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Letters
This publication welcomes your letters, 
either about our content or about 
issues facing Mennonite Church USA. 
Please keep your letter brief—one 
or two paragraphs—and about one 
subject only. We reserve the right to 
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Endangered plant species
In Ronald Wyse’s otherwise excellent 
perspective (Opinion, May), the 
number of flowering plant species is 
stated as 268. Although estimates vary 
considerably, one recent estimate is 
352,000 species, many of which are 
endangered. I urge us to take Wyse’s 
warnings seriously, if not for our well-
being then for the well-being of future 
generations.

—Carl S. Keener, State College, Pa.

The digital desert
“The Digital Desert” (April) seems to 
me overstated; at least I would prefer 
a discussion with more balance. 
Email has enabled me to develop 
good contact with distant family 
members and friends, a gift I cherish. 
Apparently the author also cherishes 
the electronic wonders that surround 
us. He writes: “My wife and I use 
Google Hangouts once a week to call 
our son, who is away at college.…We 
pray with him at the end of every call, 
but we don’t dare assume our virtual 
connection is enough to deepen our 
relationship with him.” By the end of 
that same paragraph he declares that 
“this approach has deepened our 
relationship.” The technology can be 
put to wise use, as he is doing.

Railing against new technologies is 
an old exercise; there must have been 
outcries against the easy mobility that 

came with the automobile and the 
telephone’s impact on our ability to 
hear each other over distances and say 
more than necessary.

I agree that watching a church service 
on television isn’t the whole package. 
Sometimes I feel that the rich, extended 
conversations that go on after our 
worship service are an extension of 
that worship and strong face-to-face 
evidence of our love for each other.

—Thomas Lehman, Chapel Hill, N.C.

We have a gun problem
“Everence, Mennonite Education 
Agency Join Call to Address Gun 
Violence” (News Briefs, May) behooves 
me to write from here in Florida, where 
the terrible killing of students occurred 
near us in Parkland.

Civilized people around the world open 
their daily newspapers and read about 
a teenager in America who bought a 
semiautomatic weapon in a gun shop 
and proceeded to wipe out 17 of his 
peers in a high school in Florida. They 
ask, How can this happen in a civilized 
nation?

I lived most of my life in northwestern 
Ohio. Year after year I read the statistics 
about gun deaths in Detroit. Almost 
without fail, the annual average of 
homicides in that city exceeded 400, 
while just across the Detroit River in 
Windsor, Ontario, not once in a 30-year 
period were there ever 10 homicides. 
How do we explain this?

I also spent 15 years in three stints 
teaching English in Japanese high 
schools and universities. Not in their 
worst nightmare would a Japanese 
student dream about being gunned 
down in school. Not even police officers 
carry guns in Japan. Why worry?

Wake up, Congress. We have a gun 
problem in America.

—Carl D. Liechty, Lakeland, Fla.

Rethinking Mennonites’ 
approach to Israel and 
Palestine
I am an American Palestinian 
Mennonite whose father’s family 
became refugees in 1948. I’m struggling 

4
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with [Lisa Schirch’s] article because I 
don’t feel like it gives adequate space 
to my family’s story. I do genuinely 
believe that you are trying to maintain 
a balanced view of the conflict. 
However, I’m not sure how you would 
have me advocate for a peaceful and 
just solution to the current situation 
and at the same time be true to my 
personal narrative. 

If I tell the story of my family’s 
dispossession from their home 
in Lydda by Jewish militias, am I 
encouraging anti-Semitism? If I 
speak out against killing unarmed 
protesters and jailing children, am I 
fomenting anti-Semitism? For me, the 
disheartening aspect of your article is 
that it plays into my constant fear of 
being labeled an anti-Semite because 
I desire justice and human rights for 
my people. This is a very real concern 
for me, even within the Mennonite 
church. 

While I will acknowledge that the 
leadership of Mennonite Church 
USA is very sympathetic to the 
Palestinians, the rank and file of our 
congregations is much less so. Just as 
you are concerned with the tone of 
some activists within the Mennonite 
denomination, I’m also concerned 
that shrouding Palestinian advocacy 
under the constant suspicion of anti-
Semitism is not fair. 

—Michael George, www.themennonite.org

The state of Israel
As most civilized people, I cannot 
appreciate the manner in which 
Donald Trump exercises the power 
of his current office. However, I 
respect that sometimes extremes 
are necessary to avoid an eventual 
revolution when a large bureaucracy, 
like the the U.S. government, is stuck 
in a morass, as seems to be the current 
situation.

I have traveled to the Middle East 
regularly throughout my business 
career over the last 45 years. In the 
euphoria of democracy winning over 
totalitarianism in World War II, Israel 
became a state. The Jewish vote and 
influence in the United States also 
played a role. The Arab countries were 
still in their more primitive “tribal” 

state. This situation is mainly at the 
core of all the trouble happening in 
that part of the world.

I think the U.S. recognition of 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel is a 
step in the right direction and long 
overdue. However, this recognition did 
not go far enough. Jerusalem is also 
considered the capital for Christianity 
and Islam. No one would argue that 
the Jewish people have done an 
outstanding job of administering their 
country since its inception. Along with 
the acknowledgment that Jerusalem 
is the capital, the West should also 
insist on two additional changes: (1) 
Israel should be managed as a true 
democracy with full equal rights to all 
people living there. (2) Israel should be 
called “the State of Israel” and not the 
“the Jewish State of Israel.”

With some obligatory saber rattling, 
the Arab countries would eventually 
accept these changes, and a large 
excuse for the current violence in the 
Middle East would be off the table.

The current recognition of Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel has more to do with 
Trump supporters in the evangelical 
Christian South than anything else. 
These “Southerners” are more “Jewish” 
than Jews. There is also plenty of 
Trump support in the Midwest, where 
many Mennonites live and who would 
be on board with the idea of raising 
up the importance of Jerusalem (thus 
fulfilling biblical prophecy).

—Richard Penner, Calgary, Alberta

Discipleship has been a priority for Anabapists since their beginning. And Jesus 
spoke of counting the cost of following him (Luke 14:28). Writers in this issue 
reflect on what it means to face the costs of following Jesus.

