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Letters
This publication welcomes your letters, 
either about our content or about 
issues facing Mennonite Church USA. 
Please keep your letter brief—one 
or two paragraphs—and about one 
subject only. We reserve the right to 
edit for length and clarity. Publication 
is also subject to space limitations. 
Email to letters@themennonite.org 
or mail to Letters, The Mennonite, 
3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, Elkhart, 
IN 46517. Please include your name 
and address. We will not print letters 
sent anonymously, though we may 
withhold names at our discretion.

Correction on name
It was with equal parts irony and 
disappointment that we saw our 
school represented as Dock Christian 
Academy rather than Dock Mennonite 
Academy on page 12 of your January 
issue. This inadvertent error does not 
diminish our belief in and support 
for the distinctives of Mennonite 
education and the vital role it plays in 
faith formation. We are grateful to The 
Mennonite for drawing attention to 
that role in so many positive ways.  

—Conrad Swartzentruber, Superintendent, 
Dock Mennonite Academy, Souderton, Pa.

Editor’s note: We regret the error.

A necessary conversation
We agree with Suzanne Ehst (“A 
Necessary Conversation,” January) that 
we need to think about how we can 
support both Mennonite schools and 
public education. We take advantage 
of a Virginia tax credit program that 
effectively allows us to eliminate our 
state tax liability by contributing to 
scholarships for Eastern Mennonite 
School. But we also write a check 
each year to the local public school 
our grandchildren attend to support 
their work. Both Mennonite schools 
and public schools have important 
missions that need our help.   

—Ruth and Timothy Stoltzfus Jost, 
Harrisonburg, Va.

Mennonite education
The January issue motivates me to 
share about education. At age 83, I’ve 
observed many folks with an eighth- to 
10th-grade education earn a living, 
raise children, support churches, be 
ordained ministers. But the sacrifices, 
prayers to build Mennonite schools, 
the opportunities and blessings 
from a Mennonite education bring 
thanksgiving, praise and glory to God.

—Art Martin, Goshen, Ind.

Hope for the future
Hope for the future needs to move 
from hope to reality, from future to 
now. We need to stop consulting and 
move to transformation. 

The event prides themselves in being 
inclusive, yet everyone is expected to 
communicate in English. Many of my 
constituents are excluded from this 
event because of the language barrier. 

We need to tell our white brothers 
and sisters to walk alongside us. They 
cannot fight our struggles, but they 
can be in solidarity with us. We need to 
speak up in love and address the blind 
privilege and oppressive systems of 
our white brothers and sisters. 

I’ve felt hurt by Mennonite Church 
USA. At a time when dreamers are 
under threat for deportation, my 
denomination is silent. The growth 
of the church comes mainly from 
immigrant communities. The larger 
churches are Hispanic and have a high 
percentage of dreamers. 

Instead we are dealing with other 
social issues and play ignorant to the 
oppression the margins are facing. I 
hope the future does not become a 
distraction for our current struggles.

—Martin Navarro, Goshen, Ind.

Grieved by derogatory 
remarks toward Haiti, El 
Salvador, Africa
An open letter to our brothers and 
sisters here and around the world:

Jesus taught that the greatest 
commandments are “Love the Lord 

4
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LE T TERS

READERS’ POLL

Look for the next 
poll question on The 

Mennonite’s Facebook 
and Twitter pages.

your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your mind and 
with all your strength” and, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” You, our brothers 
and sisters from around the world, 
have loved us as neighbors, and we are 
honored to know and love all of you.

We are blessed to have Haitians 
worshiping with us. We are blessed to 
have a wonderful student from Mali in 
our midst. Among us are individuals 
who have lived in African countries 
and others who have lived in Haiti. 
A person who grew up among us is 
now living and working in Burundi. 
There are hundreds of thousands 
of Mennonites in Ethiopia and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. These 
global relationships are a blessing.

We want you to know that we are 
grieved by derogatory remarks 
reportedly made concerning Haiti, El 
Salvador and African nations. We know 
that none of us are perfect, but we feel 
called to say that these words do not 
speak for us. 

We want to declare clearly that God 
loves all people, that all people are 
created in God’s image and that God is 
Lord of all nations.

May the power of God’s love unfold in 
our world.

— Kay Fleming, Wellman, Iowa 
Tom Fleming, Wellman, Iowa 

Lon Marshall, Kalona, Iowa 
Kate Slater, Parnell, Iowa 

John Blosser Yoder, Wellman, Iowa 
Judy Yoder, Kalona, Iowa 

Dick Yoder-Short, Kalona, Iowa 
Jane Yoder-Short, Kalona, Iowa 

and signed by 60 people

Health-care costs
Regarding “Why Health Care Costs So 
Much” (February): Over my 40-year 
career as a registered nurse, I’ve come 
to some personal conclusions about 
the U.S. health-care system.

1. Health care in the United States is a 
business, not a gift or a right. For British 
citizens, health care is a right they 
enjoy, funded by their taxes. The goal 
of any business is to make money.

2. In the United States, we hold no 
one responsible for their health. I have 
given up counting the number of 

patients I have cared for who smoke, 
don’t care what their blood sugar is 
and are grossly overweight. When was 
the last time you heard of a person 
coming to the ER, only to be told, “Go 
home, lose 50 pounds, stop smoking, 
take your medications as prescribed, 
and then we will treat you”?

3. We fear death in this country. The 
overwhelming majority of health-care 
dollars are spent in the final 18-24 
months of a person’s life. And we, 
purported followers of Christ, are no 
different in our fear.

A single-payer system, funded by 
taxes, may be the answer, but I doubt 
we would like the limits on access 
and costs this would cause. We may 
complain about the high costs of 
health care, but we are to a degree 
addicted to unlimited access and the 
newest technologies that promise us 
eternal youth and immortality—if we 
are willing to pay.

—Hank Rossiter, Dalton, Ohio

Esther Koontz wins 
injunction
I'm glad that the judge sees the 
unconstitutionality of these laws. It 
will be interesting to see if this impacts 
support of Ben Cardin's federal bill.

—Jake Janzen, themennonite.org

This month, we focus on spiritual resilience, which one writer defines as what 
"connects brave hope in God with concrete action on behalf of others."

Joanne Gallardo (page 10) writes as a person of color and reflects on what 
she has learned from the writings of James Baldwin. Marlene Kropf (page 14) 
draws lessons from the Welcoming Prayer to help us on our spiritual journey. 
Kelly Bates Ogleby (page 18) reflects on how spiritual resilience strengthens 
us in faith and unity. Ben Tapper (page 20) proclaims that God is with us in our 
greatest suffering. Melanie Howard (page 23) reflects on the Apostle Paul's 
resilience in Acts 16. And Cameron Altaras (page 25) tells how community 
helped her be resilient in the face of abuse.

We note (page 6) that Glen Guyton has been named the new executive director 
of MC USA. Be sure to look for more articles at themennonite.org.—Editor

IN THIS ISSUE

30.8% 
I’m giving up something. 

7.7% 
I usually give up something,  

but not this year.

61.5% 
I’m not giving up something.  

0% 
What’s Lent? 

How 
are you 

responding 
to Lent?
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Glen Guyton named next 
executive director of 
Mennonite Church USA
The Mennonite Church USA Executive 
Board (EB) has announced that Glen 
Guyton will serve as the new executive 
director of MC USA. He will begin a 
three-year term on May 1.

The Executive Director Search 
Committee recommended Guyton 
to the EB in a video conference 
call on Feb. 6. Based on the search 
committee’s recommendation, the EB 
voted unanimously to hire Guyton to 
lead the church forward.

Guyton joined the MC USA staff in 2009 
as director of intercultural relations and 
for the next five years held various staff 
roles related to finance and convention 
planning. In 2014, he became the 
Chief Operating Officer and director of 
convention planning, the role in which 

News Briefs

he currently serves. His first staff role 
with a Mennonite organization began 
in 1998 as an insurance counselor 
for Mennonite Mutual Aid (now 
Everence). He served as a member 
of MC USA’s Executive Board from 
2007–2009 and served on the board 
of Eastern Mennonite University from 
2003–2007. He holds a master’s degree 
in education and lives in San Antonio 
with his wife, Cyndi, and children 
Andre-A and Alex. He is a member of 
San Antonio Mennonite Church.

"At heart, my work is equipping the 
next generation to understand and live 
out their call,” says Guyton.

The executive director reports to 
the EB, and responsibilities include 
supervising the MC USA staff to 

effectively resource and empower 
congregations, conferences and 
agencies to join in God’s activity in the 
world and leading the denomination 
in achieving measurable progress 
on churchwide priorities. A key 
responsibility for Guyton will be 
guiding the denomination’s Journey 
Forward process, which grew from 
his development of the 2017 Future 
Church Summit.

Ervin Stutzman, current executive 
director, announced his retirement on 
March 30, 2017. His final day serving in 
this role will be April 30.

—Mennonite Church USA

Hope for the Future holds 
seventh annual gathering
The annual Hope for the Future (HFF) 
gathering took place Feb. 8-11 in San 
Antonio, Texas, under the theme “The 
people are marching! Where are the 
saints?”

HFF gatherings bring together leaders 
of color from across Mennonite Church 
USA, sometimes with white allies, to 
explore the ways power, privilege and 
racism function in our denomination. 
This was the seventh HFF gathering for 
networking, support, conversation and 
generating change.

This year’s theme was inspired by 
the title of Vincent Harding’s address 
to Mennonite World Conference in 
1967, “The beggars are marching.…
Where are the saints?” There Harding 
asked if the church is on the side of the 
oppressor or the oppressed.

Student success featured at research fair
Emily Rush, a senior English major from Quakertown, Pa., explains her 
research on the inequalities in school funding with James Harder, president 
of Bluffton (Ohio) University. Rush was one of more than 60 students who 
presented during Bluffton University’s annual research fair. Students were 
nominated by faculty to showcase their academic achievements.  
—Bluffton University

Tr
ic

ia
 B

el
l, 

B
lu

ff
to

n 
U

ni
ve

rs
it

y

COMPILED BY  

GORDON HOUSER

Jerrell Williams (above), a master 
of divinity student at Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary and a student 
assistant pastor at Pittsburgh 
Mennonite Church, reflected on 
attending the gathering: "When I 
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arrived, I was pleasantly surprised 
at what I saw: All different shades 
represented in one room. I didn’t even 
know we had that many people of 
color in the Mennonite church."

He concluded his reflection with this: 
"I am black. I am a Mennonite. I am 
a Christian. I am a child of God. And 
I will continue to walk alongside my 
brothers and sisters of color as we 
continue to fight for justice for all in 
our fallen world."

—TMail

Mennonite educators seek 
‘Unexpected Encounters’ 
The Mennonite Educators Conference 
met Feb. 1-3 in Leesburg, Va., under the  
theme “Unexpected Encounters…God 
Surprises.”

Hosted by Mennonite Education 
Agency, the annual conference aims 
to provide professional development 
and networking opportunities for 
educators in early childhood schools 
through grade 12, and engage in 
current trends and innovative practices 
in education and faith formation. This 
year’s conference attracted about 440 
educators from 18 Mennonite schools 
and three universities, with attendees 
representing five countries: Albania, 
Canada, Colombia, Puerto Rico and the 
United States.

Keynote speaker Daniel Porterfield, 
president of Franklin and Marshall 
College, focused on “composing the 
place” for students, asking educators to 
reflect deeply on the context in which 
students are formed.

The second keynote speaker, Sarah 
Bixler, a doctoral student in practical 
theology at Princeton Theological 
Seminary, focused on intentionally 
integrating spiritual formation into the 
educational process.

—Mennonite Education Agency

Junior high youth return 
from camp after bus crash
Junior high youth groups from three 
Mennonite congregations in Hesston 
and North Newton, Kan., returned 

Proclaiming the message
This garbage truck was spotted in Harrisonburg, Va.  
—Mennonite Creation Care Network

safely on Jan. 23, after their bus 
crashed on icy roads in Colorado on 
Jan. 21 on the way from snow camp. 
They spent two extra nights there, 
waiting for the roads to clear. Only the 
bus driver was seriously injured.

On Jan. 19, the groups, consisting of 
53 youth and adult leaders from Bethel 
College Mennonite Church in North 
Newton, Hesston Mennonite Church 
and Whitestone Mennonite Church in 
Hesston, traveled to Rocky Mountain 
Mennonite Camp near Divide, Colo., for 
the annual weekend event.

On the return trip, near Stratton, Colo., 
the bus came upon a semi that had 
jackknifed in the right lane of Interstate 
70. The bus was not able to avoid 
impact and slid to a stop.

Emergency services arrived and took 
the bus driver to the hospital. The 
passengers boarded school buses and 
went to nearby Burlington, where they 
stayed until Jan. 23. 

—Gordon Houser for TMail 

Esther Koontz wins 
injunction in fight for 
conscience in boycott
The American Civil Liberties Union 
won an early victory Jan. 30 in its 

federal lawsuit arguing that a Kansas 
law requiring Esther Koontz, a public 
school educator, to certify that she 
won’t boycott Israel violates her First 
Amendment rights, according to aclu.
org/news.

