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The Mennonite is the publication 
of Mennonite Church USA, which 
established three purposes for the 
magazine: to provide a forum for the 
voices within the denomination, to 
promote the ministries of Mennonite 
Church USA and to offer an editorial 
voice distinct from but collaborative 
with other leadership voices. The 
Mennonite (ISSN 1522-7766) is 
published on the first Tuesday of each 
month by the board for The Mennonite, 
Inc. Periodicals postage paid at Elkhart, 
IN 46517 and at additional mailing 
offices. Subscription rates for one 
year: $46 to U.S. addresses and $54 
USD to Canadian addresses. Group 
rates available. The views expressed 
in this publication do not necessarily 
represent the official positions of 
Mennonite Church USA, The Mennonite, 
or the board for The Mennonite, Inc. 
Scripture references are from the 
New Revised Standard Version unless 
otherwise noted.
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Letters
This publication welcomes your letters, 
either about our content or about 
issues facing Mennonite Church USA. 
Please keep your letter brief—one 
or two paragraphs—and about one 
subject only. We reserve the right to 
edit for length and clarity. Publication 
is also subject to space limitations. 
Email to letters@themennonite.org 
or mail to Letters, The Mennonite, 
3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, Elkhart, 
IN 46517. Please include your name 
and address. We will not print letters 
sent anonymously, though we may 
withhold names at our discretion.

The Spirit in our hearts
“The Spirit Who Dwells in Our Hearts” 
(February) by Jennifer Davis Sensenig 
was very much appreciated, but it left 
me with a question when she asked, 
“What if the Holy Spirit really does 
dwell in human hearts?”

According to Acts 2:39 and John 14:17, 
there is no question that the Holy Spirit 
is with us when we believe.

The problem is that we either grieve 
(Ephesians 4:20) or quench (1 
Thessalonians 5:19) the Spirit’s work 
when we seek our own will instead of 
God’s way.

Matthew 15:8 affirms the difference 
between our heart knowledge—the 
Holy  Spirit’s freedom—and our head 
knowledge, which can grieve or 
quench the Holy Spirit.

—Lyn Hershey, Ritzville, Wash.

Anabaptist music
In his letter on Anabaptist music 
(Letters, February), David Alleman asks 
if there are more songs and hymns that 
“praise God for [God’s] intervention on 
behalf of the poor or oppressed.”  My 
answer is, Yes, there are.

I don’t know exactly what he means 
by “defined a bit narrowly”; the two 
examples given don’t make that 
entirely clear. But looking at the 
Magnificat text alone, as cited in “My 
Soul Is Filled with Joy,” there are three 

more based on the same text in our 
hymnals: “My Soul Proclaims with 
Wonder” (Hymnal: A Worship Book 181), 
“My Soul Cries Out” (Sing the Story 124) 
and “Sing We a Song of High Revolt” 
(STS 13).

And please check out texts to the 
following HWB hymns: 111, 132, 135, 
142, 145, 168, 174, 184, 185, 322, 323, 
367, 371, 374, 384, 403, 404, 405, 409, 
411 and 417. Some of these last ones 
are in the section labeled “peace and 
justice,” which admittedly highlights 
peace more often than justice.  

In Sing the Journey, look at numbers 3, 
4, 56, 61, 65, 66, 67 and 69. In STS: 26, 
30, 33, 39, 52, 54, 64 and 115. That last 
one, “Beauty for Brokenness,” has the 
repeated confessional refrain: ”God of 
the poor, friend of the weak, give us 
compassion, we pray, melt our cold 
hearts, let tears fall like rain. Come, 
change our love from a spark to a 
flame.” Looking through our hymnals, I 
found many texts that speak eloquently 
about God’s love for the weak, poor and 
oppressed. Perhaps we should utilize all 
these more than we currently do.

—Kate Kortemeier, Metamora, Ill.
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You can find all three podcasts via our homepage.

READERS’ POLL

Look for the next 
poll question on The 

Mennonite’s Facebook 
and Twitter pages.

This month, we look at the relationship 
of technology and faith. 

Ron Tinsley (page 10) asks if 
technology is starving our spiritual 
discernment. Abby King (page 14) 
reflects on her experience of giving up 
social media for a time and practicing 
silence. Becca J.R. Lachman (page 18) 

IN THIS ISSUE

18.8% 
More positive than negative

60.4% 
More negative than positive

8.3% 
Neutral

12.5% 
I’m undecided

What is 
social 

media’s 
impact?

Smart Living,  
Simple Money
a partnership between The Mennonite, 
Inc., and Everence (launching April 23)

Hosted by Trisha Handrich

looks at how technology may affect 
our care for the Earth. Laurie Oswald 
Robinson (page 22) others a profile 
of Glen Ediger, a Mennonite whose 
interest in making things has led 
him to become a designer-inventor. 
Rose Marie Zook Barber (page 25) 
asks if cameras should be allowed in 
worship space. 

In his first editorial as executive 
director, Sheldon C. Good (page 40) 
notes the importance of connecting 
people through storytelling.

Be sure to look for more articles at 
themennonite.org.—Editor

Holding it(,) Together 
a partnership between The Mennonite, 
Inc., and Mennonite Church USA’s 
Women in Leadership Project

Hosted by Jenny Castro

Peace Lab
a partnership between The Mennonite, 
Inc., and the Peace and Justice  
Support Network

Hosted by Jason Boone and  
Melissa Florer-Bixler

Listen to our Podcasts!

COMING SOON

NEW
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Bluffton University names 
Jane Wood as president
Bluffton (Ohio) University’s board of 
trustees has named Jane Wood as 
Bluffton’s next president, beginning 
July 1.

Wood currently serves as vice president 
of academic affairs and dean at Mount 
Marty College, a Benedictine liberal 
arts and co-educational institution in 
Yankton, S.D. Her previous professional 
positions were at Westminster College, 
New Wilmington, Pa.; Park University 
and University of Missouri, both in 
Kansas City, Mo.; and Baker University, 
Baldwin City, Kan. Her experience in 
higher education includes positions as 
a tenured faculty member, department 
chair, academic dean and vice 
president. Wood earned her Ph.D. and 
master’s degree in English literature 

News Briefs

from the University of Kansas and a 
bachelor’s degree in English literature 
from the University of Missouri.

In her previous roles, Wood worked 
collaboratively with faculty, staff, 
students and public and private 
partners to develop strategic plans that 
spurred enrollment growth through 
academic program development 
including undergraduate, adult studies 
and graduate-level programs.

Wood also has experience in 
implementing successful Title IX 
program improvements, including 

diversity hiring initiatives, and in 
fundraising. She has a breadth of 
experience with different college 
settings, including serving for and 
interacting with students and faculty 
at public, private and Catholic and 
Presbyterian institutions.

Wood follows James M. Harder, who 
will retire in June after 12 years as 
president at Bluffton.

—Bluffton University

Mennonite woman  
chooses jail over 
supporting death penalty
Greta Lindecrantz, 67, a member 
of Beloved Community Mennonite 
Church in Englewood, Colo., was told 
she had to testify on behalf of the 
prosecution in an appeals hearing for 
Robert Ray, who was sentenced to 
death in 2009 for ordering the murder 
of Javad Marshall-Fields and Vivian 
Wolfe, who were witnesses in another 
murder case, according to a Feb. 27 
article in the Denver Post.

On Feb. 26, Lindecrantz refused to 
testify and was sent to jail. She was 
found in contempt of court after she 
told District Judge Michelle Amico she 
would not answer questions on the 
witness stand because of her religious 
beliefs, said the Post article. 

Her congregation and others showed 
their support, gathering to sing 
hymns outside the Arapahoe County 
Courthouse.

Then on March 10, after nearly two 
weeks in jail, Lindecrantz indicated her 
intent to testify. Ray’s lawyers said her 
refusal to testify was hurting his appeal 
and putting his life at risk, according to 
the Associated Press.

—Gordon Houser for TMail

Lancaster Mennonite 
woman runs for Congress 
in Pennsylvania
For six years, Jess King of Lancaster, Pa., 
believed in and fought for a mission: 
using business as a tool to reduce 

MCC sends meat to Puerto Rico
Rolando Flores’ family, left to right, including his daughters, Katherine, 15, 
and Glorianne, 17, and his wife, Glorimar, helped Flores bring meat to more 
than 40 percent of Puerto Rico’s municipalities. Flores is Mennonite Central 
Committee’s program coordinator for Puerto Rico, currently seconded to 
Mennonite Disaster Service.—MCC

MCC photo/Rolando Flores

COMPILED BY  

GORDON HOUSER
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poverty and help build sustainable 
communities.

But when Lancaster mayor Rick Gray 
formed a commission in 2016 to 
address the city’s poverty rate, which 
stood at around 30 percent, higher 
than Philadelphia or Pittsburgh, King 
realized the poverty rate in her city had 
increased by about half from 2000 to 
2016. King had been executive director 
of the nonprofit ASSETS since 2010.

“I’m sick and tired of working my 
heart out, and seeing other people 
do that, and not get ahead,” said 
King, 43, a member of Community 
Mennonite Church in Lancaster, in a 
Feb. 27 interview. “If we want to truly 
see things get better for all of us, we 
need to fight for people to get out of 
poverty at a systemic level.”

King took a leave of absence last 
year to run for the U.S. House of 
Representatives in the state’s 16th 
congressional district. A Democrat, she 
obtained the unanimous endorsement 
of the Lancaster County Democratic 
Committee on Feb. 27.

The incumbent in District 16 is Rep. 
Lloyd K. Smucker, a Republican. Born in 
Lancaster, he was born into an Amish 
family and graduated from Lancaster 
Mennonite High School in 1981.

—Sheldon C. Good for TMail

Anabaptist faith leaders 
advocate for better 
immigration policy
Seventeen faith leaders from Brethren 
in Christ, Mennonite Brethren 
and Mennonite Church (MC) USA 
congregations advocated for better 
immigration policy at 30 congressional 
offices representing eight states in late 
February.

The faith leaders told legislative 
aides about problems that current 
immigration policy is causing in their 
communities. They also urged their 
legislators to support a “clean” Dream 
Act—a bill to give undocumented 
immigrants who were brought to 
the United States as children a path 
to citizenship without allocating 
money for more border walls or more 
deportations.

Mara Christian Church receives Mennonite Men grant
Mara Christian Church of Charlotte, N.C., received a $40,000 JoinHands 
church grant Dec. 17, 2017, from Mennonite Men. Church leaders are Tei Do 
(left rear), Za Zah (right front) and Bei Lua (left front). With them are Lonnie 
Bartel (front center) of Mennonite Men and Dan Yoder (to his left). A member 
of Virginia Mennonite Conference, Mara Christian Church is made up of 
refugees from Myanmar who fled their country to escape persecution by the 
Buddhist military that rules the country. Many Mara Chin people have fled to 
the United States and Canada and been granted asylum here.—Mennonite Men

The Mennonite Central Committee 
Washington Office hosted the group 
Feb. 27-28. MCC staff prepared 
participants for meetings on Capitol 
Hill, supported them as they spoke 
to legislative staff members and 
debriefed afterward.

The event was financed and planned 
jointly by the Washington Office 
and MC USA and was coordinated 
by Danielle Gonzales, immigration 
project coordinator at the Washington 
Office. A similar delegation came to 
Washington, D.C., in 2013.

—Mennonite Church USA

Mennonite Health 
Assembly participants 
celebrate resilience
More than 200 health and human 
services professionals gathered March 
8-10 in Pittsburgh, Pa., to attend 
Mennonite Health Assembly 2018, 
titled “Celebrating Resilience.”

Following a Mennonite Health Services 
(MHS) Alliance members’ meeting 
March 8, the assembly opened with a 

general session that introduced five 
creative guests who were featured 
throughout the week: Sadie Gustafson-
Zook and Ethan Setiawan contributed 
musical leadership, Billy Funk offered 
lively interpretations of resilience 
through video and improv, Emily 
Marko drew illustrations of aspects of 
the assembly as they were happening, 
and Ted Swartz of Ted & Co. provided 
examples of the power of storytelling. 