Esther Mbombo wa Tshipongo (page 10) lived a life of faithfulness in the Congo. 
Her story comes from the Bearing Witness Project. Erica Littlewolf (page 14) 
laments how Northern Cheyenne Mennonite women are ignored. Cyneatha 
Millsaps (page 17) draws from her own experience to ask if we’re really willing to 
pay the cost of discipleship. David Brazil (page 20) writes about how those in the 
antifa movement exemplify costly nonviolence. Tommy Airey (page 24) reflects 
on the book The Upside-Down Kingdom 40 years later and calls for practicing 
confession.—Editor

IN THIS ISSUE

READERS’ POLL

Look for the next 
poll question on The 

Mennonite’s Facebook 
and Twitter pages.

56%  
Caring for self and neighbor

20% 
Engaging peace and justice

11% 
Evangelism/witness

2% 
Bible study

11% 
Other (write-ins)

What is 
discipleship 

to you?
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NE WS BRIEFS

‘Evangelization Through 
Literacy’ program touches 
hundreds in Congo
Education in Congo has been 
disrupted over the years by recurrent 
conflict and government instability. 
Schools are scarce in some areas, and 
teachers are paid irregularly. The main 
impediments, however, are poverty 
and the low status of women. When 
large families have trouble scraping 
together school fees, girls are usually 
the first to be kept at home.

A year ago, the women leaders of the 
Mennonite, Mennonite Brethren and 
Evangelical Mennonite churches of 

News Briefs Congo launched a program called 
“Evangelization Through Literacy,” 
aimed at developing the capacities of 
their own members and bringing new 
people into the church.

The program has trained about 100 
adult-literacy educators in the cities of 
Kinshasa and Kikwit. They, in turn, are 
teaching more than 1,000 students—
women and men—in the greater 
Kinshasa and Bandundu provinces, 
working entirely as volunteers. A third 
teacher-training workshop was held 
in April in Mbuji Mayi in Eastern Kasai 
Province.

The “Evangelization Through Literacy” 
project uses a simple but rigorous 
instruction method in the principal 
regional languages, emphasizing 
repetition and affirmation and 
incorporating brief Scripture lessons. 
Most classes are held in churches.

—Nancy Myers and Charlie Malembe

U.K. Anabaptist Theology 
Forum explores legacy of 
Alan Kreider
Participants at the Anabaptist 
Theology Forum applauded when 
former Mennonite Mission Network 
worker Eleanor Kreider walked into 
the conference room in Barnes Close 
near Birmingham, England. Some 
considered her a spiritual mentor or 
friend, while others had never met her 
but had been influenced in some way 
by the years Kreider and her husband, 
Alan, had lived in the United Kingdom.

The forum, held April 11-12 and 
organized by the Anabaptist Network 
U.K., brought together nearly three 
dozen Anabaptist-minded people from 
across England and Scotland, including 
Mennonites from the United States 
who are living in the United Kingdom.

The theme, “Exploring the Legacy 
of Alan Kreider,” honored the former 
worker for Mission Network who died 
in May 2017, having left a spiritually 
rich mark on the United Kingdom 
that included fellowship groups, 
the London Mennonite Centre, 
Wood Green Mennonite Church, the 
Anabaptist Network U.K. and the 
development of the theology forum 
and subsequent Centre for Anabaptist 
Studies based at Bristol (U.K.) Baptist 
College.

The Kreiders first moved to London in 
1965 for academic research and began 
their mission work, giving leadership 
to the London Mennonite Centre, 
together, in 1974. After more than a 
quarter century introducing people 
in the United Kingdom to the values 
of Anabaptism through teaching, 
relationships and advocacy, they 
returned to the United States in 2000.

—Eastern Mennonite Missions

Resonate committee 
members visit diverse 
congregations as part of 
hymnal project
Bradley Kauffman, Katie Graber and 
Darryl Neustaedter Barg have traveled 
thousands of miles since last June just 
to listen.

Houston Mennonite Church celebrates new building
On May 12, Houston Mennonite Church celebrated the opening of its new 
church building, and more than 120 people came. The above artwork by 
Betony Coins, called “Twelve,” was commissioned for the new building. The 
name comes from the 12 Scriptures the church chose in 2013 as anchors, 
tiebreakers and direction.—Gordon Houser
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NE WS BRIEFS

The members of the Resonate team 
have visited nine congregations in five 
locations as they work with their 10 
colleagues to curate and edit a new 
suite of worship and music materials 
to be published by MennoMedia in 
cooperation with Mennonite Church 
Canada and Mennonite Church USA.

An $18,000 Vital Worship Grant 
from the Calvin Institute of Christian 
Worship paid expenses for the three to 
travel to visit Mennonite churches in 
Texas, Montana, Florida and California 
in the United States and Vancouver, 
British Columbia. Another trip is 
planned to Philadelphia.

They’ve been able to observe and 
listen to how congregations with 
varied linguistic, racial and cultural 
backgrounds sing and worship 
together, said Graber. They’ve visited 
worship services held in eight different 
languages, including Spanish, 
Korean and Lingala. In Los Angeles, 
they heard six languages in just two 
congregations.

—MennoMedia

Community-focused 
nursing gives students 
insight into issues affecting 
society and health
Most of the time, hands-on 
experiences for nursing students mean 
spending time in the different units of 
hospitals learning how to treat patients 
who are ill or recovering from a variety 
of ailments and procedures. 

For Hesston (Kan.) College nursing 
students, hands-on experiences also 
break out of the confines of a medical 
facility and into the community, giving 
students opportunities to work with 
populations and issues they may not 
otherwise encounter.

In their final semester, Hesston 
College senior nursing students take 
Population-based Nursing, a course 
that gives them opportunities to 
look at a population’s environment, 
socioeconomics, health practices 
and other factors that contribute to 
overall health and well-being. The 
students are able to go hands-on 
within the population to address needs 

Supporting uprooted people around the world
Merveille Cilanda, 4, feeds her sister Rose Muadi, 1, as Naomie Mbuyi, 4, eats 
beans distributed by Communauté Evangélique Mennonite (CEM: Evangelical 
Mennonite Church in Congo), a Mennonite Central Committee partner in the 
Kabwela area of the Democratic Republic of the Congo. These children are 
displaced by violence in the Kasai region of DR Congo.—MCC

and concerns they discover through 
observations and determinations to 
help improve quality of life.

