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SUBTITLE

The Mennonite is the publication 
of Mennonite Church USA, which 
established three purposes for the 
magazine: to provide a forum for the 
voices within the denomination, to 
promote the ministries of Mennonite 
Church USA and to offer an editorial 
voice distinct from but collaborative 
with other leadership voices. The 
Mennonite (ISSN 1522-7766) is 
published on the first Tuesday of each 
month by the board for The Mennonite, 
Inc. Periodicals postage paid at Elkhart, 
IN 46517 and at additional mailing 
offices. Subscription rates for one 
year: $46 to U.S. addresses and $54 
USD to Canadian addresses. Group 
rates available. The views expressed 
in this publication do not necessarily 
represent the official positions of 
Mennonite Church USA, The Mennonite, 
or the board for The Mennonite, Inc. 
Scripture references are from the 
New Revised Standard Version unless 
otherwise noted.
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Letters
This publication welcomes your letters, 
either about our content or about 
issues facing Mennonite Church USA. 
Please keep your letter brief—one 
or two paragraphs—and about one 
subject only. We reserve the right to 
edit for length and clarity. Publication 
is also subject to space limitations. 
Email to letters@themennonite.org 
or mail to Letters, The Mennonite, 
3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, Elkhart, 
IN 46517. Please include your name 
and address. We will not print letters 
sent anonymously, though we may 
withhold names at our discretion.

4

Speak out boldly
Ron Adams  (“Looking Back as a 
Mennonite Pastor,” Grace and Truth, 
March) stirred my thinking about “what 
it looks like to be in faithful relationship 
to our nation.” I’m wondering if there 
is a way for us “white Mennonites” to 
have more of an impact on the political 
climate of our time.  

Ron says, “We’ve not yet come to 
terms with how acculturated we’ve 
become, how aligned we’ve become 
with the American way, how we’ve 
come to tolerate the ugliness of 
contemporary political discourse, how 
easily manipulated we are by politicians.” 
How can we find a clearer vision of an 
unadulterated view of what our position 
should be in relation to our nation, one 
that is true so that we can share our 
vision of a true Christian witness to the 
world as well as with other professing 
Christians in an effective way?

Many voices hail the leaders of our 
nation as righteous in their views. Jerry 
Falwall Jr., for example, proclaimed that 
“in Donald Trump evangelicals have 
found their dream president.” But how 
can Mennonites own a person as a 
model leader who, as Jim Wallis points 
out, “is a thrice-married serial adulterer, 
ultimate materialist, casino owner, 
habitual liar and unprincipled deal-
maker”?  

Should not Mennonites speak up about 
these false claims of Christian faith? If we 
remain silent, will we not be viewed as 

no different in our views, as ineffectual  
witnesses to the world, as people who 
care little for the plight of the poor 
and underprivileged, people whose 
first interest is to get the most for 
themselves, people who don’t care 
about the suffering of our neighbors?

Many of our youth are speaking out in 
bold ways to our nation’s leaders about 
gun control. Can Mennonites be more 
outspoken on the issues precious to 
our faith? Can we take the risk of being 
ostracized if we witness in a more 
forceful way about the evils in our 
society? There have been many times 
in our history of suffering for our faith. 
Our God will always be there with us.

—Edwin G. Moyer, Quakertown, Pa.

 

What is ‘missional’?
Does “missional” mean publishing 
more songbooks and cookbooks?

—Carl Hege, Aberdeen, Idaho

Singing justice for the poor
Kate Kortemeier (Letters, April) listed 
many excellent songs and hymns that 
reflect in various ways a concern for 
the poor and oppressed that is part of 
the Anabaptist tradition. My blog at 
uplandweb.wordpress.com/2017/05/23/
singing-justice-for-the-poor-looking-
for-anabaptist-flavored-worship-music 
will be reposted to clarify its focus on 
praising God for his work in caring 
for the poor and oppressed. Kate, will 
you (or anyone) list there examples 
from contemporary worship music of 
praising God for for his work in caring 
for the poor and oppressed? Additional 
discussion is appreciated.

—David Alleman, Harrisonburg, Va.

Spiritual resilience
“Spiritual Resilience: Cultivating an 
Attitude of Gratitude” by Elizabeth Raid 
is a beautifully told story of faith, pain, 
resilience and spiritual growth. Thanks 
for sharing it, Elizabeth. I can imagine 
that you shed tears of both sorrow and 
joy as you wrote.

—Ruth Naylor, www.themennonite.org
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Writing about markers in our life is in 
itself a sign of resilience. Thanks for 
sharing a vulnerable time in her life but 
also a 20-year faith journey.

—Dorothy Nickel Friesen,  
www.themennonite.org

Courage is a vital component of 
resiliency. Your reflections describe 
your “stick-to-itiveness” and how 
pauses and even small steps are 
important. Your sharing helps us all.

—Norma Johnson,  
www.themennonite.org

Parts I wish I could change
Regarding “Oh My, the Parts I Wish 
I Could Change” by Shirley Kurtz: 
Your honesty and vulnerability are 
precious resources. Have you thought 
of blogging about the writing and 
publishing processes?

—Greta Holt, www.themennonite.org

Is this book in print? It actually sounds 
really interesting and relatable. And as 
a fellow writer without any monograph 
to my name, I can definitely tell you 
that the self-critique and doubt over 
the fruit of one’s labors are a familiar 
part of the process. Sometimes, after 
having taken all the necessary pains, 
one just has to throw the final product 
out there and hope and pray it lands 
somewhere fruitful. Your vulnerability 
here is courageous and even 
downright refreshing.

—Julia Smucker, www.themennonite.org

When a congregation dies
Thanks for  “What Happens When a 
Congregation Dies?” by Jeremy Yoder, 
for the words of hope despite the 
sadness. I grew up at Rocky Ford (Colo.) 
Mennonite Church as a result of the 
“pipeline of Mennonites” serving in VS. 
I will always appreciate the foundation 
RFMC gave me for my faith. As Christ 
was raised from the dead, may God 
raise new life and new vision in that 
corner of the Arkansas Valley.

—Lisa Zuercher, www.themennonite.org

Being a hospice pastor is a unique gift 
of being a transitional pastor. Not all 
can do it well. Thank you for sharing.

—Michelle Armster,  
www.themennonite.org

Pastor Yoder describes some of the 
social/cultural/economic dynamics 
of a dying church. His sensitive 
ministry of accompanying the process 
is commendable. It seems there’s a 
missing piece of analysis: Why the 
demise of voluntary service and 1-W 
programs? Perhaps the reason for the 
decline in the number of volunteers in 
the “back east” pipeline is a Mennonite 
theological ethic dynamic that bears 
exploration.

—David L. Myers,  
www.themennonite.org

Thank you, Pastor Jeremy, for these 
cogent reflections on the experience of 
closing a congregation’s organizational 
and physical presence. Churches as 
communities of faith clearly benefit 
from visible and tangible places to 
focus our energies, but the concept 
of being church and doing church 
in the way of Jesus does not actually 
require such location or structure. 
May the good folk at Rocky Ford find 
new stepping stones to negotiate life’s 
challenges together.

—Gerald Shenk, www.themennonite.org

The president wants to build a wall on our border, while Christ “has broken down 
the dividing wall” (Ephesians 2:14). This issue looks at how we might love across 
borders—be they national, economic or cultural.

Jennifer Hernandez (page 10) writes about her journey as a Dreamer, or what 
she calls a DACAmented immigrant. Adrian (page 14) is another Dreamer. Maria 
Hosler Byler tells his story. Frank Scoffield Nellessen (page 17), a Guatemalan 
immigrant, draws a connection between migrants and missionaries. Joel Miller 
(page 20) shares about the experience of Columbus (Ohio) Mennonite Church 
being a sanctuary congregation, while Rachel Ringenberg Miller (page 24) 
shares the experience of Shalom Mennonite Church in Newton, Kan., deciding to 
become a sanctuary congregation. Peggy Mumper (page 26) writes about groups 
in Pennsylvania seeking to free detainees who are seeking asylum.—Editor
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Look for the next 
poll question on The 
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and Twitter pages.
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Panel calls for ‘cultural 
shift’ to prevent abuse
After two years of work, the Mennonite 
Church USA Panel on Sexual Abuse 
Prevention presented its observations 
and recommendations, notably 
regarding noncredentialed leaders, 
to the MC USA Executive Board and 
Constituency Leaders Council.

The Executive Board and CLC discussed 
the panel’s report, presented by 
three of the panel’s members, at a 
joint meeting April 12-14 at Dock 
Mennonite Academy, Lansdale, Pa. The 

News Briefs board voted unanimously to receive 
the panel’s report and commend its 
use across MC USA.

The report calls for “a cultural shift” 
within the denomination regarding 
healthy sexuality, including “trusting 
and valuing the voices of victims and 
survivors and rooting out unhealthy 
and degrading perspectives of 
women.”

The panel’s work grew out of a 
churchwide statement on sexual 
abuse passed at the MC USA 
convention in 2015 in Kansas City, Mo.

“We are beginning to understand 
the pervasiveness of sexualized 
violence in our congregations and 
communities,” said Jenny Castro, a 
panel member.

The report notes that current policies 
and procedures focus on credentialed 
leaders.

“However, it has become clear that 
this focus has revealed a gap in 
accountability and confidence in 
action when leaders who do not 
hold formal ministerial credentials 
violate boundaries and abuse power 
in relationships with persons to 
whom they owe protection and 
accountability,” the report said.

—Sheldon C. Good and Paul Schrag

Mennonites supply food 
to people displaced by 
violence in Kasai region  
of Congo
Mennonites in Congo are responding 
to the suffering of displaced people 
there and in the cities of Kikwit and 
Tshikapa this spring by distributing 
food packages of flour, beans, oil and 
salt that will feed 4,000 people, or 830 
households, for three months. They 
also have begun to distribute 1,000 
dignity kits to girls and women, and 
100 children in Kabwela have received 
school supplies.

Three Congolese Mennonite 
denominations are working in 
partnership with Mennonite Central 
Committee to organize and carry 
out the distributions, with supplies 
funded by the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, MCC and numerous Anabaptist 
organizations around the world.

Communauté Evangélique Mennonite 
(Evangelical Mennonite Church) 
carried out the first of the three 
distributions to 180 households March 
23-24 in Kabwela.

—MCC

Everence, Mennonite 
Education Agency join call 
to address gun violence
Everence/Praxis Mutual Funds and 
Mennonite Education Agency joined 
a group of 142 institutional investors, 
collectively representing $634 billion 
in assets, in issuing a statement March 
29 calling for meaningful corporate 
action to address gun violence in the 
United States. The statement came in 

Mennonites put Palm Sunday back in the streets
Amennah Starks addresses the Palm Sunday Peace Parade in Elkhart, 
Ind., on March 25. On that day, marches for peace and justice, initiated by 
Mennonites, occurred in four communities. Two of the marches, in Elkhart 
and in Pasadena, Calif., supported the Poor People’s Campaign, a revival of 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s final organizing initiative 50 years ago. The others took 
place in State College, Pa., and Harrisonburg, Va.—TMail
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light of the mass shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, 
Parkland, Fla., where 17 people were 
killed and 17 more were wounded.

Everence, a faith-based financial 
services organization, and its 
mutual fund family, Praxis Mutual 
Funds, together were one of seven 
contributors to the statement. 
Mennonite Education Agency, which 
signed the statement, provides 
resources, programing and support to 
Mennonite schools.

The statement says the 142 
institutional investors are responding 
to the use of semiautomatic assault 
weapons in mass shootings and 
other forms of gun violence in 
the United States by “calling on 
gun manufacturers, retailers and 
distributors, as well as companies with 
financial ties to these industries, to 
review their operations, supply chains 
and policies and take meaningful 
action on this public safety concern.”

“The racial justice implications of gun 
violence are especially pronounced 
as black men are 13 times more likely 
than white men to be shot and killed 
with guns,” the statement says.

—Sheldon C. Good for TMail

Volunteers aid school in 
Puerto Rico
Two teams of nine volunteers each 
provided hurricane reconstruction 
aid to Academia Menonita Betania 
School near Aibonito, Puerto Rico. 
Bahia Vista Community Builders, Inc., 
from Sarasota (Fla.) Community Church 
organized the teams, made up of 
winter residents who helped repurpose 
a building into new classrooms. 

The 2,000-square-foot building 
required gutting everything except 
the concrete walls and metal roof. 
Demolition took three days, including 
removing 20 pickup truck loads of 
hurricane and building debris. In 
the remaining nine days, the teams 
releveled a damaged floor with 
two dump trucks of gravel, rebuilt a 
portion of a collapsed wall, poured 
a new floor using 21 cubic yards of 
concrete, constructed new interior 

Second Commandment vs. Second Amendment
In April, the North Carolina Council of Churches, a statewide organization 
representing 18 Christian denominations and 6,200 individual congregations, 
put up this billboard along Interstate 85/I-40 near Mebane, N.C. It was to 
remain up for four weeks.—Religion News Service

walls, installed a new electrical 
entrance, roughed in new plumbing, 
and prepped and primed inside and 
outside walls. They made repairs to 
the campus water supply system, 
including the installation of a booster 
pump for increasing water pressure. 
School director Yavier Velez expressed 
surprise at how much two work teams 
of nine 70-year-olds accomplished in 
the 12 work days.