Koontz, a member of First Mennonite 
Church, Hutchinson, Kan., is a math 
and science coach for teachers in the 
Wichita (Kan.) public school system 
and was chosen to participate in a 
statewide program to train other 
math teachers. Last July, she says, she 
received a note from the Kansas State 
Department of Education informing 
her that in order to participate in the 
training program, she would need to 
sign a document stating that she does 
not boycott Israel. When she refused 
to sign the statement as a matter of 
conscience, she was informed that she 
could not participate in the program.

A federal judge issued a preliminary 
injunction blocking enforcement 
of the law while the case filed last 
October proceeds. It is the first ruling 
addressing a recent wave of laws 
nationwide aiming to punish people 
who boycott Israel.

—Gordon Houser for TMail 

Read longer versions of 
these and other articles at 
themennonite.org.
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Blessed are the handouts
“In the developing world,” writes Bruce 
Wydick, “giving cash to the poor not 
only keeps kids nourished, healthy 
and going to school, it appears to 
encourage work, investment and 
entrepreneurialism rather than 
discourage it. Indeed, a recent 
study by economists at MIT across 
six developing countries found 
no discernable evidence that cash 
transfers discouraged work among the 
poor overseas.”

—Christianity Today

143%
Increase in number of U.S. cities in 
the last 10 years with laws against 

vehicle-dwelling.

—Pacific Standard

Miscellany
COMPILED BY  

GORDON HOUSER

Number of U.S. veterans who 
 have been waiting more than  

30 years for decisions on 
 disability-benefits appeals: 

22
Who have been waiting  

more than 50 years:

2
—Harper’s

50
Between 2000 and 2010, an average 

of 50 football fields’ worth of trees 
were cleared every minute.

—Pacific Standard

The environmental movement 
is the only progressive 
movement in the U.S. that is 
explicitly racially segregated.

—Van Jones in Pacific Standard

Tiny homes for homeless
Tiny homes have become a unique 
ministry opportunity for churches. 
In some cities, such as Nashville, 
Tenn., and Bozeman, Mont., faith 
communities are donating time 
and money to develop tiny-home 
neighborhoods for homeless people. 
Elsewhere, churches are putting these 
houses on their own property and 
creating a more direct link between 
their members and people in need.

—Deseret News InDepth

Iceland to enforce equal 
pay standard
Iceland has begun putting in place 
a law that requires companies and 
government agencies to prove they 
are paying men and women equally, 
positioning the country at the forefront 
of global efforts to minimize gender 
inequality. The Equal Pay Standard 
took effect Jan. 1. It says companies 
with 25 full-time employees or more 
must analyze their salary structures 
every three years to ensure that men 
and women are being paid the same 
amount for doing the same jobs. 
Then they must report back to the 
government for certification or face 
penalties that include fines.

—New York Times

The fall of Rome
St. Salvian the Presbyter, who 
lived during the fall of the Roman 
Empire, explained its collapse this 
way: The elite kept all the resources 
for themselves, which burdened 
poor people. The poor became so 
dissatisfied with the Roman system 
that they identified with the barbarian 
invaders, who they thought treated 
them better.

—Christian Century

$ = $
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CONGREGATIONAL SNAPSHOT

1

Iglesia Menonita 
Encuentro de 
Renovacion

1. Marta Rodriguez with granddaughter Keilany Dubon

2. Angelica Salgado

3. Roberto Pena (left), Marilyn and Mirtza Mendoza

4. From left are Andrea Bodden, Enrique Acosta, 
Joseph Bodden, Roberto Pena and Marilyn Mendoza.

Photos by Andrew Bodden

Mami, Fla.
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BY  JOANNE GALL ARDO

The color of resiliency
Learning from James Baldwin
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hen I was a senior 
in college, I took 
a theology course 

unlike any I had encountered. 
Instead of books by Barth and 
Bultmann, I was given articles 
about the life of Dorothy Day, 
poetry by Maya Angelou and 
what would become a prized 
possession, a book of selected 
works by James Baldwin. Inside 
were thoughts on poverty, race, 
patriotism, history and God. At 
the time, I was disappointed. 
Surely this wasn’t theology. I 
was preparing for seminary; I 
wanted to hear what the “right 
people” thought. 

The “right people” were white 
European men of a certain age 
who, to my 21-year-old mind, 
were foundational for my future 
as a pastor or teacher. These 
important concepts and ideas 
could not, I thought, be taught 
through an author I had never 
read who wasn’t even Christian. I 
was wrong. 

For Baldwin, everything tied 
together. Growing up black in 
Harlem could not be separated 
from American history, which 
could not be separated from 
classism, which could not be 
separated from one’s concept of 
God. This quote from The Fire 
Next Time was a slap in my face: 
“If the concept of God has any 
validity or any use, it can only be 
to make us larger, freer and more 

W loving. If God cannot do this, 
then it is time we got rid of him.” 
Getting rid of God? What right 
had we to dictate what the notion 
of God does or does not do? Yet 
there was something sacred in this 
assertion that kept me reading 
then and keeps me reading now.

 In Baldwin’s connectedness, 
I saw correlations with my own 
story. I could not separate my 
experience of God from my 
experience of being Latina or 
from growing up female or from 
my family’s poverty. All these 
were the link between God, me 
and others. In these merging 
experiences were stories, and 
the theme of these stories was 
resiliency. 

Resiliency is the ability to 
bounce back and self-regulate 
after a period of turmoil or 
hardship. The ability to be 
resilient is the essence of who my 
people are, and it’s an attribute I 
hope to possess. My people were 
migrant workers, factory workers 
and ranch hands, people whose 
skin was dark from the sun and 
indigenous genes that went back 
centuries, people who are either 
persona non grata in their own 
country or the “diversity” tipping 
point of a well-meaning white, 
liberal institution. This is the 
catch many people of color face 
daily; either a person of color is 
not wanted due to a perceived 
sense of overpopulation or very 
much wanted due to a perceived 

sense of guilt, both speaking 
little of actual people of color but 
volumes about white folk. 

Resiliency is found in the 
stories of our common faith 
tradition. Not only does the 
biblical narrative illustrate God’s 
people persisting against all odds, 
our Anabaptist tradition holds 
myriad stories in Martyrs’ Mirror, 
literally illustrating joy and 
faith in the midst of great strife. 
These Anabaptists were also the 
persecuted minority at a certain 
time in history, and Martyrs’ 
Mirror is our window into the 
lives of people who confessed their 
faith, and resilience, unto death. 

For those of us who claim the 
Anabaptist tradition as full heirs 
and claim their heritage as people 
of color, Baldwin’s words carry 
weight. They carry the heaviness 
of living under the thumb of 
institutionalized racism. They 
carry the burden of both joy and 
suffering in the same body. They 
carry the force of someone who 
is tired of pushing yet continues 
to do so as a means of survival. 
Baldwin’s words hold the story 
of the resiliency of people of 
color. No one is calling to be rid 
of God, especially not Baldwin. 
He calls us to be harbingers of a 
freer, bigger, more loving God, a 
God bigger than the institutional 
church, a God who doesn’t wither 
under the stress of racism that 
lurks under the guise of diversity, 
a God who perseveres in the face 

I could not separate my experience 
of God from my experience of being 
Latina or from growing up female or 

from my family’s poverty.

Photo of Lake Powell from Creative Commons
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Joanne Gallardo 
is pastor of faith 
formation at Berkey 
Avenue Mennonite 
Fellowship in 
Goshen, Ind.

of a nation that conflates “white” 
and “right.” One need look no 
further than the stories of the 
Civil Rights movement to see 
that people carried this concept of 
resiliency unto death, not unlike 
the martyrs of our collective 
tradition. 

For many people of color, talk 
of resiliency calls to mind times 
when our resiliency has been 
tested. For me, many of these 
stories originate in the church. 
I have worshiped with mostly 
white people my entire life. 
There were times when this was 
the only option, while at other 
times it was not and other factors 
caused me to choose a church 
that happened to be mostly white. 
For people of color, this often 
comes with a price. To be in, take 
up space in and move into white 
space frequently means giving 
up something. Sometimes that’s 
comfort, parts of our identity or 
our history. 

Difference makes people 
uncomfortable. A concept I hear 
many white people talk about 
is a twisted version of equality: 
“We are all equal here. Your 
background doesn’t matter; we 
don’t see race; we all are one in 
the body.” Churches love to tell 
this to new members. It’s a nice 
concept, but people do see race, 
our backgrounds do matter, and 
not all of us feel as if we are one. 
I don’t want to be one; I want to 
be me. 

For decades I have appeased 
and placated those who insist I 
become white. I have listened 
to those who insist I read white 
authors, listen to white music, 
speak like other white people, 
dress like a white woman, worship 
a white god, become what they 
are trying to become, which 
is their version of a “Christian 
woman” born out of experiences 
of privilege, power and perceived 
virtue. 

That’s not going to happen. 
My God has taught me to be 

resilient. And with that resiliency 
comes resistance to those who 
homogenize personhood. My 
God has taught me I can be both 
myself and a Christian. I can 
worship a broader version of God, 
a God who looks like me, who 
sees my difference and celebrates 

it, who knows my experiences of 
racism and deplores it, one who 
appreciates my worship for what 
it is, a reflection of who I am and 
who God has created me to be. In 
the midst of this, God transcends 
my perceptions and who I am as 
a person and is at work in me, 
moving me beyond myself and my 
own experience, allowing me also 
to share God with my neighbor, 
someone God also loves in their 
uniqueness. The world would 
have us narrow our vision of God, 
making God a being who speaks 
to certain people, in a certain 
way, who would have us exclude 
and deny instead of embrace and 
celebrate. 

This is the god we have no use 
for, the one Baldwin spoke of. 
This god does not want people to 
become bigger but smaller, doesn’t 
want us free but wants us in 
chains. This god doesn’t want us 
more loving but more fearful. This 
is the god of white supremacy. 
And we have no use for him. 

Maybe Baldwin is calling us to 
lose our idols and follow the God 
we know who provides freedom, a 
voice and unending love? Maybe 
this is the God of the Martyrs’ 
Mirror who delivers us from our 
temporal pain and suffering and 
opens their arms, inviting us to 
eternal welcome and joy. In this 
God there is no room for the rich 
and powerful but plenty of space 
for the poor and resilient. For this 
is the God of our salvation, who 
will lead us through our trials and 
tribulations into a stronger, more 
resilient kingdom. 

For many people 
of color, talk of 
resiliency calls to 
mind times when 
our resiliency has 
been tested.

Allan Warren Properties
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Healthy sexuality in 
our congregations

Wednesday, April 11
3-4 pm EDT

Why should the church be 
talking about sexuality? What 
role can the church play in 
fostering and supporting 
healthy views of sexuality?

Katherine Goerzen 
is co-pastor of Tabor 
Mennonite Church 
in Newton, Kansas, 
where her ministry 
focuses on worship 
and youth. She has 

created and led conversations 
about healthy sexuality in multiple 
congregations.

Benjamin Reynolds’ 
deep interest in an 
inclusive theology 
led him to pursue 
his doctorate in 
Theology, Ethics and 
Human Science at 

Chicago Theological Seminary. He 
is pastor of First Church of the 
Brethren in Chicago.

mcc.org/wwso

Sexualized violence and 
the church: An MCC webinar series

We Will Speak Out is an MCC U.S. initiative that seeks to strengthen 
and equip people to recognize and respond to sexualized violence.

Register now!
Visit mcc.org/wwso for more information and to register for 
one or more webinars.
About two weeks after each event, a recording of the webinar will be available at mcc.org/wwso.

Mennonite Central Committee is hosting free webinars to help you help your 
congregation create a community of care for those affected by harm, and find  
life-giving ways to talk about healthy sexuality and sexualized violence.

Sexualized violence – 
How should  
churches respond?

Wednesday, May 9
3-4 pm EDT

What do we mean when we 
talk about sexualized violence? 
What do we do when our 
congregations experience 
sexualized violence?

Cyneatha Millsaps 
is MCC Great Lakes 
program director and 
pastor of Community 
Mennonite Church in 
Markham, Illinois. 

Silvia Rios serves as 
West Coast MCC office 
coordinator and works 
with victims of crime 
through its Victim 
Service Unit program. 
She also is a chaplain  
in the local police 
department.

Healthy masculinity

Wednesday, June 13  
3-4 pm EDT 

How can the church prepare 
men to talk to their sons about 
healthy masculinity? What 
should men tell boys about 
sexual violence? 

Glen Guyton is the 
incoming executive 
director of Mennonite 
Church USA (May 
2018), and a 
passionate speaker, 
writer and advocate 

for youth development and for 
building intercultural competency 
in organizations.

Isaac Villegas is pastor 
of Chapel Hill (North 
Carolina) Mennonite 
Fellowship. He is 
a member of the 
governing board of the 
North Carolina Council 

of Churches and has served on the 
denominational board of Mennonite 
Church USA.



For the long haul
The Welcoming Prayer  
helps us on our spiritual journey

BY  MARLENE KROPF
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the daily challenge of yielding 
to the Spirit’s gentle and 
sometimes insistent nudges 
can be wearisome. The church 
eventually disappoints, with its 
hesitance to take risks for the sake 
of the gospel or its capitulation to 
power. Despite many centuries of 
Christian witness, violence and 
exploitation too often gain the 
upper hand in the world. The rich 
get richer; the poor get poorer; 
the young and weak perish; the 
wicked prosper. Eventually we are 
overwhelmed by the hopelessness 
and futility of the whole 
enterprise.