—Hesston College

Bluffton faculty/staff 
discuss education, peace 
and the universe 
During the spring semester, more 
than 20 Bluffton (Ohio) University 
faculty and staff members gathered 
weekly to discuss the importance of a 
peaceable vision of education in and 
beyond Mennonite schools, colleges 
and universities the book Education 
with the Grain of the Universe, edited by 
J. Denny Weaver, professor emeritus of 
religion. 

Faculty and staff held weekly 
conversations to find new ways to 
implement peace into education 
throughout the campus community. 

Education with the Grain of the Universe 
is the 11th volume of work published 
in Bluffton University’s C. Henry Smith 
Series. The book offers a collection of 
essays stemming from a conference in 

fall 2015 titled “Mennonite Education: 
Past, Present and Future” and held 
at Bluffton University. Many of the 
chapters are from current and former 
Bluffton faculty members and alumni.  

“The primary argument of the book 
is laid out in the first chapter with 
the story of Jesus,” said Gerald Mast, 
professor of communication. “It claims 
that in the life, death, teaching and 
resurrection of Christ we find a manner 
of existence, particularly a love for 
enemies and living with vulnerability, 
which is reflected in the way the 
universe works.”

“These discussions have really 
expanded my thought process about 
how intentional I am about bringing 
dialogue about spirituality, our 
university’s Mennonite heritage and 
our sense of service, community and 
respect into play in the classroom,” 
said Sherri Winegardner, director and 
associate professor of nursing.

—Bluffton University

Read longer versions of 
these and other articles at 
themennonite.org.
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MISCELLANY

More than 570
members of the National Academy 
of Sciences published a statement 

on April 23 decrying the Trump 
Administration’s “denigration of 

scientific expertise and harassment 
of scientists,” particularly in the case 

of climate change.

—The New Yorker

Miscellany
COMPILED BY  

GORDON HOUSER

Rank of Disneyland among the 
happiest places on earth,  
according to Disneyland: 

1
Percentage of Disneyland employees 

who worry about being evicted  
from their homes:

56
—Harper’s

36
number of known 

supercentenarians— 
those aged 110 or older— 

worldwide

18
number of these supercentenarians 

who are Japanese

—The Week

To be white, male and 
suspected of a serious crime is, 
in the eyes of police and much 
of the media, to still be a full 
individual entitled to respect 
and dignity. To be black (or to 
be Muslim or undocumented) 
is to lose that nuance, even if 
you’re the victim.

—Jamelle Bouie in Slate

Christians in Jerusalem’s 
Old City ‘under threat’
Christians in Jerusalem’s Old City say 
their presence at the geographical 
heart of their faith is under threat from 
intimidation and aggressive property 
acquisition by hardline Jewish settlers. 
According to church leaders, priests 
are being verbally abused and spat at, 
and property vandalised. The churches 
say they are facing onslaught on 
three fronts: a war of attrition waged 
by hardline settlers; unprecedented 
tax demands by Jerusalem city 
council; and a proposal to allow the 
expropriation of church land sold to 
private developers.

 —Religion News Service

Air pollution linked to 
delinquent behavior
Research from the University of 
Southern California reports that 
juveniles chronically exposed to 
a type of particulate matter in 
polluted air are more likely to engage 
in delinquent behavior. A team 
measured the concentration of PM2.5, 
extremely fine particles produced 
by everything from motor vehicles 
to wood-burning fires, near the 
homes of 682 youngsters in Greater 
Los Angeles. The kids were followed 
from age 9 to 18, and their parents 
recorded whether they had engaged 
in 13 types of rule-breaking, including 
truancy, vandalism and substance 
use. Those exposed to higher levels of 
PM2.5 were significantly more likely 
than their counterparts to engage in 
those behaviors.

—Pacific Standard

Canadians spurn U.S.
According to a new poll, more 
than half of Canadians now hold 
an unfavorable view of the United 
States—the first time that’s happened 
since pollsters began charting the 
relationship some 40 years ago. 
Canada was “overwhelmingly positive” 
about America until November 2016, 
when Donald Trump was elected 
president, writes Doug Saunders in 
The Globe and Mail. 

 —The Week
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CONGREGATIONAL SNAPSHOT

1

Berlin Mennonite 
Church

1. Kendrick Wilson is baptized by pastors Myron Weaver 
and Jeff Hochstetler (assisting) while parents Jon and 
Lynn Wilson look on. Photo by Paul Miller

2. The church's original lectern and a new cornerstone 
commemorate the church's centennial.  
Photo by Jeff Hochstetler

3. Berlin Mennonite Church workers with Mennonite 
Disaster Service staff and other volunteers in La Grange, 
Texas. Photo by Susan Slagle

4. The church celebrated its centennial making  a church 
timeline and 100 comforters for Mennonite Central 
Committee and releasing a history book and an updated 
cookbook. Photo by Jeff Hochstetler

Berlin, Ohio

2 3

4
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A women’s choir in the Sangilayi 
congregation in Congo.  

Photo by James Krabill
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BY  JEAN FÉLIX CHIMBAL ANGA

A STRONG  
AND GENEROUS 
WOMAN
‘I’ll spend the night in front of the door’

E sther Mbombo wa 
Tshipongo was a strong 
and generous woman 

whose dedication to the 
church sometimes made her an 
object of criticism and conflict. 
Someone who knew her says, 
“Her only response was to 
suppress her tears and devote 
herself to reconciliation, even if 
she wasn’t at fault.”

Many people remember 
Esther, who died in 2006 at 
the age of 70, because she was 
an influential figure in both 
the Communauté Evangélique 

Mennonite (CEM) and the 
ecumenical group Church of 
Christ in Congo (ECC).

She was brought up in a 
Presbyterian family in East Kasai 
and married Pierre Tshiamala. 
Shortly after their marriage, they 
moved to Bujumbura, Burundi, 
where the first five of their nine 
children were born. They left 
Bujumbura in 1962 and moved 
back to Mbuji Mayi in the newly 
independent Congo.

