-
mense turbulence: a church struggling to define 
a center, health-care repeal and replacement, 
and a dramatically changing landscape for public 
and private schools. More broadly, the context is 
one of deep cultural cynicism about institutions 
of all kinds and skepticism on the part of some 
religiously affiliated organizations about whether 
a church in turmoil has much to offer. So where’s 
the hope, you may ask? 

Jack Shea, a Catholic ethicist, once observed 
that if the religious community (church) and its 
institutions don’t consciously work to sustain a 
meaningful relationship, in time the organization 
and its values are uprooted from the soil of a liv-
ing community of faith. I witnessed leaders from 
across our education and health services sector 

seeking more meaningful connections with each 
other and the church. This is critical at a time 
when the parts need each other. 

I saw many signs of hope. Garden Spot 
Village is developing affordable housing through 
a unique partnership with civic leaders, sever-
al local churches and an Mennonite Disaster 
Service-like volunteer labor effort. Kings View 
is engaging creatively with community leaders 
and church leaders in the greater Fresno, Ca-
lif., area to respond to the pressing concerns of 
substance abuse. Jubilee Association of Maryland, 
an outgrowth of the Hyattsville (Md.) Mennonite 
Church, is exploring what it means to be more 
interculturally competent with a diverse work 
force and to explore new avenues of service with 
underserved populations. Goshen (Ind.) College 
is charting a path to serve an increasingly Lati-
no student body in collaboration with Hispanic 
leaders across the country. As our five Menno-
nite-affiliated colleges serve increasingly diverse 
student bodies, they are also finding new ways 
to collaborate in their important education work. 
Dock Mennonite Academy represents the creative 
blending of the missions and capacities of Penn 
View Christian School and Christopher Dock. 
Together they are doing more than each could do 
on its own. These are just a few signs of hope. 

Our church-related organizations need a strong 
Mennonite/Anabaptist community of faith. Such 
a church provides individuals who can serve as 
trustees, executives and administrators, teachers, 
nurses and other staff that can lead organizations 
toward effective ministry. The church is a living 
source of Anabaptist, faith-grounded ethics. It 
is often the incubator for new forms of mission, 
learning and service. And the church needs the 
capacities of its institutions to develop leaders, 
cultivate resources, respond to need and be the 
institutional muscle that supports ministries over 
long periods of time. 

When we meet this summer as the “many 
parts” of Mennonite Church USA, let’s resist 
the polarities and dynamics of disengagement 
that characterize broader society. All parts of our 
church are searching for a Christ-centered sense 
of identity, mission and ministry in the world. We 
need each other. Let’s embrace the possibilities. 
Revelation 21:5 reminds us that God is indeed 
making all things new. I have hope. Join me in that 
hope. TM

Rick Stiffney
is president/CEO of 
Mennonite Health 
Services Alliance.

Our church- 
related 
organiza-
tions need 
a strong 
Mennonite/
Anabaptist 
community 
of faith.
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OPINION
Perspectives from readers

Lynn Slagel
is an employment 
specialist assisting 
people with disabil-
ities and welfare 
recipients in Elkhart, 
Ind. He was a 
longtime member of 
Belmont Mennonite 
Church in Elkhart.

A religion of wealth

In Greek mythology, Cacus is a villain who has 
stolen oxen from Hercules while he sleeps. 
Cacus will not admit his deeds, for he has pulled 

the oxen backward into his den so that by their 
footprints they appear set free. He deceives the 
world, pretending he has given the world its 
oxen, which he alone renders and eats. Hercules 
must seek him out, expose his deeds and set the 
world’s oxen free.

In the midst of the last depression, the econ-
omist John Maynard Keynes offered Karl Marx 
his fatal rebuttal. Marx had argued that the cost 
associated with adding a man’s wealth to the price 
of goods would lead to a 
lack of purchasing power to 
buy back the goods being 
produced. He supposed this 
would lead to an economic 
depression. Keynes encour-
aged deficient government 
spending during times of 
lack in purchasing power. He 
believed, given the applica-
tions of science, technology 
and borrowing, that a life of 
leisure and abundance would 
be realized. 

Keynes wrote in 1930 
of a time 100 years hence, 
when the accumulation of 
wealth would no longer be 
of high social value. Then, 
he wrote, we will realize a 
change in our codes of morals and be freed “to 
discard some of our most disgusting tendencies—
greed, usury and precaution—which we now 
embrace at all costs because of their tremendous 
usefulness in the accumulation of capital.” 

He predicted that the love of money would 
be recognized as “a disgusting propensity, which 
one hands over with a shudder to the specialist 
in social diseases.” We would no longer applaud 
those pursuing wealth and begin to acknowledge 
our demands against nature’s bounty and our duty 
to neighbor. 

It will be a time, he wrote, when people will 
greet the day agreeably, “taking joy in simple 
things and the lilies of the fields.” It will be a time 
when the economic benefits and rewards from sci-
ence and the improvement of manufacture will be 
shared with all those participating in the manufac-
ture of goods. Then, he wrote, everyone will work 

fewer hours and shorter days. 
But, Keynes warned, “beware the time is not 

yet, for 100 years hence we must pretend that fair 
is foul and foul is fair, for foul is useful and fair is 
not. Avarice, usury and precaution must be our 
gods for a little longer still.” 