Academia Menonita Betania has 134 
students from kindergarten to grade 8. 
Of the seven larger primary classroom 
buildings, the hurricane damage left 
three buildings with rafters and roof 
completely gone and three with some 
structural, interior and roof damage. 
They repaired smaller buildings used 
for instruction, lodging, administrative 
and support services.

—Ben Sprunger

Goshen students 
bring home national 
broadcasting awards
Five Goshen (Ind.) College students 
received national honors with four 

awards in the Broadcast Education 
Association (BEA) Festival of Media 
Arts competition in Las Vegas. 

First place—Specialty Program: Riley 
Friesner, a sophomore broadcasting 
major from Elkhart, Ind., “Mindi Abair 
Live From Ignition Music Garage”

Third place—On-Air Personality: 
Spencer Buttermore, a senior 
broadcasting major from Waterloo, 
Ind., “The Breakfast Blend” radio show

Award of excellence—On-Air 
Personality: Samantha Horsch, a senior 
broadcasting major from Goshen, 
“Sam’s Afternoon Drive” radio show

Award of excellence—PSA, Promo or 
Commercial: Kadie Spoor, a first-year 
broadcasting major from Valparaiso, 
Ind.; Nasim Rasoulipour, a sophomore 
interdisciplinary major from Tehran, 
Iran; Tanner Camp, a sophomore 
broadcasting major from Fremont, 
Ind.; and Samantha Horsch, for 
“TextNDrive.”

—Goshen College 

Read longer versions of 
these and other articles at 
themennonite.org.
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94%
A study has found plastic fibers in 

94 percent of U.S. water samples—
including those taken from EPA 
headquarters, the U.S. Capitol  

and Trump Tower.

—Sierra

Miscellany
COMPILED BY  

GORDON HOUSER

Estimated portion of global migrants 
who are traveling from one  

developing nation to another:

2/5
—Harper’s

42
The wealth of the world’s 42 richest 
people is equal to that held by the 

poorest 50 percent.

—Harper’s

The American media 
landscape, like the rest of the 
country, is being reshaped by 
the whims of the ultra-rich.

—Alex Pareene in  
Columbia Journalism Review

Gun laws can work
Research indicates that gun laws can 
help prevent shootings. Four laws of 
proven effectiveness are (1) requiring 
gun purchasers to apply in person 
with local law officials, (2) banning 
individuals with criminal records 
from buying a weapon, (3) requiring 
serious domestic abuse offenders 
to surrender their weapons and (4) 
temporarily banning alcohol abusers 
from possessing weapons.

 —Christian Century

Protestant megachurches
Protestant megachurches, defined 
as those with at least 2,000 people 
in attendance every week, don’t 
just operate all across the United 
States. This is a global phenomenon. 
Successful megachurches are 
operating in South America, Africa and 
Asia as well. And yet, no city has more 
of them than Seoul. The South Korean 
capital has 17 megachurches in all.

—Religion News Service

False claims 70% more 
likely to be retweeted

Compared with tweets about claims 
that were verifiably true, tweets about 
claims that were undeniably false were 
70 percent more likely to be retweeted. 
And false claims about politics spread 
further than any other category 
of news included in the analysis, 
according to a team of data scientists 
and social media experts from MIT.

 —Los Angeles Times

1,400
U.S. facilities that handle toxic 

chemicals lie in areas with a  
high risk of flooding.

—Harper’s

Previous global warming models 
may have underestimated the 
coolness of prehistoric oceans, 
which would mean the current 

rate of climate change is without 
precedent in the past 100  

million years.

—Harper’s
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CONGREGATIONAL SNAPSHOT

1

Souderton 
Mennonite Church

1. Children’s story Sunday morning.  
Photo by Jess Gillepsie

2. Worship is held in a park one Sunday each summer. 
Photo by Jess Gillepsie

3. People in a family literacy program, Parents and Children 
Together, thank SMC for PACT’s use of the building.  
Photo by Homer Peters

4. SMC holds a baptism in the local Branch Creek.  
Photo by Jess Gillepsie

5. SMC hosts a community Easter celebration each year. 
Photo by Sam Kulp

Souderton, Pa. 
www.soudertonmennonite.org

2 3
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BY  JENNIFER HERNANDEZ

U N D O C U M E N T E D 
A N D  U N A F R A I D 
My journey as a  
DACAmented immigrant
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T his is my story of 
what happens when 
Christians dare to love 

across borders. 

Once upon a time, an 
11-year-old and a 15-year-old, 
unaccompanied minors, were 
crossing the Mexico-Arizona 
desert. They had one goal in 
mind: to be reunited with their 
mother, who had made the same 
journey when they were 4 and 8. 
They had stayed behind with their 
wonderful grandfather, whose 
recent death had occasioned 
their own journey to El Norte. 
Just a few days earlier, they had 
ridden the infamous cargo train, 
La Bestia. After a one-month 
journey from beautiful Guatemala 
through beautiful Mexico, they 
were two days closer to their 
destiny. Only the desert stood 
between them and their mother. 
They made it, and today they are 
31 and 34 years old. They are still 
strong believers of the American 
Dream: the reunification of 
families.

My story begins in 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala, 
where I lived with my mother, 
grandfather and younger sister. 
My family dynamics changed 
when my mother decided to 
emigrate to the United States. 
As a single mother with limited 
education and the sole family 

provider, she was tempted by the 
successful stories of those who had 
emigrated to the United States. 
Mi mami, therefore, decided 
to leave everything behind in 
search of a “better life” for her 
family. We stayed behind with 
our abuelito. I was 8 and my sister 
was 4. 

Unfortunately, when I was 
14, my grandfather passed away. 
My mother was forced to choose 
between going back to our 
country or bringing us north to 
pursue the American Dream. She 
chose the latter. Our journey to 
the United States was similar to 
that of some of the 11 million 
undocumented immigrants 
living there today. We crossed 
the Mexico-U.S. border without 
authorization. Our journey was 
filled with sadness, loss and fear. 
I did not want to come to this 
country. I had lost my grandfather 
a year earlier and now was going 
to lose the place where I belonged 
in exchange for a foreign land. 

I recall two memories. The first 
is riding on a cargo train known 
today as The Beast. In 1998, this 
train was not as dangerous as it 
is today. It was empty, dirty, cold 
and slow. My second memory is 
walking on the Mexico-Arizona 
desert for two days. The desert 
was lonely, hot and dry during the 
day, cold and empty during the 
night. We entered U.S. territory 

In high school I learned 
it was “wrong” to be an 

undocumented immigrant.

through a desolate area, and the 
only sign that “welcomed” us was 
a long, paved highway.

In 1998, when I came to live 
with my mother in downtown 
Los Angeles, I did not understand 
the implications of what it had 
meant to cross the Mexico-U.S. 
border without authorization. My 
mother immediately enrolled me 
in high school, and I began my 
ESL program. She wanted me 
to study to become a successful 
person and have a better life 
than she did. In high school I 
learned it was “wrong” to be an 
undocumented immigrant. I 
learned to be afraid and ashamed 
of my undocumented identity. By 
the time I graduated, I also had 
learned I could not attend college 
because I did not have documents 
to apply for and finance my 
education. I was not a U.S. 
citizen. I was not a permanent 
resident. I was an undocumented 
immigrant. 

Thankfully, AB540 (2001) 
enabled undocumented students 
to attend California colleges and 
universities and pay the same 
in-state tuition as any other 
California “legal” resident. We 
did not have access to in-state or 
federal financial resources, but we 
could go to college. My mother 
cleaned houses, I cleaned houses, 
and together we were able to 
pay for me to go to community 

The U.S. border patrol checks in with people 
in the Mennonite Central Committee 
Borderlands Learning Tour and the Migrant 
Trail Walk in the spring of 2017.

Photo by Rachel A. Johns
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Jennifer Hernandez 
lives in Los Angeles 
and attends 
Pasadena (Calif.) 
Mennonite Church.

college. When it was time to 
transfer to a university, I could 
not go because I did not have 
the financial resources I needed. 
Instead, I decided to attend 
Bible school, where I worked 
in exchange for scholarship 
opportunities. 

My first encounter with a 
Mennonite community happened 
in the fall of 2010, when one 
of my mentors encouraged 
me to apply for the Samaritan 
Scholarship available at Fresno 
(Calif.) Pacific University. I 
did not know anything about 
Mennonites, but I was willing 
to enter any space where 
undocumented students were 
welcomed. That fall, I became a 
Samaritan Scholar at FPU. 

I graduated in 2012 with 
a bachelor’s degree in biblical 
and religious studies. After my 
graduation, I was unsure about my 
future because even though I had 
a college degree I did not have the 
documents needed to apply for 

work. I was not a U.S. citizen. I 
was not a permanent resident. I 
was an undocumented immigrant.

Despite this obstacle, I decided 
to apply to Fuller Theological 
Seminary, Pasadena, Calif., to 
continue pursuing my dreams. 
Fortunately, that same year, in 
June 2012, DACA (Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals) 
was announced. DACA offered 
temporary deportation protection 
to undocumented youth and the 
opportunity to obtain a work 
permit. In March 2013, I became 
a DACAmented immigrant. That 
same year I began working at 
Fuller, and in the summer of 2016 
I graduated with a master of arts 
in theology.

My journey encompasses 
triumph and pain. A Guatemalan 
undocumented immigrant, I 
was able to attend college and 
graduate with a master’s degree 
despite my undocumented status 
in this country. However, I cannot 
ignore the uncertainty, shame, 
remorse, fear, marginalization 
and loss of belongingness. I still 
feel the pressure to show America 
and Americans that I am worthy 
to live and work in their “great 
nation.” Most importantly, my 
“successful” story is not universal. 
There are many broken dreams in 
the undocumented community 
because many still live in the 
shadows of this society. Like 
some of them, I have learned to 
be ashamed of our journeys and 
have hidden our undocumented 
identities. In today’s political 
arena, we are constantly reminded 
that we do not belong here and are 
not welcome. 

In September 2017, the current 
U.S. administration fulfilled its 
campaign promise to end DACA. 
Thankfully, two recent federal 
court orders have temporarily 
blocked this inhuman and 

I have felt 
empowered to 
own my story and 
share it to empower 
people to be in 
solidarity with me 
and my immigrant 
community. 

xenophobic decision. Therefore, I 
am living somewhere between fear 
and courage. I fear deportation 
and family and community 
separation. But I am certain I do 
not want to be afraid or ashamed 
of who I am and how I came to 
this country. These days I have 
felt empowered to own my story 
and share it to empower people to 
be in solidarity with me and my 
immigrant community. 

Los Angeles has been home 
to me for the past 20 years. It 
is where my family has been 
reunited. It is where I take 
afternoon walks along the ocean 
and watch my favorite sunsets. It 
is where God’s border-crossing 
love has been manifested through 
countless allies—fellow sisters and 
brothers who have welcomed my 
immigrant story and have dared 
to extend their tangible hospitality 
across my undocumented borders. 
I am not a U.S. citizen. I am 
not a permanent resident. I am 
a DACAmented immigrant, 
and my story begins in 
Quetzaltenango, Guatemala.

Jennifer Hernandez. Photo provided.
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Adrian at his graduation from 
Eastern University in 2015

Photo provided

14    MAY 2018  •   THEMENNONITE .ORG



THEMENNONITE .ORG  •   MAY 2018    15

BY  MARIA HOSLER BYLER

His family, who 
had been Buddhist, 
began to connect 
with the Anabaptist-
Mennonite story. 
Adrian was baptized 
a few years later. 

Pastor Aldo Siahaan helped 
the family enroll in school and 
find jobs. The classmate who 
served as interpreter for Adrian 
in the early weeks of school was a 
peer from PPC. 

older, the lack of a legal means 
to succeed was a barrier. He was 
unable to legally work or apply 
for government grants or loans 
for college. He graduated from 
high school as valedictorian and, 
at the suggestion of another 
PPC member, applied to Eastern 
University in Philadelphia. He 
was accepted into the honors 
college and was able to attend 
through the academic scholarship 
he received. He wants to be a 
lawyer. 

In Adrian’s sophomore year 
of college, President Obama 
established the Deferred Action 
for Child Arrivals (DACA) 
Memo. This policy makes a way 
for undocumented people brought 
to the United States as children to 
obtain a temporary work permit 
and be deferred from deportation. 
Although Adrian was skeptical 
at first, this program ended up 
taking a huge burden from his 
shoulders. Once he enrolled, he 
could apply for internships and 
imagine a future in his adopted 
country. 