In Mbuji Mayi, Esther 
continued to attend a Presbyterian 
church until 1967, when the 
couple bought their own property. 

It happened to be near the first 
congregation, Sangilayi, of what is 
now CEM.

Esther was intrigued by two 
things about the CEM. First, 
she had enrolled her children in 
the CEM secondary school and 
liked the daily worship services 
at the school. Second, she valued 
the Bible teachings of Pastor 
Mathieu Kazadi at the Sangilayi 
congregation, which she attended 
sometimes because her former 
church was far from her new 
home.

She decided to become a 
member of Sangilayi and be 
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baptized according to Anabaptist 
practice. Esther was baptized, 
along with those of her children 
who had attained the age of 
reason, and she became an active 
member of the congregation. 
Esther joined the choir and 
amazed people not only with her 
singing but with the generosity of 
her service.

Her personal circumstances 
were difficult, but she took on 
responsibility for welcoming 
new people in church, often by 
presenting them with a chicken 
she provided. The church 
leaders gave her responsibility 
for congregational protocol. For 
several years, Esther welcomed 
and seated people, cleaned the 
church and took care of children 
during services.

Several years later, Esther 
founded and directed a woman’s 
chorale. This choir still existed 

five years after her death. When 
she was still young, she became 
president of the women of 
Sangilayi and later of all the 
CEM women of East Kasai.

A woman of unshakable faith, 
she did her utmost to devote 
herself to the cause of women who 
came to her in time of trouble. In 
happy or sad developments, she 
was often the first to respond. 
She always made it a point to be 
present at gatherings, whether 
they were in town or far from 
town.

She was a fervent evangelist 
and advocate for Anabaptism. 
She brought many women to the 
church, including some former 
Presbyterians who recognized 
their affinity with Anabaptist 
teachings, thanks to Esther’s 
teaching. She sustained and 
encouraged the faith of her 
peers, telling them, “I exhort 
you, my children, you who have 
studied more than I, to dedicate 
yourselves to the service of the 
Lord, because it could happen, 
one never knows, that I could 
leave this place or leave this 
world.”

All this activity came at the 
price of some friction in her own 
household—with her husband, 
Pierre, his family members, and 
with other women. Because of the 
time she dedicated to the Lord’s 
service, her frequent absences 
and late arrivals at home, some 
called her stupid or unfaithful. 
But Esther never conceded. She 
always said, “God is everything 
to me.”

On one occasion, she came 
home late at night after a mission. 
Some of her group decided to 
accompany her in order to protect 
her from harassment by her 

husband. One of these women 
reports that Pierre had locked the 
door for the night and refused to 
talk to his wife or open the door 
for her. Esther kindly sent away 
her defenders, telling them, “If 
Pierre won’t open up for me, I’ll 
spend the night in front of the 
door.”

Whatever worries, criticism, 
false accusations and insults 
her husband, his family and 
others subjected her to, Esther 
stayed firm and persuasive. Her 
faith radiated throughout the 
neighborhood, in the church, 
and in her household. To justify 
her comings and goings, she told 
Pierre’s relatives, “I do everything 
that is needed for the family. I 
feed you; I educate your children. 
Beyond everything I do for the 
family, I have the duty to work for 
the Lord as well.” She eventually 
led her husband to the church.

Esther was an indefatigable 
mobilizer of women. Her 
competence in leading women led 
her to the rank of vice president 
of the women of CEM. These 
new duties again brought her 
the approval of the women 
and confirmed her as a good 
Christian.

She dedicated herself to 
evangelizing and exhorting the 
women of East Kasai, reminding 
them that she would not be 
with them forever. Esther was 
preoccupied by the quest for peace 
in the heart of CEM, as it was 
torn apart by leadership conflicts 
between Pastor Zacharie Nkumbi 
and Pastor André Ntumba. She 
tried in 1993 to reconcile the two. 
Although she was roughed up by 
partisans of the former when they 
invaded the church, Esther didn’t 
hesitate to forgive her torturers 

THE BEARING  
WITNESS PROJEC T

The Bearing Witness Project 
(martyrstories.org) enables 
Anabaptist communities 
worldwide to share their stories 
of costly discipleship in ways 
that inspire greater faithfulness 
to Jesus Christ and strengthen 
the church’s unity.

A woman of 
unshakable faith, 
she did her utmost 
to devote herself to 
the cause of women 
who came to her in 
time of trouble. 
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She was a partisan 
of nonviolence and 
never gave evil for 
evil, whether in her 
official duties or her 
married life. 

This article is excerpted from “I’ll spend the 
night in front of the door” by Jean Félix 
Chimbalanga, in The Jesus Tribe: Grace stories 
from Congo’s Mennonites, 1912-2012, edited 
by Rod Hollinger-Janzen, Nancy J. Myers 
and Jim Bertsche (Institute of Mennonite 
Studies, 2012) and is part of the Bearing 
Witness Project.

during the reconciliation 
meetings organized by CEM in 
1998 and 2006.

She was a partisan of 
nonviolence and never gave evil 
for evil, whether in her official 
duties or her married life. The 
authorities of the East Kasai 
Church of Christ in Congo 
(ECC) asked her to join and 
lead the Thousand Voices, 

an ecumenical chorale that 
brings together women from all 
Protestant groups. Her influence 
was so great that she is still 
remembered in all large church 
gatherings.

But Esther’s greatest 
contribution to the ECC was 
a lesson of justice and truth, 
which unfortunately caused her 
biological brothers and sisters to 
reject her. One of her brothers was 
in a leadership conflict with the 
then-president of the East Kasai 
ECC, which also involved the 
Presbyterian church. Because of 
this, her brothers demanded that 
she leave the Thousand Voices 
chorale. But she refused, saying, 
“If we really are Christians, we 
can never divide ourselves based 

on tribal differences.”
Esther died in 2006. Benjamin 

Mubenga, president of CEM, 
recalls how much she is still 
missed. Noticing that no food 
had been provided for participants 
in a recent denominational 
meeting, he said, “This lack of 
food makes me think of Mbombo 
wa Tshipongo, who never spared 
the effort to mobilize women to 
provide food in such a situation.”
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I cannot change the 
reality in which I was 
born and would not 
want to. 