Such pretence has allowed the wealthiest 
nation in the world to become the most indebted. 
Until 2030, by Keynes’ calendar, Cacus will reign 
in our affairs, as specialized minds envision a life 
in which fewer can participate or understand, 
while suggesting it is to everyone’s benefit. Polit-
ical leaders provide income and property tax relief 

for the rich while the needs 
of the world’s poor remain 
unattended, as captains of 
industry demand more of 
laborers’ days than less. 

Religious leaders now 
offer Cacus safe harbor by 
accommodating excessive 
military spending, poverty, 
social decay and the plunder-
ing of our physical environ-
ment. They speak of a light 
that offers life. Yet they em-
brace pretentious economic 
policies that have led many 
to poverty and the rendering 
of creation’s worth—its life. 
Their silence is perhaps Ca-
cus’ greatest delight, as the 
oxen are drawn deeper into 

the darkness of life’s den. 
After 9-11, a Muslim leader responded to a 

question about whether the attack on the World 
Trade Center represented contempt for the Chris-
tian faith. His response: “Islam respects Christi-
anity and the teachings of Christ, but America’s 
religion is that of materialism and wealth.”

We all must battle this Cacus, but no one is 
a Hercules. However, we can share in Christ’s 
ministry “to bring good news to the poor,…to pro-
claim release to the captives and recovery of sight 
to the blind, to let the oppressed go free” (Luke 
4:18-19) as we walk and point to the Light at the 
entrance of life’s den, Life’s womb. 

We have heard of this Light and the liberation 
to come. At an “acceptable time,” the den will be 
sealed in eternal darkness for Cacus, his prophets 
and his friends. And as Hercules yet slumbers, 
the world and its oxen will be set free. TM

The views 
expressed do not 
necessarily 
represent the 
official positions 
of Mennonite 
Church USA, 
The Menno nite or 
the board for The 
Mennonite, Inc.

Political leaders provide 
income and property tax 

relief for the rich while the 
needs of the world’s poor 

remain unattended, as 
captains of industry 

demand more of laborers’ 
days than less.
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Solar power friendly to environment and pocketbook
MCC U.S., Virginia thrift shop receive grant to help implement solar projects

Mennonite Central Committee U.S. and Gift & Thrift, 
an MCC thrift shop in Harrisonburg, Va., have re-
ceived a $50,000 grant that will support their solar 

energy initiatives.
The award, given by the U.S. Department of Energy 

SunShot Initiative’s Solar in Your Community Challenge, 
is shared by an MCC U.S. partner, Secure Futures, a solar 
development company in Staunton, Va.

The grant initially will be used to support the implemen-
tation of a solar power project at MCC East Coast Material 
Resources Center in Ephrata, Pa., and the second phase of a 
solar power project at Gift & Thrift.

MCC U.S. also will use the grant, which covers feasibility 
studies and administrative costs for the projects, to establish 
solar power systems at three additional MCC locations yet 
to be determined. The cost of the solar panels and installa-
tion will be paid from the projects’ budgets.

Secure Futures, the same business that facilitated Gift & 
Thrift’s first phase of solar installation in 2016, will provide 
technical expertise and oversee the installation for all five 
projects.

“This partnership is an opportunity for us at MCC to 
live out our commitment to acting sustainably and caring 
for creation,” said Bruce Campbell-Janz, MCC East Coast 
executive director. 

“Using solar energy is a faithful response to the climate 
change realities we see around the world, where droughts 
and other effects of changing weather patterns really can be 
disastrous to people we partner with—particularly people 
living in poverty,” he says.

The Solar in Your Community Challenge aims to expand 
solar access to low- and moderate-income households; state, 
local and tribal governments; and nonprofit organizations.

MCC will use the grant not only to help implement 
its solar projects but to demonstrate the benefits and use of 
solar energy to people who come to the thrift shop and mate-
rial resources center.

At the material resources center, for example, more 
than 7,000 volunteers come annually to recycle books and 
cardboard and pack comforters, canned meat and other 
humanitarian relief supplies that are shipped to domestic and 
international locations. The volunteers will learn that 100 
percent of the electricity in the building, which includes the 
MCC East Coast office, will be provided by the sun.

In Harrisonburg, 180 panels were installed by 35 commu-
nity volunteers in November 2016.  By the end of August, 
community members will install 150 more panels to supply 
nearly 50 percent of the store’s electrical usage, saving 
$14,000 per year.

Some of the volunteers who have learned to install 
solar panels at Gift & Thrift will help teach volunteers at 
future MCC projects, says Deb King, MCC U.S. national 
thrift coordinator. Secure Futures calls those projects “solar 
barn-raising projects” because of the way volunteers will 
work together to install the panels, an example of mutual 
support like the Amish tradition of barn raising.

Concern for the environment and respect for God’s cre-
ation has been part of MCC’s approach to its work for years, 
but only recently has MCC ventured into solar energy.

MCC Central States started its solar project several 
years ago and this year; and the West Coast MCC office in 
Reedley, Calif., and the MCC U.S. office in Akron, Pa., have 
implemented solar power systems. 