During the general session March 
9, four keynote storytellers shared 
stories of resilience in their lives 
and work. Don Tyson of Eastern 
Mennonite University, Harrisonburg, 
Va.; Vicki Pendleton of Jubilee; Everett 
J. Thomas of Greencroft in Goshen, 
Ind.; and Laurie Nafziger of Oaklawn 
in Goshen each shared a testimony 
of withstanding struggle as part of a 
supportive community.

A celebration of Rick Stiffney’s years of 
service at MHS was attended by more 
than 130 guests.

—Amanda Garcia for MHS Alliance 

Read longer versions of 
these and other articles at 
themennonite.org.
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MISCELLANY

57%
Increase in anti-Semitic incidents in 

the United States last year.

—Religion News Service

Miscellany
COMPILED BY  

GORDON HOUSER

Minutes each day by which Finnish 
fathers spend more time than Finnish 
mothers with school-aged children: 

8
Number of other developed nations in 

which fathers spend more time than 
mothers with school-aged children:

0
—Harper’s

3.5 million
Canadians sang in a choir in 2016. 
That’s about 50 percent more than 

played hockey.

—hillstrategies.com

We know our nation has a  
heart problem when our 
elected leaders would rather 
fight a war on the poor than a 
war on poverty.

—The Rev. Dr. William Barber II and the Rev. 
Dr. Liz Theoharis, describing the Poor People’s 

Campaign: A National Call for a Moral Revival

Permanent war
If you are 16 or younger, the United 
States has been at war continuously 
since your birth. If you’re an American 
taxpayer, you are helping pay off a war 
bill estimated at $4.8 trillion. If you live 
in either Iraq or Afghanistan, you’ve 
seen more than 370,000 of your fellow 
citizens killed in direct conflict and 
another 800,000 die from the indirect 
effects of war since 2001. “When 
did we as a nation accept that war 
is normal?” asks John Byron, retired 
captain in the U.S. Navy. “When did we 
choose to wage endless war in distant 
countries of no direct threat to the 
United States?”

 —Christian Century

Childhood obesity
Childhood obesity has increased 
tenfold over the past four decades, 
according to a study reported in 
Lancet, a medical journal. There are an 
estimated 124 million obese children 
worldwide. The world needs to tackle 
the promotion, marketing, price and 
advertising of food loaded with salt, 
sugar and calories, says Dr. Fiona Bull 
of the World Health Organization. 
Wealthier nations have been reluctant 
to use taxation and regulation of 
the food industry to reduce the 
consumption of high-calorie, low-
nutrition foods and beverages. 
Childhood obesity tends to be higher 
in poorer countries. Healthy foods such 
as grains, fruits and vegetables need to 
be more affordable to poor families.

—Christian Century

Right to carry increases 
violent crime
A National Bureau of Economic 
Research paper looked at the 
relationship between gun laws and 
crime rates. Analyzing 33 states that 
adopted right-to-carry laws—which 
allow anyone who meets minimal 
requirements to obtain concealed-
carry permits—between 1977 and 
2014, NBER researchers found that, 
10 years after the laws were passed, 
violent crime rates increased.

 —Pacific Standard

9 million
A study in Lancet has found  

that pollution is responsible for 
9 million premature deaths each 
year—more than the combined  

toll from war and hunger.

—Sierra
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CONGREGATIONAL SNAPSHOT

1

Bethesda 
Mennonite Church

1. Kathy Friesen (left), Margaret Hiebner and Dorothy 
Balaban tie comforters at the Bethesda Women’s 
Ministries Sewing Day. Photo by Rebecca Buller

2. Leland Thiessen (left), Don Regier, Larry 
Swartzendruber, Eugene Bergen, Elmer Thiessen 
and Donna Regier help with the Mennonite Central 
Committee meat canner. Photo by Brent Swartzendruber

3. The Bethesda Mennonite Church choir presents 
Handel’s Messiah on Dec. 10, 2017. Photo by Homer Peters

4. Participants in last year’s Vacation Bible School pose 
in the sanctuary. Photo by Elizabeth Underwood Goertzen

Henderson, Neb.

2 3

4
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T H E 
D I G I T A L 
D E S E R T

Photo illustration by Ron Tinsley

Is technology starving our 
spiritual discernment?
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irst came the pagers 
in the 1990s. I heard 
them occasionally 

beep during the Sunday 
service. Although they were 
annoying, I still wished I had 
one. To a young adult like me, 
it symbolized status. It meant 
someone was looking for you. 
However, this self-induced 
perception was shattered 
when I discovered that drug 
dealers were using them in their 
operations. Before I could think 
about the implications of this 
issue, the pager was eclipsed by 
the rise of the mobile phone in 
the early 2000s. From there, it 
seems like overnight, we went 
from privileged professionals 
with mobile phones to terrorist 
bombings detonated by mobile 
phones to 8-year-olds playing 
Minecraft on smartphones.

Has anyone paid attention to 
how fast this happened? 

If you think technology has 
no impact on spiritual formation, 
you are mistaken. The Bible 
consistently warns us about where 
we fix our gaze and how we direct 
our desires. From the golden calf 
in the Old Testament to Jesus’ 
temptation in the wilderness, 
where we focus our inclinations 
tells others what is important 
to us. As Christians, our focus 
should be on Jesus and the Spirit 
he promised us.

F Spiritual discernment, 
practices and contemplation 
are seen throughout the Bible. 
There are the Old Testament 
prophets who received the 
word of the LORD. There 
is Anna the prophetess, who 
worshiped at the Temple day 
and night, fasting and praying 
(Luke 2:37). Jesus discerned 
Satan’s motives and responded 
with Scripture (Matthew 4), 
and the Apostle Paul tells us to 
examine everything carefully 
(1 Thessalonians 5:21-22). The 
more ascetic monastic orders 
that developed later sought to 
live away from the world and see 
their calling as a vocation devoted 
to God. With our abundant 
leisure time and media stimuli, 
we have more distractions than 
ancient peoples faced. This can 
draw us away from the rich 
oasis of experiencing God and 
increasingly into a digital desert 
of distractions. Many of them are 
coming through technology. 

So what is technology?

The late material scientist 
William David Kingery defines 
technology as “the purposeful 
production and use of tools and 
methods for manipulating and 
controlling the world around 
us.” It makes sense that we 
immediately think of information 
and communication technologies 
(ICTS) that are ubiquitous in 

our culture. But according to 
his definition, various forms of 
technology appear in the Bible. 

For example, according to 
Exodus 25:10-22, God gave 
Moses specific instructions on 
how to build the Ark of the 
Covenant. It was to be treated as a 
sacred object that only the priests 
carried and that housed the 10 
Commandments. God provided 
a larger noble purpose for the 
ark, which helped the Israelites 
appreciate the technology 
(production and function) used to 
bring the ark into existence. But 
they dared not worship the ark or 
the technology. (Unfortunately, 
Israel engaged in idolatry in 
a variety of ways in the Old 
Testament.)

But today, being able to 
engineer our future individually 
has encouraged us to place a great 
deal of faith in technology. As our 
reliance on technology grows, says 
MIT professor Sherry Turkle, we 
will expect less from each other. 
If this happens, it follows that we 
will expect less from God. After 
all, God has made it possible 
for us to see his image in other 
people. What happens when we 
treat people like objects? What 
if we choose artificial interaction 
over a flesh-and-blood image 
bearer as a way of life? If Jesus had 
taken this approach, he could have 
sent a simple text message with 
a heart emoji saying, “God loves 

If you think technology 
has no impact on spiritual 

formation, you are mistaken. 
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you” instead of dying on the cross. 
As we expect less from God, our 
solutions to complex problems are 
in danger of becoming anemic and 
self-serving. 

Lurking beneath our 
commitment to innovation is 
what I call the god of progress. 
G.K. Chesterton says we assume 
society is progressing because 
technology is progressing. I 
wonder if Europeans felt this way 
after the latest military technology 
decimated their countries in 
World War II. As technology 
makes us more autonomous and, 
in some cases, more dangerous, 
deeper spiritual questions go 
unanswered. 

Most of us utilize technology 
to make our lives simpler and 
more entertaining. Does this 
encourage us to be Spirit-filled 
followers of God? Sometimes, 
yes. My wife and I use Google 
Hangouts once a week to call 
our son, who is away at college. 
He enjoys staying connected 
to us and his siblings. We pray 
with him at the end of every call, 
but we don’t dare assume our 
virtual connection is enough to 
deepen our relationship with him. 
Technology can give us a false 
sense of security, which means 
we stop actively discerning God’s 
will. We pray for him and his 
friends even when we do not talk 
to him. As his father, I call weekly 
to listen and pray with him. 

This approach has deepened our 
relationship and, in turn, has set 
examples for him as he builds new 
relationships. 

So I believe technology can be 
used for good if we are aware of its 
effects. As a graphic designer and 
freelance brand consultant, I have 
worked around it for more than 
20 years. I create on the computer 
and use the internet for research. 
I have taught college classes on 
media, technology and their 
influence. I also train nonprofits 
and businesses on the best way to 
rebrand and market themselves. 
The late media theorist Marshall 
McLuhan figured that technology 
can shape us. He coined the 
phrase “the medium is the 
message.”

Here are a few ways the use 
of technology is impairing 
society’s ability to make good 
judgments:

• Spectacle: Doxing involves 
finding someone’s private 
information (address, phone 
number) on the Internet and 
broadcasting it publicly. This 
is employed via social media 
during very contentious 
discussions. People have 
received death threats because 
of this practice. Is there such a 
thing as privacy anymore, even 
for those we disagree with?

• Convenience: Some people 
believe viewing a Christian 
program or Sunday service 
on television is the same as 
being in Christian community. 
So if we watch Communion 
on TV, is that the same as 
participating in it?

• Comfort: Social media 
encourages us to be armchair 
activists by signing a petition 
with one click. How does this 
quick-click attitude affect 

our ability to discuss and 
participate in movements that 
need sustained participation in 
real time? 

• Pleasure: When a human is 
in danger, we are becoming 
accustomed to seeing ourselves 
as citizen voyeurs (recording 
the event) rather than caring 
citizens (intervening in the 
event). For example, a man 
drowned because five teens 
would rather record him with 
their smartphones struggling 
for life than help him. How 
is technology being used to 
validate our unhealthy gaze?

These four human pursuits 
aided by technology are also 
contributing to a society that is 
becoming more narcissistic. 

The parable of the sower in 
Matthew 13 speaks to this issue. 
Jesus quotes Isaiah 6:9-10 to 
compare the hardened hearts 
during prophet Isaiah’s time to 
the people of his day. His parables 
were meant to spur the humble to 
deeper reflection, yet conceal the 
truth from the spiritually lazy. The 
dullness in verse 15 is a form of 
self-absorption that leads us away 
from discernment. For example, 
does our identity in Christ take 
precedence over our real and 
virtual identities (ethnic, cultural, 
economic) or vice versa? Are we 
concerned about the gun violence 
near where we live, or do we only 
care when it’s a national event? 
Do we develop our Christian 
witness from entertainment or 
from spending time with Jesus, 
Christian community and the 
crowds? Does social media inform 
our politics or vice versa? All 
truth is God’s truth, but careful 
discernment means testing what 
is placed before us and listening 
for God’s Spirit to reveal what’s 
true or good. At the same time, 

As we expect 
less from God, 
our solutions to 
complex problems 
are in danger of 
becoming anemic 
and self-serving. 
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Ron Tinsley is 
creative director for 
Mennonite Church 
USA and a member 
of Oxford Circle 
Mennonite Church 
in Philadelphia. He 
hopes the book he 
wants to write on 
faith and technology 
sees the light of 
day. You can view 
his design work at 
prophetiksoul.com.

discernment is not a recipe for 
endless contemplation or impulsive 
reactions. It is a measured response 
prompted by God’s Spirit.