“I could finally get a slice of 
normal life and contribute to 
society,” he says. Adrian was 
already leading worship, helping 

I n 2005, when Adrian 
arrived in Philadelphia as 
a seventh grader, he relied 

on a classmate to interpret the 
English language and American 
culture for him. Now he is a 
youth leader in his church and 
a legal assistant in a product 
liability law office. As of this 
year, he has spent half his life 
in the United States. But for 
several years now he has felt 
more at home in the United 
States than in his birth country 
of Indonesia.

Adrian’s family came to the 
United States in search of a better 
life. Their family business had been 
destroyed during riots in 1998. 
Racial tension, political unrest and 
economic instability continued. 
Finally, in 2005, the whole family 
was able to obtain temporary visas 
to the United States. 

They had no family in 
Philadelphia when they arrived. 
A friend of Adrian's father was a 
part of Philadelphia Praise Center 
(PPC), a Mennonite congregation 
in South Philadelphia, and 
through that church they found 
practical handholds for making a 
way in a new country.

Adrian, a Dreamer, finds support  
in his Mennonite congregation

“PPC really helped us settle,” 
Adrian says, “even though they 
didn’t know us. We saw Jesus in 
them.” His family, who had been 
Buddhist, began to connect with 
the Anabaptist-Mennonite story. 
Adrian was baptized a few years 
later. 

Once they were in the 
United States, it became clear 
the family would be unable to 
obtain permanent status. No 
legal pathways were available to 
them. This didn’t really matter 
to Adrian at 13, but as he grew 
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Maria Hosler Byler 
is pastor for youth 
and family faith 
formation at Salford 
Mennonite Church in 
Harleysville, Pa., and 
a former member of 
Philadelphia Praise 
Center.

My friends from 
outside the church 
don’t know I’m a 
Dreamer unless I 
tell them,” he says. 
“I’m as American 
as you are.” 

at the PPC children’s summer 
peace camp and leading the 
youth group at church. Now he 
could also use the degree he was 
pursuing to work for justice for 
others.

Adrian graduated from 
Eastern University in 2015 and, 
thanks to DACA, began working 
as a legal assistant. He has gained 
valuable experience and wants 
to continue his education. But 
DACA has always been precarious 
because it was never passed 
by Congress. Last September, 
President Trump took steps to end 
the program. As of this writing, 
his order is being held up in the 
courts, and Congress has yet to 
create a permanent solution for 
“Dreamers,” those undocumented 
people brought to the United 
States as children. According 
to polls, almost 90 percent 
of Americans support such a 
solution, but progress is stalled. 
Now, Adrian says, he constantly 
checks the news for information 
about his future.

With all this uncertainty, 
do Adrian and his family think 
about going back to Indonesia? 
“The United States is home,” 
says Adrian. All his formative 
experiences are here, his identity, 
his faith community, his 
girlfriend. Every day his parents 
also still choose life without 
legal status here over returning 
to Indonesia. Despite the tension 

and hardship, this is home for 
them, too. 

For Adrian, in fact, the 
invisible burden of uncertainty is 
one of the few reminders that he is 
different from many of his peers. 
“My friends from outside the 
church don’t know I’m a Dreamer 
unless I tell them,” he says. “I’m as 
American as you are.” 

Adrian is grateful for his 
faith for many reasons. One is 
the emotional support of his 
community of faith, which has 
continued steadily since his 
arrival in 2015. Pastor Aldo 
checks for news about DACA 
as often as Adrian does, and the 
whole community supports him 
and other Dreamers in prayer. 
They’ve also been a listening ear 
during frustrating times, such as 
in February, when Congress tried 
for weeks to pass a permanent 
solution but eventually failed. His 

church family is gracious when he 
is frustrated by the process. 

Adrian says his desire to 
live like Jesus and his faith in 
the goodness of God are two 
things that keep him going. As 
Christians, he says, we think 
and live justice and love of 
enemies, just like Jesus did. “That 
makes me feel compassion for 
people who oppose [the DACA] 
program.” He remembers that his 
final hope is not in politicians but 
in the justice of God. And that is 
the certainty he needs in order to 
step forward each day.



MIGRANTS AS 
MISSIONARIES

BY  FR ANK SCOFFIELD NELLESSEN

Now immigrants bear witness to the 
love made possible through Jesus
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From the beginning, 
disciples of Jesus 
have been migrants 
crossing borders 
to share new life 
in Christ with all 
creation.

the Americas. Colonial migrations 
and Christian missions were two 
sides of the same imperial coin: 
Crown and cross symbolized the 
age of European colonialism. 
The violent legacy of Christian 
colonialism raises serious 
questions about how to think of 
migration and mission together 
today.

Christian neocolonialism raises 
equally important questions. 
Migration has been the channel 
of Christian missions from north 
to south and west to east in new 
ways over the last 100 years. 
This migration has come with its 
own set of painful consequences. 
Much of Christian mission 
has operated within colonial 
logic, brokering modernization, 
westernization and U.S. cultural 
agenda under the pretense of 
evangelization. For generations, 
conversion in the Americas has 
meant conversion to Christianity, 
modernity, and white Western 
culture. Both colonial and 
neocolonial migrations from the 
West to the rest were missionary, 
but they also participated in the 
construction and reproduction 
of social, political, economic 
and theological configurations 
of violence against the non-

Christian, non-modern, 
nonwhite, and non-Western.

Peoples in one or more of 
these four categories have been 
seen and treated as objects of 
mission. In this way, mission 
has reproduced a colonial gaze 
that sees its object as lesser, 
vulnerable and in need of 
salvation. It fails to recognize the 
agency, power and knowledge 
in the people it seeks to reach. 
In seeing the Other as object, 
missionaries treated the Other 
as object. In subtle and surely 
unintentional ways, missionaries 
from the North and West 
reproduced these colonial 
visions and thus fed a colonial 
Christian imagination where 
the nonmodern, non-Christian, 
nonwhite, non-Western had 
little or nothing to offer as 
subject in the relationship with 
the modern, Christian, white 
Westerner.

Not all Christian mission 
participated in colonial practices 
in overt ways. In many firsthand 
stories, missionaries narrate 
their conversion from a modern, 
white, Western Christianity to 
a faith touched and transformed 
by the natives of whatever land 
they had migrated to. One 
example that has long impressed 
its readers is Vincent Donovan’s 
story of life with the Masai of 
Tanzania. Nevertheless, the vast 
destruction of lands, bodies, 
cultures, histories and knowledge 
carried out through colonial 
and neocolonial missionary 
migrations, in general, questions 
any serious belief in these 
moments as continuous with the 
New Testament witness of early 

hristian missionaries 
have been migrants—
and migrants 

missionaries—since the first 
days of the church. The earliest 
missionaries, most notably Paul, 
were migrants. They migrated 
across and between borders 
to proclaim the good news of 
God’s new creation in Jesus 
Christ made present through 
the Spirit. Crossed borders 
were not simply geographic 
boundaries. For example, 
the most significant “border” 
crossed in the New Testament is 
arguably that between Jews and 
Gentiles. Nevertheless, borders 
understood by geographic 
markers were crossed as 
missionaries moved to 
territories known and unknown 
through the Spirit. From the 
beginning, disciples of Jesus 
have been migrants crossing 
borders to share new life in 
Christ with all creation.

Migrant and missionary 
identity and practice have taken 
different shapes and forms 
throughout history. An honest 
memory from the Americas, for 
example, must identify migration 
and mission as painful and 
questionable. Colonialism was 
a form of migration. Europeans 
crossed continental and existential 
borders, encountering a “new 
world” upon their arrival on 
what we now call the American 
continent.

Colonialism was also mission 
as much as it was migration. 
Europeans saw themselves as sole 
bearers of Christian salvation to 
the supposedly pagan natives of 

C
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Immigrants, 
particularly 
undocumented 
immigrants and 
refugees, reveal 
the stubborn
hope and faith in 
God witnessed in 
the New Testament 
in our current 
contexts.

missionary migrations.
Today’s world finds itself in 

a new moment of migration and 
mission. Social, political and 
economic arrangements shaped 
over the past 500 years have 
led to the largest humanitarian 
migration crisis in history. 
Simultaneously, the church finds 
itself in the midst of many serious 
attempts to decolonize theology 
and mission to discover what it 
might mean to proclaim the good 
news of God’s new creation in 
Jesus today. Mass migration has 
inverted the flow. Now the South 
moves North, and the East moves 
West. And in this decolonizing 
moment, people are migrating as 
a result of violent social, political 
and economic arrangements 
inherited over 500 years. But it 
is they who witness to the good 
news of God’s new creation.

Immigrants, particularly 
undocumented immigrants and 
refugees, reveal the stubborn 
hope and faith in God witnessed 
in the New Testament in our 
current contexts. Much like the 
Apostle Paul, immigrants find 
themselves pressed by violence 
and persecution on many sides 
yet declare faith in a God who 
is present with them in the 
thick of tragedy. Immigrants 
witness to the love made possible 
through Jesus by caring for one 
another in strange lands, even 
as these lands attempt to crush 
love by separating families and 
friends. Immigrants sing of God’s 
goodness when many others see 
nothing good to be sung about. 
Immigrants cross national borders 
out of love for their children 
whose lives are threatened. 

members of Christ’s body are 
pointing the rest of the body 
to a new thing God is doing: 
redeeming the mess our ancestors 
made of the world through 
colonialism and neocolonialism, 
a mess that has made forced 
migration necessary, by revealing 
through these migrants 
themselves the border-crossing 
love of God’s Spirit, who gestures 
us to new life together.

Frank Scoffield 
Nellessen is 
a Guatemalan 
immigrant to the 
United States and a 
member of Pasadena 
(Calif.) Mennonite 
Church.

Immigrants know God is with 
them moving through dangerous 
borders, filling them with 
strength for today and hope for 
tomorrow.

God’s good news proclaimed 
and embodied by immigrants in 
the face of thick darkness must 
not be romanticized. Their lives 
are as complex as the lives of the 
New Testament. Communities 
do face division and pain, both 
internal and external. Violence 
does press in. Some immigrants 
also adopt colonial logic and 

perpetuate violence themselves. 
Their lives are as messy and 
complicated as the lives of 
Christians persecuted under the 
Roman Empire and a hostile 
religious environment. But in a 
time when many Christians, from 
North to South and East to West, 
are beginning to see the horrors 
of the Christian missionary 
inheritance and looking for a way 
forward, we must recognize that 
the undocumented and refugee 



Edith Espnal and her son Brandow in the 
doorway to Columbus Mennonite Church

Photo by Steve Pavey

BY  JOEL MILLER
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What is 
this place? 
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Lessons from being a 
sanctuary congregation

More than national 
policy or internal 
memos, this is about 
faith convictions. 

T he opening phrase of 
the first song in our 
Hymnal: A Worship 

Book is a question: “What is this 
place where we are meeting?” 
The song order was a strategic 
choice. Its language reflects the 
Anabaptist/Pietist theology of 
the hymnal project’s sponsoring 
denominations. The text was 
written by a contemporary 
Roman Catholic, adding an 
ecumenical flavor.

The question it poses is one 
of place and its relationship with 
those gathered for worship under 
its shelter.

The song proceeds with a 
response: “Only a house, the 
earth its floor, walls and a roof 
sheltering people, windows for 
light, an open door.” “Only” 
reminds us that the structure in 
which the church gathers is just 
that—a structure, a building. The 
church is first and foremost about 
people and the many-named God 
we worship.

But sometimes a congregation’s 
building becomes inseparable 
from its mission. Last fall, a 
woman we had met only briefly 
moved into our church building. 
(See page 29 in the October 2017 
issue.) She’s been living here ever 
since. 

Edith Espinal is 40 years 
old, was born in Mexico, and for 
the last two decades has called 

Columbus, Ohio, home. She and 
her husband have three children, 
two of them U.S. citizens. (See 
story on page 23.) She has no 
criminal record. Last summer, 
a judge officially denied Edith’s 
asylum case. Soon thereafter she 
was given a deportation order 
and an ankle monitor with GPS 
tracking. She was also required 
to purchase her own plane ticket 
back to Mexico, which she did. 
But rather than go to her last ICE 
(U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement) check in and board 
the plane, she took sanctuary in 
our church building.

Since then we’ve been 
experiencing what sanctuary 
means. Here are three things, 
among many, we are learning. 

courts and ICE have determined 
Edith is on the wrong side of. 
This border manifests itself 
in court proceedings through 
the discretion of judges and 
sometimes wraps itself around 
bodies in the form of an ankle 
monitor. 

The second boundary is the 
walls of the church building. 
A 2011 internal ICE memo 
instructed officers not to enter 
“sensitive locations,” including 
schools, hospitals and houses 
of worship. Church buildings 
have served as places of refuge 
and sanctuary since the late 
Roman times, and this memo 
acknowledges that there’s still 
something sacred, or at least 
sensitive, about houses of worship.

Being a sanctuary congregation 
means we are upholding the value 
of the second boundary over the 
first. 