Dennis Kready, maintenance manager for the Akron 
office, has been at the forefront of MCC’s solar initiatives. 
“These savings over the 40- to 45-year life of the solar sys-
tem will free up organizational funds for our primary objec-
tives of relief development and peace in the name of Christ, 
both domestically and around the world,” says Kready.—Ra-
chel Bergen for MCC

Volunteers at Gift & Thrift, an MCC Thrift shop in Harrisonburg, 
Va., installed 180 solar panels in November 2016 to help provide 
electricity to the shop. Photo courtesy of Sam Stoner

“Creating Healing Environments”
June 23 – 25, 2017

MENNONITE HEALTHCARE FELLOWSHIP
ANNUAL GATHERING

co-hosted by the MENNONITE CHAPLAINS ASSOCIATION

Plenary Session Speakers:

Engaging the Anabaptist Vision: Healing in the Way of Jesus – Donna Minter

Healing Spaces within 21st Century Healthcare Systems – John Wenger 

Healing in the Third Aare – David Baker

Healing through Sharing Song and Story – Anthony Brown

Healing of the Nations: Spiritual Roots of the Climate Crisis – Katerina Friesen

https://www.mennohealth.org/annual-gathering-2017/
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At Mennonite Mission Network, we believe that ev-
eryone should care for creation, but some are called 
to the vocation of creation care. Here are some peeks 

at creation care service placements:
1. In Hokkaido, Japan, Menno Village is a Christian 

community that seeks to educate and provide locally grown 
food through “community supported agriculture.” The re-
cent Youth Venture and SOOP site uses traditional Japanese 
agricultural practices, including relay cropping (growing 
more than one crop on the same land) and recycling local 
nutrients from chicken manure, forest products and even 
organic waste from a tofu factory. 

Organic food from Menno Village connects urban and 
rural worlds together, even when families don’t have equal 
means to pay. “Organic food isn’t only for the wealthy,” Ray 
Epp said in an interview with the Rodale Institute. Epp 
and his wife, Akiko Aratani, work for Mennonite Mission 
Network.

2. In Los Angeles, DOOR is sparking a new partnership 
with California Interfaith Power and Light. The organization 
works with faith communities to educate and advocate for 
energy conservation and efficiency and for renewable energy 
sources.   

3. Iquitos, Peru, is surrounded by the Amazon River 
and its tributaries and is only accessible by river and air. 
Pollution, poverty and malnutrition are serious concerns for 
families, says Juan Carlos Moreno, the team mentor for the 
Journey International Peru team. 

A Journey International participant will help start an 
urban garden in Iquitos and help families find ways to grow 
healthy food, both to eat and to sell. 

4. At the Bureau of Land Management in Anchorage, 
Alaska, Sam Hatch volunteers with Service Adventure to 
help tend public land. His work varies each week, including 
trail maintenance and teaching children at the Campbell 
Creek Science Center. This year, Hatch even helped set up 
for the Iditarod, an annual 1,000-mile sled-dog race. 

5. The Madison Audubon Society serves the commu-
nity through environmental education and advocacy. “We 
work on filling the needs of the underprivileged community 
in a sustaining way that would empower them to continue 
conservation efforts,” says Mikhail Fernandes, a Mennonite 
Voluntary Service participant. 

Fernandes works as a communications and outreach 
specialist, which allows him to have an office indoors and 
outdoors. Fernandes enjoys the hands-on work in which he 
can see growth happen. The simple act of planting prairie 
seeds increases biodiversity that can be witnessed for many 
generations, he says.—Kelsey Hochstetler of Mennonite Mis-
sion Network

Creation care
Service in five locations
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In 2016, supporters from 704 households gave over 
$82,000 to support the ministry of The Mennonite, 
Inc. These donations enabled us to continue to 
build a robust online presence that drew almost 
900,000 visits last year from people inside and 
outside of the church. Together we are sharing 
Christ-centered Anabaptist content broadly. 
These gifts also helped us end the year with a 
positive balance and to plan for new initiatives 
in 2017, including creating four internships for 
college students at the Mennonite Church USA 
convention in July and the launch of new audio 
podcasts. Your support continues to allow us to 
live into our mission to help readers glorify God, grow in faith and become 
agents of healing and hope in our world.—Hannah Heinzekehr, executive director

THANK YOU

The Mennonite supporters give over $82,000 in 2016 
704 households, congregations and agencies donated to The Mennonite, Inc.
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OBITUARIES

To submit an obituary, log on to www.themennonite.org, use the “About Us” tab and select “Contact Us” from the drop-down menu. You 
may also submit information by email or mail editor@themennonite.org; 3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, Elkhart, IN 46517.

Byler, Miriam Ruth Kauffman, 87, 
Goshen, Ind., died Feb. 12 at Harrisonburg, 
Va. Spouse: Lowell J. Byler. Parents: Amsa 
and Nona Miller Kauffman. Children: 
Susan Byler Weaver, Lori Byler Reethof; five 
grandchildren. Memorial service: Feb. 25 at 
Harrisonburg Mennonite Church and March 
22 at The Residence at Waterford Crossing.