I have committed myself to 
planting seeds of hope in the 
digital desert where I live and 
praying for a harvest. I occasionally 
utilize technology to do this. But 
more and more, I’m leaving it 
behind because it distracts me and 
those I encounter. Martin Luther 
King Jr. also saw the limits of 
technology. In 1964, he delivered a 
lecture, “The Quest for Peace and 
Justice,” in Norway the day after 
receiving the Nobel Peace Prize. 
As he talked about finding ways to 
build a healthy global community, 
he also said this: 

“There is a sort of poverty of 
the spirit [that] stands in glaring 
contrast to our scientific and 
technological abundance. The 
richer we have become materially, 
the poorer we have become morally 
and spiritually.”

This poverty of spirit thrives 
in the digital desert. My response 
is to practice being open to the 
opportunities the Lord provides 
outside my door instead of 
scrolling through Facebook. After 
all, we may live in a time plagued 
by a lack of discernment, but so did 
Jesus. All we need is that one seed 
to fall on good soil. And guess 
what? There is no app for that.
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BALANCING  

On not letting 
 social media prevent 

engaging one’s silent self

BY  ABBY KING
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L ast September, I deleted 
Twitter, Facebook, 
Snapchat, Instagram, 

Pinterest and any other app 
that drew my attention away 
from the here and now. My 
best friend had done the same 
months earlier and suggested 
a cleanse, which I ignored until 
I realized how detrimental 
social media was to my work 
ethic. I found myself scrolling 
on Twitter, watching videos on 
Facebook and posting photos to 
Instagram when I was supposed 
to be writing papers. I spent 
two and a half months without 
social media and found the time 
to be refreshing and necessary.

While I haven’t downloaded 
all those apps back, I have 
restored two: Instagram and 
Twitter. I ended my “social media 
cleanse” because, as a journalist, 
I’m constantly reminded how 
important it is to possess a 
“brand.” Future employers will 
expect me to have a small yet 
substantial group of followers 
to prove that yes, I am literate 
in social media, and yes, I can 
create relevant and interesting 
content. However, while I’ve 
reinstalled those apps, I’m wary of 
the distractions they will create. 

A majority of what we post 
on social media doesn’t 

matter. We post things just 
to hear ourselves speak. 

Before I deleted all my social 
media apps, I let them dictate 
how much work I got done or how 
much I connected with people in 
person. But I believe that with a 
defined set of rules I can use social 
media without letting it consume 
my life. 

My first rule is, Stop 
consuming and instead spend 
time in silence. After I took a trip 
to the Hermitage, a retreat center, 
I struggled to return into the noise 
of my life in college. Immediately 
after returning, I lay in bed, 
trying to avoid a meltdown. Those 
hours I spent in solitude changed 
me for the better. I desired to “live 
in the moment” and spend the rest 
of my life in solitude. I checked 
out convents in hopes of finding a 
place where silence was welcomed 
instead of avoided. While on 
the silent retreat, I read Thomas 
Merton’s essay “Creative Silence.” 
Merton writes: “When we are 
quiet, not just for a few minutes 
but for an hour or several hours, 
we may become uneasily aware 
of the presence within us of a 
disturbing stranger, the self that is 
both ‘I’ and someone else.…There 
is a silent self within us whose 
presence is disturbing precisely 
because it is so silent: It can’t be 
spoken.”

At the Hermitage, I met my 
silent self. For a short while, 
I was able to exist, pure and 
free. In my journal I wrote: “By 
embracing [my] silent self, I 
am inviting ‘being’ into my life. 
I’m taking moments, minutes, 
hours to simply exist and only 
exist. To reflect. To be. How 
often do I take time to just be? 
Never.” Prior to that retreat, I 
spent hours each day scrolling 
on my phone and, subsequently, 
consuming thousands of tweets 
and photos and posts. So much of 
that content was unnecessary. My 
grandfather, a perpetually grumpy 
Mennonite man, used to say to my 
father, “You’re just talking to hear 
yourself speak.” Years later, my 
father said the same to me. When 
I think of social media—Twitter, 
Tumblr, Instagram, Facebook, the 
like—my mind goes instantly to 
that scolding. A majority of what 
we post on social media doesn’t 
matter. We post things just to 
hear ourselves speak. 

By limiting my social media 
use, I’ll cut down on unnecessary 
thoughts that clog my newsfeed 
and, ultimately, my brain, making 
silence all the harder. What if 
instead of wasting our time liking, 
retweeting or posting, we spent 
time in silence? And then we only 

Goshen (Ind.) College students Dillon 
Hershey, Stephanie Dilbone and Sharada 
Weaver in the dining hall 

Photo by Abby King
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spoke, tweeted or posted when we 
had something meaningful to say. 

In Silence and Solitude, 
Merton writes, “Silence has 
many dimensions…it can be 
presence, awareness, unification, 
self-discovery.” I hope to spend 
more time in silence. It’s hard to 
do when I live in a dorm and am 
usually surrounded by others. But 
I hope to get to know myself on a 
more intimate level. Maybe all the 
pain and hurt I carry around will 
come to the surface, and I’ll be 
able to finally face those wounds, 
once and for all. 

Don’t use social media in the 
presence of others is my other 
rule. On a typical evening, I’ll sit 
at a dinner table with my friends 
in the college’s dining hall. We’ll 
be engaged in conversation, and if 
a lull occurs, hands instinctively 
grab cell phones, and everyone at 
the table is no longer talking but 
scrolling. I hate sitting at a dinner 
table where I’m surrounded by 
people on their phones. I want to 
stand up and leave. Unfortunately, 
this seems to take place at every 
table there. Seldom is everyone at 
the table fully engaged, their cell 
phones hidden away. 

The Pew Research Center 
conducted a study of Americans’ 
views on mobile etiquette and 
found that 89 percent of adults 
“used their phone during the 
most recent social gathering they 
attended.” And 82 percent of 
adults say that “when people use 
their phones in [social] settings it 
frequently or occasionally hurts 
the conversation.” 

Why do we do this? Sherry 
Turkle, in an interview with The 
Guardian, says: “I believe we are 
wired to talk. It is a Darwinian 
thing.” I agree. Human beings 
are meant to connect, to get to 

know one another. That’s why I’m 
going to try to control my need 
for scrolling through feeds while 
engaging others. Often, I find 
myself having “real conversations” 
with my dearest friends—phones 
tucked away and attention given 
to the speaker. However, I’ve 
found it hard to do the same with 
others I may not enjoy as much as 
my friends. Yet everyone deserves 
to be heard, to be connected, to be 
engaged. 

My rules, while seemingly 
simple, are hard to follow. My 
fingers itch to type, scroll and 
double tap. When I notice the 
urge to pick my phone up and 
distract myself from whatever is 
around me—others or silence—I 
have to remind myself that 
my phone and social media 
will only give me a false sense 
of connection, of wholeness. 
The only place I can truly find 
connection is within myself and 
with others. I’ve realized that 
quitting social media completely 
may not be realistic for a journalist 
and media connoisseur, but if I’m 
going to use it, I’ll do so in the 
most responsible way I can. And 
maybe others, beginning with my 
friends around the cafeteria table, 
will follow my lead and disconnect 
from their phones. 

Three months later

While I wish I could say I‘ve 
followed all my rules and haven’t 
slipped up, I can’t. Taking time 

for silence often feels like a chore. 
Why would I take the time to sit 
alone in my thoughts—obsessing 
over what essay is due next or how 
many hours I have until the next 
meeting or any other thought on 
my 20-year-old’s mind—when 
I could just distract myself with 
a colorful newsfeed? But every 
night, as I’m getting ready for 
bed, I take a few moments to 
appreciate the silence. I notice the 
whirring of my ceiling fan, the 
horn from a train in the distance. 
I take time to reflect on my day, 
what went well, what did not. I 
spend more time alone, but I’m 
not lonely, for I have my silent 
self. And I feel myself connecting 
with my friends on a more 
intentional level. 

I often think about the Golden 
Rule; how do I want others to 
interact with me? Do I want them 
to scroll through Instagram while 
I’m talking to them? No. So I 
shouldn’t do so while talking to 
them. When you boil it down, it’s 
about courtesy. I need to respect 
myself, my silent self, and take 
time to be alone in silence. I need 
to respect others by prioritizing 
them instead of my newsfeed.

Abby King is a 
sophomore in 
journalism and 
writing at Goshen 
(Ind.) College.

Human beings are meant to  
connect, to get to know one another. 
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RIPPLES  
IN THE  
WATER
Technology and earth care
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ere’s an incomplete 
portrait of the 
place I called home 

for over a decade (Athens, 
Ohio): Deciduous forests, 
rock outcroppings, caves and 
waterfalls abound—the same 
natural beauty that supports 
outdoor tourism—once 
attracted the Shawnee and 
other Native American tribes 
that thrived here before being 
displaced by white settlers. 

The local, slow-food movement 
is booming; we host an annual 
pawpaw festival, many restaurants 
support local food producers, and 
we have one of the largest farmers’ 
markets in the country.

Because of abundant clay and 
wood to fire kilns, the area was 
once world famous for its locally 
made bricks. Generations of 
job opportunities in the fossil-
fuel extraction trade have also 
disappeared, leaving behind 
shrinking and neglected towns, 
contaminated streams and 
an urgent need for new job 
infrastructure that pays a living 
wage. 

College students flock here by 
the tens of thousands; sometimes 
they respect and invest in the 
community and landscape around 
them before leaving. Meanwhile, 
a new generation of back-to-
the-landers are starting small 
farms, solar power companies and 
communes—all while the number 
of oil and gas injection wastewater 
wells increases.

In 2015, Pope Francis released 
a book-length encyclical titled 
Laudato Si :́ On Care for Our 
Common Home. Thanks to the 
media, Pope Francis’s call to 
repentance and action had an 
instant global reach. Such a 
powerful religious leader naming 
how humanity today has lost 
touch with God’s creation was 
both shocking and inspiring to 
many around the world. “We are 
not God,” he wrote. “The earth 
was here before us and was given 
to us.” 1

This point is echoed in various 
parts of the Bible, and if we 
take it seriously, we continue to 
transform our actions to reflect 
a sacred connection to our 
neighbors in creation—all other 

If we don’t feel 
a bond with the 
natural world, is it 
easier to take its 
majesty and wisdom 
for granted or to 
downplay how our 
choices may affect 
others now and in 
the future?

living things, including plant and 
animal life. 

Never before has it been so 
easy to contact our leaders or find 
ways to plug in (pun intended) to 
environmental education, dialogue 
and actions. We can telecommute 
to meetings and conferences 
instead of getting in a car or on 
a plane. Where I live, cutting-
edge, infrared research using 
drones is being used to detect 
water pollution and endangered-
animal populations, and an app 
that tracks local buses in real time 

H
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TALK ABOUT IT

Technology and ourselves

• How do you define home? How is 
your home’s history, present and 
future related to the natural world? 
To environmental justice? If you don’t 
know, do some research online.

• Pope Francis writes that “[t]he idea of 
infinite or unlimited growth, which 
proves so attractive to economists, 
financiers and experts in technology…
is based on the lie that there is an 
infinite supply of the earth’s goods.” 
How does caring for “the earth’s goods” 
fit into your current faith practice? Your 
use of technology?

Technology and others

• I was raised with the saying, “Live simply 
so that others can simply live.” How 
does technology help us live simply? 
How does it hinder our living simply?

• “The more technology I use, the more 
ads I encounter.” Is this statement true 
for you, too? If so, how do the ads affect 
your faith? Your consumerism? 

Technology and discernment

• Research one device you use on a daily 
basis. What materials is it made of? 
What company makes this product? 
Can you find information about the 
workers who helped make your device? 
What are their jobs like? What is their 
quality of life?