More than national policy or 
internal memos, this is about faith 
convictions. We believe God’s 
love knows no borders, that our 
“We’re glad you’re our neighbor” 
sign calls us to act neighborly and 
that our faith empowers us to take 
a risk with Edith. 

In this case, it involves using 
our building, our place, as a 
literal sanctuary for someone 
who, should she step outside the 
boundary of these walls, will be 
in danger of separation from her 
family through deportation.

1. Being a sanctuary 
congregation involves 
reimagining boundaries and 
borders.

There are two main borders 
involved in sanctuary work. 
One is our nation state. This 
is the border our immigration 
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2. Being a sanctuary 
congregation is a system shift 
that impacts the person in 
sanctuary, the congregation 
and the community around it.

Edith’s life is radically 
changed in sanctuary. Aside from 
occasionally standing by an open 
door for fresh air and sun, she has 
not left our building since Oct. 2, 
2017. A converted nursery room 
serves as her private apartment, 
and she has full access to the rest 
of the building. Her husband 
and daughter spend most nights 
with her, going to work and high 
school during the day. She has 
an attorney actively working on 
her case. The goal of all this is 
for her to return home to the 
family apartment in Columbus 
without the imminent threat of 
deportation.

As a congregation, we are 
living into a sanctuary identity. 
On Sundays we begin worship 
with this prayer:

God our Sanctuary, grant us and 
our neighbors, near and far, courage 
in our hearts, peace in our homes 
and justice in our streets. Amen. 

Dios nuestro Santuario, 
concédenos y nuestros vecinos, 
cercana y lejana, coraje en nuestros 
corazones, paz en nuestros hogares, 
y justicia en nuestras calles. Amen.

We are an overwhelmingly 
white congregation in an 
overwhelmingly white, affluent 
neighborhood. One of our 
challenges has been finding ways 
to give Edith as much power and 
agency as possible in otherwise 
disempowering circumstances. 
Food is one example. Initially a 
meal train asked people to bring 
prepared meals for the family. 
But we soon learned Edith likes 
to cook. Now most of the food 
donations come in the form of 

gift cards. Her family shops for the 
food they want, and she prepares 
it. She has also hosted meals 
for Columbus Mennonite folks, 
flipping the script and making us 
her guests. 

By and large, the wider 
community has rallied to Edith’s 
side. A full-time organizer keeps 
the work focused and connected 
beyond our walls. Another 
congregation has become an 
essential partner in the work. The 
local press continues to tell Edith’s 
story sympathetically, naming 
it one of the top local stories of 
the past year. Our city council 
president and mayor have visited 
Edith and voiced their support. 
Hundreds of people have attended 
fund-raisers, trainings and 
meetings at our church. 

Edith is a daily reminder, for 
us and the wider community, 
that we have a cruel immigration 
system that tears families apart. 
Sanctuary has enabled the creation 
of an alternative local system of 
neighborliness. 

3. Being a sanctuary 
congregation means our 
building is bound together 
with our mission.

Our building turned 100 last 
year. Maintaining it is a chunk 
of our annual budget. A year and 
a half ago, we made significant 
renovations to the front of our 
worship space and the kitchen. 
We’re still paying off the loan. 

There is a spectrum of attitudes 
in any congregation about the 
relationship between the people 
and the place where they worship, 
resources used for self-maintenance 
and resources used for mission. 
In my mind, sanctuary means our 
building and our mission, at least 
during this season of our collective 
life, are bound together. Our 
maintenance people, contractors 

EDITH ESPINAL

I first came to the United States 
from Mexico in 1995 with my 
father. I was 17 years old. At 
the time I didn’t know I was 
undocumented. I started my own 
family here and made Columbus, 
Ohio, our home. Two of my 
children were born in the United 
States, and one was born during 
a time I returned to Mexico. We 
lived in Michoacan, where there 
is gang and drug violence. 

I entered the United States most 
recently by filing for asylum. 
In 2015, a judge rejected my 
asylum case, and in 2017 I was 
given a deportation order and an 
ankle monitor.

This is when I decided to go into 
sanctuary. I am in sanctuary in 
[Columbus Mennonite Church]  
in order to stay together with  
my family. 

I am a woman of faith, a sister 
and a mother. The only thing I 
want is to be with my children. I 
believe this country can give us 
a better future. We are fighting 
to stay together. I am living in 
sanctuary in the church, and we 
are asking our political leaders  
to ask ICE (U.S. Immigration  
and Customs Enforcement)  
to support reopening my  
asylum case. 

I trust in God that one day I will 
be able to return to my home in 
Columbus. Even if this happens, 
the struggle will not be over. 
One thing I have learned while in 
sanctuary is that Latin American 
people are not the only ones 
in the United States facing 
deportation and separation from 
family. I have been visited by 
immigrants and refugees from 
different parts of the world who 
are in this country for a better 
life. They are facing many of the 
same problems I am facing.

This is a difficult time for my 
family. We are grateful to the 
community and the church for 
their support. They give me 
strength. 
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and financial donors are all 
important missionaries.

Having a well-maintained and 
spacious building has enabled 
us to be a hospitable place for 
people to gather. Our building 
has always been well-used by 
us and community groups, but 
since becoming a sanctuary 
congregation it has become the 
hub of a movement. With Edith 
here, it is never empty.

In the last six months there 
have been more brown-skinned 
people in our church building 
than in the previous 99½ years 
combined. Our building has 
helped us cross boundaries that 
our Sunday morning gathering 
never has. 

Overall, sanctuary has been 
a transformative gift. We’re 
starting to realize that we, with 
Edith, may be at this work for 
quite a while. 

Like the opening words of 
the hymn, the final words offer 
guiding thoughts about the 
relationship between a place and 
the people who have made it 
home: “This is the place where 
we can receive what we need to 
increase: God’s justice and God’s 
peace.”

Having a well-
maintained and 
spacious building 
has enabled us to be 
a hospitable place 
for people to gather. 

Joel Miller is pastor 
of Columbus (Ohio) 
Mennonite Church.
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Following Jesus,  
we risk love

The new sanctuary movement 
and Shalom Mennonite Church

BY  R ACHEL RINGENBERG MILLER

was in the middle of 
putting on my coat 
when I hit the Home 

button on my cell phone to see 
if I should respond to an email, 
call or text before I left the 
church building for the evening. 
It’s a nightly habit of mine, and 
usually the only thing that lights 
up is my background picture. 

So I was shocked to see alerts 
covering my screen, telling me I 
had one voicemail, two missed 
calls, three text messages and 
an email, all from the same 

I Community Action, based 
about 30 miles south in Wichita. 
Sunflower is a Kansas-wide, 
nonprofit, grassroots organization. 
One of their areas of focus is 
justice for immigrants.

I had first met Lupe in 
February 2017, when she was a 
speaker hosted by Mennonite 
Central Committee Central 
States. Several weeks later, I 
had lunch with Lupe to learn 
how Shalom might best support 
immigrants in Newton and 
North Newton. Our relationship 
with each other, Sunflower 

person. My stomach dropped 
and my palms started sweating. 
Something had happened.

A few hours before this, I 
had been sharing a meal with 
members of Shalom Mennonite 
Church in Newton, Kan., the 
congregation where I serve as one 
of the pastors. It was a typical 
evening, at least until I somewhat 
absentmindedly pushed the Home 
button on a Wednesday last 
September. 

The person trying to reach 
me was Lupe Magdaleno, the 
executive director of Sunflower 

Participants in a 2016 MCC 
Borderlands learning tour 
from Paoli (Ind.) Mennonite 
Fellowship light candles at 
a cemetery in Douglas, Ariz.

Photo by Saulo Padilla
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Community Action and Shalom, 
continued on from there.

Now, seven months later, I was 
looking at the messages on my 
phone, all some version of this: 
“Call me as soon as you can. A 
woman and her children may need 
sanctuary.” 

I decided to make the two-
minute drive to my house before 
I called Lupe back. My mind was 
racing. Shalom was engaging in 
issues of immigration, but only 
around education and relationship 
building. For example, Shalom 
had hosted a community forum 
to learn how the Newton mayor 
and city manager and the 
Harvey County undersheriff 
were thinking about the laws 
surrounding immigration, and 
we had organized a Know Your 
Rights workshop in conjunction 
with our sister congregation in 
town.

The people of Shalom 
had made a point of saying 
that providing sanctuary was 
something we were not doing. 
The reasons why ranged from 
the church not having shower 
facilities to “Going into sanctuary 
is a last resort, so it’s best to work 
at educating ourselves and our 
community.” That is where we 
were as a congregation.

I walked into my house, 
took my phone out of my purse 
and called Lupe’s number. She 
answered and got right to the 
point: “Is Shalom ready to provide 
sanctuary?” 

I stammered back, “I would 
like to say yes, that if sanctuary is 
needed, then yes. Shalom will do 
this.” Lupe went on to describe 
the situation. She said she would 
keep me updated as things 
progressed, adding that the next 
step was a bond hearing scheduled 
for the following morning. 

What I did the next morning 

was send out an email to a group 
from the congregation that had 
been meeting to discuss and 
plan ways for Shalom to engage 
with the issues surrounding 
immigration. I asked the group 
members if they felt Shalom 
should provide sanctuary in this 
particular situation. Everyone 
said yes, though some had 
reservations.

Later that day, I learned from 
Lupe that sanctuary was not 
needed. I was relieved for this 
family and hoped for the best. I 
was also happy to see that, at least 
in the group I emailed, Shalom 
members supported offering this 
particular person sanctuary. I felt 
the congregation needed to be 
looped in—that given what had 
just happened, we should revisit 
our decision not to be a location of 
sanctuary. I planned a meeting for 
the following Wednesday night. 

The night of the congregational 
meeting, a week after Lupe had 
frantically tried to get ahold of 
me, I received a call from another 
local Mennonite congregation, 
asking if I and others from 
Shalom could help a family in 
which the mother had been 
arrested just hours before and was 
now on an ICE (Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement) hold 
in the Newton city jail. I made 
some calls to Sunflower and 
called a member of the affected 
congregation, then went to the 
congregational meeting.

We had a fruitful conversation, 
though nothing was decided. 
After the meeting, I spent three 
hours talking and texting with 
people from Sunflower and the 
affected congregation, as well as 
an attorney. In this situation, this 
woman was eventually deported, 
leaving behind her schoolage 
children in the custody of their 
young-adult sibling. 

Rachel  
Ringenberg Miller 
is pastor of Shalom 
Mennonite Church in 
Newton, Kan.

It was clear after 
these situations, 
only a week apart, 
that Shalom needed 
to make an official 
decision.

It was clear after these 
situations, only a week apart, that 
Shalom needed to make an official 
decision. In January, we invited 
Lupe to make a presentation on 
why and when someone would 
need sanctuary. An immigration 
attorney also spoke about the 
legal implications. After several 
follow-up conversations, on Feb. 
4, Shalom voted to become a 
congregation of sanctuary for 
those facing deportation. We are 
now in the process of forming 
a network of support with 
other local congregations and 
organizations to make ourselves 
as ready as we can be to provide 
sanctuary if and when it is needed. 

I’m often asked how Shalom 
came to this decision. The above 
is the long version. The short 
version is that as a congregation 
we take seriously our mission, 
“Following Jesus, we risk love.” In 
our discussions, Shalom’s mission 
statement looms large and guides 
our decision-making. Following 
Jesus means we love our neighbors 
as ourselves. So we will love and 
we will risk, for that is what our 
faith demands of us.
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A vigil 
for release

Groups seek to 
free detainees 
seeking asylum

BY  PEGGY MUMPER

P laying tambourines 
and drums, singing 
and praying in 

Spanish and English, holding 
signs and raising their voices, 
25 adults, teens and children 
stood just beyond the border 
of the Berks County Detention 

A group gathers outside the 
Berks County (Pa.) Detention 
Center for a monthly vigil.

Photo by Tonya Wenger

Center (BCDC) in rural 
Pennsylvania at a monthly 
vigil March 18 to demonstrate 
solidarity with the young 
children, teens and parents 
imprisoned there for the act 
of requesting asylum in the 
United States. 
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BCDC holds approximately 40 
families, as many as 96 adults and 
children. Families, often fleeing 
violence in their homelands, 
seek safety here but instead are 
often separated from one parent 
and locked up, although they 
are charged with no crimes and 
could be living on their own 
while they await the completion 
of bureaucratic processes. Several 
organizations are demanding the 
facility be closed and the residents 
released to sponsors or family 
members and out of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
confinement. ICE pays more than 
$1 million per year to the county 
to lease the facility, which was 
previously licensed and operated 
as a juvenile detention center. The 
county says the revenue comes 
from the rental of office space to 
ICE and not from the detainment 
of families. The license as a 
juvenile detention center was 
revoked when the state learned it 
was no longer being used in that 
capacity. The county challenged 
the revocation in court, and a 
decision is pending. 