When our illusions evaporate 
and we totter on the brink of 
despair, we need another kind of 
prayer. Though “Help!” is a good 
start, it may not suffice for the 
inner transformation we need.

When the psalmist comes to 
such a place, the prayer that rises 
is:
Search me, O God, and know my heart; 
test me and know my thoughts. 
See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting. 
—Psalm 139:23-24

In this prayer, the psalmist 
opens to the probing searchlight 
of the Spirit. Yet this prayer is 
not just a confession or a cry 
for help; it asks for more, for 
a transformation that leads to 
everlasting life. 

Welcoming prayer

The psalmist’s prayer reminds 
me of the Welcoming Prayer, 
a challenging but trustworthy 

S omeone once told me, 
“The spiritual journey 
is not a sprint; it’s a 

marathon.” In other words, 
the lifelong journey toward 
Christian maturity requires 
endurance and resilience.

“You know that the testing of 
your faith produces endurance,” 
James writes. “We call blessed 
those who showed endurance” 
(James 1:3; 5:11). So where do 
Christians find the fortitude that 
sustains them in trying times? 
What keeps faith fresh, vibrant 
and hopeful, even in the midst 
of disappointment, failure and 
tragedy?

Pain and suffering come to all 
of us. No matter our age, status, 
gender, race or culture, none of 
us is immune to the brokenness 
of being human. Bent under the 
burden of sorrow, we cry out, like 
Jesus, for our cup of anguish to be 
removed. 

“Help!” is our instinctive 
prayer of petition when buffeted 
in a storm. And God and the 
Christian community come to our 
rescue, sustaining us, embracing 
us, holding us as we seek to regain 
balance.

Loss of illusions

But there is another kind 
of testing during the spiritual 
marathon to maturity: the 
withering of hope and trust. 
Though the Christian life may 
begin in a flush of ecstasy, 
disillusionment often sets in. 
New Christians discover that 

For the long haul
When our illusions evaporate and 
we totter on the brink of despair, 

we need another kind of prayer.

Photo by Marlene Kropf
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spiritual practice I have found 
for developing stamina for the 
long haul of transformation. 
I first learned of this prayer 
through the writings of Cynthia 
Bourgeault (see chapter 13 of her 
book Centering Prayer and Inner 
Awakening). Expanding from 
quiet forms of prayer in which we 
open ourselves to God’s presence 
and listen for God’s whispers of 
love and delight, the Welcoming 
Prayer is a way of praying that 
puts us in the path of something 
more: the Spirit’s desire to cleanse, 
transform and make us whole. 

None of us can foresee the 
depth of transformation needed 
when we embark on our spiritual 
journey. None of us can fully 
grasp the distortions that have 
taken hold of us—our blind spots, 
judgments, entitlements, ego-

driven agendas and all the “-isms” 
of our surrounding cultures. 
But the Spirit knows us through 
and through and “intercedes 
with sighs too deep for words” 
(Romans 8:26).

The format of the Welcoming 
Prayer is simple: 
1. Become fully present to 

whatever disturbs us (the most 
recent newscast, the behavior 
of a friend or church member, a 
health issue, financial stresses, 
our own failure).

2. Welcome the disturbance 
(create inner hospitality).

3. Let it go into God’s hands 
(release our controlling desires 
and yield to God’s loving 
purposes).

Though it sounds simple, the 
prayer is anything but easy. It’s 
a marathon practice, not a quick 

sprint to escape what  
overwhelms us. 

Presence

Because disturbances that 
trouble us affect us so deeply, 
the Welcoming Prayer invites us 
to begin by noticing tension or 
unease in our bodies. We store 
our fear, anxiety, judgments and 
despair in our physical bodies. 
And even though we often flee to 
our minds to fix or control what 
is wrong, we cannot be healed 
without claiming the reality of our 
whole selves. 

Hospitality

Welcome feels counterintuitive 
when all we really want is to get 
rid of whatever troubles us. The 
posture of welcome, however, 
opens our whole being to the 
larger picture. We begin to see 
as God sees—our complicity as 
well as the complexity of others’ 
motives and desires. Our embrace 
widens. 

The pause to welcome is often 
the hardest stretch because it takes 
time and courageous honesty. No 
transformation can happen with 
lip service alone. An interval of 
silence is usually required. The 
Spirit is making space for love to 
blossom—love for ourselves and 
for others. Our whole being must 
consent to the Spirit’s work.

Release

We let go of our hoped-for 
outcomes and yield to the energy 
of love. We trust the Spirit to 
continue working—within us and 

Resilience is rooted 
in trust, in being 
deeply grounded in 
God’s love

Photo by Marlene Kropf
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Marlene Kropf is 
retired from teaching 
at Anabaptist 
Mennonite Biblical 
Seminary, Elkhart, 
Ind., and from 
Mennonite Church 
USA. She is a spiritual 
director and retreat 
leader and lives in 
Port Townsend, Wash. 
She and Stanley, 
her husband, are 
members of Portland 
(Ore.) Mennonite 
Church.

beyond us, bringing cleansing, 
healing and renewal.

We may need to repeat the 
Welcoming Prayer daily.

A gift from the Christian 
spiritual tradition

In the marathon toward 
Christian maturity, the 
Welcoming Prayer is a gift from 
the Christian spiritual tradition 
to help us “grow up in every way 
into Christ” (Ephesians 4:15). 
No longer children tossed about 
by whatever comes our way, we 
develop stamina for the rigorous 
journey to wholeness.

Resilience doesn’t come 
from endurance alone—gritting 
our teeth and sticking it out. 
Resilience is rooted in trust, in 
being deeply grounded in God’s 
love, in desiring to be part of 
God’s creative, transforming work 
in the world. It is strengthened 
by participation in a Christian 
community that prays and acts 
with integrity.

Resilience may put a spring 
in our steps because we are 
connected with the Love at the 
heart of the universe. We may 
become pliant, flexible partners 
in the Spirit’s dance. And in that 
dance we receive the gift of hope, 
a gift that sustains and renews us 
to everlasting life. 

Your kids are 
spreading 

their wings. 
Are you ready?

Launching your children can 
be scary, and some days it 
might make you crazy. But 
you’ve been raising them to 
do just this. Fledge will help 
you release your children 
into the future that God has 
planned for them.

Order today at 1-800-245-7894,
HeraldPress.com, and your favorite bookseller.
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Between  
starshine and clay

Spiritual resilience strengthens  
us in faith and unity

BY  KELLY BATES OGLEBY

Just weeks after flood waters damaged or 
destroyed the majority of houses in their 
community, residents of Rishidev Tol 
village in Nepal constructed a bamboo 
swing for their children to celebrate 
Nepal's upcoming Dashain holidays.

MCC photo by Daphne Fowler
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on’t you celebrate  
with me

what i have shaped into

a kind of life? i had no model.

born in babylon

both nonwhite and woman

what did i see to be except 
myself?

i made it up

here on this bridge between

starshine and clay,

my one hand holding tight

my other hand; come celebrate

with me that everyday

something has tried to kill me

and has failed.

These words of Lucille Clifton 
remind me of ancestors unknown 
and loved ones not yet born. 
Being born into oppression, 
marginalization and invisibility 
demands resilience if one is to 
thrive and continue this resistance 
to evil. 

Robert J. Wicks’ definition 
provides infrastructure: “Spiritual 
resilience is not simply about 
recovering from adversity. It is 
about bouncing back in a way 
that deeper knowledge of both 
God and self may result. With the 
right guidance, during difficult 
times and periods of confusion, 
pain and stress, we have a unique 
opportunity to nurture our 
relationship with God and enable 
it to grow in surprising ways.”

Too often the worn and useless 
trope of the strong black woman 
serves to obstruct the view, halt 
the embrace and block the support 
of others. The condition and care 
of the black woman in our midst 
reveals the genuine compassion or 
lack thereof we have for all. 

As I consider the 

circumstances of my life that have 
developed or demanded spiritual 
resilience I find myself resonating 
with biblical characters. I connect 
with Dorcas/Tabitha, who uses 
her skills, gifts and remnants to 
provide for the invisible, forgotten 
and rejected. Her religion was 
relational and practical. 

Dorcas understood that in the 
midst of whatever her hardship, 
she could care for others. She 
crafted a ministry to the needy 
with unwanted or unneeded 
remnants. 

In ministry, I seek ways to 
serve others without regard for my 
circumstances. No longer a pastor, 
no longer a salary, yet I seek ways 
to serve while balancing myself. 
I seek resilience, flexibility and 
intentionality in being present 
with others in their time of need. 
I visit the imprisoned, comfort 
the family of crime victims and 
encourage those weary of the 
world and wary of the church. 

It is exhausting and 
exhilarating to live intentionally 
in community with others. 
I’m exhausted from explaining 
microaggressions in ministry that 
well-intentioned but misinformed 
people perpetuate and perpetrate. 
There is no level of money 
management that will balance 
a budget that began in deficit. 
People cannot save when they lack 
resources for basics. It’s hard to 
witness poverty; it’s hard to have 
people ask for help. It’s far harder 
to have and not need. 

All of us need spiritual 
resilience. We need to experience 
the holiness that only comes as 
we walk through the darkness 
together. As we connect one to 
the other, carrying the infirm, 
comforting the distressed and 
nourishing the needy, we grow 
stronger as the body of Christ. 

We need to abandon 

Kelly Bates Ogleby 
is an associate pastor 
with Free Will Baptist 
congregation in 
Indianapolis.

We need to 
experience the 
holiness that 
only comes as we 
walk through the 
darkness together.

traditional ways, reach beyond 
comfort zones and experience 
fresh dimensions of God. As 
we resolve to look at everyone 
as created in the image of God, 
people will appear more similar to 
you. Spiritual resilience empowers 
us to extend hospitality as a 
discipline of our Christian faith. 

Spiritual resilience opens you 
to celebrate with me and others 
the life we have fashioned on the 
margins, just beyond the borders. 
We will discover joy, peace and 
wonder as we come to know God 
from the fragments and remnants 
of our lives. The beauty from the 
ashes of our despair gives hope to 
others and joy to us. Our moaning 
of distress transforms to anthems 
of worship. Spiritual resilience 
will strengthen us to continue in 
our faith with unity. 

Let us hold tightly without wavering 
to the hope we affirm, for God can 
be trusted to keep his promise. Let us 
think of ways to motivate one another 
to acts of love and good works. And let 
us not neglect our meeting together, 
as some people do, but encourage one 
another, especially now that the day of 
his return is drawing near. 
—Hebrews  10:23-25, NLT

w



This is the frame of the first latrine to 
be built as part of an MCC-supported 
project in the rural community of 
Wopisa-Gabriyèl, Haiti.  

MCC photo by Ted Oswald
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A  MA L N O U R I S H E D 

hen I was 6 years 
old, I saw my 
stepfather attack 

my younger sister. She gasped 
for air as his hands tightened 
around her throat. Panic crept 
over her face and swept through 
me. As her older brother, I 
wanted to protect her. I tried 
desperately to move or speak, 
but I froze, overwhelmed by 
fear. I could do nothing but 
watch in horror. After what 
felt like eternity, my mother 
intervened, and my stepdad 
released my sister. She survived 
with no long-term physical 
trauma, though we continue to 
carry the scars from that day, I 
imagine.

It seems like the most 
unhelpful questions are the easiest 
to ask. Where was God? Was 
that part of God’s plan? Why 

God is with us in our greatest suffering

BY   BEN TAPPER

W didn’t God intervene sooner? Such 
questions are based on unhealthy 
assumptions about who God is 
and how God relates to us. The 
assumptions that God is all-
powerful, loves everyone and that 
everything happens according to 
God’s plan are problematic when 
taken together, yet we’ve peddled 
these in church for years. There 
is no more obvious example of 
this than the narrative of Jesus’ 
crucifixion and resurrection. 

Every spring, congregations 
commemorate Good Friday and 
recognize the death of Jesus 
while also looking toward the 
main event of the Resurrection. 
We have reduced Holy Week 
to a lengthy celebration of the 
Resurrection. We don’t mourn 
the devastation of Good Friday 
because our eyes are already 
turned toward the celebration that 
comes two days later. We accept 

the premise that both Good 
Friday and Resurrection Sunday 
were part of the divine plan. God 
intended Jesus to be betrayed, 
murdered and resurrected so that 
humanity could be atoned. Out 
of love, God wanted there to 
be a way made for humanity to 
reconnect with the divine, so he 
sent his Son, Jesus, to become the 
ultimate sacrifice needed to restore 
humanity in our sin. 

But if God uses violence 
for redemptive purposes in the 
Crucifixion story, what keeps God 
from doing so in our lives today? 
With this understanding of God, 
isn’t it possible God wanted my 
sister to be choked in order to 
accomplish some greater purpose? 
Or did God even passively allow 
it? Another conclusion we could 
draw is that God would have 
stepped in and either saved or 
resurrected my sister. My mom 

HOPE
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would not have needed to save her 
because God would have done so. 

Every day, human beings 
become victims to acts of violence. 
Christians who faithfully follow 
God die from starvation, genocide 
and various forms of violence 
while some theologians tell us 
God cares for us, has a master 
plan and will make all things 
right. Yet it is the Crucifixion, 
rather than the Resurrection, 
that feels closer to our everyday 
experience in this world. 