• How do we find more life in things 
other than consumerism and 
materialism in today’s world? Personally, 
I need community and accountability 
to keep answering this question. I 
need to cultivate relationships so that 
possibilities like sharing libraries (where 
members loan out items instead of 
buying their own) and time exchanges 
(where members contribute their 
talents and resources in equal exchange 
for needed services and resources, all 
without exchanging money) feel not 
only doable but preferable. Would you 
consider starting a time exchange in 
your town or a sharing library with your 
friends, church or neighborhood? If so, 
what things or services would you be 
interested in sharing?
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Becca J.R. Lachman 
is a member of 
Columbus (Ohio) 
Mennonite Church.

1. www.cnn.com/2015/06/18/world/pope-
encyclical-quotes

2.  Berry, The Art of the Commonplace: 
The Agrarian Essays of Wendell Berry 
(Counterpoint, 2003), 89.

Excerpted from Upside-Down Living: 
Technology. © 2016 by Herald Press. All 
rights reserved. Used with permission.

means more and more people who 
grew up in rural areas are using 
public transportation for the first 
time. 

As climate change affects 
more of our neighbors—locally, 
nationally and halfway around 
the world—we often hear 
firsthand accounts because of 
podcasts, online reporting or 
Sunday night Skype talks with 
missionaries and social justice 
workers commissioned by our 
denominations and congregations.

Some weeks, I spend more 
time looking at digital nature 
scenes than encountering nature 
itself. Genesis 2:3 states that 
God deliberately rested on the 
seventh day of creating. Perhaps 
one simple way of honoring God’s 
ongoing artistry would be to truly 
experience nature every seventh 
day.

If we don’t feel a bond with 
the natural world, is it easier to 
take its majesty and wisdom for 
granted or to downplay how our 

Photos by Becca J.R. Lachman

choices may affect others now and 
in the future?
God spoke: “Let us make human 
beings in our image, make them 
reflecting our nature so they can be 
responsible for the fish in the sea, the 
birds in the air, the cattle, and, yes, 
Earth itself, and every animal that 
moves on the face of Earth.” God 
created human beings; he created 
them godlike, reflecting God’s 
nature. He created them male and 
female. God blessed them: “Prosper! 
Reproduce! Fill Earth! Take charge! Be 
responsible for fish in the sea and birds 
in the air, for every living thing that 
moves on the face of Earth”  
(Genesis 1:26-28, The Message).

The more technology I 
use, the more ads I encounter. 
Luckily, I have a small group 
of friends who regularly wrestle 
with linked issues like faith 
and consumerism. I’ve learned 
that an act as simple as walking 
along the river or weeding a 
flower bed can reroot me to 

God’s mystery and abundance 
around me. Farmer and writer 
Wendell Berry proposes that the 
interconnectedness of the natural 
world with other layers of life is 
more powerful than most of us 
realize. He writes the following in 
his essay “Think Little”:
If we apply our minds…to the needs 
of the earth, then we will have begun 
to make fundamental and necessary 
changes in our minds. We will begin 
to understand and to mistrust and to 
change our wasteful economy, which 
markets not just the produce of the 
earth, but also the earth’s ability to 
produce. We will see that beauty and 
utility are alike dependent upon the 
health of the world. But we will also 
see through the fads and the fashions 
of protest. We will see that war and 
oppression and pollution are not 
separate issues but aspects of the 
same issue. Amid the outcries for the 
liberation of this group or that we will 
know that no person is free except in 
the freedom of other people, and that 
[people’s] only real freedom is to know 
and faithfully occupy [their] place—a 
much humbler place than we have 
been taught to think—in the order of 
creation. 2l



From farm boy
toymaker to 

designer-inventor
Glen Ediger creates tools 

and writes history 

BY  L AURIE OSWALD ROBINSON

Glen Ediger looks over some 
of his Environmental Exposure 
artworks in progress.

Photo by Laurie Oswald Robinson
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“I am not a professional writer 
or a historian,” he said. “Also, 
I can’t spell. But when I get 
interested in something, I can’t let 
it go.”

Though an eventual award 
winner, the book’s beginning was 
unimpressive. “We cleaned up 
Karen’s parents’ farm in Goessel, 
Kan., where they had an old 
threshing stone,” he said. “We 
first moved it to her mother’s 
duplex, and now it sits in our 
yard.” It turned out to be one of 
only about 100 he documented. 

Ediger hunted the Great 
Plains states and other regions in 
the United States to see how many 
he could find, though by this time 
they were sometimes considered 
“antique junk.” He photographed 
those he found locally and 
traveled to other areas as well. He 
researched them online, visited 
historical festivals and listened to 
stories of people whose families 
still had one or did at one time. 

“Most of the threshing stones 
had become obsolete by the late 
1870s, when Russian Mennonites 
migrated here to Kansas,” he said. 
“Threshing machines were already 
being used, but Mennonites 
didn’t know about them….So the 
thrifty Mennonite immigrants 
had possibly 150-200 stones made 
here.”

In part because of the 
book, the huge, humble stone 
implements became a powerful 
symbol of something that could 
easily have been forgotten to 
history. “The response to my book 
showed me it is important to keep 
historical symbols alive in people’s 
imagery,” Ediger said. 

His next book, A Hopeful View, 
which he researched, wrote and 
designed about his childhood 

turn this into a career. I didn’t 
take a single art course at Buhler 
(Kan.) High School.”

Ediger pursued a major in art 
and a minor in industrial arts at 
Bethel College in North Newton, 
where he was mentored by such 
people as Bob Regier, Emerson 
Wiens and Ada Mae Haury. It’s 
there he met and married Karen. 
In the ensuing decades—during 
which he and Karen adopted 
a son, Brandan—he has used 
his creative drive to benefit the 
community in practical ways. 

As recipient of Bethel College’s 
Outstanding Alumnus award 
for 2012, Ediger, a longtime 
member of Bethel College 
Mennonite Church in North 
Newton, has carried on a legacy 
of faith and service. Along with 
doing graphic design, he’s written 
books, engaged with carpentry, 
created various kinds of art and 
volunteered within his faith family 
and community. 

Writing surprise surfaces  
on journey 

It’s hard to surprise Ediger, 
given how his curious mind 
has unraveled mysteries of the 
natural world. Yet he says he was 
shocked by the successful, late-
in-life writing career. It began 
with his researching, writing and 
designing Leave No Threshing 
Stone Unturned. 

The book about the history of 
threshing stones (used to separate 
the wheat grain from the chaff) 
was the winner of the prestigious 
IPPY bronze medal for Mid-West 
Region Non-Fiction. It was also 
the history book of the year for 
the Kansas Authors’ Club and the 
runner-up national Good Book 
Award in history.

I got my best and 
first education 
growing up on a 
farm and seeing 
how things worked.

hen Glen Ediger 
grew up as a 
Mennonite farm 

boy in western Harvey County, 
Kan., he fixed household items 
for his mother and created toys 
for himself, including a race car, 
a tugboat and a front loader for 
his pedal tractor. 

Today, Ediger, 64, still invents 
and creates, but his projects are 
larger. The youngest of three 
boys who helped harvest wheat, 
he is director of design, research 
and development at Vornado Air 
Circulation Systems in Andover, 
Kan. He is listed as the inventor 
on 100 U.S. patents, which 
include Vornado products, a hand 
drill and other tools found in 
hardware stores worldwide. 

W

“I got my best and first 
education growing up on a farm 
and seeing how things worked,” 
Ediger said during an interview 
at his North Newton, Kan., home 
with his wife, Karen Unruh 
Ediger, a medical transcriptionist. 
“I fixed anything that broke on 
the farm. And I had an insatiable 
need to create stuff.

He said he thinks his parents 
and people at his childhood 
congregation, Hoffnungsau 
Mennonite Church, knew he was 
creative. “Every Sunday I drew on 
the corners of bulletins,” he said, 
“and Mom saved those….I didn’t 
know until much later that I could 
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Laurie Oswald 
Robinson is a writer 
in Newton, Kan., and 
the author of Forever 
Family.

I am discovering 
over and over 
that you can’t 
understand 
anything well unless 
you compare it to 
other things.

church, Hoffnungsau, in rural 
Inman, also resonated with 
Mennonites, especially those 
who helped develop the 140-year 
history of the congregation. 

“That book was considerably 
harder to write than the one 
about threshing stones,” he 
said, “because I had to cover 
so much ground that I was not 
part of [when I grew up] in the 
congregation.” 

As the youngest son of 
the late Albert M. and Lydia 
Schmidt Ediger, he grew up in 
a safe web of a huge extended 
biological family that included 
church leaders, plus a large, 
intergenerational church family. 

“I had only attended 
Hoffnungsau for 30 of its 140 
years, so it was in fear and 
trembling that I said yes to the 
invitation to do this book,” he 
said. “I did not know much about 
the church’s history before me, 
or much of the details about the 
church after I left.”

He combed through old boxes 

of correspondence and church 
records. He depended on some 
documents translated from 
German and interviewed a half 
dozen current-day Sunday school 
classes. 

“It was tricky, because I did 
not want to write about anything 
controversial or uncover any 
skeletons in the closet,” he said. 
“It was a balancing act to treat 
everyone equally and fairly, given 
that in the earlier days, church 
members from Buhler and Inman 
had an intense school rivalry.”

Reflecting on the relativity in 
all things 

In the past few years, Ediger 
has rested from the intensity of 
authoring and is scaling back on 
volunteer engagements. These 
have included serving as a deacon, 
a Venture Club director and 
youth mentor at Bethel College 
Mennonite Church. He has held 
other posts, including serving as 
former president of Kauffman 
Museum in North Newton. 

He’s taken a solo motorcycle 
trip and created a blog called 
“Mennonite Farmer,” which has 
3,500 followers in 42 countries. 
He has also developed an 
environmental art form that uses 
the weather over time to “burn” 
images of items placed on steel. 
These multidimensional endeavors 
have led him to reflect on the 
importance of relativity—how all 
things relate to each other. 

“I am discovering over and 
over that you can’t understand 
anything well unless you compare 
it to other things,” he said. 
“Everything we think or perceive 
is relative to something else.”

Though he couldn’t have 
known as a childhood maker of 
tugboats that he would become a 
designer-inventor later in life, the 
seed of the man grew strong and 
tall in the Kansas prairie soil. 

“It’s important, especially in 
our modern, multidimensional 
Mennonite world, that we know 
where we come from, know our 
families, our religion and why we 
do the things we do….If you don’t 
understand your past, you can’t 
understand who you are today,” he 
said.

Glen Ediger works on a project in his 
home art studio/shop. 

Photo by Laurie Oswald Robinson
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SACRED  
SPACE

Should cameras be 
allowed in worship space?

BY  ROSE MARIE ZOOK BARBER 

Photo by Hannah Gerig Meyer
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the powerful part of the activity 
that could never be documented 
through a camera lens. What had 
been a sacred moment between 
God and me was shattered. I 
felt exploited, violated, trapped, 
put in a cage for display, my 
invitation to a private moment 
with God reduced to a photo-op. 
I wanted nothing more than to 
run far away, and it took all the 
determination I could muster to 
stay in position long enough for 
them to finish. 

I have been wary of cameras 
in worship spaces ever since. And 
I have noticed their use in our 
congregations, retreats, conference 
meetings and denominational 
gatherings. Communion. 
Anointings. Baptisms. At 
a wedding, a photographer 
positioned himself at the front of 
the sanctuary and looked out over 
all those present as he snapped 
his camera lens. It is easy to allow 
random access to photographers 
but even more tempting for us to 
pull out our own cell phones and 
discreetly snap away. 

We like our cameras, but how 
can we be judicious in their use? 

Perhaps it would help to bring 
the word “sacred” back into our 
vocabulary. Mennonites are 
taught to refer to our ritual acts 
as signs. Our Confession of Faith 
in a Mennonite Perspective tells us 
“baptism with water is a sign of 
our cleansing from sin” and “an 
outward pledge of our covenant 
with God.” The Lord’s Supper is 
“a sign by which we remember 
our covenant with God and each 
other.” 