John-Michael Cotignola-
Pickens with Shut Down Berks 
Interfaith Witness (SDBIW), 
a work of the Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches, says: “We 
are challenging Governor Wolf 
to enact an Emergency Removal 
Order that would remove the 
families from the center and 
find housing for them in the 
community. Governor Wolf has 
refused to do that repeatedly.” 
Cotignola-Pickens attends 
Community Mennonite Church 
of Lancaster.

Tonya Wenger, who grew up 
in Akron Mennonite Church and 
is a member of a house church in 
Akron, also works with SDBIW 

and advocates for the detainees. 
“We are not asking the governor 
to find housing for everyone 
there. The majority of the 
detainees already have sponsors,” 
says Wenger, “so we are asking 
that ICE release them to their 
sponsors or families while they go 
through the legal process.”

A police car circled past on the 
road that separates the small band 
of demonstrators from the solid 
brick building across the way. No 
one appeared in the windows as 
the group spoke of their objections 
to the lengthy detainment 
and the immoral treatment of 
foreigners seeking safety here. No 
interactions between the detained 
and those who have come to lift 
their spirits are permitted by ICE. 
Through an amplified speaker 
the group called out chants about 
unity and justice, brotherhood 
and sisterhood, love for the 
global family. Because most of 
the residents are from Central 
American nations, an interpreter 
translated the prayers and hopes 
into Spanish and shouted them 
into the microphone as well. 

Many of the adults were from 
a budding organization called 
FREE Together. Its mission is 
focused on mobilizing the local 
church to do justice. “Like Jesus, 
we prioritize the most vulnerable 
in our communities,” says Drew 
G.I. Hart, one of the leaders 
of FREE Together. “Since our 
network began, the vulnerability 
of our undocumented immigrant 
neighbors has been a priority.” 

Cotignola-Pickens extended 
the invitation for FREE 
Together to plan the vigil 
readings, music and message of 
encouragement and support. He 
helped organize the monthly 
events as an opportunity for 

Peggy Mumper 
lives near Harrisburg, 
Pa., and attends 
Harrisburg Brethren 
in Christ Church.

Families, often 
fleeing violence in 
their homelands, 
seek safety here 
but instead are 
often separated 
from one parent 
and locked up.

people to demonstrate against 
the imprisonment of adults and 
children who are traumatized 
by the incarceration. “I hope 
the vigils bring awareness to the 
injustice of detaining families that 
are often fleeing violence and also 
show the families there are people 
that care about them and are 
working for their release.” 

The work to close the center 
and release the families goes 
beyond the monthly vigils of 
solidarity and is embraced by 
local lawyers working with the 
detainees and numerous groups 
and their supporters. Along with 
Juntos, a Philadelphia community 
organization, Shut Down Berks 
Campaign grassroots coalition 
includes Detention Watch 
Network, GALAEI, #Not1More, 
Migrant Power Movement, 
Pennsylvania Immigration and 
Citizenship Coalition, Unitarian 
Universalist Pennsylvania 
Legislative Advocacy Network 
and We Belong Together.
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THE NONPROFIT organizations 
that publish the two leading 
U.S. Mennonite periodicals and 
manage digital platforms are 
exploring a merger to strengthen 
Anabaptist journalism in a fast-
changing media environment.

The proposal calls for merging 
The Mennonite, Inc., and 
Mennonite World Review, Inc., 
to create an independent media 
organization that explores “the 
intersection of faith, life and 
culture through an Anabaptist 
lens.” 

A merger would consolidate 
the organizations’ strengths and 
preserve their traditions while 
adapting to changes in the ways 
people use digital and print media 
in the 21st century.

Each organization’s board 
approved the merger in principle 
in March.

The proposal was presented 
to the Mennonite Church USA 
Executive Board on April 13 
in Lansdale, Pa., inviting the 
board into conversation about the 
proposal. A letter describing the 
proposal was mailed April 12 to 
the 150 members of the MWR, 
Inc., corporation across the 
country. 

Mennonite Church USA and 
the MWR corporation members 
will be asked to give their 

A joint release of The Mennonite, Inc., and 
Mennonite World Review, Inc. For the full 
release, go to www.themennonite.org.

Mennonite 
publishers 
explore merger

approval, which would finalize the 
plan, later this year.

A task force led by the chairs 
of each organization’s board—
Barth Hague of Newton, Kan., 
for The Mennonite, Inc.; and 
John Longhurst of Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, for Mennonite World 
Review, Inc.—began working on 
the proposal in April 2017.

The CEOs of each 
organization—Hannah 
Heinzekehr, executive director 
of The Mennonite, Inc., until 
January, and Paul Schrag, editor 
of MWR and publisher of MWR, 
Inc.—worked closely with Hague 
and Longhurst. They were joined 
on the task force by other board 
and staff members and later 
by a member of the MC USA 
Executive Board.

“It is important to both our 
boards that we consider such 
a merger at a time of relative 
strength in our organizations,” 
Hague says. “By combining forces, 
we are able to move forward in 
the best position to serve the 
constituents of Mennonite Church 
USA and the wider Mennonite 
Anabaptist family.”

If approved, the new 
organization would begin 
operations in summer 2019. The 
new, merged print periodical and 
digital platforms would likely 
begin in 2020.

Like MWR, Inc., the new 
periodical and digital platforms 
would be independent, not 
affiliated with any denomination 
or conference. Like The 
Mennonite, Inc., the new media 
would give priority to serving the 
members of MC USA, who are 
also MWR’s largest constituency. 
This vision continues MWR’s 
mission of “serving the global 
Anabaptist movement” and fulfills 
The Mennonite’s goal to be “a 
forum for Mennonite voices.”

The Mennonite, Inc., publishes 
the MC USA monthly magazine 
but is incorporated separately from 
the denomination. MWR, Inc., 
a nonprofit organization based 
in Newton, Kan., publishes an 
independent biweekly newspaper.

Schrag, editor of MWR since 
1996, said inter-Mennonite 
identity and service to MC USA 
are essential and compatible 
parts of the vision for a new 
organization.

“Our Mennonite Brethren and 
Lancaster Mennonite Conference 
board members made it clear 
that their support for this plan 
depended on maintaining the 
broad vision of the church that 
MWR has held for 95 years,” 
Schrag says. “I’ve promised to 
keep that inclusive view, offering 
a publication that the members 
of Mennonite Church USA and 
other groups can call their own.”

Longhurst says a merger 
would create strong possibilities 
for innovation and growth so the 
organizations can serve the church 
for decades to come.

Shé Langley, a member of 
the merger task force and a 
digital content strategist for The 
Mennonite, Inc., says, “It’s an 
exciting time to consider new and 
creative ways to reach audiences 
that have never been exposed to 
Anabaptism while also serving 
those who consistently consume 
the content we produce.”

Sheldon C. Good, who began 
as executive director of The 
Mennonite, Inc., in February, 
says, “By combining our resources, 
readers and reach, we will be 
able to grow in ways that simply 
are not possible in our current 
arrangement.”

The Mennonite and 
Mennonite World 
Review propose new, 
independent media 
organization
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MIDDLE EAST MEDIA faced a 
challenge. It wanted to empower 
Christians from a Muslim 
background to tell their own 
stories and create media to reach 
out to others. 

For many years, Middle East 
Media presented the gospel to 
Muslims in the Middle East the 
only way that was possible—
through content created by 
believers who had grown up in 
a Christian context. They knew 
that Christians from a Muslim 
background had a deep desire to 
tell their stories as well, but many 
had to keep their faith secret 
for fear of persecution. The key, 
Middle East Media determined, 
was to dedicate a team in the 
Gulf to train and equip these new 
believers to reach out through 
video, the internet and social 

Travis Duerksen of Mennonite  
Mission Network

In their  
own words

media to tell their own stories of 
hope and faith to their neighbors 
throughout the Middle East. 

Middle East Media is 
comprised of two main teams, 
based in North Africa and the 
Gulf, along with support offices 
in the United Kingdom and 
the United States. The North 
Africa team focuses on 3D 
animation, filmmaking training 
and educational workshops, 
while the Gulf team specializes 
in producing content created 
by Christians from a Muslim 
background to reach their own 
communities. “[Middle East 
Media] started the whole program 
to specifically train, equip and 
help [believers] write their 
stories,” says Wayne Larson*, 
international director of Middle 
East Media. “They’re reaching out 
to their own people.”

One production released by 
the Gulf team is a video series 
titled “I Believe, But...,” which 
addresses questions new believers 
from a Muslim background 
face, including pressure from 
family members, defining grace 
in a Christian perspective and 
raising children in a Christian 
context. Filmed in a television 

studio outfitted with plush chairs, 
potted plants and a centerpiece 
coffee table, the show is hosted 
by a Saudi/Kuwaiti husband-
and-wife team who discuss the 
questions presented by believers 
reading their own stories. The 
believers’ identities and voices are 
obscured due to the possibility of 
persecution. Each episode opens 
with a title sequence encouraging 
the viewer that “if you have 
believed in Christ or are still 
looking for the truth, you are not 
alone!”

In addition to “I Believe, 
But…,” Middle East Media is 
currently producing a video series 
titled “On Bended Knee,” which 
will feature 365 short videos, 
each centered on prose, poetry or 
prayer written by local believers. 
The goal of the videos is to inspire 
both believers and nonbelievers  
by showing people from their 
shared culture speaking about 
Jesus in culturally traditional 
forms. 

As technology has changed, 
Middle East Media has adapted 
their tools to reach out and 
empower believers throughout the 
Middle East. What started as an 
outreach through printed word 
has grown into an organization 
that uses animation, media 
education and online videos and 
social media, according to Middle 
East Media’s website, to “reach 
beyond borders, past censors and 
into people’s hearts, homes and 
lives with seeds of biblical truth.” 

Mennonite Mission Network 
partners with Middle East Media 
through the joint support of 
workers such as Larson and his 
wife, Jeannie.

*Pseudonyms have been used for safety.

Lelia and Adel, the hosts of Middle East Media’s video series ‘I Believe But…’ on set.  
(Last names omitted for safety.)
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Middle East Media 
empowers new 
believers through 
education
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Environmental regs 
show great benefit

Gordon Houser is editor of The Mennonite.

THE TRUMP administration has 
shown great antipathy toward 
environmental protection, with 
67 environmental rules on the 
chopping block as of January. But 
in March, that administration’s 
Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) released its 
annual report, which showed that 
environmental regulations “had 
benefits far in excess of their costs, 
and they had no discernible effect 
on jobs or economic growth,” 
writes David Roberts at vox.com.

The name Environmental 
Protection Agency has become a 
misnomer. For example, Roberts 
asks: “Why would the EPA close 
a program investigating the effects 
of toxins on children’s health? 
Is there some evidence that the 
money is wasted or poorly spent? 
Why would the EPA allow more 
unregulated disposal of toxic coal 
ash? Don’t people in coal regions 
deserve clean air and water?”

It turns out the money is not 
poorly spent. The OMB gathered 
data and analysis on “major” 
federal regulations (those with 
$100 million or more in economic 
impact) between 2006 and 2016. 
The final tally, reported in 2001 
dollars:
• Aggregate benefits:  

$219 to $695 billion;
• Aggregate costs:  

$59 to $88 billion.
Roberts writes: “By even the 

most conservative estimate, the 
benefits of Obama’s regulations 
wildly outweighed the costs.”

The OMB report concludes that 
“of all the regulations passed from 
2006 to 2016, it is environmental 
regulations, specifically air 
pollution regulations, that had 
both the highest costs and the 
highest benefits.”

EPA rules, OMB writes, 
“account for over 80 percent of the 
monetized benefits and over 70 
percent of the monetized costs” 
of federal regulation during this 
period.

Roberts notes that air quality 
rules secure enormous health 
benefits for the American public, 
but they also ask a great deal of 
industry.

This downward redistribution 
of wealth, Roberts writes, takes 
money “out of the pockets of 
industrialists and into the pockets 
of ordinary Americans, particularly 
the poor and vulnerable Americans 
(African Americans and Hispanics 
in particular) who tend to live 
closest to pollution sources.”

The OMB report also has 
a long section looking into 
the employment effects of 
environmental regulations and 
concludes that in the overall 
economy they don’t “kill jobs.” 

EPA head Scott Pruitt, under 
fire at this writing for ethical 
violations, seems more interested 
in protecting industries’ wealth 
than defending children from 
toxins or rural communities from 
coal ash pollution.

WHAT I’M 
READING 
THIS MONTH

Soul Tending:  
Journey into the  
Heart of Sabbath

by Anita Amstutz

The Movement Makes 
Us Human: An Interview 
with Vincent Harding

by Joanna Shenk

Mystics and Misfits: 
Meeting God Through 
St. Francis and Other 
Unlikely Saints

by Christiana N. Peterson

Amstutz doesn’t just inform us 
about Sabbath; she makes us 
want to practice it. She draws on 
her own experience and on the 
writings of others to show how 
“Sabbath helps us retrieve joy 
from the dungeons of overwork, 
stress and soul weariness.” The 
writing is accessible, and the 
book is designed for individual 
or group study.