I cannot change the reality 
in which I was born and would 
not want to. I am a Northern 
Cheyenne woman who grew 
up on the Northern Cheyenne 

in my home community and in 
the broader Native American 
community. 

Things haven’t changed. 
Recently one of my Northern 
Cheyenne grandmothers passed 
on to the spirit world. I felt deeply 
saddened. I knew going home 
wouldn’t be the same, as I would 
miss seeing her in the last pew 
on Sunday morning as I had 
missed seeing her sister when she 
transitioned years earlier. I was sad 
and angry. I wanted someone in 
the broader church to remember 
her. I wanted validation from the 
broader church that they valued 
her as a Northern Cheyenne 
Mennonite woman. And I realized 
they didn’t know what I know.

The church doesn’t know that 
this woman was a daughter of 
chiefs and holy women, she was 
the granddaughter and great-great-
granddaughter of the greatest 
leaders of the Northern Cheyenne 
people. She was a relative and 
direct descendant of survivors of 
the Fort Robinson massacre. In 
her very being she represented 
the strength of our women and 
the survival of our people. Her 
existence alone was resistance. 

She lived through generational 
trauma and showed her humanness 
through living an imperfect 
life and sharing the lessons she 
learned. She continued to laugh 
when it hurt and cried when 

I have cried for others and I 
have cried for myself. They 
have been deep-seated 

tears that come from my solar 
plexus and make the painful 
journey to my eyes, nose and 
throat. The kind of tears that 
leave me tired, headachy and 
speechless. The kind of tears 
that leave me thinking I could 
not possibly cry more, only to 
stop and begin crying again. 
They are not one-sided tears of 
sadness but a mix of sadness, 
grief, happiness, thankfulness 
and questions. The kind of tears 
that remember the past, think 
about the future and demand to 
be felt in the present. 

My recent tears have arisen 
out of reflecting on elders in 
my home church, their passing 
and my current reality in the 
church. My sadness comes in the 
patterned response I have seen 
from my birth, see now and can 
imagine happening before I was 
born and continuing well past 
my death. The tears don’t leave 
me in urgency, they do not make 
me feel like I need to change. 
Rather they remind me of the 
daily choice I have and make to 
work with Mennonite Central 
Committee (MCC) and stay 
involved in Mennonite Church 
USA. I am aware of the costs of 
my discipleship. 

The tears of a Northern Cheyenne 
woman in the Mennonite church

reservation attending the White 
River Cheyenne Mennonite 
Church. I grew up with strong 
people. I grew up knowing my 
tribal nation survived years of 
attempted genocide by the U.S. 
government. I knew we had to 
fight for our homelands, and 
even though we live on them 
we are legally only allowed “the 
right of occupancy.” We are not 
landowners. I was also keenly 
aware of the dangers to me 
specifically as an Indigenous 
woman. I knew that Native 
American women like Anna Mae 
Aquash went missing and were 
murdered especially for speaking 
out. I grew up knowing I had to 
choose between being Cheyenne 
or Mennonite. I knew the church 
didn’t think we were human 
and that our ways of being were 
assumed to be of the devil. I felt 
the conflict in my own family, 

Erica Littlewolf at the Native Nations Rise 
march on March 10, 2017, in Washington, 
D.C. She is holding the Northern Cheyenne 
Nation flag.

Photo provided
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Erica Littlewolf is 
Indigenous Visioning 
Circle Program 
coordinator for 
Mennonite Central 
Committee Central 
States.

She had a deep 
love for Mennonite 
Church USA, a 
church that never 
bothered to 
appreciate her or 
value her.

babies made their way to the spirit 
world. She knew that Christianity 
was at the root of our suffering, 
that Christianity told us we were 
inhuman and continued to oppress 
us. She was fully aware of the 
assimilation the church required 
to enter its doors. Knowing 
what she did, she still chose to 
love Jesus and express her love 
through the Mennonite tradition. 
She continually chose to expose 
her children, grandchildren and 
great-great-grandchildren to the 
Mennonite USA conventions and 
chose to miss our annual Chiefs 
Homecoming powwow every year 
that convention dates coincided 
with it. She chose to see Jesus 
through the ugliness of the church. 
She chose to be in church, tithe 
to the church and give of herself 
to help translate the Bible into the 
Cheyenne language. 

She had a deep love for 
Mennonite Church USA, a church 
that never bothered to appreciate 
her or value her, a church that 
didn’t bother to learn her history, 
see her greatness or even know 

she lived, let alone passed on to 
the spirit world. She loved the 
Mennonite faith so much she 
risked relationships with her tribe. 
She loved a broader church that 
never bothered to see her. She 
dared to be a Cheyenne woman 
and a Mennonite.

I am not immune to 
the violence being done to 
Indigenous women globally, and 
I am not immune to the violence 
perpetuated by the church. I know 
that all the work I have done with 
MCC and the Mennonite church 
will one day be forgotten or taken 
out of context at best. I imagine 
no one will cry when I pass on 

except my home community of 
Busby, Mont., and my Northern 
Cheyenne relatives. I imagine 
the church may not even notice 
my passing because I am in a 
church made up of predominantly 
European Mennonites that carry 
names and relationships I don’t 
have. I’m aware that the church 
will not bury me and will not 
know what to send my family 
as they never took the time to 
ask while I was alive. I am no 
exception to the pattern. 

It is my daily truth to know 
the price I pay in the world and 
the church. I am not asking for 
recognition or to be elevated. 
I am not asking for anything. 
I am living out my call as a 
Northern Cheyenne woman in the 
Mennonite church, a church I care 
deeply about. I am following in the 
footsteps of the Cheyenne women 
who also cared deeply about the 
church and from whom I draw 
strength. They did not assimilate, 
and neither will I, as we both 
believe Jesus did not ask that of us 
when he speaks of “taking up our 
cross.”

This is dedicated to all the 
people of color and marginalized 
voices who “take up their cross” 
just by being themselves and being 
born into social realities in which 
they had no control yet continue 
to take up an “additional cross” 
by doing the necessary work 
within Mennonite Church USA, 
knowing they may never be heard 
or remembered. These are my 
heroes.