When we think of ritual 
acts as signs, we are tempted to 
conclude they are merely about 

ourselves, with God a distant 
onlooker. From this viewpoint, 
indiscriminate use of cameras 
seems innocuous. However, if 
we instead think of rituals as 
sacred, we open ourselves to the 
possibility of God as not only 
being a part of the equation but 
an active participant. Then our 
photography will never be able 
to document the real event but 
may well be intruding upon it. 
No picture could have adequately 
shown what was going on inside 
me at that moment, but the 
appearance of the camera certainly 
had the power to disrupt it. 
The next time we are tempted to 
create technological memories in a 
worship setting, let’s first ask some 
questions:

1. Does this photo need to be 
taken? 

2. How do I plan to use the photo?

3. Is there another way to 
document this part of the 
event? Could a photo of a 
different aspect of the gathering 
serve my purpose as well?

4. Is the photo I’m about to take a 
potentially vulnerable moment 
for the one involved?

5. Did I ask permission from the 
person/people ahead of time 
to take their photo, and did I 
explain how the photo might be 
used?

6. Might my photographing 
them be an intrusion on their 
encounter with God?

7. Is there some way I could 
participate in this event if I 
weren’t taking the photo? Or 
do I have to disengage myself 
from participating with the faith 
community while I take it?

wo photographs on 
the front cover of The 
Mennonite this past 

year gave me pause, one of the 
imposition of ashes and one 
of an anointing. Several years 
ago, I participated in a weekend 
retreat for spiritual directors 
in the Pacific Northwest that 
focused on the four seasons in 
our lives. 

Throughout, we were asked 
to embody our journey through 
movement and the exploration 
of our senses. After each of the 
four seasonal segments, we were 
invited in our own space to create 
a sculpture with our bodies that 
expressed our relationship with 
God at that moment in our 
lives. After we had each formed 
our individual pose, we were 
instructed in silence to come 
together in the center of the room 
and connect ours to all the others 
so that we created one large, 
embodied sculpture. There I stood 
alongside the others, my heart 
pounding, scarcely able to breathe 
as my body and the Divine 
wrapped together in intimate 
prayer. 

Then the cameras appeared. 
The facilitator and convener of 
the retreat each made a complete 
circle around us, taking photos 
of our sculpture from each side 
as we stood there. I doubt the 
photographers gave this a second 
thought. Perhaps they thought 
they were simply documenting 
a moment that was complete in 
what they saw in front of them. 
Maybe they wanted photos to 
post on their websites to advertise 
upcoming retreats. 

They seemed oblivious to 
the unseen, the sacred at work, 

T
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Rose Marie Zook 
Barber is pastor 
of Eugene (Ore.) 
Mennonite Church.

Others at the retreat that day 
may not have minded the cameras 
at all. Each of us experiences 
the Divine in our own way, so it 
doesn’t seem reasonable to attempt 
a one-size-fits-all prescription 
for the use of cameras in worship 
and ritual. But perhaps asking 
ourselves questions about when 
and how we use them can be a 
first step in starting a conversation 
and making wise choices as we go 
forward.
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AKIKO ARATANI and Raymond 
Epp had decided to give five years 
to Menno Village. Five years to 
help start a Christian community 
in rural Hokkaido, Japan, on 
land purchased by nearby urban 
churches. Five years to use the 
land to start a farm rooted in the 
idea of community supported 
agriculture (CSA), a process that 
Akiko and Ray had both studied 

Travis Duerksen of Mennonite Mission 
Network

Growing 
relationships 
between urban 
and rural 
communities

and worked with in Canada, 
where they had met before getting 
married.

They were told that five years 
wouldn’t be enough.

“Nothing is going to happen 
if you don’t stay for at least 10 
years,” Epp recalls a friend telling 
him. So they decided to stay for 
10 years. During that time, their 
family grew to include four boys, 
and the initial timeline they had 
set faded away. 

Now, 24 years later, the 
family continues to live and 
work at Menno Village, sharing 
farming duties with other workers 
throughout the year and inviting 
anyone who is interested to come 
and learn about their vision of 
farming. 

Epp described a CSA as a 
way in which people share in 
the joys and risks of farming 
by providing capital to the 
farm upfront and receiving 
produce directly from the farmer 
throughout the growing season 
via in-city deliveries. Instead 
of a farmer specializing in only 

one or two crops, selling those 
crops to a distributor and the 
consumer purchasing the produce 
anonymously, a CSA allows 
consumers and farmers to build 
relationships with one another.    

“I think of [food deliveries] 
as being as much pastoral visits 
as they are delivering food,” Epp 
says. “Both are necessary. Visiting 
families, getting to know them…
we can share some things about 
our life and develop some long-
term relationships through food.” 

As their sons were growing 
up, Akiko and Ray didn’t preach 
to them about the philosophies 
behind the work they were doing 
on a day-to-day basis on the 
farm. Instead, they made the 
connections on their own. When 
the two oldest went to a Christian 
agricultural school on the main 
island, their teachers taught about 
the structures of a CSA, and 
the restoration of relationships 
between farmers and consumers. 
“All of a sudden, [our boys] 
realized, ‘Gosh, my family has 
been doing that our whole lives,’” 
recalls Epp.

Epps’ oldest son, Kazutomo, 
now lives at Menno Village with 
his wife, Mai. Their second and 
third sons, Yohei and Ken, both 
plan to return to the farm to 
form partnerships with Menno 
Village as well. Their youngest, 
Toshiharu, is in fifth grade.

Though the day-to-day farm 
work is not always exciting, the 
Epp family believes the impact of 
Menno Village goes well beyond 
any five- or 10-year time frame. 
“Change takes a generation,” 
Epp says. “Maybe I won’t see the 
change, but that doesn’t mean 
you don’t continue to pursue the 
dream.”

Akiko Aratani and Ray Epp and their four sons, Kazutomo, Ken, Toshiharu, and Yohei, serve 
in Naganuam, Japan. 
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Family uses farming 
to share about 
sustainable food 
systems and to bring 
people together
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MORE THAN 200 PEOPLE 
participated in “Mennonites and 
the Holocaust,” a conference held 
March 16-17 at Bethel College 
in North Newton, Kan. The 
conference, which drew scholars 
from the United States, Canada, 
Germany, the Netherlands and 
Ukraine, sought to uncover 
hidden stories of interactions 
between Mennonites and Jews 
during the 1930s and ’40s in 
Europe.

The event was the third of its 
kind—following ones in Münster, 
Germany, in 2015 and Filadelfia, 
Paraguay, in 2017—to examine 
Mennonite complicity in the 
militant nationalism and racism 
that produced the Holocaust and 
to ask if anything like it could 
happen again.

Twenty presenters described 
their research, which extended 
across the spectrum of wartime 
horror and mercy, from 
Mennonites’ participation in Nazi 
atrocities in Ukraine to hiding 
Jews in the Netherlands.

In his opening remarks, 
John Thiesen, director of the 
Mennonite Library and Archives 
and a co-organizer of the 
conference with Mark Jantzen of 
Bethel College and John Sharp of 
Hesston (Kan.) College, said the 
impetus for this conference came 
from Mennonite Church USA 
after Andre Gingerich Stoner 
proposed it.

Gordon Houser, Paul Schrag and Melanie 
Zuercher for Meetinghouse

Mennonites 
and the 
Holocaust

Doris Bergen of the University 
of Toronto, gave the conference 
keynote address, “Neighbors, 
Killers, Enablers, Witnesses: The 
Many Roles of Mennonites in the 
Holocaust.”   

“The job of the scholar isn’t to 
make a moral judgment, though 
that might be a starting point,” 
she said, “but to analyze why 
what happened happened—to 
break apart the myths, because 
maintaining them takes so much 
spiritual, emotional, theological 
[and social] energy.

“Many groups are confronting 
and breaking the myth of their 
own innocence or noncomplicity 
in the Holocaust. This can be 
enormously liberating.”

Bergen concluded by saying 
that “there is so much [yet] that 
we don’t know. We need more 
research, more scholarship, more 
analysis.”

Steve Schroeder, who teaches 
at the University of the Fraser 
Valley in British Columbia, 
described Mennonites’ failure to 
acknowledge their anti-Semitism 
and their support for National 
Socialism under Hitler—whom 
many viewed as a German 
savior—as a denial of the past 
that can be corrected only by 
truthtelling.

An honest probing of the 
past can be intensely personal 
for Mennonite scholars 
like Schroeder. He told of 
interviewing his own relatives 
who had lived in Danzig (now 
Gdansk, Poland) and celebrated 
that city’s incorporation into the 
German Reich. 

One man remembered singing 
anti-Jewish songs with phrases 
like “hack off their arms and legs; 
get them out.”

Such chilling stories “should 
matter to us,” Schroeder said, 
“regardless of our respective 
religious views and practices, 
our food preferences or our last 
names. This is our heritage, a 
heritage that impacts our personal 
makeup and our engagement with 
the people around us....

“Truthtelling is a fundamental 
first step, as is the accompanying 
act of listening to those who have 
been harmed, including those who 
have been harmed by us.”

Alle Hoekema of Vrije 
Universiteit in Amsterdam shared 
stories of Dutch Anabaptists who 
helped hide Jews from the Nazi 
authorities.  

One woman, Geertje Pel-
Groot, took a Jewish baby, 
Marion Swaab, into her home 
while the baby’s parents hid 
elsewhere. Later, a neighbor 
turned Pel-Groot into the 
authorities. She was arrested 
and sent to Ravensbruck, a Nazi 
concentration camp, where she 
died, lauded by other prisoners for 
her selfless behavior. Pel-Groot’s 
daughter took care of the baby, 
who survived the war.

Conference at Bethel 
College draws more 
than 200 participants

Doris Bergen delivers the keynote 
addresss at the conference.

Va
da

 S
ni

de
r

A much longer article about 
this conference is available at 
themennonite.org.
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How the unheard 
story happened

Gordon Houser is editor of The Mennonite.

PERHAPS YOU’VE seen the 
statistics showing how much 
crime has declined in the United 
States. It’s a remarkable story 
that goes unheard as people keep 
believing crime is getting worse, 
and we must not be soft on it. 

For example, notes Adam 
Gopnik in his article “After the 
Fall” (The New Yorker, Feb. 12 and 
19), in New York City, “where 
more than 2,000 people used to 
be murdered each year, 328 were 
killed in 2014, the lowest tally 
since the first half of the 20th 
century.” And last year the tally 
was even lower, he adds.

Gopnik reviews a new book by 
Patrick Sharkey, Uneasy Peace: The 
Great Crime Decline, the Renewal 
of City Life and the Next War on 
Violence (Norton).

Sharkey studied the crime 
decline in six American cities 
and notes the positive effect this 
decline has had: “As the degree 
of violence has fallen, the gap 
between the neighborhoods of the 
poor and nonpoor has narrowed.”

Sharkey shows the effects 
of crime on the neighborhoods 
where it flourished.

Gopnik writes: “For those 
trapped in true low-income, 
high-crime communities, 
these circumstances were even 
worse with, as Sharkey shows, 
catastrophic effects not only on 
life and limb and property but on 
the fundamental human capacity 
for hope.”

Sharkey’s research showed the 
effect of the stress of community 

violence on children, including 
their test scores. “Local violence 
does not make children less 
intelligent,” Sharkey says. 
“Rather, it occupies their minds.” 
Conversely, where violence has 
declined, the kids do better at 
school.

Given this decline in crime, 
people want to know how it 
happened. Sharkey offers reasons. 

One he champions is 
local community organizing. 
Technology, such as surveillance 
cameras and LoJack systems, also 
played a part. Incarceration and 
more aggresive policing had an 
effect, too.

But some of these practices 
led to other problems, such as 
stop-and-frisk policing, which 
mostly applied to minority kids. 
And incarceration has led to mass 
incarceration, a menace to many 
minority communities.