Shenk interviewed this important 
African-American historian 
and activist shortly before 
his death in 2014. The book 
explores Harding’s experience 
with Mennonites, Martin Luther 
King Jr. and his drafting of King’s 
Beyond Vietnam speech. “The 
freedom movement and the 
Anabaptist movement can be 
companions,” Harding says.

Peterson combines a memoir 
of her experiences in an 
intentional Christian community 
with reflections on saints such 
as Francis, Dorothy Day, Margery 
Kempe, Clare and Simone Weil. 
She learns to see such people as 
“complex, devout human beings 
who lived on the edges, who 
longed for unity with God.”



THEMENNONITE .ORG  •   MAY 2018    31

THEMENNONITE.ORG

Voluntary service unit 
reaches out to migrant 
farm workers and  
their families

In the 1950s and ’60s, the 
Mennonite Board of Missions 
operated a voluntary service 
unit in Stanfield, Ariz., as a 
ministry to migrant farm 
workers and their families. 
Volunteers spent most of 
their time working with 
children and youth, operating 
a kindergarten, Bible school, 
and boys’ and girls’ clubs. In 
the above photo, volunteer 
Arlen Godshall (bottom left) 
poses with youth from the 
local Hot Rod Club in 1963. 

Source: Mennonite Board 
of Missions Photograph 
Collection. Mission to 
Arizona, 1950-1970. IV-10-
7.2 Box 1 Folder 54 , Photo 
03. Mennonite Church USA 
Archives. Elkhart, Ind.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

RECIPE OF THE MONTH   |  Pickled eggs and beets
You can find the recipe on our website at themennonite.org/hungryhounds

JOIN THE  
CONVERSATION:

facebook.com/theMennonite
twitter.com/theMennoniteInc

instagram.com/theMennoniteInc

“We must engage in 
the work of building 
inclusive, equitable 
and just churches 
and institutions 
made up of people 
who are committed 
to dismantling white 
supremacy culture 
and building authentic 
relationships across 
differences.”

—Chantelle Todman Moore, 
coach and consultant for unlock Ngenuity, 

who worked with board and staff members 
from Mennonite Women USA to perform an 

Intercultural Development Inventory 

QUOTABLE

4.1K
One year later:  

MJ Sharp's parents reflect

by Sheldon C. Good

2.4K
What happens when a 

congregation dies?

by Jeremy Yoder

2.1K
Sermons I never heard

by Ben Goossen

2.0K
Neighbors, killers, enablers, 

witnesses: Conference looks at 
the many roles of Mennonites 

in the Holocaust

by Gordon Houser, Paul Schrag  
and Melanie Zuercher

MOST-READ  
ONLINE-ONLY POSTS
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The rock we call Earth

CLINGING TO THE apparently 
barren surfaces of the rock we 
call Earth, we find a community 
of soil-building organisms busy 
creating a soft sponge of living 
soil that filters the water and 
holds the nutrients that sustain 
the life that supplies our food 
and fresh water. They create the 
inhabitable environment of forest 
and meadow for the survival of 
7.5 billion people, 5,513 species of 
mammals, 10,425 species of birds, 
10,038 species of reptiles, 7,302 
species of amphibians, 32,900 
species of fish, 1 million species of 
insects, 268 species of flowering 
plants and uncounted species of 
microscopic life.

Earth and wisely managing its 
resources to assure the livelihood 
of present and future generations. 
We see growing evidence that 
politicians and corporations 
will not do what is necessary to 
preserve the Earth’s drinking 
water, tillable soil, forests, clean 
air and the biological community 
required to sustain life. 

Each of us must respond to the 
abuses that affect the health and 
survival of our God-given planet 
and its people. We need to check 
the distorted rhetoric of those 
who justify their selfish actions 
by laying claim to their right to 
be “successful,” regardless of how 
their success affects others.

Let’s call our national and 
world leaders to open their minds 
and hearts in service to creation 
and to respond powerfully in 
peacefully meeting the basic needs 
of our communities, our country 
and the world, especially the 
needs of the most vulnerable.

Here are a few ideas:
Make stewardship a habit. 

When gasoline prices dropped 
by 50 cents per gallon, Barb and 
I gave the money we saved to a 
local Christ-centered ministry for 
the underprivileged. When the 
gas prices went back up we still 
wanted to pitch in, and we did. 

Limit the fertilizers and 
pesticides we put on our lawns 
and thus into our streams.  
Excessive fertilizer applications 
destroy several essential creatures 
necessary for healthy soil and 
clean water.

We have implemented 
conservation measures on 
our family’s small acreage. 
We’ve grown into a hay, grass and 

pasture operation for an “all grass-
fed beef ” herd. The rolling terrain 
is far more suitable for pasture 
than for the row crops grown 
there in the past. Now our use of 
commercial fertilizers is carefully 
kept to a minimum, and our use 
of pesticides is rare.

We must also watch our 
water usage. We are blessed 
with an 80-foot-deep well that 
can produce three gallons per 
minute while running constantly 
for 48 hours or more. We test the 
water quality every three to four 
years, and so far the results are 
consistently in the “safe” zone. 
That could change as soil around 
us continues to be polluted with 
herbicides and pesticides. 

We look for opportunities to 
conserve this precious resource 
(and the electricity it takes 
to pump and heat it). Paying 
attention to the little things like a 
dripping water faucet or a drafty 
door brings significant savings. 

We too often think there is no 
end to the supply of the necessities 
of life, and therefore we become 
casually wasteful instead of 
mindfully thinking about 
conservation. We can, one and all, 
become stewards of creation in 
ways great and small.

PERSPEC TIVES FROM READERS

Ronald J. Wyse 
is a member of 
Trenton Missionary 
Church, rural Mount 
Pleasant, Iowa.

Let’s call our 
national and world 
leaders to open 
their minds and 
hearts in service to 
creation.

The views expressed do not necessarily 
represent the official positions of Mennonite 
Church USA, The Menno nite or the board for 
The Mennonite, Inc.

The human population grows 
by about 80 million each year, 
while the finite resources of clean 
water, fossil fuels and forests 
decline under the pressure of 
human use and abuse. Some say 
not to worry because there is 
enough to last us 100 years. What 
about the generations to come? 

Life on Earth is threatened 
by our greed and lust for power. 
Nuclear weapons have made it 
possible for us to destroy the 
capacity of the Earth to serve 
as our extended human home. 
We all share in the moral 
responsibility of caring for the 
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A YEAR AGO, I graduated from 
Goshen (Ind.) College. At the end 
of a summer of working, I moved 
away from Goshen and relocated 
to the Twin Cities, in the frigid 
north in Minnesota. 

I moved alongside several 
of my graduating classmates, 
all of them, like me, raised as a 
Mennonite. We rented a house 
and, so far, so good. In a way, 
we picked up our own little 
Mennonite bubble and plopped it 
in a city of 300,000.

After a couple weeks of 
settling in, we scouted out what 
Mennonite populations were 
in our area. Several of us were 
looking for a home congregation 
and visited Faith Mennonite 
Church and St. Paul Mennonite 
Fellowship.

For the sake of context, here is 
a brief background of my spiritual 
life. I was born and raised in a 
Mennonite home, though I have 
never been much of a churchgoer 
or a person of great spirituality, 
especially throughout my college 
years. Either I had too much 
going on or I just didn’t feel a 
strong pull toward the church at 
that point in my life. 

Moving to a new area can be 
intimidating though, especially 
when you’ve lived in an area with 
as much Mennonite influence as 
Goshen. Going to school at both 
Goshen College and Bethany 
Christian School in Goshen, I 
was accustomed to a certain group 
of people. 

Both churches in St. Paul were 
welcoming and had a familiar feel. 
People there even immediately 
connected me to my mother, 
Regina Shands Stoltzfus, without 

Looking for how life works
my having mentioned it. (It seems 
I can’t escape her shadow even 
if I leave the state.) However, I 
still didn’t feel that internal draw 
toward the church or toward God.

Not everything remained the 
same. While I’ve yet to return to 
either church, in the past several 
months I’ve found myself praying 
more, a need that eluded me at 
other stages in my life. I found 
myself giving thanks, asking for 
forgiveness and praying for those 
close to me. 

an omnipotent being to claiming 
agnosticism to wherever I am 
now, something I don’t quite 
know how to explain. I don’t like 
the idea of calling myself “not 
religious but spiritual” because it 
feels like a copout. 

Graduating from college and 
moving away has been the biggest 
shift in my life, and it’s taken me 
some time to get the hang of how 
the real world works. For a while, 
I experienced the stress of being 
unemployed, learned how to get 
around a city, worked a job that 
doesn’t involve sitting behind a 
desk while doing homework and 
paying bills. That said, it hasn’t 
been the smoothest of journeys.

My brother once told me, 
“God gives his hardest battles to 
his strongest soldiers.” While I’m 
not the strongest of soldiers and 
have not fought the hardest battles 
(metaphorically or literally), I do 
like this quote, and I think about 
it often. Cliché as it may be, there 
is some truth behind the struggle; 
be it my spiritual path, finding a 
place where I belong or just flat 
out trying to understand how life 
works. It’s not supposed to be 
easy, and it won’t come all at once.

Recently, I’ve felt like I’ve been 
on that path, and I’m excited to 
see where it takes me. 

BY AND ABOUT YOUNG ADULTS

While I’ve yet to 
return to either 
church, in the past 
several months 
I’ve found myself 
praying more, a 
need that eluded me 
at other stages in 
my life.

Spirituality aside, the church 
also offers a way to connect with 
those in my community and 
possibly better connect to those I 
already know. These are some of 
the reasons I wanted to connect to 
these churches.

Being a young, black male 
raised Mennonite, it’s always been 
a struggle to find a place where I 
truly belong. That identity crisis 
is something that sticks with me 
today and affects many aspects of 
my life. 

Similarly, my spiritual life 
has also been a roller coaster. I’ve 
gone from dismissing the idea of 

Joshua Stoltzfus  is 
a recent graduate 
and aspiring 
journalist in St. Paul, 
Minn.

Read blogs and other articles 
by and for young adults at 
themennonite.org.
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LEADERSHIP F IELD NOTES

WORSHIP PL ANNING 
COMMIT TEE PL ANS 
FOR MENNOCON 19

A small group of pastors, 
leaders and youth from 
across Mennonite Church 
USA gathered March 23-
25 in Kansas City, Mo., to 
begin work as the Worship 
Planning Committee 
for the 2019 MC USA 
convention. The convention, 
MennoCon19, will take place 
July 2-6, 2019, in Kansas City. 

BE THEL APPROVES 
$11.8 MILLION 
C APITAL C AMPAIGN

Authorization of an $11.8 
million capital campaign 
for Bethel College, North 
Newton, Kan., highlighted 
the annual spring meeting 
of the college’s board of 
directors April 5-7. Approval 
of the three-year effort to 
fund a new activity and 
wellness center, information 
technology upgrades, 
academic program 
initiatives and annual giving 
was based on a feasibility 
study by longtime Bethel 
fund-raising consultant 
James Dodson.

DANNER NAMED 
ASSOCIATE EXECUTIVE 
DIREC TOR

Michael Danner, conference 
executive minister of Illinois 
Mennonite Conference, will 
begin May 15 as associate 
executive director of church 
vitality and engagement 
for Mennonite Church USA. 
He has a doctor of ministry 
in contextual theology 
from Northern Seminary, 
Lombard, Ill.

UPDATES

What is your 38th parallel?
38TH PARALLEL is a popular 
name given to latitude 38° 
north, which roughly divides 
North Korea and South Korea. 
The line was hastily chosen by 
U.S. military planners shortly 
after the Japanese surrendered 

chasm between the two countries 
have grown and channels for 
meaningful exchanges toward 
deeper understanding of 
the others’ experiences have 
decreased, it has become easier 
to demonize and dehumanize 
the other. We are right; they 
are wrong. We are rational; 
they are crazy. We learn; they 
are brainwashed. The lenses 
of ideologies and politics have 
polarized these two countries of 
the same ethnic origin to hate and 
distrust each other for too long. 
The 38th parallel still stands in 
the way of these two countries 
reconciling what has been done in 
the past. 

What is the 38th parallel in 
your life? Where have you drawn 
a line to separate and isolate 
yourself from another? I’m not 
talking about healthy boundaries 
placed to create healthy 
relationships. Rather, where are 
rigid and fortified lines that have 
perpetuated the us-versus-them 
narratives in our lives? What are 
the lines that have been drawn in 
the lives of our churches? In the 
life of this country? 

How do we follow Jesus in a 
world of 38th parallels? How do 
we follow the one who crossed 
geographical, religious, political 
and social lines to declare that 
God does not draw lines as we do? 
How does the good news flesh out 
in our 38th parallels?