With this in mind, what does 
it mean to speak of hope? Hope 
has become this fuzzy thing 
we equate with sunshine and 
rainbows, but in reality, hope has 
its roots in our darkest of nights. 
Hope is the belief that things can 
be better rather than the certainty 
that they will. Hope requires 
doubt in order to truly be fruitful. 
Without doubt, hope can lead 
to inaction or complacency, and 
for too long the Western church 
has fed its people this insufficient 
hope. 

When we mask the pain of 
the Crucifixion with the joy of 
the Resurrection, we rob from 
ourselves and from each other the 
power of Jesus’ life-affirming good 
news. Perhaps worst of all, we do 
a disservice to those experiencing 
pain or oppression.

However, the perpetuation of a 
malnourished hope is only part of 
the disservice. The other problem 
is that, without doubt, hope 
reduces the incentive for people to 
take ownership of problems like 
systemic racism and misogyny and 
thus perpetuates those problems. 
Put another way, if someone 
believes God is going to make all 
things right, what motivation or 
incentive does that individual have 
to use their abilities or resources 
to combat systemic oppressions? 
Hope that God will prevail in the 

there was a more life-affirming 
way of living and being. Only 
as a reaction to the horrors of 
the Crucifixion does the hope 
of the Resurrection truly birth 
resiliency. The good news of the 
Resurrection is not that God 
planned for Jesus to die brutally so 
that we can be forgiven. The good 
news is that even in the midst of 
the worst pain and oppression 
that can befall us, God is with us, 
actively working to bring freedom 
and healing. 

This good news is salient 
for those who suffer in ways 
that more traditional notions of 
understanding the Crucifixion and 
Resurrection are not. Rather than 
relying on optimism to convince 
ourselves God will eventually 
make everything all right, we 
should understand that safety and 
freedom are not guaranteed but 
that God is always working to 
make them a possibility. It is then 
up to us to work alongside God in 
order to help bring these liberating 
possibilities into reality. 

Ben Tapper is 
faith formation 
coordinator at First 
Mennonite Church in 
Indianapolis.

The good news is 
that even in the 
midst of the worst 
pain and oppression 
that can befall us, 
God is with us, 
actively working to 
bring freedom and 
healing.

end takes the responsibility off the 
church. Only when we make that 
shift from a belief that God will 
prevail to a belief that God can 
prevail does hope truly become 
powerful. 

We can begin to foster a 
healthy hope by re-examining the 
messages we tell about certain 
narratives like the Crucifixion. 
The Asian liberation theologian 
C.S. Song postulates that God 
didn’t plan for Jesus to be crucified 
at all and that God was actually 
horrified at the violent death Jesus 
suffered. This horror manifested 
itself in stunned silence after Jesus 
cried out, “My God, My God, 
why have you forsaken me?” God 
is silent, Song notes, because God 
is horrified. 

As someone who has been 
horrified to the point of silence, 
I can relate to this understanding 
of God during the Crucifixion. 
In that moment when the pain 
on the cross is most intense, God, 
too, is feeling the weight of death 
as Jesus cries out. In that moment, 
there is only pain. Hope is a 
distant memory replaced only by 
sorrow and doubt. 

It didn’t have to end like this. 
Jesus could have continued to 
minister to people. He could have 
continued to train his disciples. 
He could have returned home 
and started a family or even 
helped organize a localized 
reform movement within Judaism. 
Instead he ends up hanging from 
a cross after suffering one of 
the most brutal forms of capital 
punishment the world has ever 
known. 

In response to this shocking 
turn of events, the Resurrection 
occurred and reignited the 
possibility that there is power 
greater than Rome. It stoked 
the flames of hope that told an 
impoverished and destitute people 
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hey went through the 
region of Phrygia and 
Galatia, having been 

forbidden by the Holy Spirit to 
speak the word in Asia. When 
they had come opposite Mysia, 
they attempted to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus 
did not allow them.—Acts 16:6-7

Wet from a shower in which 
I had been brooding over my 
shortcomings, I stood sobbing 

Gentle Resilience 
A reflection on Acts 16:6-10

BY   MEL ANIE HOWARD

in the middle of my kitchen, 
tears mixing with the water 
dripping off my bangs. “I can’t 
do it,” I wailed to my husband. I 
was in the midst of applying to 
doctoral programs, but rather than 
celebrating the many educational 
opportunities I had already 
received, I was despairing over 
what I imagined were too-low test 
scores and unimpressive personal 
statements. I was ready to throw 
in the towel.

Shortly after this soggy 
setback, I heard a sermon on Acts 
16:6-10 that examined an unusual 
event in the Apostle Paul’s 
missionary journeys: a divine 
intervention that turned him 
away from potential missionary 
activity. The sermon highlighted 
Paul’s perseverance in the face 
of thwarted opportunities, and 
it gave me the push I needed to 
complete the application that 
would land me in just the right 

T

Illustration by Rebekah Geiger
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doctoral program. Since then, I 
have returned to this text several 
times to find a model for spiritual 
resilience that is even more 
robust than what I had originally 
imagined. 

The opening of Acts 16 looks 
like the beginning of a recipe for 
success: Paul has been collecting 
an impressive track record on 
a missionary circuit of several 
hundred miles (Acts 15:41), and 
he has acquired a promising new 
partner, Timothy (16:1-3). Their 
combined efforts yield remarkable 
results (16:5), and the partners 
carry on in their work, traveling 
several hundred more miles. All 
signs point to success—until they 
don’t.

Acts 16:6-7 narrates the story 
so quickly it is easy to miss the 
significance of what occurs. Paul 
and Timothy have traversed 
(likely on foot or on rudimentary 
animal-driven transportation) 
several hundred miles, journeys 
that would have taken them 
weeks. Yet when they reach what 
has seemingly been the journey’s 
destination, Bithynia, their efforts 
are thwarted. The narrator of 
this tale passes over this moment 
quickly, but after weeks of hard 
travel, these missionaries were 
likely far more affected than 
what these two verses suggest. I 
imagine Paul and Timothy may 
have been in utter despair. Just as 
they think they have been doing 
the Lord’s work, they are stopped 
in their tracks by none other than 
the “Spirit of Jesus” (16:7). 

The text does not provide a 
narration of the missionaries’ 
personal reflections at this 
point. Indeed, their emotional 
reactions may not have been 
known to anyone but themselves. 
Nonetheless, I can imagine my 
own response to this seeming 

setback: disappointment, sadness, 
frustration, resignation. The text 
does not elaborate on Paul and 
Timothy’s feelings, but it does 
sketch out their next action: They 
keep going (16:8). 

What, then, is the model 
of spiritual resilience Paul and 
Timothy provide? At first, 
it seems to suggest a certain 
spiritual “stick-to-it-iveness,” and 
in a sense, this is true. Paul and 
Timothy stick to their mission, 
despite the unexpected divine 
intervention that sends them in 
a different direction. However, 
this view of spiritual resilience 
is in some ways lacking. Seen 
in this light, spiritual resilience 
becomes barely distinguishable 
from a spiritualized “American 
dream” whereby true heroes are 
able to pull themselves up by their 
bootstraps and persevere. 

The resilience Paul and 
Timothy demonstrate, however, 
goes beyond these trite 
expressions of perseverance. It 
is instead a manifestation of an 
openness to the unpredictable 
movements of the Spirit (Greek: 
pneuma). In fact, it is telling that 
the Greek term often translated 
“spirit” is the same word that 
underlies the English term “wind.” 
Wind is inherently unpredictable. 
Indeed, the Fourth Gospel 
depicts Jesus commenting on this 
unpredictability while playing on 
the linguistic ambiguity of the 
term pneuma when speaking to 
Nicodemus about the Spirit/wind 
blowing wherever it desires (John 
3:8). Thus, the image of the Spirit 
that emerges is not one of a solid 
tree that perseveres no matter 
what. Rather, it is the image of a 
gentle breeze that is free to dance 
with branches and leaves as it 
whispers through the air.

Paul and Timothy’s spiritual 

resilience, then, should be seen 
in this light. The missionaries 
demonstrate their resilience by 
attending to the unpredictable 
direction of the Spirit’s leading, 
even when that leading comes 
after the expenditure of 
significant resources in pursuit of 
what turns out to be a dead end. 
Their resilience is made manifest 
in their ability to let themselves, 
like soft leaves, be blown by the 
unpredictable winds of the Spirit.

I have much to learn from Paul 
and Timothy. My own doubts 
about whether I could accomplish 
the solitary educational goal I 
had set for myself reveal a mind 
that is more set in its own ways 
than open to the gentle breezes 
of God’s Spirit. What if the 
Spirit had told me, like Paul and 
Timothy, not to go any further? 
What if the Spirit did the same 
for the church today? The model 
in Acts 16 suggests that spiritual 
resilience is not simply the ability 
to persevere despite setbacks. This 
is a gentle spiritual resilience that 
models the willingness to hold 
plans lightly so that the wind of 
the Spirit can blow where it wills. 

Melanie Howard is 
assistant professor 
of biblical and 
theological studies at 
Fresno (Calif.) Pacific 
University.

Their resilience is 
made manifest in 
their ability to let 
themselves, like soft 
leaves, be blown by 
the unpredictable 
winds of the Spirit.
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hen I was a college 
student, a female 
professor warned 

me: “Beware of Mr. Mennonite 
Pastor Harvey Weinstein. He has 
a reputation for ‘befriending’ 
young Mennonite women in the 
arts.” I was one. A few days later, 
he made a move on me. Because 
I was prepared, I resisted and 

Naming Mennonite 
Harvey Weinsteins
When resilience requires community

BY  C AMERON ALTAR AS W was never alone with him again. 
Shortly thereafter, a friend went 
to the Mennonite Conference 
(now Church) of Eastern 
Canada (MCEC) to register an 
allegation against this pastor. 
Along with other Canadian and 
U.S. Mennonite women, I, too, 
submitted an allegation. MCEC 
revoked his pastoral credentials.

Photo provided by the author
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When I was a college student, 
I was not warned by anyone, 
however, about another Mr. 
Mennonite Pastor Harvey 
Weinstein with a reputation 
for promoting women’s rights. 
Long before me, he sexually 
intimidated, harassed and abused 
women on both sides of the 
border. In some cases, the abuse 
began quickly; in others, he took 
months to carefully manipulate 
with one-on-one attention, 
flattery and alcohol. In my case, 
after two years of grooming, he 
set me up with his son, waited 
while we fell in love, and married 
us so I would be trapped. None 
of those victimized ever spoke 
publicly or privately warned me. 
After more than 20 years of 
internalized shame and ending 
the marriage to his son—doomed 
by the father from the start—I 
finally found the courage to speak. 

Because I’m still breathing

Because I lived through it, 
because I did not give in to the 
oft resurfacing lure to end it all, 
because I am still breathing, I 
must give voice to the ugly truth 
trapping many in disgrace-filled 
secrets they dare not break open. 
Silence permits backlashers 
unencumbered air-time to fear-
monger in a last-ditch attempt to 
perpetuate a twisted, theologically 
endorsed patriarchal order of 
things. Too many lives lay ruined 
under hidden sexual abuse because 
too many good people gave up in 
the face of intimidation or gave 
in to the fear of being silenced 

do was sit and wait. I begged 
patience to become a virtue while 
they decided whether I was to be 
believed. 

Experience in the corporate 
world had taught me to expect 
corporate speak, bureaucratic 
protocols, procedures, 
deliberations and delays. Weeks 
became months, then years. As an 
antidote to my waning resilience, 
I expanded my circle of support. 
I needed people who knew how 
the institutional church worked 
and loved it anyway, people 
courageous enough to speak 
unapologetic truth to power while 
being guided by personal integrity 
and respect, people with hearts 
big enough to hold my pain and 
strong enough to bear their own 
in the face of ever-mounting 
evidence of betrayal by someone 
they thought they knew. I risked 
opening the pages of my pain-
filled story, yet again, to former 
MCEC leaders and other elders 
who knew me and, even more 
significantly, had known the 
perpetrator.

MCEC leaders never doubted 
me. Their first response was, 
“We’re not surprised,” followed 
by, “But he’s dead.” There was no 
precedent for investigating claims 
against a dead man. 

Difficult learning and tough 
discerning ensued. Early forays 
involving church lawyers erected 
barriers, nearly negated any 
chance of resolution and flew in 
the face of what we all believed 
was the right thing to do. Seeking 
money was never the object. 

Too many lives 
lay ruined under 
hidden sexual abuse 
because too many 
good people gave 
up in the face of 
intimidation

or gave over to the numbness of 
apathy. 

I am a 54-year-old woman. 
I have changed my name and 
moved far from the Mennonite 
world of my youth. I’ve set 
aside my learned helplessness, 
persevered under private shame 
and public blame. I am integrating 
wisdom gleaned. One of the most 
profound learnings resulted from 
embarking on MCEC’s clergy 
misconduct process: Every notch 
up the vulnerability scale lessened 
my proud resilience, showing 
that if I were to get through 
this I would have to access that 
ingrained Mennonite value of 
community. I asked for help from 
my husband, my family and a few 
friends. 