But while Sharkey may 
be good at explaining what 
happened, Gopnik writes, “[he] 
isn’t as good at explaining why it 
happened.” 

What to do? Sharkey calls for 
a “war on violence,” which seems 
to include a war against police 
violence, even though “police 
play a crucial role in the effort to 
maintain social order.”

In the end, writes Gopnik, 
“the story of the crime decline is 
about the wisdom of single steps 
and small sanities.” 

WHAT I’M 
WATCHING 
THIS MONTH

The Black Panther
Directed by Ryan Coogler

Dirty Money
Directed by  
Alex Gibney, et. al.

A Wrinkle in Time 
Directed by  
Ava DuVernay

This film has set box office 
records. While it follows tropes 
of other Marvel action films, it 
incorporates other elements, 
including commentary on racial 
injustice and pursuing change 
via nonviolent means. And it 
is made by African-Americans 
and includes a predominantly 
African-American cast.

This Netflix Original Series 
documents various stories 
exposing greed, corruption 
and crime spreading through 
the global economy. It includes 
stories of Volkswagen lying about 
its poisonous emissions and a 
payday loan company cheating 
poor people.

Based on Madeleine L’Engle’s 
novel, the film is visually 
stunning, but the script loses 
the book’s psychological detail 
and eliminates all its spiritual 
references. The casting of an 
African-American girl as Meg is 
important. But the film fails to 
challenge viewers significantly.
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Cellphone use  
helpful at MWC 
Assembly in 1990
Canadian office director John 
Dyck talks on a cell phone 
at the Mennonite World 
Conference Assembly in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, in 1990. 
“Without that technology,” 
reads the original caption, 
“communication among 
facilities and organizers 
would have been difficult and 
slow.” Today, almost 30 years 
later, smartphones and the 
Internet have revolutionized 
how most Mennonites 
communicate, altering our 
lives in the process.

Source: Mennonite World 
Conference Records, 1923-
2012. Box 19, Folder 8.  
Mennonite Church USA 
Archives, Elkhart, Ind.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

RECIPE OF THE MONTH   |  Rich and salty coconut blondies
You can find the recipe on our website at themennonite.org/hungryhounds

JOIN THE  
CONVERSATION:

facebook.com/theMennonite
twitter.com/theMennoniteInc

instagram.com/theMennoniteInc

“Too often in the 
context of faith and 
lived experience, the 
stories we tell are 
stories of overcoming, 
of success....Our 
podcast is about 
people in process....So 
many of us, in our day-
to-day lives, are really 
just barely holding it 
together.”

—Jenny Castro, 
in the first episode of Holding it(,) Together, 

a new podcast created in partnership 
between Mennonite Church USA’s Women in 

Leadership Project and The Mennonite, Inc. 

QUOTABLE

2.3K
Lancaster Mennonite runs for 

Congress in Pennsylvania
by Sheldon C. Good

1.5K
Scholars’ reflections on what 
Anabaptists can learn from 

Billy Graham
by Sheldon C. Good

1.5K
Mennonite woman  

chooses jail over  
supporting death penalty

by Gordon Houser

1.2K
A time of reckoning for men 

and masculinity
by Don Neufeld, Hans Peters  

and Steve Thomas

MOST-READ  
ONLINE-ONLY POSTS
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Will we be damned?
I HAVE A MEALS ON WHEELS 
volunteer, Murphey, who always 
greets us by saying, “Happy 
breathing.” Influenced by 
Buddhist thought, he is always 
reminding us to appreciate every 
breath. The Valentine’s Day/
Ash Wednesday mass killing 
in Parkland, Fla., was enabled 
by America’s gun idolatry and 
allowed by our societal, political 
priorities. This tragedy helped me 
understand my friend’s advice: 
Every breath matters because 
some day, at some point, you do 
not take one more, and that is 
when the end comes for these 
mortal bodies.

sound of silence. It is the even, 
steady reminder to me that she 
is there and present, alive and 
vibrant. She is full of vigor and 
life, even as she is replete with 
sleep’s stillness.

On the night of Feb. 14, 17 
people, some parents’ children, 
didn’t breathe any more because 
we love guns too much, because 
we love political games too much, 
because we say it’s too soon to 
talk about the issue, even though 
there were 28 mass shootings in 
the first 45 days of 2018, which 
means if you forget to talk about 
it the day after, the next day 
you’ll be banned again by this 
sanctimonious supposition that 
someone’s death deserves more 
mourning than someone else’s life 
deserves protecting from the same 
evil of inaction.

I cannot help but wonder: 
Will we be damned? What 
condemnation comes as we, the 
living, see the problem, can even 
name it, but are more interested 
in parroting the soundbite tropes 
and protecting the predefined 
political territory than to salve the 
wailing breaths of now childless 
parents with solutions that may be 
imperfect and full of compromise? 
How precious is our purity?

And while this condemnation 
of our lust for war and violence 
seems particular to everyone in 
the United States, I hold a specific 
disappointment in us who are 
Anabaptists, who for 500 years 
have claimed to know better. Yet 
for at least 50 years we have been 
much more seduced by increasing 
social and economic comfort, 
leading rapidly to a conformity 
whose protection has overridden 

the vow we take as adults to be in 
the world but not of the world, to 
show allegiance to God’s shalom.

We Anabaptists increasingly 
seem more interested in proximity 
to the power that first protects 
empire religion than we do in 
following the call of Christ to see 
our being as sacrifice, and our 
life’s primary function to “love the 
Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with 
all your mind and with all your 
strength” and, secondly, “to love 
your neighbor as yourself. [For] 
there is no commandment greater 
than these.”

As we exit Lent, join me in a 
prayer that we understand Lent 
not as a purification challenge or 
simply a time for reflection. Lent 
is not just another item on the 
spiritual checklist. Jesus entered 
the desert for 40 days of temptation 
and preparation. He became a 
wholly changed human being. 
How, through your preparation 
period, are you now new? How will 
you, like the Christ you proclaim 
to follow, change our world as God 
expects? For those you love and 
who love you? For those you revile 
and who revile you? For those you 
will never know?

PERSPEC TIVES FROM READERS

Kevin Ressler is 
executive director 
of Meals on Wheels 
of Lancaster, Pa. He 
attends Community 
Mennonite Church 
in Lancaster.

On the night of Feb. 
14, 17 people, some 
parents’ children, 
didn’t breathe any 
more because we 
love guns too much.  

The views expressed do not necessarily 
represent the official positions of Mennonite 
Church USA, The Menno nite or the board for 
The Mennonite, Inc.

I have the amazing 
opportunity to be a father to 
two daughters. Their breaths are 
combinations of laughter and 
chortles, new words and new 
sounds, excitement and pain. 
They are 9 months old and 3 years 
and 9 months, although Acacia 
is likely to tell you she’s already 
4. Either way, her answer is yet 
another blessed, divine breath 
never to be had again. And I get 
to experience this divinity daily.

Lying in bed beside her, 
waiting for her chattering to slow 
and her breathing to become 
labored and constant, I encounter 
that even her eventual sleep is no 
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I DON’T SPEND my time or 
energy listening to televised 
church services. I can’t condone 
the commercialization, and they 
tend to be too conservative and 
over the top for my taste. I prefer a 
smaller service or group to digest 
and discuss a message. 

Lately I’ve felt awkward about 
church in general. I haven’t 
attended church in a while. And I 
don’t mean just a couple weeks or 
a month. 

That’s not a decision I’ve taken 
lightly, but it’s my decision. 

I have felt pressured to 
feel guilty or ashamed for not 
attending a church. This comes in 
the form of questions and follow-
up remarks and looks.

Christians, usually older ones, 
put a huge emphasis on attending 
church and giving money and 
time to it.
For where two or three gather in my 
name, there am I with them. 
—Matthew 18:20

Somewhere along the line, we 
moved from being comfortable 
meeting in homes, parks or 
wherever people of faith come 
across each other to buildings, 
raising money for bigger and 
bigger buildings, stereo systems 
and huge art pieces.

Jesus met with his followers on 
hills, in their homes or on boats. 
They gathered around to share 
lessons, stories and discuss and 
embrace the Word. Then, most 
importantly, they went and spread 
the word with love and good 
deeds. 

When Jesus came across 
synagogues and churches, he 
disapproved of the setup. He 

Christian status or action?
spoke out against the high priests 
and the political nature of the 
church.

How far have we come from 
this? 

The Bible has been translated 
many times. The original text used 
the word “ecclesia” where we now 
use “church.” The Greek word 
“ecclesia” means a convocation, 
gathering, congregation or 
meeting. A gathered body of like-
minded people. 

great sermon, tell a great tale and 
teach a great lesson, then turn 
around and ignore or deny the 
least of these, being wrapped up 
in “greater” deeds.

We forget that just because a 
person isn’t in the pews, making 
an appearance on Sundays, doesn’t 
mean they aren’t engaged in good 
deeds and spreading the word, 
sharing God’s love on a daily 
basis. 

Most of my experiences of 
seeing God have been in the faces 
of the children I teach, listening 
to them and walking with them 
in after-school programs. I see 
God in the man on the side of the 
street I give a meal to or the $10 
I’ve been saving for a treat. Or I 
experience God in the friend or 
woman in the grocery line I spend 
10 minutes just listening to when 
they really need it. 

I see God more in my daily 
interactions than I have sitting in 
church pews. 

Sometimes we put too much 
emphasis on the status of being a 
good Christian and forget to put it 
into action. 

I struggle daily with how I 
am treating “the least of these.” 
At the end of the day, did I treat 
everyone I came across with love? 
And how can I improve? 

BY AND ABOUT YOUNG ADULTS

Sometimes we 
put too much 
emphasis on the 
status of being 
a good Christian 
and forget to put 
it into action.

“For I was hungry, and you didn’t 
feed me. I was thirsty, and you didn’t 
give me a drink. I was a stranger, and 
you didn’t invite me into your home. 
I was naked, and you didn’t give me 
clothing. I was sick and in prison, and 
you didn’t visit me.” Then they will 
reply, “Lord, when did we ever see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 
naked or sick or in prison, and not help 
you?” And he will answer, “I tell you 
the truth, when you refused to help the 
least of these my brothers and sisters, 
you were refusing to help me.” 
—Matthew 25:42-45

We’ve been too tied up in the 
structures and the building and 
the rules and the status, and it 
is turning people away from the 
church.

I’ve seen churches preach a 

Erin Bradley  lives in 
San Antonio, Texas, 
and works as a page 
designer.

Read blogs and other articles 
by and for young adults at 
themennonite.org.
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COMMIT TEE WORKS ON 
SONG SELEC TION FOR 
NE W HYMNAL

The 14-person Mennonite 
Worship and Song 
Committee, working as the 
“Resonate Team,” gathered 
at Camp Friedenswald, 
Cassopolis, Mich., in February 
to continue its work toward 
the 2020 release of a new 
hymnal for Mennonite Church 
Canada and Mennonite 
Church USA. The committee 
sang and processed more 
than 200 songs.

MEDA PRESIDENT 
ANNOUNCES 
RE TIREMENT

Allan Sauder, Mennonite 
Economic Development 
Associates’ longest-serving 
president, told staff in late 
February of his intention to 
retire at year’s end. Since 
Sauder became president in 
2002, MEDA has developed 
and implemented a strategic 
direction grounded in 
its Mennonite roots and 
adaptable to a complex, 
multinational environment. 
The board of directors will 
begin a global search to select 
a new leader.

GOSHEN COLLEGE, 
COLLEGE CHURCH 
INSTALL SOL AR PANELS

Goshen (Ind.) College and 
College Mennonite Church 
in Goshen planned to jointly 
install in March a 924-panel 
solar array—the first solar 
panels on campus—which 
will make the Church-Chapel 
building fully powered by 
renewable energy.

UPDATES

Care for ourselves
I DON’T ALWAYS do the greatest 
job of caring for myself. I’m 
usually the first to remind 
others to find time for reflective 
rejuvenation, life-giving pursuits 
and Sabbath rest. But I haven’t 
always followed my own advice.