Where have you 
drawn a line to 
separate and 
isolate yourself 
from another? 

at the end of World War II. The 
demarcation proposed in 1945 
was intended as a temporary 
division of the country that U.S. 
and U.S.S.R. officials agreed to, 
but the political and ideological 
division intensified, and attempts 
at a united Korea ultimately 
failed. In 1948, two separate 
regimes were created: the U.S.-
supported regime in South Korea 
and the communist regime in 
North Korea. Consequently, on 
June 25, 1950, the Korean War 
officially broke out, resulting in 
three intense and bloody years of 
a civil war. Five million people 
died, were injured or reported 
missing.

Sadly, even after 65 long 
and painful years, the country 
is still divided across the 38th 
parallel. This man-made creation 
has defined a line that cannot 
be crossed. Enemy lines have 
been drawn and named. As the 
opportunities for crossing the 

FROM MENNONITE CHURCH USA

Sue Park-Hur is denominational minister 
for leadership development for Mennonite 
Church USA.
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GRACE AND TRUTH

A WORD FROM PASTORS

SINCE DYLANN ROOF killed 
nine people after Bible study 
with members of Emanuel AME 
Church in Charleston, S.C., I 
have been concerned for young 
white males. Last August, when 
young white men in polo shirts 
and clean haircuts walked through 
Charlottesville, Va., I wondered 
if anyone else was concerned for 
them. Recently I talked with a 
white mother who said she was 
worried about raising her young 
white son. Then I knew God was 
working on other hearts as well.

For a year, I have watched 
Christians do their mission work 
on the streets of black and brown 
communities. Sending church 
buses to pick up little black kids 
and take them across town to the 
white church with promises of 
candy bags and saving their souls. 
I’ve seen Christian churches set up 
tutoring centers and soup kitchens 
in black and brown communities 
as mission work to help the poor 
and disadvantaged. But I have yet 
to see Christian churches go into 
rural and southern communities 
of our nation and teach peace 
or share their wealth with poor, 
white disadvantaged children. 
There is something inherently 
wrong with the oversight.

I have been asking my friends 
about the need to go to these 
young white men and white 
communities to listen, learn and 
show them love. I was shocked by 
the responses I received: “I find 
it hard to help young white men 
when they already have so much 
privilege.” “I would not know 
what to say to them. I am nothing 
like them.” “I never consider them 
as having a problem.”

I realize white privilege is more 
than having advantages people 
of color do not have; it is also the 
freedom to overlook or completely 
dismiss one’s culpability in the 
misdeeds and misfortune of one’s 
people. The white Christian 
church cannot see its own 

Jesus said, “Love your 
enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you, so that you may 
be children of your Father in 
heaven; for he makes his sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and 
on the unrighteous” (Matthew 
5:44-45).

There is a mission for the 
Mennonite church, one of peace, 
acceptance and love. It will not 
be easy, and it will move us to 
uncomfortable spaces. We are 
called to reach out to all those 
young men who are feeling left 
out of the conversation—all 
those young men who will be 
defiant in our belief that they 
need help. 

Today’s mission field will not 
be found in the villages of Africa 
or the streets of Nepal. Today’s 
mission field will not be found 
in Chicago and Los Angeles. 
Today’s mission is in your own 
backyard. Today’s mission is to 
your families, neighbors and 
co-workers, community leaders 
and, dare I say, churchgoers. The 
mission is to save the hearts and 
minds of young white men: to 
show them they are not better 
and are not less than any other 
person on earth, that there is 
room at the table for everyone if 
we only work together against 
the powers that would seek to 
keep us apart.

Knight of the realm

Cyneatha 
Millsaps is pastor 
of Community 
Mennonite Church in 
Markham, Ill.

White privilege is 
the freedom to 
overlook or 
completely dismiss 
one’s culpability in 
the misdeeds and 
misfortune of one’s 
people.

community as one. The young 
white men walking through the 
streets with torches are not the 
same as them. But every person 
of color carries the weight of our 
brothers and sisters, good and 
bad. If you are a legal immigrant, 
you still bear the weight of every 
undocumented immigrant, 
regardless of their circumstance. If 
you are an African American, you 
bear the weight of every young 
man behind prison walls, whether 
they actually committed a crime 
or were falsely accused. 

Mennonite Central 
Committee has a Sunday school 
lesson on militarism called “Ben’s 
Story.” Ben tells how and why he 
joined the military after 9/11. He 
talks about his identity as “knight 
of the realm.” As a young, white, 
Christian male, he says, it was his 
duty, his Christian call, to defend 
this nation. 
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FOR THE RECORD

 BIRTHS 

Martin, Audrey Jean, was born Jan. 14 
to Robbie Jr. and Sarah Burdett Martin, 
Steubenville, Ohio.

Rigdon, Ziva Hope, was born Aug. 
21, 2017, to Heather and Jim Rigdon, 
Louisville, Ohio.

 DEATHS 

Augsburger, Arleta Mae Kollath, 95, 
Elida, Ohio, died Feb. 16, of Alzheimer’s 
disease. Spouse: Oren Augsburger. 
Children: Larry Augsburger, Betty 
Munn, Janet Buford; 10 grandchildren. 
Funeral: March 3 at Salem Mennonite 
Church, Elida.

Gingrich, John Musser, 93, Lancaster, 
Pa., died March 22. Spouse: Blanche E. 
Kreider Gingrich (deceased). Parents: 
Edison and Mary Gingrich. Children: 
Donald Gingrich, Ann Martin, David 
Gingrich, Nelson Gingrich, Kenneth 
Gingrich, Sharon Umble, Beverly Kerry, 
Nelson Gingrich; 15 grandchildren; 
25 great-grandchildren; two great-
great-grandchildren. Funeral: March 
31 at Landisville Mennonite Church, 
Landisville, Pa.

Harder, Milton J., 93, Goessel, 
Kan., and Deer Creek, Okla., died 
Jan. 30. Spouse: Katharine Moyer 
Harder. Spouse: Geraldine Gross 
Harder (deceased). Parents: John M. 
and Sarah Enns Harder. Children: 
Robert G. Harder, James M. Harder; 
two grandchildren; two great-

grandchildren. Memorial service: Feb. 
19 at Bethesda Home, Goessel

Holdeman, Anna Theocharides, 94, 
Westminster, Colo., died March 12. 
Spouse: Ivan Holdeman (deceased). 
Parents: Eleftherios and Elissavet 
Theocharides; four grandchildren. 
Funeral: April 8 at First Mennonite 
Church, Denver.

Hostetler, Stephen Kenneth, 45, 
Boelus, Neb., died March 25. Parents: 
Arlan David and Judy Kay Mitchell 
Hostetler. Funeral: March 29 at Wood 
River Mennonite Church, Wood River, 
Neb.

Kiesow, Anna Rose Nafziger, 90, 
Wauseon, Ohio, died Jan. 23. Spouse: 
Peter Kiesow. Parents: Raymond and 
Dora Short Nafziger. Child: Amy Kiesow 
Austin. Memorial service: Feb. 1 at 
Fairlawn Chapel, Archbold, Ohio.

King, Dorothy Pearl Miller, 90, 
Orrville, Ohio, died Jan. 22. Spouse: 
K. Eldon King. Parents: Adrian and 
Viola King Miller. Children: Dan King, 
Stan King, David King, Twila King 
Yoder, Marlin King, Glen King; 13 
grandchildren; 19 great-grandchildren. 
Celebration of life service: Jan. 26 at 
Kidron Mennonite Church, Kidron, 
Ohio.

Landis, Anna Mae Groff, 97, Leola, Pa., 
died Feb. 19. Spouse: Marvin Landis 
(deceased). Parents: Christian B. and 
Emma Neff Groff. Funeral: Feb. 26 at 
Landis Homes West Bethany Chapel, 
Lititz, Pa.

Lantz, Richard “Dick” Keith, 76, 
Harrisonburg, Va., died March 2, 
following a battle with heart disease. 
Spouse: Pearl L. Snader Lantz. Spouse: 
Lois M. Graybille Lantz (deceased). 
Parents: Elam G. and Iva Yoder Lantz. 
Children: Doug Lantz, Heidi Lantz-
Trissel; four grandchildren. Funeral: 
March 10 at Harrisonburg Mennonite 
Church.

Leidig, Melvin D., 92, Orrville, Ohio, 
died March 19. Spouse: Lois Gisel 
Leidig. Parents: Rueben and Emily 
Teuscher Leidig. Children: Shari Leidig 
Holland, Debra Anne Leidig. Funeral: 
March 23 at Orrville Mennonite Church.

Miller, Quinten Henry, 88, Kalona, 
Iowa, died April 4. Spouse: Dolores 
Jean Miller Miller. Parents: Henry 
H. and Mary Pearl Gingerich Miller. 
Children: Mary Jo Long, Myrna Eitzen, 
Sharla Zasadny, Forrest Miller, George 
Miller; 18 grandchildren; 14 great-
grandchildren. Funeral: April 7 at 
Kalona Mennonite Church.

Nafziger, Donna Marie Schmucker, 
87, Archbold, Ohio, died March 24. 
Spouse: Maurice Nafziger (deceased). 
Parents: George and Sylvia Short 
Schmucker. Children: Rodney Nafziger, 
Victoria Nafziger, Dawn Huebner, 
Dwight Nafziger; six grandchildren; five 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: March 31 
at Lockport Mennonite Church, Stryker, 
Ohio.

Nunemaker, Gwen Wenger, 63, 
Goshen, Ind., died March 2. Spouse: 
Bob Nunemaker. Parents: Richard 
D. “Kossie” and Bessie June Wilson 
Wenger. Children: Stacy Glick, Brooke 
Martin, Tina Cooper, Amber Landis, 
Robert Nunemaker, Jr., Bessie Wenger, 
Christy Nunemaker; 13 grandchildren. 
Funeral: March 6 at Holdeman 
Mennonite Church, Wakarusa, Ind.

Ramseyer, Joseph Woodrow 
“Woody,” 88, Goshen, Ind., died 
March 14. Spouse: Lois Ramseyer 
(deceased). Parents: William and Gladys 
Salzman Ramseyer. Children: Sharon 
Sivanich, Beth Robie, Rob Ramseyer; 
five grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren. Funeral: March 20 at 
Yoder-Culp Funeral Home, Goshen.

Rankin, Al, 70, Canton, Ohio, died 
Dec. 14, 2017. Spouse: Mickie Rankin. 
Parents: Neal J. and Verna Rankin. 
Children: Adam, Chad, Lissa, Darla, 
Dawn; step-children: Lisa, Renee, 
Lori; six grandchildren. Funeral: Dec. 

To submit births, marriages or deaths, 
log on to themennonite.org, use the 
“About Us” tab and select “Contact Us” 
from the drop-down menu. You may 
also use email, editor@themennonite.
org, or mail, 3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, 
Elkhart, IN 46517. 

For the record



THEMENNONITE .ORG  •   MAY 2018    37

21 at the chapel at St. Luke Lutheran 
Community of North Canton.

Riegsecker, Norma J. Schrock, 79, 
Goshen, Ind., died March 23. Spouse: 
Marvin D. Riegsecker (deceased). 
Parents: Verlin Schrock and Mary 
Weaver Schrock Risser. Children: 
Steven Riegsecker, Michael Riegsecker; 
two grandchildren. Funeral: March 29 
at College Mennonite Church, Goshen.

Roth, Kermit D., 79, Scottdale, Pa., 
died Feb. 8. Spouse: Shirley Ann 
Swartzendruber Roth (deceased). 
Parents: Isaac and Leta Philips Roth. 
Children: Timothy Roth, Ronald Roth, 
Laura Howard; six grandchildren. 
Funeral: Feb. 11 at Robert B. Ferguson 
Funeral Home, Scottdale.

Short, Calvin Dale, 93, Archbold, 
Ohio, died March 7. Spouse: Marjorie 
E. Nofziger Short. Parents: Henry and 
Elisa Eicher Short. Children: Lonnie 
Short, Pat Nafziger, Terry Short, Peg 
Rufenacht; eight grandchildren; nine 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: March 17 
at Fairlawn Haven Chapel, Archbold.

Shumaker, Wanda S., 93, West Liberty, 
Ohio, died Jan. 25. Parents: William 
Howard Shumaker and Anna S. King 
Shumaker. Funeral: Jan. 29 at Bethel 
Mennonite Church, West Liberty.

Sollenberger, J. Wilbur, 78, Lititz, Pa., 
died Jan. 27. Spouse: Madeline Groff 
Sollenberger. Parents: Ivan and Emma 
Meck Huber Sollenberger. Children: 
J. Merle Sollenberger, Gayle Smoker, 
Lynelle Wenger; 10 grandchildren; 
seven great-grandchildren. Funeral: 
Feb. 3 at Forest Hills Mennonite 
Church, Leola, Pa.