Magal, Leah Rachel Kennel, passed 
away on Feb. 6 on Peaks Island, Maine, 

surrounded by love 
and her family. One of 
11 children, Leah was 
raised in the Mennonite 
tradition on a farm in 
Gap, Pa. As a youngster 
she enjoyed being part 
of a rambunctious and 

hardworking family. As a young adult she 
yearned for an education. So at the age 
of 21 she left the farm to pursue a science 
degree at Eastern Mennonite College in 
Virginia. There she met her future husband, 
Ivan Vasil Magal, the first foreign student at 
EMC. Leah and Ivan’s lives revolved around 
their four children and Ivan’s work as a 
physician and minister. Always passionate 
about the wonders and beauty of nature, 
Leah was a dedicated volunteer at the 
Smithsonian Institution’s Natural History 
Museum in Washington, D.C., for over 20 
years. She loved birds and could often be 
found with her bird book and binoculars 
in hand. She combined her love for nature, 
hiking and travel by taking numerous trips 
to Western and Eastern Europe, Alaska, 
Africa, Central America, Southeast Asia, 
New Zealand, Australia and the United 
States. Filled with creative and artistic 
talents, she spent many hours pursuing her 
love of photography, plants and gardening. 
Leah had a deep faith in a loving and just 
God. This faith was reflected in the way she 
approached life’s challenges. This faith was 
also reflected in the kindness and gentle-
ness she showed to others, especially when 
they were struggling or suffering. Leah was 
preceded in death by her husband, Ivan Va-
sil Magal, M.D. She is survived by her son, 
Charles Magal, M.D., and daughter-in-law, 
Helen Stamatacos, daughters Phyllis Magal, 
Emily Magal and son-in-law Jim Greenwell 

and Trish Magal and son-in-law Joel Hoefle 
and a sister, Naomi Kennel Yoder. Leah is 
also survived by five delightful grandchil-
dren: Dominika, Celestyna and Katiana 
Hoefle, and Angelina and Nicholas Magal. 
Leah was buried next to her husband, 
Ivan, at Mt. Clinton Mennonite Church in 
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. At the 
Memorial Gathering at Eastern Mennonite 
Seminary in Harrisonburg, Va., her children 
lit four candles in her honor. The candles 
represented the four characteristics her 
children felt best exemplified their mother: 
courage, faith, grace and love.

Ross, Lula Horst, 97, of Sarasota, Fla., 
passed away Feb. 15 with her children by 
her side. Lula was born Dec. 9, 1919, in 
Clear Spring, Md, to Michael and Florence 
Horst and had eight siblings. She married 
Raymond Eby on Feb. 20, 1940. Lula and 
Raymond had four children and worked 
their dairy farm in Hagerstown, Md. Wid-
owed at age 32, Lula continued to raise 
her children on the farm. She would host 
children on her farm from urban centers 
through the Fresh Air Fund, offering sum-
mers in the country. She married I. Mark 
Ross on June 6, 1959, and moved to Kidron, 
Ohio, where I. Mark pastored Sonnenberg 
Mennonite Church. Lula and I. Mark had 
two children and moved to Waynesboro, 
Va., where I. Mark pastored Springdale 
Mennonite Church. They relocated to 
Sarasota, Fla., in 1966 to pastor Newtown 
Gospel Chapel. Lula served in the Women’s 
Missionary and Service Commission and 
taught Sunday school and Bible school 
throughout. She completed nursing school 
in Sarasota and was an LPN at Sarasota 
Memorial Hospital, Plymouth Harbor and 
Merrill Gardens. She served on the board of 
directors at Sunnyside Village and did years 
of volunteer work for Mennonite Central 
Committee. Lula loved travel and enjoyed 
trips to Europe and South America, visiting 
children living abroad, among many others. 
Her delight was her seven children, 25 
grandchildren, 38 great-grandchildren and 
18 great-great-grandchildren. Her strength 
and grace, courage and wit remained a joy 
to her family and those who knew her to 
the end of her days. Her faith was a con-

stant encouragement to her family, and she 
was a member of Bahia Vista Mennonite 
Church. We will miss her dearly. Survivors 
include her brother Nathan Horst (Savil-
la); her children Lucille Schiefer (Hank), 
Lavonne Amstutz (Sherman), Karen Moyer 
(Leon), Lynn Eby (Betty), Conrad Ross 
(Katherine), Curtis Ross (Shannon); and 
all her grandchildren. She is predeceased 
by her husband, I. Mark Ross; her siblings 
Amanda, Florence, Reuben, Anna, Naomi, 
Enos and Abram; her daughter Beulah 
Fern Ross Clearo. A memorial service is 
planned for April 8 at 10 a.m. at Sunnyside 
Village Chapel, with visiting hours Friday, 
April 7, 6-8 p.m. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial gifts may be made in Lula’s name to 
the Sunnyside Foundation (memo Health 
Center) 5201 Bahia Vista Street, Sarasota, 
FL 34232. Online condolences can be made 
at www.wiegandbrothers.com.

Weldy, Norma Jean, 87, Goshen, Ind., 
died Jan. 10. Parents: Eldon J. and Lucille 
L. Martin Weldy. Funeral: Jan. 20 at Yellow 
Creek Mennonite Church, Goshen.