MCEC’s process demanded a 
partnership between the resources 
of my intellect and the broken 
places in my heart. I foraged about 
for words to reveal sequestered 
wounds so people with church 
authority might comprehend what 
they’d never lived. Then staring 
at those bits of undigested rage 
and grief of me strewn throughout 
their meeting rooms, all I could 
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Revealing the truth was. 
When MCEC finally issued a 

public release of this perpetrator’s 
name, swift, unforgiving 
indignation erupted against them 
and whoever had dared come 
forward to tarnish the name 
of a dead Mennonite Harvey 
Weinstein.1 Good, peace-loving 
Mennonite constituents—male 
and female—wrote scathing 
letters to the editor of Canadian 
Mennonite. 

Cameron Altaras, 
who has a Ph.D. in 
religion from the 
University of Toronto, 
is retired and lives 
in Washington state 
with her husband.

MCEC leaders upheld their 
promise to keep my identity 
confidential. Parties furious with 
them and who knew it was I 
who had gone forward, leaked 
my name. Callous rumors and 
ruthless lies spread. My circle 
of support stepped in: Calls of 
reassurance that I’d done the right 
thing, emails of concern for my 
well-being, prayers for continuing 
strength and the arms of my 
husband bolstered my diminishing 
resilience. 

After my allegation went 
public, several other women who 
thought they’d been the only ones 
ensnared by a long-dead pastor 

When the thread 
of my resilience 
frayed, their 
encouragement—
written, spoken 
and prayed—kept 
me going.

1. canadianmennonite.org/stories/
alleged-sexual-misconduct-charge-
against-vernon-leis-deceased-pastor   
and more at: 
canadianmennonite.org/search/node/
vernon%20leis

2. therecord.com/news-story/5832834-
pastor-who-died-21-years-ago-
accused-of-sexual-misconduct

3. canadianmennonite.org/stories/ 
metoo-pew-next-you

came forward. One went through 
MCEC’s process, much quicker 
than I. Although we didn’t 
know one another, her account, 
also deemed credible, provided 
corroborating evidence and shared 
common facts and language with 
mine. 

Gratitude 

I remain grateful to that female 
professor who warned me about 
a Mennonite Harvey Weinstein. 
Thanks to her, I was ready and 
shielded myself from danger. My 
gratitude extends to the family, 
friends and former church leaders 
who stood by my side during 
MCEC’s process. When the 
thread of my resilience frayed, 
their encouragement—written, 
spoken and prayed—kept me 
going. When I could not bear one 
more conversation on the topic, 
someone always came forward to 
make a call, attend a meeting or 
write an email on my behalf. 

It took six years to work 
through MCEC’s process. 
I witnessed how MCEC’s 
leadership moved mountains and 
stared down bullies to reach a 
visceral comprehension of the 
devastating harm, multilevel 
betrayal and personal destruction 
sexual abuse imputes on the 
lives of individuals, families 
and congregations. I can now 
trust MCEC leadership’s 
statements of compassionate 
support because I experienced 
how painstakingly long they 
took to seek understanding and 
carefully formulate these words. 

They’ve earned the right to lead by 
example regarding how to listen 
to traumatic stories of abuse, how 
to remain human while navigating 
bureaucratic hoops, how to choose 
to do the right thing over the legal 
thing, and how to persevere in the 
face of blistering condemnation by 
constituents and supposed allies.2

In fact, a January article in 
Canadian Mennonite by MCEC’s 
executive minister,3 would never 
have been written were it not for 
resilience at a communal level: 
MCEC’s Board of Directors’ 
ability to honestly engage in 
uncharted, storm-filled territory, 
MCEC leadership’s willingness 
to persevere when challenged and 
attacked, and the unrelenting 
passion for justice of those around 
me, insisting that MCEC dare 
live out the call to reveal the 
horrific truth staring them in the 
face.
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Exit interview 

LOOKING BACK over the past 
eight years, what are the trends 
about this work and this season 
for Mennonite Church USA?

We’ve come to reflect 
our society’s demographics, 
including the deep social and 
political divisions. Our social 
networks largely define what we 
believe about the best way to set 
things right in our world. The 
educational level of our church 
members has continued to rise, 
and we are one of the most highly 
educated denominations in the 
nation. Most of the leaders in 
our schools, agency boards and 
committees are more socially 
progressive than the average 
constituent in Mennonite Church 
USA. This heightens the tension 
across our church during a time of 
rapid social change.

MC USA has experienced 
many of the same trends we see in 
other denominations. People are 
less dependent on denominational 
“positions” or resources to define 
what they believe. Members draw 
from many sources of spiritual 
inspiration. And the growing edge 
of the church has been new racial/
ethnic groups of immigrants 
and refugees. They have brought 
vibrant spiritual practices into 
MC USA churches and have 
planted the majority of our new 
churches in the last two decades.

Our church also mirrors the 
growing disparity of wealth in 
our culture. Some of our members 

have significant earning capacity 
and/or great wealth, while others 
are struggling to make ends 
meet. The patterns of giving to 
our churches and institutions are 
shifting, and the donor base for 
our church institutions is aging 
and eroding. Many of our church 
institutions/agencies, including area 
conferences, have been drawing on 
reserves for their operating budgets.

Finally, it has been a time 
of unprecedented realignment 
of church affiliations across 
boundaries that were drawn in a 
different era. These new alignments 
are based on theological and social 
connections, not geographical 
proximity.

What are stories of times when 
you’ve felt blessed or seen God’s 
Spirit moving in powerful ways?

In October 2013, Marty 
Lehman, associate director, and 
I met with the CEOs of our six 
churchwide agencies in Sarasota, 
Fla. One morning, all eight of us 
sat in a circle in the living room 
while the sun shone outside. 
Without forethought or awareness, 
all eight of us had removed our 
shoes or sandals. As we engaged in 
a time of personal and confidential 
sharing, Rick Stiffney, head of 
MHS Alliance, noticed we all 
were barefoot. He said he couldn’t 
recall ever being in an official 

meeting of the denomination 
when the leaders were barefooted. 
Larry Miller, who was head of 
Everence, said, “I guess we bared 
our soles to each other.” We had 
indeed bared our souls. I saw it 
as a holy moment. Trust in God 
often inspires loving, supportive 
relationships with one another.

In November 2015, about 
a third of the congregations of 
Iglesia Menonita Hispana (IMH) 
left MC USA. It was a painful 
parting that fostered lament in the 
churches that remained. In mid-
June 2016, I attended a meeting of 
the Instituto Biblico Anabautista, 
which drew representatives of 
many of these grieving churches 
to a three-day training conference 
in Goshen, Ind. I worshiped 
with the group in the closing 
session, when attendees received 
their certificates for their study. I 
sensed God’s Spirit at work in a 
powerful way, reviving the spirits 
of those leaders, bonding them to 
God and each other.

What are your hopes for MC USA 
moving forward?

As Anabaptist followers of 
Jesus Christ, we have immense 
opportunities to thrive and grow 
as we put our faith to work, 
continuing to attract new people 
to the good news of Jesus Christ 
in word and deed, particularly as 
articulated by new Anabaptists. I 
hope the Journey Forward process 
will enable us to articulate this 
identity and strategy more clearly. 

I hope we continue to 
demonstrate our convictions 
about grace, peace, justice and 

Ervin Stutzman, 
outgoing MC USA 
executive director, 
reflects on the past 
eight years

We have immense 
opportunities to 
thrive and grow as we 
put our faith to work.
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nonviolence through a consistent 
prolife stance from conception to 
the grave, including our stance 
against abortion, the death 
penalty and nuclear war. We 
have tremendous opportunities 
to put our faith into practice on 
social issues that dominate the 
national news, demonstrating 
within our own faith communities 
what we advocate for others, such 
as addressing issues of power 
that have stymied rather than 
empowered women and people of 
color in our church.

What are you looking forward  
to most?

I most look forward to 
having more discretionary time, 
including time with my family. 
I hope to invest more time with 
several hobbies I’ve cultivated over 
the years. I’m waiting to make any 
decisions about a paid role after 
I’ve had a substantial break from 
my current work. Whatever work 
or projects I undertake, my top 
priorities will be my family and 
my local church. 

I am making plans for a 
self-funded sabbatical to begin 
in May. I will focus on retreat, 
reading, recreation, restoration, 
service and visioning. I have a 
list of books I want to read, and 
I want to revel in the wonders of 
the created, natural world. I also 
plan to serve as a volunteer to help 
victims of the recent hurricanes. 
During the visioning part of my 
sabbatical, which will come last, I 
intend to scrutinize the long list of 
retirement possibilities generated 
for me or by me, seeking to 
discern God’s wisdom on which 
of these activities to pursue as part 
of a portfolio of meaningful work 
in the next phase of life.

THE TERROR CONTINUES 
in Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. The country has 
experienced horrific violence for 
centuries due to slave traders 
and colonization. In the past 
two years, atrocities hit the 
Kasaï provinces, displacing 1.4 
million people and creating food 
insecurity for more than 3 million.

National government strategies 
have encouraged political 
and ethnic rivalries that turn 
neighbors against one another 
with resulting rape, mutilation 
and mass killings.

“It’s been hell on earth, not 
only for Mennonites but for many 
peace-loving people in the same 
area that have gotten caught up in 
the [chaos],” said Rod Hollinger-
Janzen of Africa Inter-Mennonite 
Mission after a visit to Mennonite 
churches in the Kasaï provinces. 
AIMM and Mennonite Mission 
Network serve in Congo with a 
unified approach.  

About a year ago, Macaire 
Kilambo, a Mennonite lay leader 
and owner of a transport business, 
decided to confront the powers of 
destructive chaos with extravagant 
worship. Assisted by another 
Mennonite lay leader, Jean Pierre 
Ilunga, he organized a choir 
tour to churches in Bandundu 
Province, which borders Western 
Kasaï Province. Though violence 
pursued the multitudes of fleeing 
families, it didn’t follow them 
across the Loange River, which 
is the provincial line. Many 

internally displaced people 
found hospitality in the homes 
of Bandundu Mennonites who 
shared resources they had.    

Members of the young adult 
choir from Kinshasa, La Voix du 
Ciel (Voice from Heaven), were 
enthusiastic about the opportunity 
to be messengers of hope to people 
who were suffering so much. The 
youth began their tour on July 21, 
2017. They led three-day worship 
celebrations in Gungu, Mukedi 
and Kitwit, joining local choirs.

Kilambo said attendance was 
high, the energy life-giving, and 
“God’s Spirit was present, so that 
the faith, hope and love of many 
were increased.”  

In Eastern Kasaï Province, 
Robert Irundu, president of the 
national youth association, held 
a Bible camp from Aug. 23-27. 
Many of the 242 campers (157 
boys and 85 girls) walked for 
three or four days to participate in 
worship, Bible studies and a soccer 
clinic tournament. 

The campers also held a public 
rally in the province’s largest city, 
Mbuji Mayi. Three campers shared 
testimonies of their traumatic 
encounters with Kamuina Nsapu, 
one of the area’s violent militias. 
After watching Kamuina Nsapu 
troops rape and decapitate 
members of their families, two 
of the young men escaped, but 
one was conscripted. Fighters are 
empowered by occult practices and 
require their conscripts to perform 
acts of allegiance that conflict with 
Christian faith and the sanctity of 
human life. The prisoner described 
how God helped him escape from 
this evil situation. Thirty youth 
indicated their desire to follow 
Jesus and were baptized.

Congolese Mennonites 
worship amid atrocities

Lynda Hollinger-Janzen of Mennonite 
Mission Network

Hospitality, 
worship and 
baptism

Interview by The Mennonite staff
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Poverty awareness 
needed all year

Gordon Houser is editor of The Mennonite.

PETER GYVES is a pediatrician 
and a Jesuit priest. Three years 
ago, he founded an organization 
in San Diego called A Faith That 
Does Justice to bring vulnerable 
populations and people in a 
position to help them together to 
create solidarity and opportunities 
for action. 

In his article “January Was 
Tough on the Poor. So Was 
Tax Reform.” (Religion News 
Service), he notes that the 
Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development, the national anti-
poverty program of the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
named January Poverty Awareness 
Month.

That’s well and good; winter 
can be especially difficult for 
those living in poverty, who are 
the “most vulnerable because of 
homelessness, inadequately heated 
homes and the increased prevalence 
of infectious diseases in their 
communities,” Gyves writes. But 
poverty persists, and we need to be 
aware of it all year round. 

Cold weather isn’t the only 
thing hurting poor people. The 
tax reform bill passed by the U.S. 
Congress in January will, according 
to most analyses, “exacerbate the 
inequality that already exists in 
this country by continuing to 
concentrate wealth in the hands of 
the few, while leaving many others 
to struggle with the burdens of 
poverty,” writes Gyves.

This is no small group of people. 
According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau, more than 40 million 

Americans were living in poverty 
in 2016, the latest year for which 
we have data. That’s more than 12 
percent of the population.

Some are paying attention 
to this need. A diverse group of 
Christian leaders, including Ervin 
Stutzman, executive director of 
Mennonite Church USA, have 
signed a “Unity Declaration on 
Racism and Poverty,” which calls 
on the churches and Congress to 
focus on the integral connection 
of the two concerns.

Gyves notes this as well, that 
“individuals disproportionately 
suffer poverty due to their race, 
ethnicity or gender.” He writes 
that “22 percent of all people who 
identify as black, 19 percent of 
those who identify as Hispanic 
and 14 percent of those who 
identify as women are living in 
poverty. By comparison, the figure 
for men is 11 percent.”