Erica Littlewolf as a baby with her sister and her paternal grandmother. Photo provided
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Part of our problem is that 
we often only look at Scriptures 
in a theological or scholarly way, 
not understanding we must make 
them applicable to our daily 
lives. These stories are about real 
people walking the same paths 
we are walking. Many of us 
have decided we are required to 
apply Scriptures to our daily lives 
and thus have chosen to live in 
communities and families separate 
from the rest of the world. Others 
of us have resources that allow us 
to carefully avoid these Scriptures 
by creating communities 
segregated by race and economics. 
This is another way we tell 

he cost of discipleship 
is relative, and those of 
us living with privilege 

and power are not willing to 
fully pay the price. If we are 
honest with ourselves, we 
cannot and will not give up our 
lifestyles to follow Jesus. Those 
of us without much material 
wealth are not willing to give up 
family and loved ones to follow 
Jesus. We deceive ourselves into 
believing we are good followers 
of Christ. But we simply have 
not been pushed hard enough, 
we have not been tested. And 
most of us who have been 
tested come up short.

T

I HAVE  
MY LIMITS

BY  C YNEATHA MILLSAPS

Are we really 
willing to pay 
the cost of 
discipleship?

Cyneatha Millsaps in Zimbabwe

Photo provided
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We often don’t 
realize how much 
we are willing to 
pay until the bill 
comes due. 

ourselves we are paying a cost 
as disciples of Jesus. Even if we 
are paying a cost, we have a low 
threshold.

We often don’t realize how 
much we are willing to pay until 
the bill comes due. I have long 
considered myself a disciple of 
Christ. I have been a pastor for 
more than 11 years, and before 
that I was a youth and community 
leader for 15 years. I lived my 
life as a Christian. But in 2008, 
my entire life and Christian faith 
were challenged. I got word that 
some young people from our 
community had attempted a bank 
robbery, and one of the young 
men was killed. As a community 
leader, I went right to work to 
contact the family of the young 
man who was killed and assist 
them with their medical, legal and 
spiritual needs. Within a couple 
of days, I had learned that my son 
was involved in the attempted 
bank robbery. Everything 
changed; my attention turned to 
my own son and trying to figure 
out what he knew and/or had 
done. By the following day, U.S. 
marshals had come to my home 
and said they were looking for 
my son and that he was a person 
of interest in the attempted bank 
robbery. My entire world fell 
apart. 

In the coming days, all I could 
think about was how to protect 
my son. Maybe I could sneak him 
to Canada. Maybe I could confess 
to the robbery and go to jail in his 

place. Anything became possible. 
In those moments, if Jesus would 
have said, Drop everything and 
follow me, I must admit I would 
not have followed. In Matthew 
8:24, the disciple asked if he 
could first bury his father, and 
Jesus said, “Let the dead bury the 
dead.” It was clear to me I did not 
have that resolve. Everyone told 
me it wasn’t my fault, that I have 
other children to think about, 
other responsibilities. But all I 
could think about was my son.

I was blessed I was not given 
the ultimate test of my faith in 
those moments. Actually, if not 
for my faith and the community of 
faith around me, I probably would 
not have survived. But I learned 
in those dark days that the cost of 
discipleship is high and that I had 
my limits—my children.

I start with my truth because 
we don’t fully understand the 
cost Jesus is describing in Luke 
14:25-33 and Mark 8:34. Jesus 
was fully aware we would say 
we are his followers but when 
put to the test would not be able 
to stand. We say things like, “I 
follow Christ. I would give it all 
up.” But truth be told, we can only 
say that because we have not been 
put to the test. Depending on 
where you stand in this world—
socially, economically, politically, 
spiritually—these things will alter 
your ability to give it all up and 
follow Jesus. This is why the cost 
of discipleship is relative.

Everyone is worried about 
what it’s going to cost them 
personally, how they will be 
affected in the long run. For me, 
the cost of following Jesus halted 
at the care of my son, in ways I 
would have never imagined. I was 
willing to break the law myself in 
order to save my son. My mind 
was so fixated on my son that I 

could not pray or make any real 
sense of what I was praying for. 
My prayers often came out as tears 
and pleading for help. 

Jesus is talking about a 
cost that will cause you to lose 
something. You will have to 
sacrifice something. You will have 
to walk away from something or 
someone. Like the rich young 
ruler in Mark 10, many of us will 
walk away. If you don’t believe 
me, ask yourself the following 
questions and see if your answers 
are yes or no or cause a long pause.
• A young known prostitute 

comes to your church on 
Sunday morning asking for a 
room and something to eat. 
Will you take her home and let 
her stay in your extra room and 
feed her?

• An elderly man is going to be 
put into a nursing home unless 
someone can move in and 
take care of him. He is fearful 
of leaving and losing his home 
but would welcome someone 
else to move in. Will you leave 
your current living situation and 
move in to care for an elderly 
neighbor?

• A family is about to lose their 
home. They have been having 
financial difficulties since the 
mother lost her job, and now 
one income will not support the 
family, which still owes $27,000 
on their home. You have 
investment of over $250,000. 
Will you remove $27,000 and 
give it to the family in order to 
save their home and much of 
their financial burden?

• On any given day there are 
more than 400,000 children in 
foster care in the United States. 
Are you willing to take one into 
your home without pay from 
the state? Will you adopt that 
child and raise it as your own?
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Jesus is talking 
about a cost that 
will cause you to 
lose something. 

Cyneatha Millsaps is 
pastor of Community 
Mennonite Church in 
Markham, Ill.

I imgaine if you were able 
to say yes to some of these 
situations you said them with 
stipulations. You said, Yes but, 
meaning you had limits or fears 
about moving forward. These are 
costly situations, yet each requires 
a child of God to do them. 
Walking with someone deemed 
unworthy, becoming a caregiver 
to a stranger, sharing your wealth 
to stablize someone else, making 
room in your life for someone 
who has been abandoned. These 
are the things Jesus is warning us 
about. Following Jesus is a costly 

assignment, one we can’t simply 
do from our pews on Sunday 
morning. We are required to act, 
move and show a dying world that 
Christ lives.  