Wiebe, Mary Ann, 80, Whitewater, 
Kan., died Feb. 16, of lung cancer. Spouse: 
Willard J. Wiebe. Parents: Henry I. and Anna 
Schmidt Goertz. Children: Teresa Martin, 
Chris Wiebe; four grandchildren. Funeral: 
Feb. 20 at Grace Hill Mennonite Church, 
Whitewater.

Yoder, Katie Ann Kuhns, 90, Arthur, Ill., 
died Feb. 17. Spouse: Christian E. Yoder (de-
ceased). Parents: Abraham J. and Susanna 
E. Beachy Kuhns. Children: Joyce Bisbee, 
Clifford J. Yoder, Dwight Yoder, Edward A. 
Yoder; three grandchildren; one step-grand-
child; three great-grandchildren. Funeral: 
Feb. 20 at Arthur Mennonite Church.

Yoder, Julia Rose, 73, West Liberty, Ohio, 
died Feb. 1, of cancer. Parents: Clarence O. 
and Grace Brenneman Yoder. Funeral: Feb. 6 
at Bethel Mennonite Church, West Liberty.
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Living Branches (www.livingbranches.org), a not-for-profit, 
faith-based retirement living system in southeastern Pennsylvania, 
seeks an executive director for two of its three communities, 
Souderton Mennonite Homes and Dock Meadows, located in 
Souderton and Hatfield, Pa., respectively. The two communities 
have a rich history, outstanding reputation and strong operating 
performance. They serve approximately 450 residents, with 350 
employees. The position reports to the Living Branches system 
CEO. Qualified candidates will have at least three years senior 
leadership experience in a CCRC setting, be a values-based leader 
of unquestionable integrity, be able to work well within a structure 
that expects mutual accountability, and be eligible for Nursing 
Home Administrator licensure in Pennsylvania. Interested individ-
uals should contact Kirk Stiffney at Kirk@StiffneyGroup.com or 
574-537-8736.

Bluffton University invites applications for a one year, full-
time, faculty position in choral music beginning fall 2017. 
MA required, doctorate preferred. For full position description and 
Equal Opportunity Employer statement visit www.bluffton.edu/
employment. Review of applications begins immediately and will 
continue until position is filled. A search for a tenure-track faculty 
position in choral music, director of choral activities, will begin in 
fall of 2017. EOE.

Camp Hebron, a Mennonite Camp in Halifax, Pa., is current-
ly seeking an executive director to provide leadership and 
direction for a camping ministry for all ages and for hosting groups. 
Responsibilities include working with the board of directors, 
providing oversight and leadership for staff and program activi-
ties, fund-raising and serving as the spokesperson for the camp. 
Qualifications include a strong and mature relationship to Christ, a 
bachelor’s degree, effective communication and interpersonal skills 
and leadership experience. For more information about the camp 
see www.camphebron.org. Send a cover letter and résumé to John 
W. Eby, 1001 E. Oregon Road, Lititz, PA, 17543, or to Jandjeby14@
aol.com.

Menno Mennonite Church of Ritzville, Wash., is seeking a 
full-time pastor for our active rural congregation. Looking for 
a pastor with Anabaptist values and a heart for pastoral care and 
preaching/teaching. Contact Search Committee Chair at 
rurallady@gmail.com.

North Newton Guest Housing—Serenity Silo, Barnview 
Cottage, Woodland Hideaway. Email or call for brochures: 
vadasnider@cox.net, 316-283-5231.

Eastern Mennonite University is seeking applicants for 
two positions: a full-time lead residence director and a 
part-time residence director position. Both positions are 
responsible for supervision of community advisors, social, spiritual 
and educational programming to meet students’ needs, disciplinary 
and personal adjustment counseling and referral, crisis intervention 
and general administration of the residence hall. Works with other 
residence life staff and director of residence life, student account-
ability and restorative justice in team approach to residence hall 
management. Bachelor’s degree required, master’s preferred. 
9.5 month (Aug. 1-May 15), live-in position. The lead residence 
director is a full-time position, eligible for benefits and remunera-
tion. Selected candidate will be of Christian faith and support the 
mission and policies of EMU. Submit application, résumé and three 
references to: hr@emu.edu. For more information visit our website 
at www.emu.edu/humanresources. EMU is an equal opportunity 
employer, committed to enhancing diversity across the institution. 
EMU conducts criminal background investigations as part of the 
hiring process.

Emmaus Road Mennonite Church, a congregation of 55 
members in Berne, Ind., is seeking a half-time pastor to lead 
the fellowship. We are inviting a pastor to join our congregation on 
our faith journey and to lead from a strong Anabaptist Mennonite 
perspective. To express interest or to request more information, 
contact Doug Luginbill, Conference Minister, Central District 
Mennonite Conference at confmin@mcusacdc.org, or call the CDC 
office at 574-534-1485.

CLASSIFIEDS
 

Anabaptist 
Witness

Suffering & Mission

call for submissions
academic articles

reflections
sermons

poetry
art

anabaptistwitness.org/calls-for-submissions
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MEDIACULTURE
Reflections on the effect of media and culture on our faith

Reason vs. belonging

We live in a society where facts 
don’t seem to mean much. If 
the president, for example, 

doesn’t like a report or scientific study, 
he simply calls it “fake news.”