But quoting statistics is not 
enough. Gyves’ experience 
working as a physician among the 
poor of El Salvador during its civil 
war of the 1980s and early 1990s 
transformed him, he says. 

I’ve been changed by getting to 
know people in poverty and seeing 
their courage and hard work.

Gyves calls us “to create 
conditions for marginalized 
voices to be heard, to defend the 
defenseless and to assess lifestyles, 
policies and social institutions in 
terms of their impact on the poor.”

WHAT I’M 
READING 
THIS MONTH

Practices of Love: 
Spiritual Disciplines for 
the Life of the World

by Kyle David Bennett

Fledge: Launching Your 
Kids Without Losing 
Your Mind

by Brenda L. Yoder

Silentium and Other 
Reflections on Memory, 
Sorrow, Place and  
the Sacred

by Connie T. Braun

We often view spiritual disciplines 
in terms of our relationship with 
God. Bennett expands their 
significance by exploring their 
“horizontal” dimension. He calls 
us to do “everyday activities 
such as owning, thinking, eating, 
socializing, talking, working and 
resting in ways that demonstrate 
love of others and bring life to 
the world.”

This book is designed specifically 
for parents approaching the 
empty nest. Yoder combines 
stories from her experience with 
practical advice and scriptural 
reflections. In accessible prose 
she addresses a wide range of 
topics, from grief and struggle to 
setting boundaries and prayer 
and facing midlife. It’s due out on 
March 13.

A child of refugees from World 
War II, Braun’s memoir uses essay 
and narrative poetry to explore 
themes of silence, loss, identity 
and faith. She also draws on other 
writers and the experiences of 
her maternal grandparents and 
her mother’s life in Poland. The 
writing is of a more literary bent.
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Vincent Harding in 
1967 in Amsterdam.
Vincent Harding at the 
Eighth Mennonite World 
Conference in Amsterdam, 
1967, where he delivered 
a speech entitled “The 
Beggars Are Marching,” which 
urged white Mennonites 
worldwide to stand on the 
side of the oppressed. The 
speech recently provided 
inspiration for the seventh 
annual Hope for the Future 
gathering, which took place 
Feb. 8-11 in San Antonio. 
There Mennonite leaders of 
color met to explore the ways 
power and racism continue to 
operate in our denomination 
and discuss strategies for 
generating change.

Source: Mennonite World 
Conference Records, 1923-
2012. Box 19, Folder 8.  
Mennonite Church USA 
Archives, Elkhart, Ind.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

RECIPE OF  
THE MONTH

Carrot coconut soup

JOIN THE  
CONVERSATION:

facebook.com/theMennonite
twitter.com/theMennoniteInc

instagram.com/theMennoniteInc

“I look forward to 
working with our 
conferences and 
congregations to help 
them live out their 
witness in their context 
in new and creative 
ways. At heart, my 
work is equipping the 
next generation to 
understand and live 
out their call.”

—Glen Guyton, 
who will begin a three-year term as  

executive director of Mennonite Church USA 
on May 1. Guyton is currently chief  

operating officer of MC USA. 

QUOTABLE

2.3K
Glen Guyton called to serve  
as next executive director  

of MC USA
by Mennonite Church USA 

1.8K
I am black. I am a Mennonite.  

I now see I have a place  
in the church.

by Jerrell Williams

1.5K
Esther Koontz wins injunction 

in fight for conscience in 
boycott

by Gordon Houser

1.3K
Junior high youth return safely 

from camp after bus crash
by Gordon Houser

MOST-READ  
ONLINE-ONLY POSTS
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Our commitment to Jewish dialogue

THE RESOLUTION “Seeking 
Peace in Israel and Palestine” has 
left Mennonite Church USA, its 
districts and its congregations 
with a new responsibility: to build 
relationships with the Jewish 
community of North America 
(and Israel). At the heart of 
the resolution were two major 
commitments: to support the 
Palestinians in their quest for 
justice and to build relationships 
with the Jewish community in the 
United States. We have extensive 
experience to build upon with 
regard to the first, almost no 
experience with the second. 

perspectives available therein. 
The resolution reflects only one 
narrative, largely based upon the 
experiences of the Palestinian 
Christians. While one can 
perhaps speak of two dominant 
narratives, Israeli and Palestinian, 
it should be emphasized that both 
are reductionist expressions of 
complex realities encompassing 
multiple viewpoints. Both 
narratives are strongly impacted 
by the presence of large diaspora 
communities that also are 
engaged in the construction and 
interpretation of these narratives.

This conversation must begin 
at a deeper place, a desire to 
understand the real hopes and 
fears of the Jewish people in 
North America (and in Israel). 
We must be open to hearing about 
the experiences and resultant fears 
of an immigrant people that did 
not share the religious viewpoint 
of the dominant Christian 
ethos of the nation in which 
they settled. The Holocaust, 
the determination to wipe them 
off the face of the earth, was a 
dominant reality for the later 
generations of these immigrants. 
The threats that range from 
assimilation and intermarriage to 
total annihilation are all part of 
the Jewish experience. The rise 
of anti-Semitic activity in the 
United States in the last two years 
must be addressed, and so must 
the manner in which Christian 
churches have contributed to 
that growth and not mounted 
an active resistance to it. Jewish 
communities across the nation 
are afraid of these developments. 
Understanding Israel as a refuge 
from anti-Semitism is part of the 

story we need to hear.
We also need to come to terms 

with our own anti-Semitism. 
There are three aspects that 
immediately come to mind. 

First, we need to do a 
thorough examination of our 
own stances and practices during 
the Second World War and 
our complicity in the Holoaust. 
Not only did we not mount any 
resistance to that movement, 
portions of the Mennonite church 
promoted and participated in 
Nazi causes and organizations, 
including the German army. 

Second, we have not examined 
our use of the Bible in our weekly 
instruction and sermonizing. How 
do we use the Pharisees in our 
sermons and Bible study? How 
do we interpret the trial of Jesus? 
Do we contribute to the charge 
of “Christ-killer” that has dogged 
the Jewish community throughout 
Christian history? 

Finally, it has been adequately 
noted that Western theology has 
been constructed on an anti-
Semitic basis. Have we done 
our part to evaluate how we are 
doing theology in the light of that 
challenge?

PERSPEC TIVES FROM READERS

John Kampen is 
professor of biblical 
interpretation at 
the Methodist 
Theological 
School in Ohio 
and a member 
of Cincinnati 
Mennonite 
Fellowship.

The resolution 
does not reflect an 
understanding of 
the role of Israel 
in the life of the  
Jewish people 
or acknowledge 
the diversity of 
perspectives 
available therein.

The views expressed do not necessarily 
represent the official positions of Mennonite 
Church USA, The Menno nite or the board for 
The Mennonite, Inc.

The most important thing 
for us to realize is that we 
cannot start this venture with 
the resolution itself. A number 
of Jewish readers of it have 
indicated that it is a “nonstarter” 
for building relationships with 
their communities. The resolution 
does not reflect an understanding 
of the role of Israel in the life 
of the Jewish people nor does 
it acknowledge the diversity of 
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NE W VOICES

GIVEN THAT WE LIVE in a time of 
self-help, advice columns, nonstop 
advertising and introspection, we 
may find ourselves asking, How 
am I doing?

It’s not only that I ask myself 
this question after hearing about 
a new diet or productivity system; 
it’s one that comes up in relation 
to my spiritual health. How am 
I doing at patterns of prayer, 
spiritual disciplines, spending 
time in Scripture? 

We seem to have a healthy 
industry of spiritual books and 
advice that encourage me to 
think of myself as a project for 
developing my own holiness. As 
much as I love a new book on the 
spiritual disciplines, it often only 
leads me to think more about 
myself and my holiness. So what’s 
the problem with that? 

This past fall, I listened to 
an interview with Philip Turner 
on the Mars Hill Audio Journal 
about the church and personal 
holiness. Turner asked listeners 
to consider that the site of our 
transformation and holiness isn’t 
a relationship to a set of random 
disciplines selected by me. He 
suggests that the common life of 
the church is the location of our 
movement toward Christlikeness.

 He says: “The overriding 
concern should be, Is my 
community in a healthy situation? 
Am I contributing what I should? 
Am I listening to what it has to 
tell me? I transfer as it were the 
focus to that common life, and it’s 
within that common life I learn 
a way of life. [I] take it on, take 
on a second nature. I worry about 
[what happens] once you begin 
to say, How am I doing? Am 

How are we doing?
I getting more and more holy? 
all sorts of things begin to go 
wrong. But if you say, What are 
my relationships like? How am I 
contributing? What’s happening? 

but at the center of it. If in our 
worship we are proclaiming and 
narrating ourselves into a world 
transformed by God, it’s clearly 
more than just a step on the way. 
It’s the place where we join up 
with others who are in the body of 
Christ. And it’s here we join that 
common life that becomes a way 
of life. 

So in my own church I began 
thinking how we as a church 
have defined the shape of our 
common life. What practices 
bind us together in truth telling, 
caring for one another, carrying 
each other’s burdens, resolving 
conflict, hoping for each other and 
moving as a group of people called 
on a mission? And I can tell you 
the inventory didn’t go well. But 
doing this work will challenge us 
for the coming year to look at how 
we are going to do life together as 
a church body. 

After Turner finishes his 
response, the interviewer says, 
“At least we should be asking how 
we are doing, not just how I am 
doing.” To which Turner responds: 
“Yeah. That’s the first question, 
How are we doing? Exactly. We’re 
not doing too well.” 

My hope for us is that the road 
to getting well includes asking the 
question, How are we doing?
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Doing this work 
will challenge us 
for the coming year 
to look at how we 
are going to do 
life together as a 
church body.

Why am in this conflict? How 
do I get out of this conflict? That 
changes the location of one’s 
struggle to become Christlike.”

What I heard him describe 
was something I knew to be true. 
In the past, I might have held out 
something as a goal, but in the 
busyness of life and pastoring, I 
forgot it. For all the thought we 
put into our own personal holiness 
plans, we can forget that God 
has this hope in the common life 
of believers, having a common 
life that is in the shape of Jesus, 
to be his body. As a church, we 
have all sorts of ways to help 
people live holier lives as they 
leave the service in individualized 
ways. But seldom have I found 
churches thinking, How are we 
doing? Instead, they think about 
how many people are coming and 
whether or not they are meeting 
the budget. 

As a pastor, I’ve been 
pondering how to help people 
think about the church not as a 
step on a personal holiness plan 

Matthew Shedden 
is pastor of Defiance 
Church in Glenwood 
Springs, Colo.

Read blogs and other articles 
by and for young adults at 
themennonite.org.
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LEADERSHIP F IELD NOTES

SHUE TO RESIGN  
FROM EXECUTIVE 
BOARD STAFF

Terry Shue has announced 
his resignation from his 
position as Mennonite Church 
USA director of leadership 
development. His end date 
will be no later than June 1. 
He began in 2010, and he 
has worked with conference 
leaders and the Leadership 
Discernment Committee, 
served on the Executive Board 
staff leadership cabinet, 
collaborated with Everence 
on several initiatives and 
worked with the Values-Based 
Leadership Program.

BOGARD RE TIRES  
FROM MENNONITE 
WOMEN USA

Marlene Bogard, executive 
director of Mennonite Women 
USA, has announced her 
retirement, effective July 31. 
Kathy Bilderback, chair of the 
board of MW USA says,  
“We are very grateful for 
Marlene’s clear leadership  
and the gifts she brought 
for our organization." MW 
USA will be seeking a new 
executive director.

NE W LOGO FOR 
CHURCH PUBLISHER

Herald Press rolled out a new 
logo and look in early 2018 
to match increased efforts to 
expand its audience within 
and outside the Mennonite 
church. The gray, yellow, 
and white design includes a 
stylized horn in the logo with 
a short banner threading 
through the letter H in a circle.

UPDATES

Spiritual resiliency
MY DAUGHTERS AND I recently 
devoured Good-night Stories 
for Rebel Girls, a picture book 
chronicling the lives of 100 
women past and present. After 
each story my daughters, ages 4 
and 6, exclaimed they wanted to 
be pirates, mathematicians, pilots 

do we find spiritual resiliency?
Former gymnast Rachael 

Denhollander told Christianity 
Today why she reported Nassar’s 
sexual abuse: “Obedience [to the 
gospel of Jesus Christ] means you 
pursue justice and stand up for 
the oppressed and stand up for 
the victimized. You tell the truth 
about the evil of sexual assault and 
the evil of covering it up.” 

Personal resiliency, coupled 
with obedience to the gospel, 
forms a strong base for spiritual 
resiliency, which connects brave 
hope in God with concrete action 
on behalf of others. 

At MennoMedia we publish 
Christian formation curricula for 
children (Shine), youth (Generation 
Why) and adults (Adult Bible 
Study). Recently editors have been 
discussing how we read a biblical 
passage in light of God’s mission 
rather than our own desires. 
How do we call readers to build 
spiritual resiliency rather than 
focusing on how a Bible story 
affects “me”?

It’s easy to get caught up 
in personal application when 
reading the Bible. But we live in 
a hope-starved world desperate 
for the kind of spiritual resiliency 
that brings together words and 
actions rooted in the gospel. 
Facing hurdles, telling truths, 
overcoming mountains out of 
obedience to following Jesus. That 
is our call. 