When we don’t take 
the time to rest—when our 
personal and professional 
lives are unbalanced—there’s 
a direct impact on our ability 
to adapt, change and grow. 
This, in turn, can manifest as 
physical, emotional and mental 
exhaustion; reduced competency 
and adaptability; cynicism or 
hopelessness. In essence, if we go 
on autopilot or burn out entirely—
if we don’t practice self-care—we 
run the risk of living and serving 
in ways that are counter to our 
genuine selves. 

“The poor in spirit have an 
emptiness that can only be filled 
with God’s presence,” writes 
Dan Ebener in Blessings for 
Leaders: Leadership Wisdom from 
the Beatitudes. “God inspires 
the mission and vision for their 
leadership.”

Think about what it would look 
like in our relationships and across 
the church if we consciously cared 
for ourselves as much as we care 
for others. Consider the difference 
between holding ourselves to 
an unimaginable standard of 
achievement versus a standard of 
wholeness. 

As a people of faith and as 
leaders, we can and should take 
heart and model the invitation 
from Christ in Matthew 11:28, 
to go to him for rest when we are 
weary and burdened. Because 
when our leaders are healthy, so 
are our missions and ministries.

Pastors and leaders 
tend to pour 
themselves into 
their work and 
often don’t know 
when to stop. 

I know I’m not alone. Perhaps 
it’s the Anabaptist work ethic—
that call to be of service to each 
other through the manner of 
our living. Yet Jesus set a self-
care example, often retreating to 
out-of-the-way places for prayer 
(Luke 5:16). So why don’t we 
take that same care for ourselves?

According to Dr. Matt 
Bloom and Rev. Kim Bloom, 
principal researchers for the 
Flourishing in Ministry Project 
at the University of Notre Dame, 
pastors and leaders tend to pour 
themselves into their work and 
often don’t know when to stop. 

“There’s always something 
more to do. There’s always 
another need to meet,” the 
Blooms state in an article titled 
“Four Practices to Help Prevent 
Clergy Burnout.” “So there’s a 
tendency to continue to invest 
past the time that they need to 
step back and rest,” they write.

FROM MENNONITE CHURCH USA

Madalyn Metzger is vice president of 
marketing at Everence.
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GRACE AND TRUTH

A WORD FROM PASTORS

ON EASTER MORNING, she goes 
to the tomb because she longs for 
the life she had, life with Jesus 
and the rest of his followers, a 
life where she was treated as an 
equal, a co-worker, a partner, 
a subject, not an object, not as 
a servant to men, not as a slave 
in a man’s world. Mary lives 
under the daily subjugation of 
patriarchy, the stifling power of 
male domination, of men who 
controlled her world, her life and 
her body. She’s a survivor of those 
quotidian torments.

With Jesus, a new society has 
taken shape in their world, a new 
world of relationships, where she 
is respected, honored and loved—
not as a possession but as a friend. 
All of that now is lifeless and lies 
in the tomb, and she is there to 
mourn the death of what could 
have been.

Mary Magdalene is among 
the disciples gathered around 
Jesus during his ministry. While 
she is only named twice in John’s 
Gospel, both are significant 
occurrences—first in chapter 19, 
at the crucifixion, where she is one 
of the five people who refuse to 
let Jesus die alone; and second, in 
chapter 20, at the tomb, where the 
story builds to this moment when 
the resurrected Jesus calls her by 
name, spoken without demands, 
without coercion, without 
violence—a voice abounding with 
love, with life-giving peace.

Early church leaders revered 
Mary. They gave her an honored 

title—apostolorum apostola, “the 
apostle to the apostles”—because 
she is the first person to see the 
resurrected Jesus, the first person 
to bear witness to the good news 
of Easter. As early as the year 200, 
people are writing about her as 
the apostle to the apostles. Much 

resurrection. We are Christians 
because of Mary, because of her 
witness. She is, in some sense, 
our mother, the mother of our 
faith, of our community. She is 
the first to declare the words of 
resurrected life.

To speak life—that’s the 
gospel. That’s what happens to 
Mary when Jesus speaks to her. 
She hears life. She comes alive 
again. And she is commissioned 
to bear witness to the aliveness 
she feels within her—to share 
with her friends, with the 
disciples, that there’s a love that 
cannot be destroyed. That’s 
Easter; that’s resurrection—the 
hope passed down to us from 
Mary, the apostle to the apostles, 
the mother of the church.

To speak life—that’s what 
happens when someone calls you 
by name, and you come alive. 
It’s the way their voice helps you 
remember how to hope again, 
their words reminding you of 
God’s love, reminding you that 
there’s a love that cannot be 
squelched, a love that cannot die. 

That love is in you—
resurrected love, resurrected life. 
That’s who you are: the beloved 
of God, known by name, alive 
with eternal love.

The apostle of resurrection

Isaac Villegas is 
pastor of Chapel Hill 
(N.C.) Mennonite 
Church.

That’s Easter; that’s 
resurrection—the 
hope passed down 
to us from Mary, 
the apostle to the 
apostles, the mother 
of the church.

later, in the 13th century, Thomas 
Aquinas, the esteemed theologian 
of the Western Church, explains 
that she deserved this title because 
she “was the first to announce to 
the Apostles the words of life.” 

Mary Magdalene is the one 
who announces the words of 
life. She proclaims resurrection. 
That’s who she is—a preacher. 
That’s who she becomes on Easter 
morning. “Go to my brothers,” 
Jesus says to her, “and tell them 
that I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and 
your God.” Jesus commissions her 
as the first preacher, as the one to 
announce to the disciples the news 
about the risen Christ. “I have 
seen the Lord,” she says. (See John 
20:17-18.)

This is the birth of the church, 
when Mary sees Jesus, when 
she bears the responsibility of 
sharing the good news of the 

Read blogs and other articles 
by pastors and others at 
themennonite.org.

Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been 
removed. —John 20:1
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FOR THE RECORD

 BIRTHS 

Neuharth, Landon Paul, Freeman, 
S.D., was born to Eric and Michelle 
Neuharth, on Jan. 30.

 DEATHS 

Bachman, Arline M. Young, 88, 
Hesston, Kan., died Feb. 17. Spouse: 
Weldon “Bud” Bachman. Parents: 
Harry and Anna Young. Children: 
Larry Bachman, Randy Bachman, 
Jerry Dean Bachman, Vicki Lynette 
Bachman; six grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 22 at 
Hesston Mennonite Church.

Culp, John Henry, 93, Hesston, Kan., 
died Jan. 27. Spouse: Mary Ellen Miller 
Culp. Parents: Emanuel “E.I.” and Cora 
Smucker Culp. Children: David Culp, 
Susan Gering, Anita Culp, Paul Culp; 
two grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 10 at 
Hesston Mennonite Church.

Ebersole, Ernest C., 93, Lancaster, Pa., 
died Feb. 3. Spouse: Grace Breneman 
Ebersole. Parents: Christian “C.S.” and 
Susan Shenk Ebersole. Children: Gerald 
Ebersole, Carl Ebersole, Rollin Ebersole, 
Robert Ebersole; five grandchildren; 
six great-grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 
10 at Landisville Mennonite Church, 
Landisville, Pa.

Freed, Irene K. Moyer, 93, Souderton, 
Pa., died Jan. 7. Spouse: Stanley R. 
Freed (deceased). Parents: Raymond 
A. and Lizzie W. Kratz Moyer. Children: 
Geraldine Cassel, Elaine Myers, Ruth 
Delp, Rhoda Mock, Stanley Freed, 

Stephen Freed, Philip Freed; 19 
grandchildren; 48 great-grandchildren. 
Funeral: Jan. 12 at Souderton 
Mennonite Homes.

Friesen, Berry, 69, Lancaster, Pa., died 
Jan. 17, of renal cell carcinoma. Spouse: 
Sharon Friesen. Children: Amber 
Friesen, Emily Burkholder Friesen; six 
granddaughters. Memorial service: Jan. 
22 at East Chestnut Street Mennonite 
Church, Lancaster.

Glick, Dwight A., 85, Reedsville, Pa., 
died Jan. 30. Spouse: Helen L. Hostetler 
Peachey Glick. Spouse: Emma Yoder 
Glick (deceased). Parents: Nelson D. 
and Annie B. Byler Glick. Children: 
Phyllis Yoder, JoAnn Byler, Kenneth 
Glick, Marlene Peachey, Beverly Jean 
Glick; step-children: Douglas Peachey, 
Jacquelyn Stauffer; 14 grandchildren; 22 
great-grandchildren. Memorial service: 
Feb. 2 at Maple Grove Mennonite 
Church, Belleville, Pa.

Gunden, Kent Paul, 61, Elkhart, 
Ind., died Feb. 8. A 1975 graduate of 
Concord High School, Kent received 
an athletic letter for his work as team 
manager of the football team. He was 
a member at Belmont Mennonite 
Church, Elkhart, and worked as a 
Goshen News newspaper carrier for 
23 years. Kent enjoyed many hobbies 
including: music, fishing, sports, 
spending time with family, art, reading 
and anything associated with Notre 
Dame University. Kent participated 
in several national Special Olympics 
winning several gold medals in 
swimming and diving. If you met Kent, 
you would never forget him. Parents: 
William and Evelyn Rocke Gunden. 
Funeral: Feb. 16 at College Mennonite 
Church, Goshen, Ind.

Holden, Jack Pritchard, 89, 
Harrisonburg, Va., died Jan. 7. Spouse: 
Clara B. Holden. Parents: Leland and 
Florence Smith Holden. Children: Todd 
Holden, Polly Nunn, Jeff Holden; two 
grandchildren. Memorial service: Jan. 
16 at Weavers Mennonite Church, 
Harrisonburg.

Kaufman, LaVella V. Mehlhaff, 83, 
Freeman, S.D., died Jan. 7. Spouse: 
Johnny Kaufman (deceased). Parents: 
Herbert and Annie Engel Mehlhaff. 
Funeral: Jan. 10 at Salem-Zion 
Mennonite Church, Freeman.

Mininger, Arlene Stover, 86, 
Souderton, Pa., died Feb. 7. Spouse: 
Charles N. Mininger (deceased). 
Parents: Edwin and Eva Clemmer 
Stover. Child: Jay Mininger; 
three grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 11 at 
Souderton Mennonite Homes.

Rush, Elizabeth “Liz” Tyson, 97, 
Richlandtown, Pa., and Dublin, Pa., 
died Jan. 26. Spouse: Paul L. Rush 
(deceased). Parents: Abram W. & Sarah 
Tyson Detweiler. Children: Judith Mill, 
P. Marvin Rush, Laverne Rush,  
Arnold Rush; 10 grandchildren; 19 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 4 
at Deep Run East Mennonite Church, 
Perkasie, Pa.

Schmidt, Raymond LeRoy, 89, North 
Newton, Kan., died Feb. 8. Spouse: 
Elfrieda Ruth Lohrentz Schmidt. 
Parents: Isaac J. and Martha Richert 
Schmidt. Children: Rosalie Zamzow, 
Rosanne Janssen, Ronda Schmidt, 
Royce Schmidt; five grandchildren. 
Funeral: Feb. 17 at Grace Hill 
Mennonite Church, Whitewater, Kan.

Schmidt, Vionetta Pearl Voth, 81, 
Loveland, Colo., died Feb. 7. Spouse: 
Robert Schmidt. Parents: Moses and 
Buena Dirks Voth. Children: Kenton Jay 
Schmidt, Robert Lee Schmidt, Dana 
Kay Drown, Heather Ryan Rosenau; 11 
grandchildren; one great-grandchild. 
Funeral: March 3 at First Mennonite 
Church, Denver, Colo.

Schrock, Mildred Maxine Kuhns, 92, 
Albany, Ore., died Dec. 3, 2017. Parents: 
Glenn and Tillie Birky Kuhns. Spouse: 
Eldon Schrock. Children: Jon, Diane, 
Valerie; one granddaughter. Funeral: 
Dec. 16 at the Mennonite Village 
Chapel, Albany.