He’s not alone. Many of us take 
similar positions, and according to 
some recent books, there are reasons 
for that. In her article “Why Facts 
Don’t Change Our Minds” (The New 
Yorker, Feb. 27), Elizabeth Kolbert re-
views three of these books. All, by the 
way, were written before last Novem-
ber’s election.

Kolbert reports studies from 1975 
at Stanford University in which two 
groups of students were asked to 
distinguish real from fake suicide notes. 
One group was told they scored high, 
identifying 24 out of 25 notes correctly, 
while the other group got 10 right.

In fact, neither group did better than 
the other. But when this ruse was re-
vealed, the one group still thought they 
were better than average at identifying 
real suicide notes, while the other 
group believed they were worse. 

More studies followed, and re-
searchers noted that even after the evi-
dence “for their beliefs has been totally 
refuted, people fail to make appropriate 
revisions in those beliefs.”

Why do people act this way? 
Kolbert notes that in their book The 
Enigma of Reason, cognitive scientists 
Hugo Mercier and Dan Sperber argue 
that “humans’ biggest advantage over 
other species is our ability to coöper-
ate.” And reason “developed to resolve 
the problems posed by living in collabo-
rative groups.” 

Kolbert goes on to discuss “confir-
mation bias,” the tendency people have 
to embrace information that supports 
their beliefs and reject information that 
contradicts them.

Mercier and Sperber prefer the 
term “myside bias,” Kolbert writes. 
“Humans, they point out, aren’t 
randomly credulous. Presented with 
someone else’s argument, we’re quite 
adept at spotting the weaknesses. 

Almost invariably, the positions we’re 
blind about are our own.”

In another book by two other cogni-
tive scientists, The Knowledge Illusion: 
Why We Never Think Alone, Steven 
Sloman and Philip Fernbach look at var-
ious studies that show the “illusion of 
explanatory depth.” This means people 
believe that they know way more than 
they actually do.

We do things as if we know how 
they work, when really we don’t, such 
as how a toilet works. But, say Sloman 
and Fernbach, politics is different.” It’s 
one thing for me to flush a toilet with-
out knowing how it operates,” Kolbert 
writes, “and another for me to favor (or 
oppose) an immigration ban without 
knowing what I’m talking about.”

“As a rule, strong feelings about 
issues do not emerge from deep under-
standing,” Sloman and Fernbach write. 
And here our dependence on other 
minds reinforces the problem. The 
more people we find who agree with 
us, the more we think we’re right.

One ray of hope is that when 
people are asked to explain the impli-
cations of a policy, they realize how 
clueless they are and moderate their 
views. This, they write, “may be the 
only form of thinking that will shatter 
the illusion of explanatory depth and 
change people’s attitudes.”

The third book is Denying to the 
Grave: Why We Ignore the Facts That 
Will Save Us by Jack and Sara Gorman. 
“Their concern is with those persistent 
beliefs which are not just demonstrably 
false but also potentially deadly, like the 
conviction that vaccines are hazard-
ous,” Kolbert writes.

It’s helpful to know that we tend to 
go along with our group, even when the 
facts go against what we believe. But 

for our own good 
we must not leave 
reason behind. TM

Gordon Houser is 
editor of The Men-
nonite.

FILM REVIEW

Fences (R) is based on the play by 
August Wilson, who is also credited with 
the screenplay. Troy Maxson, a sanitation 
worker in 1950s Pittsburgh, is bitter 
about his dreams of being a professional 
baseball player not working out, and his 
behavior toward his son and wife is at 
times harsh. The dialogue is powerful 
and poetic, and Viola Davis as Rose 
Maxson is especially good. The film feels 
much like a play, which restricts its effect, 
but it’s worth seeing.—Gordon Houser

DVD REVIEW

Tower is a documentary about the 
Aug. 1, 1966, shootings at the University 
of Texas, where Charles Whitman shot 
dozens of people, killing 16, from the 
top of the clock tower for 96 minutes. 
The film uses animation to re-enact the 
events, focusing on certain individuals. It 
also uses archival footage and interviews 
years later with some of the participants. 
What stands out is unique, human re-
sponses to such violence—the mixture of 
fear and bravery—and the surreal nature 
of what has become too common.—gh

BOOK REVIEWS

Anabaptist Essentials: Ten Signs 
of a Unique Christian Faith by 
Palmer Becker (Herald Press, 2017, 
$12.99) lays out the core values essential 
to what it means to be an Anabaptist 
Christian. Becker himself says the book’s 
brevity is both a strength and a weak-
ness. It is a helpful outline for people 
unfamiliar with Anabaptist faith but also 
suffers from being simplistic.—gh

You Carried Me: A Daughter’s 
Memoir by Melissa Ohden (Plough, 
2017, $19.99) tells of the author learning 
she is the survivor of a botched abor-
tion. She details her search for her birth 
parents and her journey to forgiveness. 
She has become a spokesperson for the 
pro-life movement.—gh
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NEW VOICES
By and about young adults

Relating to the American church
This is Part Three in a question series asking young 
adults what are authentic ways for us as followers of 
Jesus to relate to people of other faiths (or no faith).