Spiritual resiliency 
connects brave 
hope in God with 
concrete action on 
behalf of others. 

or whatever the girl in the story 
grew up to be. Each one is a story 
of devastation and resiliency: 
hurdles faced, truths told, 
mountains overcome.

Then I heard the victim 
statements during the trial of 
Larry Nassar, the former team 
doctor for USA Gymnastics 
and Michigan State University 
convicted of sexual abuse for 
molesting young female athletes. 
Nearly 170 brave women and girls 
spoke of the abhorrent abuse they 
or their daughters had faced at the 
hands of Nassar. Each is a story of 
devastation and resiliency. 

From the storybook and the 
victim statements, I conclude: 
Stand up for what’s right; speak 
truth to power; work to achieve 
justice; never quit trying. All are 
traits of personal resiliency. 

I wondered how God 
might sustain and deepen our 
understanding of resiliency. How 

FROM MENNONITE CHURCH USA

Amy Gingerich is executive director and 
publisher at MennoMedia and its book 
imprint Herald Press. 
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GRACE AND TRUTH

A WORD FROM PASTORS

AS OF THIS YEAR, I have been 
in pastoral ministry for 21 years. 
Recently I accepted a call to 
Landisville Mennonite Church 
in Lancaster County, Pa. It’s a 
return to familiar territory after 
a six-and-a-half-year sojourn 
in Madison, Wis. I’ve enjoyed 
my time in Madison. I served 
a remarkable congregation that 
exists in a largely Mennonite-free 
zone. The nearest Mennonite 
Church USA neighbor is 75 miles 
away. Now it’s back to Menno-
heavy Lancaster County, where 
my Anabaptist adventure began. 

Much has changed in 21 years. 
I remember having conversations 
back then about whether or not 
the church office should have 
Internet access. These days, much 
of my work is either generated by 
or done via email, not to mention 
texts. Paper mail is increasingly 
rare. 

My ministry began in an 
Atlantic Coast Conference 
congregation. From there I 
went to a Lancaster Mennonite 
Conference congregation. Then 
a Central District Conference 
congregation. And now I am back 
in an ACC congregation. My life 
doesn’t flow on so much as it goes 
in circles. 

It’s been an interesting time 
to be involved in congregational 
ministry in the Mennonite world. 
It was a General Conference 
Mennonite Church/Mennonite 
Church world when I started. 
No sooner did I almost figure 
out what that meant, than we 
delegates voted to create MC 
USA, which sounds much easier 
than it was.

In Lancaster Conference, 

women were ineligible for a 
permanent credential to serve as 
pastors. By the time I left, LMC 
had made it possible for women 
to be ordained. Now Lancaster 
Conference is no longer part of 
MC USA. And the congregations 
I’ve served are part of ACC. 

us don’t want to believe that, 
despite our meager efforts, 
institutional racism is alive and 
well in MC USA. Yet we remain a 
denomination dominated by white 
guys like me. That domination is 
slowly waning. But we have a long 
way to go to repair the harm done 
to our sisters and brothers of color. 
And an equally long way to go in 
ending the privilege still given to 
the voices of us white Mennonites. 

We’ve not yet come to terms 
with how acculturated we’ve 
become, how aligned we’ve 
become with the American way, 
how we’ve come to tolerate the 
ugliness of contemporary political 
discourse, how easily manipulated 
we are by politicians. 

I admit I’m talking about 
myself here as well. Every day, we 
need to decide where our hope 
comes from and where our loyalty 
lies. We can no longer assume that 
being a Mennonite is enough, if it 
ever was. We have a lot of work to 
do discerning what it looks like to 
be in faithful relationship to our 
nation. 

What continues to surprise 
me after all these years is that the 
Holy Spirit is still at work among 
us Mennonites. Even after so 
much change, so many missteps 
and failures, and even with so 
much work still undone, the Spirit 
of Christ abides with us. Which 
means there is hope for us yet.

Looking back as a Mennonite pastor

Ron Adams is pastor 
of Landisville (Pa.) 
Mennonite Church.

What hasn’t 
changed is our 
inability to remain 
in relationship while 
maintaining our 
diversity.

Back then, a pastor could have 
her credentials revoked and a 
congregation could be disciplined 
for accepting partnered LGBTQ 
folks into membership. Now there 
are MC USA congregations that 
have called LGBTQ pastors and 
MC USA conferences that have 
ordained them. 

I realize there is a diversity of 
opinions about these changes. For 
some of us, those changes were 
inevitable and too long coming. 
For others, those changes were 
experienced as a betrayal of our 
Anabaptist values. Unfortunately, 
what hasn’t changed is our 
inability to remain in relationship 
while maintaining our diversity. 
We talk about conflict resolution 
while we walk away from or 
push away those closest to us in 
tradition and practice. 

There is much change still 
waiting to happen. We continue 
to struggle with the racism 
that lies at the foundation of 
the United States. Some of 
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FOR THE RECORD

 BIRTHS 

Gilliom, Mason Michael, was 
born on Jan. 15 to Ben and 
Amanda Gilliom, Goshen, Ind.

Martin, Audrey Elise, was 
born on Jan. 24 to Benjamin 
and Emily Martin, Goshen, Ind.

 DEATHS 

Birky, Verna M. Conrad, 94, Goshen, 
Ind., died Oct. 25, 2017. Spouse: Luke 
Birky. Parents: Orie and Eda Zehr 
Conrad. Children: Karl Birky, Anne 
Birky, Kate Birky, Rachel Hamilton, 
Steve Birky; four grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren. Memorial service: 
Nov. 4 at College Mennonite Church, 
Goshen.

Bitting, Isabel Eigsti, 76, Tiskilwa, 
Ill., died Sept. 2, 2017. Spouse: Robert 
Bitting. Parents: Howard and Kathryn 
Stutzman Eigsti. Children: R. David 
Bitting, Kelley Millemon, Dan Bitting; 
five grandchildren. Funeral: Sept. 7 at 
Willow Springs Mennonite Church, 
Tiskilwa.

Brubacher, Emma Horst, 94, St. 
Jacobs, Ontario, died Feb. 6. Spouse: 
Raymond Brubacher (deceased). 
Parents: Menno and Lovina Bauman 
Horst. Children: Carolyn Carr, Sandra 
Mohr, Don Brubacher, Bruce Brubacher, 
Mark Brubacher; 11 grandchildren; 14 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 9 at 
St. Jacobs Mennonite Church.

Detwiler, Jay Henry, 84, Telford, 
Pa., died July 22, 2017. Spouse: Ruth 
Eileen Grasse Detwiler. Parents: Henry 
and Eva Landis Detwiler. Children: 
Cindy Jackowski, Steven Detwiler; 
one grandchild. Funeral: Aug. 26 
at Blooming Glen (Pa.) Mennonite 
Church.

George, Joyce Ethel Roach, 83, 
Denver, Colo., died Jan. 17. Spouse: 
Donald Ray George (deceased). 
Parents: William Roach and Effie 
Eggers Roach Bolton Dodd. Children: 
Robert George, Randy George, David 
George; four grandchildren; six great-
grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 22 at First 
Mennonite Church, Denver.

Gongwer, Ivan L., 93, Goshen, Ind., 
died Dec. 25, 2017. Spouse: Ruby 
Kauffman Gongwer (deceased). 
Parents: Maurice and Olive Stauffer 
Gongwer. Children: Deb Bode, Ann 
Spratt; five grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Dec. 
28 at Holdeman Mennonite Church, 
Wakarusa, Ind.

Groff, Alma Herr, 91, Lancaster 
County, Pa., and Denver, died Nov. 
25, 2017. Spouse: Willis M. Groff 
(deceased). Children: Carolyn, Dale.

Harnish, Ruth Fern Martin, 90, 
Eureka, Ill., died Nov. 23, 2017. Spouse: 
Robert Harnish. Parents: Perry and 
Annie Wenger Martin. Children: Robert 
Brunk Harnish, Suzanne Gerber, Mary 
Rush, Rick Harnish, Stephen Harnish; 
11 grandchildren; three great-
grandchildren. Memorial service: Dec. 
16 at Roanoke Mennonite Church, 
Roanoke, Ill.

Heussman, Gunther D., 78, Emmaus, 
Pa., died Dec. 19, 2017. Spouse: Francis 
Long Heussman. Parents: Herbert and 
Anna Spreckleman Heussman. Child: 
Wayne Heussman; two grandchildren. 
Funeral: Dec. 23 at Upper Milford 
Mennonite Church, Old Zionsville, Pa.

Kabira, Wandalee Weaver, 88, Tokyo, 
Japan and Newton, Kan., died Jan. 11 

of multiple myeloma. Spouse: Chosei 
Kabira. Parents: Albert and Ruth 
Weaver. Children: Jon, Ken G., Jay; three 
grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 19 at Aoba 
Christ Church, Yokohama, Japan.

Kauffman, Gladys Mary Mullet, 
95, Bozeman, Montana, died Jan. 9. 
Spouse: Samuel Morris Kauffman 
(deceased. Parents: Menno J. Mullet 
and Ora Pearl Chaney. Children: 
Pamela Howard, Twila Kauffman, 
Vaughn Kauffman, Kent Kauffman, 
Merrill Kauffman, Vance Kauffman, 
Valerie Deeney, Gaylene Kerr, Linford 
Kauffman; 14 grandchildren; nine 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 26 at 
Evangelical Free Church, Bozeman.

Leaman, Marian Herr Garber, 92, 
Lititz, Pa., died Jan. 24. Spouse: Henry 
Breckbill Leaman (deceased). Parents: 
Jay Clarence Garber and Emma Vera 
Herr Garber. Children: Sara Leaman, 
Jim Leaman, Ken Leaman, Ron Leaman, 
Rachel Johns, Lois Jantzi, Carol 
Witmer; 18 grandchildren; 38 great-
grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 4 at Willow 
Street Mennonite Church, Willow 
Street, Pa.

Martin, Allen, 82, Aurora, Colo., died 
Nov. 22, 2017, of pancreatic cancer. 
Spouse: Grace Stutzman Martin. 
Parents: Emanuel and Rachel Martin. 
Children: Shelley Kauffman, Eric Martin, 
Amy Buerge, Sara Michael; eight 
grandchildren. Funeral: Dec. 10 at First 
Mennonite Church, Denver, Colo.

Miller, Dorothy Maxine Gingerich, 
88, Orrville, Ohio, died Jan. 29. Spouse: 
Leo Miller (deceased). Parents: Joseph 
and Volina Gingerich. Children: Jenell 
Ulrich, Rhonda Savage, Gail Manickam, 
Renee Koshmider; 10 grandchildren; 
three great-grandchildren. Funeral: 
Feb. 3 at Orrville Mennonite Church.

Miller, Rosa Mae Miller Hochstedler, 
98, Harlan, Ind., died Nov. 30, 2017. 
Spouse: Edwin E. Miller (deceased). 
Spouse: Menno Hochstedler 
(deceased). Parents: Peter B. and 
Josephine Aschliman Miller. Children: 
Marilyn Foster, Clifford Hochstedler, 

To submit births, marriages or deaths, 
log on to themennonite.org, use the 
“About Us” tab and select “Contact Us” 
from the drop-down menu. You may 
also use email, editor@themennonite.
org, or mail, 3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, 
Elkhart, IN 46517. 

For the record
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Sharon Hochstedler; step-children: 
Teresa Williamson, Leslie Hughes, 
Elaine Gerkins; 15 grandchildren; 37 
great-grandchildren; several great-
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Dec. 3 at 
Pathway Christian Church, Harlan.

Mininger, Charles N., 85, Souderton, 
Pa., died Aug. 8, 2017. Spouse: Arlene 
Stover Mininger. Parents: Charles B. 
and Eva N. Nice Mininger. Child: Jay 
Mininger; two grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Aug. 14 
at Souderton Mennonite Homes.

Moyer, Anna “Anne” Marie, 80, 
Lansdale, Pa., died Sept. 4, 2017. 
Parents: Dwight and Elizabeth Yothers 
Moyer. Funeral: Sept. 23 at Blooming 
Glen Mennonite Church, Blooming 
Glen, Pa.

Moyer, Mary H., 81, Harleysville, Pa., 
died Nov. 10, 2017. Parents: Edwin B. 
and Susan D. Hackman Moyer. Funeral: 
Dec. 3 at Chapel of the Peter Becker 
Community, Harleysville.

Nofziger, Mattie Mae Miller, 
95, Archbold, Ohio, died Dec. 5, 
2017. Spouse: Harold M. Nofziger 
(deceased). Parents: Jonas and 
Matilda Hershberger Miller. Children: 
Brenda Sensenig, Karen Beck, Rachel 
Sauder, Jeanne Sears, Jim Nofziger, 
Mary Kennell, John Nofziger; 24 
grandchildren; 36 great-grandchildren. 
Funeral: Dec. 9 at Tedrow 
Mennonite Church, Wauseon, Ohio. 

Nussbaum, Bessie Irene Lehman, 
88, Kidron, Ohio, died Nov. 29, 2017. 
Spouse: Willis L. Nussbaum (deceased). 
Parents: Silas C. and Bertha Nussbaum 
Lehman. Children: Delo Gerber, Deanie 
Nussbaum, Grace Miller, Goldie Yoder, 
Glenda Masters, JoAnn Martin; 11 
grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren. 
Funeral: Dec. 2 at Sonnenberg 
Mennonite Church, Kidron.