The cost of discipleship means 
putting aside family, finances, 
social/political status, views and 
theological ideologies in order to 
see the gospel clearly. In some 
cases, you may have to give up 
a lot in the beginning while 
working to stabilize the situation 
in other areas. Regardless of 
the process, followers of Jesus 
are open to moving toward the 
hurt, devastated, oppressed and 
marginalized in order to bring 
about a positive change. 

Everence offers credit union services that are 
federally insured by NCUA. Investments and other 
products are not NCUA or otherwise federally 
insured, may involve loss of principal and have 
no credit union guarantee. All products are not 
available in all states.

The podcast by and for young 
adults, on how money impacts 

your faith, values and daily 
lives – and how your values 

impact your financial decisions. 

Smart Living, Simple Money  
is a podcast of:

Listen now at:
smartlivingsimplemoney.com 

Or, subscribe on Apple Podcasts, 
Stitcher, Fireside and RSS feed.
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Following Jesus in the  
way of costly nonviolence

Must antifa bear 
the cross alone?

BY  DAVID BR A ZIL

Antifa activists at a mass rally 
last Aug. 27 in Berkeley, Calif., 
against white supremacy.

Photo by Associated Press
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What does it mean 
to love Jesus today, 
in our hearts and in 
the faces of those 
around us? 

T hen Jesus told his 
disciples, “If any want to 
become my followers, let 

them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.” 
—Matthew 16:24

I love Jesus. Jesus is the center 
of my life, the basis of my hope, 
the wellspring of my love, my rock 
and my redeemer. Jesus saved my 
life and my soul and continues to 
save me on a daily basis and give 
me the strength to love—myself, 
my neighbors, people who are 
challenging and, hardest of all, 
my enemies—and to pray for 
those who spitefully misuse me.

But what does it mean to love 
Jesus today, in our hearts and in 
the faces of those around us? 

congregants, she wrote back, “Our 
cross is white supremacy.”

If, like me, you are of 
European descent, and if, like 
me, you strive to be a person 
of conscience, religious or not, 
we have to reckon with our 
involvement in white supremacy, 
our complicity in its violence and 
the perks we obtain in this society. 
And if we come to positions 
of principled and accountable 
antiracism, we have to ask, What 
am I doing to defend individuals 
and communities of color from 
white terror, from physical assault 
by the racist state and its vigilante 
auxiliaries?

“Antifa” is shorthand for 
antifascist activists. It is associated 
with the Black Bloc protest tactic 
of dressing identically in black 
clothing and masking with a 
bandanna to protect members 
from police and vigilante reprisals. 
Antifa has been the target of 
much criticism, in secular and 
faith communities alike, based on 
the perception that they represent 
a violent fraction of irresponsible, 
ultraleft activists. The FBI added 
“antifa” to a list of domestic 
terrorist organizations following a 
2016 rally in Sacramento, Calif. 

However, there is no such 
thing as the antifa or the Black 
Bloc. Both names describe tactics 
rather than parties or political 
formations. And focus on the 
antifa obscures the fact that it is 
short for “antifascist activists.” 
And we only have to have 
antifascist activists because we 
have pro-fascist activists—both 
in the vigilante form and in our 
federal government. 

Most of us may consider 
ourselves, at least in principle, 
antifascist. But given the signs of 
the times, it’s not about having the 
right views but about what we do.

To talk about the above verse, 
let’s go back to the beginning 
of Matthew 16, where Jesus 
replies to the Pharisees and the 
Sadducees: “You know how to 
interpret the appearance of the 
sky, but you cannot interpret the 
signs of the times” (verse 3b). 
The Greek word for “times” is 
the plural form of kairos, which 
describes the decisive moment, 
the occasion, the fleeting 
opportunity.

We are in such a decisive 
moment now. A pitiless and 
cruel Pharaoh, restrained by 
no identifiable morality or even 
reasonableness, brought into 
power through manipulation 
of the worst impulses of 
xenophobia and white supremacy, 
is emboldening violent racist 
and fascist vigilantes and 
paramilitaries to openly profess 
hate, to intimidate and assault 
people of color and to proclaim 
their sick dream of a white 
ethnostate. 

Public hate speech and calls 
for violence against activists 
and communities of color have 
reached a level that staggers the 
imagination. And our immigrant 
neighbors are subject to 
increasingly punitive laws. 

I co-pastor a house church 
in Oakland, Calif., called the 
Agape Fellowship, a congregation 
of mostly millennials, and a fair 
amount of pastoral care happens 
via texting. When I shared the 
above verse with one of my 
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Following Jesus is my only wish. 
Where else would I go? I say with 
Peter, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life.”

When I think of what it means 
to follow Christ, my thought 
returns to one of my theological 
touchstones, Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s 
book The Cost of Discipleship. 
Bonhoeffer was one of the earliest 
and most vocal critics of the Nazi 
regime and was murdered by that 
regime just weeks before the end 
of the European war. He can 
help us refine what it means to 
follow Jesus. In German, The Cost 
of Discipleship is called Nachfolge 
(Following After). 

In that book Bonhoeffer unfolds 
his famous distinction between 
cheap grace and costly grace. As he 
saw it, the comfortable Christian 
church of his time had adopted 
“cheap grace,” grace without 
discipleship, without the cross, 
without Jesus Christ. I describe 
it as the idea that we can just put 
our feet up and sip on our mai tai 
because God’s got it covered.

Bonhoeffer goes on to say that 
“costly grace confronts us as a 
gracious call to follow Jesus.” It is 
saturated with Christ’s grace, but 
we must take the first step and 
deny ourselves.

As those who benefit from 
the sin of white supremacy and 
racialized capitalism, how are we 
denying ourselves? Jesus said, “No 
one has greater love than this, 
to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends” (John 15:13). That’s what 
Jesus did for all of us. And that is 
what antifascist activists are doing. 

This nation is built on a white 
violence that keeps racialized 
others in line. It began with the 
Native American genocide and the 
Atlantic slave trade and continued 
through the reservation system and 
Jim Crow, and it is present today 
in the prison-industrial complex, 

which disproportionately targets 
black and brown communities for 
incarceration, and in the police 
apparatus that murders people of 
color without consequence. 