You who I don’t know / I don’t know how to talk to 
you.—Jean Valentine

As someone influenced by evangelical 
churches, I felt uneasy at this question’s un-
dertones of conversion in relating to some-

one of another faith. Also, I have a clear sense 
of how to relate to my 
friends of other faiths—
resisting the Muslim ban, 
partnering with friends 
across faith backgrounds 
who are committed to 
love and working toward 
justice, organizing for a 
more egalitarian society. 
I struggle to relate to the 
institution of the Ameri-
can church.

I participated in Inter-
Varsity Christian Fellow-
ship in college, was baptized my senior year by 
my university’s chaplain, participated in weekly 
Examen meetings led by the Catholic Sisters of 
Mercy in West Philadelphia, was mentored by a 
fellow teacher at my school who also served as 
pastor of a small black Baptist church in West 
Philadelphia, had a Taiwanese-American church 
in Honolulu care for my mother when she was 
sick a few years ago, and joined First Mennonite 
Church of San Francisco. These experiences have 
created for me an interdenominational definition 
of church. I’ve been grateful to identify as part of 
the larger church body.

So it is heartbreaking to acknowledge 
the role of the church in our political context. 
According to a recent Pew study, 58 percent of 
“Protestant/Other Christians” voted for Trump, 
as did 81 percent of “white, born-again/evangelical 
Christians.”

Even those in the church who have not ex-
plicitly supported Trump often say, “The Bible is 
not political,” “It’s sin, not skin” or, “My church’s 
stance towards X people group doesn’t matter—I 
go to church for the message.” Such statements 
render them complicit and silent in times of 
injustice.

Considering American history, this should be 

unsurprising. As Martin Luther King Jr. wrote 
in his “Letter From a Birmingham Jail”: “In the 
midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon the 
Negro, I have watched white churchmen stand on 
the sideline and mouth pious irrelevancies and 
sanctimonious trivialities. I have heard many min-
isters say: ‘Those are social issues, with which 
the gospel has no real concern.’ ”

This is not about Republican vs. Democrat. It’s 
a deeper concern about the permission the Trump 
administration gives for violating the basic human 

rights of immigrants, 
women, LGBTQ people, 
people of color and people 
of other faiths—those 
who, by our society’s 
making, are already the 
least among us. If we 
as followers of Jesus do 
not see the problem and 
the call to action here, it 
means we have forgotten 
that Jesus was not a win-
ner. He was a poor Pal-
estinian who challenged 

religious and political leaders who were sure they 
were part of the greatest empire in the world.

It is the church’s responsibility to stand in 
solidarity with our neighbors—because the white 
American evangelical church has helped make 
and at various junctures has stood to benefit from 
these privileging systems and because the church 
is called to love our neighbors as ourselves.

I’ve been finding First Mennonite a place of 
community, hope and safety. I’ve experienced 
First Mennonite as the most anti-white-suprem-
acist group of mostly white people I’ve ever hung 
out with. The Women Doing Theology Confer-
ence was my first introduction to Mennonite 
Church USA, and the diversity (across age, race, 
gender, class, sexuality), critical thought and lov-
ing activism present there felt like a balm.

I feel like I’ve had glimpses of what a different 
church reality could look like.

But given our current context, I’m still 
grappling with questions of what it means to act 
justly and love mercy as a member of the church. 
Turning inward, when the majority of our group—
the American church—is one of the institutions 
bolstering the oppression of our neighbors, what 
then does it mean to authentically relate to the 
church? TM

Sarah Matsui
attends First Men-
nonite Church of 
San Francisco.

Given our current context, 
I’m still grappling with 

questions of what it means to 
act justly and love mercy as a 

member of the church.
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God’s reign, our nation, our church
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s special possession.—1 Peter 2:9 
TNIV

Ifeel compelled to share about a recent event in 
my congregation that infused me with hope in 
the midst of despair about our political milieu. 

On Feb. 25, about 60 members of Park View 
Mennonite Church in Harrisonburg, Va., devoted 
the larger part of their morning to “discerning 
our congregational and individual posture in a 
challenging and divisive political climate.” The 
pastoral team convened the meeting with three 
primary goals in mind: (1) to gain a deeper un-
derstanding of each other’s thoughts and feelings 
about the events in our world, (2) to discern our 
priorities as a church family, grounded in Jesus’ 
gospel call, and (3) to support each other as we 
respond to God’s call, even if it differs from our 
own. 

After agreeing to some ground rules, 
we gathered in two large circles to share our 
fears, hopes and passions “related to the current 
political turmoil and divisiveness in our society.” 
In the circle I joined, many feared potential losses 
and dangers related to President Trump’s policies. 
Others had fears about the church and how we 
may be losing our Anabaptist witness. We listened 
quietly as each person shared around the circle, 
without comment or critique.

Each person in the circle, unless they chose to 
“pass,” also shared hopes and passions inspired 
by their Christian faith and sense of call. I was 
heartened by the diversity of issues that sur-
faced—refugee resettlement, care and sanctuary 
for immigrants, health care, consistent pro-life 
witness, prison ministry, antiracism and biblical 
interpretation. 