Poindexter, Gordon Wallace Jr., 
91, Waynesboro, Va., died Dec. 13, 
2017. Spouse: Kathy Frey Poindexter. 
Parents: Gordon Wallace and Mary 
Morse Boyd Poindexter. Children: 

Sarah Boyd Poindexter Harmer, Gordon 
W. Poindexter, III, James Edward 
Poindexter; two grandchildren. Funeral: 
Jan. 2 at Springdale Mennonite Church, 
Waynesboro.

Reed, Harold Elias, 83, Lititz, Pa., died 
Dec. 13, 2017, of Alzheimer’s disease. 
Spouse: Barbara Keener Reed. Parents: 
George and Elizabeth Newswanger 
Reed. Children: Garlen K. Reed, Grace 
K. Reed, Gwendolyn Blankenship, 
Gennifer Elaine Reed; one grandchild; 
two great-granddaughters; one step-
great-granddaughter. Funeral: Dec. 
17 at James Street Mennonite Church, 
Lancaster, Pa.

Riegsecker, Donald Samuel, 82, 
Archbold, Ohio, died Nov. 12, 2017. 
Spouse: Mona Roth Riegsecker. Parents: 
Louis and Della Stutzman Riegsecker. 
Funeral: Nov. 15 at Lockport Mennonite 
Church, Stryker, Ohio.

Rosenberger, Evelyn Blanche Grasse, 
83, Souderton, Pa., died Sept. 28, 
2017. Spouse: Marcus L. Rosenberger. 
Parents: John M. and Blanche Landis 
Grasse. Children: Jeffrey Rosenberger, 
Tom Rosenberger, Jennifer L. 
Sigmans; nine grandchildren; 13 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 
15 at Souderton Mennonite Homes.

Smucker, Arthur A., 94, Goshen, Ind., 
died Dec. 25, 2017. Spouse: Carol 
Oyer. Spouse: Oma Hershberger 
Smucker (deceased). Parents: Ralph 
and Alma Smucker. Children: Doug 
Smucker, Brian Smucker, Don Smucker, 
Cynthia Marcus, Carol Smucker, Robert 
Smucker; three grandchildren; one 
great-grandchild. Funeral: Jan. 5, 2018 
at College Mennonite Church, Goshen.

Swartzendruber, Kathryn Ann 
Bontrager, 86, Ashley, Mich., died 
Jan. 1. Spouse: John Swartzendruber. 
Parents: Ottis and Mayme Conrad 
Bontrager. Children: Karen Braden, 
Shari Durkin, Audrey Almdale, John B. 
Swartzendruber; 10 grandchildren; 11 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 8  
at College Mennonite Church,  
Goshen, Ind.

Umble, Miriam E. Kreider, 91, 
Parkesburg, Pa., died Dec. 9, 2017. 
Spouse: R. Clair Umble (deceased). 
Parents: John F. and Matie Mae Hinkle 
Kreider. Children: Ronald N. Umble, 
Herbert Umble, Jay Umble, Arthur 
Umble; seven grandchildren; three 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Dec. 18 
at Landis Homes West Bethany Chapel, 
Lititz, Pa.

Wenger, Paul H., 93, Hesston, Kan., 
died Oct. 13, 2017. Spouse: Lela Ruth 
Bentch Wenger. Parents: Jesse and 
Ella Lehman Wenger. Children: Barb 
Thomas, Twila Snowden, Dwayne 
Wenger, Donna Heinrichs; eight 
grandchildren. Funeral: Oct. 17 at 
Hesston Mennonite Church.

Wetzel, Conrad L., 86, Lenexa, Kan., 
died Oct. 17, 2017. Spouse: Martyne 
Landis Ruth Wetzel. Parents: Harry 
and Gertrude Carson Wetzel. Children: 
Bruce Wetzel, Carson Wetzel, Allen 
Wetzel; two granddaughters. Memorial 
service: Nov. 11 at Argyle Bible Church, 
Colchester, Ill.

Wideman, Joanne Nancy Shantz, 
68, St. Jacobs, Ontario, died Dec. 28, 
2017, of cancer. Spouse: Cliff Wideman. 
Parents: Nyal and Helen Shantz. 
Children: Amy Scott, Trevor Wideman; 
two grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 3, 
2018 at St. Jacobs Mennonite Church.

Wyse, Patricia A. Short, 88, 
Archbold, Ohio, died Jan. 6. Spouse: 
Charles Wyse (deceased). Parents: 
Raymond and Elizabeth Short 
Wyse. Children: Samuel Wyse, David 
Wyse, Audrey Fricke, Chris Wyse; 10 
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren. 
Funeral: Jan. 13 at Lockport 
Mennonite Church, Stryker, Ohio.

Yoder, Anna Margaret Shirey, 98, 
Wooster, Ohio, died Jan. 23. Spouse: 
Fred Yoder (deceased). Parents: 
Logan D. and Rose Shirey. Children: 
Fred Yoder, Jr., Rachel Gingerich; 
five grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; one great-great-
grandchild. Memorial service to be 
held at a later date.
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CLASSIFIEDS

CL ASSIFIEDS

School principal: Heritage 
Christian Schools (http://
www.heritageschools.us). 
The successful candidate will 
model spiritual leadership, 
promoting educational growth 
and achievement with students, 
staff, and parents. Salary TBD 
by education and experience.  
Applications by April 2. Send 
résumé and letter of interest to 
pastoraiken@sbcglobal.net.

Connecting Families-East 
Retreat May 18-20 at Laurelville 
Mennonite Church Center. 
Carol Wise presenting “Chosen 
Family: A Radical Queering.” 
Carol is Executive Director of 
Brethren Mennonite Council 
for LGBT Interests. Connecting 
Families welcomes LGBT people 
and their families and allies to 
a weekend of sharing common 
thoughts regarding sexual 
minority concerns as they affect 
families, friends and churches. 
Email connectingfam@gmail.
com or call 717-898-3760 to 
request registration materials.

Hesston College seeks 
applicants for a full-time, 
12-month faculty position 
as registrar and dean of 
assessment and accreditation. 
Responsibilities include 
publishing and implementing 
academic policy, setting 
academic calendars and 
course schedules, maintaining 
institutional academic records, 
planning and administration 
of campus-wide assessment, 
analysis and reporting of 
enrollment and assessment 
data, and assisting the vice 
president of academics. Desired 
candidate has a master’s degree 
or higher, experience in higher 

education, organizational 
skills and attention to detail, 
an analytical mind and a 
commitment to Christian higher 
education and the mission 
and values of Hesston College. 
Review of applications begins 
immediately and continues until 
filled. To apply, send cover letter, 
application, curriculum vitae or 
résumé to joinus@hesston.edu. 
EOE

Hesston College seeks nursing 
faculty to provide instruction 
for the Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing (BSN) program. 
Opportunities for full-time 
(nine-month) or part-time 
employment are available. 
Nursing faculty qualifications 
include a minimum of two 
years experience as an R.N., 
current Kansas nursing license, 
ability to create a supportive 
teaching/learning environment, 
and commitment to Christian 
higher education and the 
mission and values of Hesston 
College. Applicants must 
hold (or be working toward) a 
master’s degree with a major 
in nursing. Prior teaching 
experience preferred. Benefits 
are dependent on the full-time 
or part-time status of interest to 
the candidate. Positions may be 
filled at any time that excellent 
candidates are identified and 
specific needs are met. To 
apply, send letter of interest, 
application, copies of transcripts 
and curriculum vitae or résumé 
to joinus@hesston.edu. EOE

North Newton Guest Housing—
Serenity Silo, Barnview Cottage, 
Woodland Hideaway. Email or call 
for brochures: vadasnider@cox.
net, 316-283-5231. 
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GLOBAL ANABAPTISM

STORIES FROM THE GLOBAL MENNONITE CHURCH

BOUNDARIES, barriers, blocks, 
bridges and empowerment have 
been very real to me. Through 
the years, I have learned to face 
challenges and grow stronger in 
mind and beliefs.

The Christian community in 
India has played an important 
role in bringing opportunities for 
women to become educated and 
liberated from the bondage of the 
belief that women are without 
their own identity.

But Anabaptist churches have 
much work to do to help both 
men and women join as co-
workers, to extend the kingdom 
of God among all people, using 
all their potential to contribute to 
society, family and the church.

For the past nine years, I have 
been involved with Mennonite 
World Conference, first with 
the Deacons Commission and 
now as a regional representative. 
I promote MWC so that all 
our churches, especially those 
in remote areas that often feel 
abandoned and lonely, know they 
are part of a worldwide body that 
cares, prays and loves.

This role involves working with 
male leadership. It has been a long 
journey to bring an understanding 
that I am not a threat but a sister 
in Christ.

Building a trusting relationship 
takes time, effort and patience to 
cross boundaries. In some cases, 
I feel I have failed, but I continue 
to look for opportunities to 
negotiate. I keep up the faith and 
hope to see change.

While serving with Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) for 
38 years, I became involved with 
our Anabaptist churches and got 

Overcoming barriers, building empowerment

to interact with women who were 
struggling to use their gifts and 
talents in the church.

A few courageous women 
established the All-India 
Mennonite Women’s Conference 
in the early 1970s. We are 
also working to establish the 
Theologically Trained Anabaptist 
Women of India for trained 
women who are not being used 
well enough in their churches.

from my pious mother that the 
vows made in the church between 
husband and wife must be 
honored, I humbly submitted for 
five long years of abuse.

One night, when I faced death 
along with my children, I forgot 
all the condemnation and left with 
just a set of clothes and milk for 
my son and my daughter on the 
way yet to be born.

After many struggles, thanks 
to the support of close family and 
people at MCC who stood by 
me without judging me, I gained 
strength to understand what it 
means to be a Christian and move 
on. They taught me to overcome 
barriers and build bridges of love 
and understanding. I grew to 
be strong and stubborn but also 
patient as I used my gifts.

I was able to overcome fear, 
shyness and low self-esteem. I 
boldly told my story when asked, 
but carefully, since I did not want 
my work with the churches to 
be jeopardized. “Apart from me 
you can do nothing” (John 15:5b) 
and, “I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me” 
(Philippians 4:13) have become 
part of me as I face barriers.

Thanks be to God and to 
all who have given me courage, 
support, counsel and inspiration 
and stood by me in my darkest 
moments. I now have a 
responsibility to be and do the 
same in whatever ways I can.

I was able to 
overcome fear, 
shyness and low 
self-esteem and 
boldly told my story 
when asked.

We persevere—despite barriers 
to acceptance for moral and 
financial support—trusting our 
labor will bear fruit someday.

I have seen the women of 
Tollygunge Christian Fellowship, 
my congregation, bring change.

Women in this church have 
made an impact spiritually 
and socially while growing to 
understand how to serve as a 
woman. A woman started the 
Sunday school with a handful of 
local children, and now there are 
more than 100 attending. Women 
preached the Word in a culture 
still very male dominated. Women 
lead in worship, and all major 
church decisions are made along 
with women.

Finally, I share my own story. 
My marriage began to break 
down as early as 10 days after I 
got married. With the teaching 

Cynthia Peacock 
is South Asia 
representative for 
Mennonite World 
Conference.
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FROM THE EDITOR

We all face 
adversity,  
which comes in 
many forms.

Gordon Houser,
Editor of The Mennonite

RESILIENCE is a popular topic 
today, given the many stresses 
people experience. But for 
followers of Jesus Christ, it may 
hold greater significance.

The above definition may 
leave the impression that 
resilience is innate, or it may 
be thought of as an individual 
effort of gritting one’s teeth and 
overcoming adversity.

Certainly there are practices 
that help us deal with stress or 
adversity. But followers of Jesus 
know that we are not in this 
alone—at least we should not 
have to be.

In his book Practices of Love: 
Spiritual Disciplines for the 
Life of the World, Kyle David 
Bennett calls us to see our 
everyday activities as a way to 
“demonstrate love of others and 
bring life to the world.”

Certain practices may help 
us experience buoyancy, but our 
calling is to help one another 
recover from adversity and 
actually thrive as humans in a 
healthy environment.

In her Leadership Field 
Notes (page 34), Amy Gingerich 
defines spiritual resilience as 
what “connects brave hope in 
God with concrete action on 
behalf of others.”

I’ve experienced this many 
times in my own church 
community. For example, 
many years ago, after Jeanne 
and I had experienced our 
third miscarriage in a year, our 
brothers and sisters in Christ 
held us up when our faith was 
weak and carried us forward.

I’ve seen a powerful resilience 
in people I’ve come to know 
through Circle of Hope, a local 
group that brings together 
people working to get out of 
poverty. What seems to give 
them the most strength to 
overcome adversity is the power 
of community. They help one 
another find ways to keep going.

We all face adversity, which 
comes in many forms. Facing that 
alone is difficult. Facing it with 
others is not necessarily easy, but 
it helps make it more bearable.

The Congolese Mennonites 
have had to face horrific violence. 
Yet many have found faith, hope 
and love through practices of 
worship and hospitality (see page 
29).

Our resilience, our buoyancy, 
comes from God’s Spirit and via 
the community of God’s people 
sharing their love.

Facing adversity together

Resilience: ability to recover 
readily from illness, depression, 
adversity or the like; buoyancy