To submit births, marriages or deaths, 
log on to themennonite.org, use the 
“About Us” tab and select “Contact Us” 
from the drop-down menu. You may 
also use email, editor@themennonite.
org, or mail, 3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, 
Elkhart, IN 46517. 

For the record
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Warren, Lauren M. Weldy, 26, 
New Paris, Ind., died Feb. 8, of 
Mesothelioma. Spouse: Jordan Warren. 
Parents: Michael and Cindie Eckhart 
Weldy. Child: Kendell Warren. Funeral: 
Feb. 15 at Union Center Church of the 
Brethren, Nappanee, Ind.

Willems, Dora Elizabeth Schrock, 
88, Albany, Ore., died Jan. 26. Parents: 
Elmer and Bertha Heyerly Schrock. 
Spouse: John Willems. Children: 
Mardell Hochstetler, Kevin Willems; 
three grandchildren. Funeral: Feb. 10 at 
Albany Mennonite Church.

Yoder, Warren J., 94, Belleville, Pa., 
died Feb. 2. Spouse: Ruth Crownover 
Yoder (deceased). Parents: Samuel M. 
and Ruth Byler Yoder. Children: Brenda 
Coogin, Cheryl Burns, Cedric Yoder, 
Rodney Yoder; nine grandchildren; 
seven great-grandchildren. Funeral: 
Feb. 5 at Valley View Haven Chapel, 
Belleville.
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CL ASSIFIEDS

Grace Children’s Home, 
Henderson, Neb., is actively 
seeking applications for the 
position of executive director. 
For many years the primary 
focus of this ministry has been 
providing residential care for 
teenagers that have been placed 
out of their home by the court 
system. The successful candidate 
will work with the board of 
directors to determine both 
short-term and long-term goals 
of the organization as we move 
forward. Inquiries can be sent to 
chuck@gracechildrenshome.com 
or call 402-723-5725.

Warwick River Christian School 
in Newport News, Va., is seeking 
a principal to begin summer 
2018. Established in 1942, WRCS 
offers full-time preschool–grade 
8 programs and on-site child care 
with annual enrollment of 100-
200 students. Applicants must 
have a vision for Christ-centered 
education in harmony with the 
Mennonite church, along with 
relevant experience in education 
and administration. If interested 
or for more information, contact 
Linda Clark, Business Manager, 
at lclark@warwickriver.org or call 
757-877-2941.

Leamington United Mennonite 
Church, an active congregation 
in southwestern Ontario, is 
looking for an individual to join 
our existing pastoral team as a 
full-time associate pastor. The 
focus for this associate pastor will 
include primary responsibilities 
for youth ministry with further 
duties adapted to complement 
the three continuing team 
members and regard the 
candidate’s gifts and sense 

of calling. The candidate will 
share the congregation’s strong 
Anabaptist theology and growing 
community initiatives. Weekly 
attendance averages about 225 
in the multi-generational worship 
service with an additional 100 
or more participating through 
remote TV in the local Mennonite 
Home and Apartments. Flexible 
starting time during 2018. 
Compensation according to MC 
Canada pastoral salary guidelines. 
This position is unique in that 
the successful candidate will join 
a team of more senior associate 
pastors. Contact: Erwin Tiessen, 
Search Committee, 519-733-9940, 
etiessen@cogeco.ca.

Lindale Mennonite Church, 
Harrisonburg, Va., is seeking a 
full-time lead pastor, someone 
who will give spiritual leadership 
and general oversight to the 
congregation. LMC has an 
average attendance of 300, with 
over 100 children and youth. For 
more information contact Jana 
Beyer, search committee chair at 
searchcomm@lindale.org.

Lombard Mennonite Church 
seeks a full-time lead pastor or 
couple with a strong commitment 
to Anabaptist values and theology, 
including peace and justice, and 
skills in preaching, leadership, 
teaching and congregational 
care. M.Div. degree (or equivalent) 
required. Pastoral experience 
preferred. Racial-ethnic minority 
candidates and/or individuals 
with cross-cultural or international 
experience are encouraged to 
apply. FTE 1.0, or greater for a 
couple. LMC is a member of the 
Illinois Mennonite Conference and 
Mennonite Church USA. We are a 

vibrant Anabaptist congregation 
in the western suburbs of Chicago 
whose members come from 
diverse Christian backgrounds. 
Position open Sept. 1, 2018. 
Interested people should contact 
the Illinois Conference Executive 
Minister, Michael Danner, at 
michaeldanner@mennonite.net.

2018 MCC Bike Ride in beautiful 
northern Idaho. Mostly rails 
to trails, including the famous 
tunnels and trestles Hiawatha Trail. 
July 29-Aug. 3. Family friendly. 
See https://mcc.org/get-involved/
events/west-coast-mcc-bike-
ride-2018.

Berkey Avenue Mennonite 
Fellowship, Goshen, Ind., is 
seeking a full-time pastoral team 
leader. Reviewing applicants 
through May 1. For more 
information please contact the 
Indiana-Michigan Conference 
Office, Daniel Z. Miller, dan@
im.mennonite.net, 574-534-4006 
http://mennoniteusa.org/pastor-
openings/

North Newton Guest Housing—
Serenity Silo, Barnview Cottage, 
Woodland Hideaway. Email or call 
for brochures: vadasnider@cox.
net, 316-283-5231. 

We are in search of care giving/
nursing help in my parents’ 
home. We live in the Tidewater, 
Va., area, VIrginia Beach, and are 
near Chesapeake, Norfolk, Suffolk 
and Portsmouth cities and towns. 
Please contact Rebecca Watkins 
at 757-724-4005 or wpdr6001@
verizon.net.
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GLOBAL ANABAPTISM

STORIES FROM THE GLOBAL MENNONITE CHURCH

ON FEB. 5, the headlines of 
Paraguay’s major newspapers 
announced the good news: After 
being kidnapped and held for 
ransom for nearly four months, 
two young Mennonite men, Franz 
Hiebert and Bernhard Blatz, had 
been set free in a forest in the 
northern part of the country. 

Yet the joy associated with 
the release of the young men 
was mingled with ongoing 
uncertainty. Hiebert and Blatz 
were only the latest in a series 
of kidnappings carried out by a 
group known as the Paraguayan 
People’s Army (EPP), a pro-
Marxist paramilitary organization 
with Catholic roots claiming to 
defend the rights of indigenous 
people in the country. Since 2013, 
the EPP has been involved in 
16 kidnappings in rural areas, 
especially targeting Mennonites 
because of their wealth, their 
relative isolation from Paraguayan 
culture and their aggressive 
agricultural practices. Hiebert 
and Blatz were released only after 
their families complied with the 
kidnappers’ ransom demands. 

The seeming impunity with 
which the EPP has carried out 
these actions has generated deep 
frustration and fear, especially 
in the face of the Paraguayan 
government’s seeming inaction, 
ineptness or even complicity in 
the violence. 

Their story again raises 
basic questions about the role 
of the state in a healthy society. 
Throughout their history 
Anabaptist-Mennonites have 
had a profoundly ambivalent 
relationship with the state. 
We have tended to regard civil 

From lament to social transformation
authority as a “necessary evil”—
acknowledging its function in 
providing order and security while 
lamenting the violence that seems 
inevitably to accompany that role. 
In countries such as Colombia, 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Nigeria and Zimbabwe, 
Mennonites and their neighbors 
have often suffered when weak or 
corrupt governments have allowed 
violence and anarchy to prevail. 

state must do something to stop 
these killings.

Last October, the Mennonite 
Church of Congo (Communauté 
Mennonite au Congo)—the 
largest Mennonite denomination 
in a country that knows well the 
human costs of lawlessness and 
violence—sent condolences to 
our members for the lives lost in 
the mass shooting in Las Vegas. 
“Our dear brothers and sisters,” 
they wrote. “It is with great 
sadness that we have learned of 
the carnage inflicted by an enemy 
of liberty that claimed the lives 
of 59 peaceful American citizens 
and wounded many more. [We] 
share the pain of the Mennonite 
churches in North America and 
all the American people. We unite 
our grieving hearts with yours....
We are joined in prayer with you.”

To be sure, the contexts of 
Paraguay, the United States and 
Congo are different. But all of 
us cry out when innocent people 
suffer; all of us yearn for a sense of 
order and security; and all want to 
bear witness to the gospel of peace 
in our cultures of violence. 

Thank you, brothers and sisters 
in the Congo, for your expression 
of solidarity. 

But the question for all 
of us remains: How do we 
turn our laments into social 
transformation?

Surely, we think, 
the state must do 
something to stop 
these killings.

Yet we also are wary when the 
state calls on military or police 
force to impose order or when the 
exercise of its authority infringes 
on religious liberty or individual 
freedoms. 

A week after the story broke 
about Hiebert and Blatz’s release, 
headlines in the United States 
announced yet another school 
shooting—17 more people dead 
at the hands of a teenage gunman 
wielding an assault rifle. 

Relatively speaking, U.S. 
citizens enjoy considerable 
security. Yet the international 
community looks on with 
bewilderment at the extraordinary 
number of civilian mass shootings 
here and our fascination—
bordering on obsession—with 
guns. In the weeks since the 
school shootings, we have 
witnessed the familiar cycle of 
bewilderment, fear, frustration 
and outrage. Surely, we think, the 

John D. Roth is 
professor of history 
at Goshen (Ind.) 
College, director 
of the Institute for 
the Study of Global 
Anabaptism and 
editor of Mennonite 
Quarterly Review.
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FROM THE EDITOR

As a leader with 
privilege, I commit 
to active listening.

Sheldon C. Good,
Executive Director of The Mennonite, Inc.

AS I DISCERNED the call to 
become executive director of The 
Mennonite, Inc., I came across 
a paper I wrote for my senior 
seminar course at Goshen (Ind.) 
College. In April 2009, I wrote: 
“The Mennonite is connecting 
people through personal 
storytelling and thus helping 
shape the identity of Mennonite 
Church USA for the future.”

That The Mennonite connects 
and shapes us is still important.

Connecting people through 
storytelling: When we have the 
space and security necessary to 
tell our stories, we allow others to 
connect with us, a spark toward 
building community. I want 
everyone who reads The Mennonite 
to know I am committed to 
helping cultivate an environment 
where all voices in Mennonite 
Church USA can share their 
stories. I want The Mennonite to 
be by and for all of us. We’re not 
there yet.

Shaping the identity of 
Mennonite Church USA: I have 
cut off the last part of my writing 

from 2008, “for the future.” I am 
confident the stories, perspectives 
and artwork in these pages not 
only contribute to shaping the 
future of the church but the 
church right now. When we 
wrestle with words and images, 
we open ourselves to God’s 
transformative power, to the 
possibility that healing and hope 
might flow through us.

I also need The Mennonite to 
connect and shape me.

I am a 31-year-old, white, 
upper-middle class male, 
citizen of a global superpower. 
For much of my life I’ve been 
blind—and too often still am 
blind—to the ways I benefit from 
privilege. I’ve been ignorant of 
the ways other people have been 
oppressed because of the systems 

and structures I benefit from, 
including The Mennonite.

As a leader with privilege, I 
commit to active listening. This 
includes paying attention to the 
storyteller, asking open-ended 
questions, accepting experience 
as truth. This is not to say I 
don’t have a story to tell. But 
I’m increasingly convinced that 
God’s justice and peace can more 
fully come on earth as in heaven 
through active listening just as 
much as storytelling.

The first issue of Gospel Herald 
in 1908 included this vision: 
“Long may [Gospel Herald] 
live as a witness of the truth, a 
defender of the faith, a servant 
of the church and a messenger of 
goodwill to all people.” May we 
hold onto that vision as we seek 
to provide a forum for all voices 
within Mennonite Church USA.

Connection through storytelling