Stamm, Roger L., 71, Stryker, Ohio. 
Died Feb. 27. Spouse: Jeannie Stitt 
Stamm. Parents: Walter and Martha 
Eicher Stamm. Children: Shan Henline, 
Sherri Mazzoni, Shawn Stamm; seven 
grandchildren. Funeral: March 3 at 
Lockport Mennonite Church, Stryker. 

Thiessen, Abraham Raymond, 
96, Inman, Kan., died March 3. 
Spouse: Sara Louise Regehr Thiessen 
(deceased). Parents: Dietrich A. and 
Mary Siemens Thiessen. Children: 
Shirley Kroeker, Sharon Kay Vannorsdel, 
Carol Jean Lightner, Keri Miller, Sandra 
Louise Horton; 18 grandchildren; 17 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: March 8 
at Bethel Mennonite Church, Inman.

Troyer, Aliyah Rae, infant, Findlay, 
Ohio, was stillborn on Dec. 27, 2017. 
Parents: Shane Troyer and Jasmine 
Foster. 

Wyse, Martha Lee, 80, Archbold, Ohio, 
died Feb. 22. Parents: Daniel B. and 
Marjory Werder Wyse. Funeral: Feb. 25 
at Fairlawn Haven Chapel, Archbold.

Wyse, Rachel Elizabeth, 94, Wellman, 
Iowa, died Dec. 5, 2017. Spouse: Roger 
Wyse (deceased). Parents: Joseph and 
Barbra Rich Graber. Children: Priscilla 
Clemens, Joseph Wyse, Jeffery Wyse, 

Jerome Wyse, Ramona Miller, Lisa Rose 
Wyse; six grandchildren. Memorial 
service: Jan. 6 at Wayland Mennonite 
Church, Wayland, Iowa.

Yoder, Merrill J., 101, Wakarusa, Ind., 
died Nov. 9, 2017. Spouse: Fay Marie 
Wenger Yoder (deceased). Parents: 
Harvey and Eliza Newcomer Yoder. 
Children: Louise Leach, Roger Yoder, 
Dennis Yoder; foster daughter Faye 
Hackman; 15 grandchildren; 34 
great-grandchildren; eight great-great-
grandchildren. Funeral: Nov. 13 at Olive 
Mennonite Church, Elkhart, Ind.

Zook, J. Wesley “Wes,” 93, Goshen, 
Ind., died March 11. Spouse: Viola 
Bontrager Zook. Spouse: Mary Ruth 
Branz Zook (deceased). Parents: J. Kore 
and Ruth Cooprider Zook. Children: 
Linda Zook, Brenda Zook, Becci 
Woodward, Robert Zook, John Paul 
Zook; six grandchildren; nine great-
grandchildren. Funeral: March 17 at 
College Mennonite Church, Goshen.
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CLASSIFIEDS

CL ASSIFIEDS

Nueva Vida Norristown New Life 
Mennonite Church is seeking 
a .40 FTE associate pastor. The 
successful candidate will serve as a 
member of a three-person pastoral 
team. NVNNL is an intercultural, 
multilingual, urban church in 
Norristown, Pa. For more info please 
contact Emanuel Gingerich at 
gingerichs@gmail.com or at 484-
684-6675.

Openings to do short-term 
voluntary service at the 
International Guest House in 
Washington, D.C., beginning 
summer 2018. Work involves 
running a household and providing 
hospitality to guests from all over 
the world. Training requires two 
weeks, so preference is given to 
those who are able to serve a 
minimum of two months. Former 
volunteers say the experience 
is life changing. For inquiries or 
applications, contact IGH at 202-
726-5808 or volunteer@igh-dc.com.

Institute of Mennonite Studies 
(IMS) of Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary is hiring a part-
time managing editor to start 
Aug. 1, 2018. The managing editor 
provides day-to-day management 
of the planning, production, 
promotion and distribution of IMS 
print and digital publications. See 
a full job description at www.ambs.
edu/jobs.

Ohio Conference—think you 
know us? Take another look. We 
are more than a flyover state—we 
are a vibrant center for God’s 
mission in rural and small-town 
communities (and some urban 
too!) spanning Michigan, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. We are seeking a 
conference minister who is ready 
to take up the challenge of leading 

a conference centered on Jesus and 
his call to make disciples. Accepting 
applications immediately with 
projected start date of Nov. 1, 2018. 
Find the full job description at: 
http://bit.ly/OHConferenceMinister. 
Women and people of color are 
strongly encouraged to apply. Send 
Ministerial Leadership Information 
Form and a letter of interest by 
June 30 to Paula Snyder Belousek, 
Search Committee chair at pastor@
salemmennonite.com

SAVE THE DATE! Join Pittsburgh 
Mennonite Church as we 
celebrate 50 years on Aug. 
10-12, 2018. Visit our website at 
pittsburghmennonite.org/50th for 
details.

Community Mennonite Church 
of Lancaster, Pa. (Atlantic Coast 
Conference), is looking for a 3/4-
time administrative pastor who 
will be responsible for providing 
overall administrative structure 
and leadership to our three-person 
pastoral staff as well as sustaining 
and strengthening the spiritual 
life of the congregation through 
preaching and teaching.  For 
more information go to www.
communitymennonite.org/
pastoral-search. To express interest, 
contact ACC conference minister 
Joanne Dietzel at joanned@
atlanticcoastconference.net.

Lombard Mennonite Church 
seeks a full-time lead pastor or 
couple with a strong commitment 
to Anabaptist values and theology, 
including peace and justice, and 
skills in preaching, leadership, 
teaching and congregational 
care. M.Div. degree (or equivalent) 
required. Pastoral experience 
preferred. Racial-ethnic minority 
candidates and/or individuals 

with cross-cultural or international 
experience are encouraged to 
apply. FTE 1.0, or greater for a 
couple. LMC is a member of the 
Illinois Mennonite Conference and 
Mennonite Church USA. We are a 
vibrant Anabaptist congregation 
in the western suburbs of Chicago 
whose members come from diverse 
Christian backgrounds. Position 
open Sept. 1, 2018. Interested 
people should contact the Illinois 
Conference Executive Minister, 
Michael Danner, at michaeldanner@
mennonite.net.

Encounter Cuba is an up close 
and personal people-to-people 
experience sponsored by the 
MEDA Sarasota Chapter. Explore 
this fascinating country that’s been 
off-limits to most Americans for 
more than 50 years. Led by expert 
Cuban guides, you’ll experience 
the sights and sounds of Cuba and 
see Cuban life through the eyes 
of artists, chefs, entrepreneurs, 
students, medical practitioners, 
farmers, senior citizens and more 
on this unique and affordable 
adventure. Dates are Nov. 10–17, 
2018, Feb. 16–23 and Nov. 9–16, 
2019. Scholarships available for full-
time students and recent graduates. 
For further information contact 
MEDA.Sarasota.Cuba@gmail.com or 
574.849.2751.

North Newton Guest Housing—
Serenity Silo, Barnview Cottage, 
Woodland Hideaway. Email or call 
for brochures: vadasnider@cox.net, 
316-283-5231. 

Classified advertising in  
The Mennonite is $1.30 per word.  
Please submit your ad to  
Rebecca Helmuth at  
advertising@themennonite.org.
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GLOBAL ANABAPTISM

STORIES FROM THE GLOBAL MENNONITE CHURCH

AS MEMORIES OF the recent 
Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang 
recede, news from the Korean 
peninsula has returned to the 
nuclear showdown between North 
Korea and the United States. 
Rising tensions in the region—
fueled by nuclear bomb tests, 
economic sanctions, derogatory 
tweets and vivid memories of 
wartime suffering—are daily 
reminders that peace among 
nations is always precarious. 
Legacies of conflict, left 
unresolved, only beget more wars.

Almost forgotten in the 
current focus on North Korea 
is another ongoing story of 
unresolved conflict—namely, 
between Korea and its neighbor 
to the east, Japan. In 1910, Japan 
formally annexed Korea, and for 
the following 35 years treated 
it as a conquered territory. In 
Korean memory, that period of 
occupation—particularly the 
atrocities committed by the 
Japanese against mothers and 
daughters forced to work as 
“comfort women”—continues to 
fester, even a century later.

In the face of these persistent 
political tensions, a small group of 
Anabaptist-Mennonite Christians 
in the region are lighting candles 
of hope. 

In 2003, Kaz Enomoto, 
a Japanese Mennonite then 
studying at Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary in Elkhart, 
Ind., came to recognize more 
fully the deep animosity that 
many Koreans still have toward 
Japan and the Japanese people. 
Three years later, at a Mennonite 
mission consultation in Macau, 
Enomoto was moved to publicly 

The search for peace in Korea

ask his Korean brothers and sisters 
for forgiveness. “If Christians 
cannot live in peace within the 
body, then faith becomes only a 
personal matter and has no power 
to transform the world,” he said. 

Hearing these words, Kyong-
Jung Kim, who was then working 
with the Korea Anabaptist 
Center, acknowledged that both 
sides were carrying burdens from 
their parents’ generation. At the 

and encouraging legislators to 
pursue a peaceful resolution to the 
current crisis. 

In a similar spirit, the small 
Mennonite church in South 
Korea has initiated an Anabaptist 
Peace Exchange Program with 
believers in Israel who share 
their commitment to the gospel 
of peace. Like South Korea, 
Israel is a culture prepared for 
war, with compulsory military 
service. In January, the Korean 
Mennonite Church hosted two 
Israelis for a tour that included 
opportunities for worship with 
several congregations and visits to 
the MCC Northeast Asia office 
in Chuncheon and the NoGun-ri 
Peace Park. The delegation also 
visited a conscientious objector 
who is serving a jail sentence for 
his convictions. 

In the scope of national history 
and deep cultural memories of 
conflict, shame and woundedness, 
these events are modest. Indeed, 
they barely register even in 
our church news. But they are 
evidence of “rhizomic” growth, 
small points of unpredictable 
connections that nurture a living 
and vibrant witness within the 
global Anabaptist-Mennonite 
church. 

And, in the providence of 
God, they point to the promise of 
a more peaceful world.

Rising tensions 
in the region are 
daily reminders 
that peace among 
nations is always 
precarious.

gathering he embraced Enomoto 
and offered forgiveness. 

Soon thereafter, a group 
from the Tokyo Mennonite 
congregation visited Korea, 
where they spent time visiting 
museums that told the history of 
the Japanese occupation. They 
also fellowshiped and worshiped 
with members of Jesus Village 
Church. Over the past decade, 
more exchanges have taken 
place, including several youth 
delegations. 

These efforts, however small, 
have found echoes in other 
creative initiatives. In recent years, 
for example, Hyun Hur and Sue 
Park-Hur have worked tirelessly 
for the cause of peace through 
the ReconciliAsian Peace Center, 
building a network of personal 
relationships in North Korea, 
calling on the church for prayer, 

John D. Roth is 
professor of history 
at Goshen (Ind.) 
College, director 
of the Institute for 
the Study of Global 
Anabaptism and 
editor of Mennonite 
Quarterly Review.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Fear of the Other 
prevents us from 
loving across 
borders.

Gordon Houser,
Editor of The Mennonite

Story makes us more alive,  
more human, more courageous, 
more loving.

—Madeleine L’Engle

STORIES SHAPE US. These 
include stories we learn in our 
families, in our education, in our 
churches. The stories in the Bible 
shape us—if we let them.

The Mennonite brings you 
stories of people seeking to follow 
Jesus in a world where many are 
not letting the story of Jesus shape 
them.

In this issue you’ll find stories 
of Mennonite “dreamers”—
undocumented people brought to 
the United States as children—
who are courageously seeking to 
better their lives and the lives of 
those around them.

You’ll also find stories of 
Mennonite congregations who are 
offering sanctuary to people in 
danger of being deported by ICE 
(U.S. Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement).

Such stories incarnate (enflesh) 
people who are usually given 

labels by an administration that 
seeks to instill fear in U.S. citizens 
about “criminal” immigrants or 
gangs. Such labels use a broad 
stroke to paint all undocumented 
people in a negative light.

Fear of the Other prevents 
us from loving across borders. 
But when we get to know people 

and learn their stories, that fear 
dissipates. We realize they are 
people like us—complex, with 
similar desires to be with our 
loved ones and earn a living in a 
safe environment.

When this happens, we get 
beyond statistics, important as 
they can be. This is how we want 
to be known as well. We don’t 
want to be labeled and treated as a 
mere category but as a person.

As a new Christian in high 
school, without Christian friends, 
I read the Gospels to learn what I 
could. The power of those stories 
came through, even though my 
understanding of the faith was 
minimal. The figure of Jesus and 
the kind of person he was came 
through. 

Because of that, I knew my 
behavior had to change. My racist 
language, for example, had to 
end. I needed to treat others with 
kindness and be less self-serving. 

That story of Jesus, and the 
stories of God’s people through 
the ages, shape all of us. And 
those stories give us courage 
to live in more loving ways. 
They help us cross borders—be 
they national, cultural, social, 
economic—without fear, knowing 
that God’s love casts out fear.

Let us listen and love.

The power of stories