Based on the list of specific passions that 
emerged from the two large circles, the pastoral 
team divided us into 12 smaller interest groups. I 
joined the circle that discussed antiracism. Using 
a circle process, each person was invited to an-
swer the question: “In terms of the issue identi-
fied for this current small circle group, what does 
the gospel have to say about these matters?” This 

question served well to focus our attention on the 
biblical and theological basis for our concerns. As 
each person shared, a notetaker jotted down the 
ideas.

In a second round in the circle, each of us 
addressed the question: How does our identity 
as Christians in community shape the way we 
respond? Again, the question helped focus our 
attention on the strength of community to shape 
our ministry in the world.

After hearing each person’s response to 
these two questions, we had a time of discussion 
around the circle. As we talked about the problem 
of racism, I was particularly interested to hear 
the perspective of Bader Mansour, a Palestinian 
Christian with Israeli citizenship. He hails from 
Nazareth, where Jews, Christians and Muslims 
work closely together. Our church has much to 
learn from this committed peacemaker, a follow-
er of the Prince of Peace, who lived in the same 
village two millennia ago. 

After discussion in our various circles, all 
joined the large group to hear briefly from each 
other. I wept as I listened to my brothers and 
sisters share their concerns for the needs of our 
community and the broader world. Hope welled 
up inside as I watched people publicly declare 
both their personal commitments to action and 
their suggestions for the congregation to consider. 
These are being compiled for further discernment 
by our congregation.

In spite of the heaviness of our discussion, I 
left the meeting with a bounce in my step. I was 
encouraged by the way our pastoral team had 
seized a moment of collective angst to help us 
embrace our primary identity as citizens of God’s 
kingdom. I hope many congregations across our 
church find similar ways to encourage each other 
to be vibrant harbingers of the coming reign of 
God. TM
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In the marketing world there is something called 
the Awareness, Interest, Desire and Action 
model, or the consumer purchase funnel. It’s a 

visual representation of the stages involved in the 
consumer decision journey.

As buying has become more digitized, the 
interactions customers make have become more 
complex, while the opportunities for marketers 
to engage potential customers have become more 
varied. Before purchasing a product, a customer 
may hear about it from a friend, search online 
for reviews, see a TV commercial featuring the 
product, view a YouTube video on how to use the 
product, see a friend like the product’s Facebook 
page, see an ad for the product while reading 
news online and go into a brick-and-mortar store 
to view the product all in the month before finally 
purchasing the product from the company’s 
website. The marketer wants to find opportuni-
ties to attract customers as close to the top of 
the “funnel” as possible to beat out competition. 
Then they must continue engaging customers and 
create customer loyalty and brand ambassadors.

Churches can learn much from this model 
when considering seekers (knowingly or unknow-
ingly looking for God). Seekers throughout the 
world are at different stages in their design funnel 
as they weed through all the messaging, market-
ing and noise of the world. A perusal of Google 
Trends shows that people are seeking God. It’s 
not enough to wait for them to enter the walls 
of your church to make their decision to follow 
Christ. 

Here are some tips and tools to engage the 
seeker and market your church digitally:

Use YouTube: Start creating videos that tell 
a story about your church and about God. Maybe 
it’s one that discusses hot topics in the world 
and their relation to Anabaptism. Maybe it’s one 
that features real stories and testimonies from 
members of your church. These give the seeker 

an opportunity to connect with you and learn 
more about God without having to step into your 
church, although they may want to afterward.

Use Facebook and Instagram: Facebook 
is one of the best ways to get your message out 
through its advertising platform, which now in-
cludes Instagram. Whether you want to give your 
regular posts a boost to reach a wider audience 
or to run a complete campaign, Facebook and 
Instagram are excellent low-cost tools for target-
ing your message to specific seekers based on 
demographics, interests and location. 

Use Google: There are many tools in the Goo-
gle suite that could be valuable for churches when 
trying to reach the seeker. I’ll just touch on a few.

Basic Search Engine Optimization (SEO): If 
a seeker needs to search for something, they’re 
probably going to Google it. Make sure your 
website is optimized to show at the top of the 
first page of search results. Make sure you have 
page titles and headings with relevant keywords 
in them, create a blog with relevant content and 
have a mobile friendly website.

Adwords: You can use this service to pay to 
show up at the top of the first page of search 
results or across the Internet, using display ads 
within Google’s Display Network.

Google My Business (Previously Google Plac-
es): A seeker may be searching for a church near 
them in real-time. Having a Google My Business 
account with updated information, including hours  
for worship and photos, helps you show up in 
search results.

You may not want or need to use all these 
tools, and others may work better for your church 
or with specific seekers. The key is to to use 
the tools that help you engage seekers early in 
their journey to Christ, where believers can cast 
a wider net and have more opportunities to walk 
alongside and guide seekers through their deci-
sion-making process.—stl

Digital tools for churches to engage seekers

Shé T. Langley is 
a digital strategy 
consultant for The 
Mennonite, Inc. She 
lives in Hampton, 
Va.

The key is 
to use the 
tools that 
help you 
engage 
seekers in 
their journey 
to Christ.
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