The core privilege of white 
supremacy is getting to ignore 
racialized violence. We can 
go home, turn off the TV and 
not worry every time our kids 
leave the house that they will be 
murdered by the police because of 
the color of their skin.

I can’t not get involved. I can’t 
not speak out. As a Christian, 
as a human being, I have to 
recognize the many elements 
of my privilege. I have to deny 
myself, find the core of sacrificial 
agape that allows me to love my 
neighbor as myself. 

What does this have to do with 
the antifa? From what I can tell, 
antifascist activists are responding 
to this call to deny oneself, and 
to lay down their lives for their 
friends and even for strangers, on 
the basis of antiracist solidarity. 

These people’s bravery inspires 
me. Christians have a lot to learn 
about our call to follow Jesus.

When we take up our cross, it 
is always our cross, the one that’s 
just for us, our life, our moment in 
history. I know my cross is white 
supremacy. 

I also know the cross in 
Jesus’ day was punishment for 
insurrectionists and those who 
challenged the empire. It was for 
slaves who incited rebellions, for 
those who challenged the status 
quo.

I have come to believe that, 
contrary to the atonement 

theologies that say Christ had 
to die on the cross to placate the 
angry Father, the real work of the 
cross was Christ meeting human 
hostility to God with divine 
love, a love that goes all the way 
to death in solidarity with the 
human race and its suffering. God 
is love, and Christ “broke down 
the dividing wall of hostility” and 
gave us the power to meet human 
hate, appearing now in the form 
of structural racism and white 
supremacy, and repay it with love.

But it’s not cheap. It was not 
cheap for Christ, and it cannot 
be cheap for us. Paul says, “You 
were bought with a price” (1 
Corinthians 6:20).

The news has been dominated 
by images of scuffles in Berkeley, 
Calif., and the local and national 
conversation has focused on “the 
problem of antifa” rather than the 
thousands of people in the street 
alongside them, let alone the 
white nationalists whose invasion 
of our communities occasioned 
the mobilization in the first 
place. In the faith community, 
there’s been a lot of conversation 
about nonviolence and calls 
for a distinction from militant 
community defenders. 

I know about Mennonites’ 
centuries of commitment to 
pacifism, and I have wrestled 
for many years with the conflict 
between the unjust antagonisms 
in this world and the call to 
nonresistance. I have come to 
feel that many in the Christian 
community, especially white 
folks, are under the spell of a 
cheap nonviolence, when what 
is really called for by the signs of 
the times is a costly nonviolence, 
the nonviolence of the cross, 
which endures imperial violence 
in sacrificial love, unto death, to 
break down the dividing wall of 
hostility.

The core privilege 
of white supremacy 
is getting to ignore 
racialized violence. 
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If we are antiracist, we should 
listen to the voices of communities 
of color. Many African-American 
clergy walked with us in Berkeley, 
and their public statements as 
well as our conversations after 
the march largely square with the 
witness of Cornel West, who said 
about his experience with fellow 
clergy in Charlottesville, Va., 
“We would have been crushed 
like cockroaches if it were not for 
the anarchists and the antifascists 
who approached, [who] saved our 
lives, actually. We would have 
been completely crushed, and I’ll 
never forget that.”

Pastor Ben McBride of 
Oakland, a powerful voice of 
black liberation in the local 
Christian community, wrote, 
“If you have a problem with 
#Antifa, I’m not listening until 
you demonstrate a bigger problem 
with the #KKK, #Nazis and 
police violence.

These voices call on white 
Christians to recognize that 
antifascists are protecting them, 
laying down their lives because 
they have chosen, out of solidarity, 
to make themselves vulnerable to 
enemy violence. So my question is, 
Must antifa bear the cross alone?

How will white folks, 
Christian or otherwise, have the 
change of heart to engage in the 
costly nonviolence that puts them 
in solidarity with communities of 
color affected by racist violence? 

Two treasures of the 
Mennonite tradition have 
inspired me. In writing of radical 
Anabaptists in Münster who were 
martyred in the spring of 1535, 
Menno Simons wrote: “After this 
had transpired, the blood of these 
people, although misled, fell so 
hot on my heart that I could not 
stand it, nor find rest in my soul. 
I reflected on my unclean, carnal 
life, also the hypocritical doctrine 

and idolatry I still practiced 
daily in appearance of godliness, 
but without relish. I saw that 
these zealous children, although 
in error, willingly gave their 
lives and their estates for their 
doctrine and faith….But I myself 
continued in my comfortable life 
and acknowledged abominations 
simply in order that I might enjoy 
physical comfort and escape the 
cross of Christ.”

I have been moved and 
inspired also by Vincent Harding’s 
call at the 1967 Mennonite World 
Conference for scholar witnesses 
to visit places of violent revolution 
around the world and learn why 
revolutionaries had arrived at their 
positions.

We will enter a different time 
in our national history when 
we as Christians stand up in 
radical discipleship to commit to 
antiracist struggle in sacrificial 
love and solidarity; when we put 
away the cheap nonviolence of 
criticism and symbolic theater to 
enter into the costly nonviolence 
that stops the machine; when we 
heed Bonhoeffer’s exhortation 
that “we are not to simply bandage 
the wounds of victims beneath the 
wheels of injustice, we are to drive 
a spoke into the wheel itself.” 

This article is excerpted from a sermon 
delivered at First Mennonite Church of 
San Francisco on Sept. 3, 2017. The full 
text may be found here: https://blog.
menno.org/2017/09/03/sermon-must-
antifa-bear-the-cross-alone/

David Brazil 
coordinates the Faith 
Alliance for a Moral 
Economy in the Bay 
Area of northern 
California and co-
pastors the Agape 
Fellowship Christian-
interfaith church in 
north Oakland. 
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People hold signs at a Poor People’s Campaign 
inaugural event on May 14 in Lansing, Mich., 
where 300 attended and  35 risked arrest.

Photos by Valerie Jean
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When confession  
is queen
Revisiting The Upside-Down  
Kingdom 40 years later

BY  TOMMY AIREY

few years after 9/11, 
increasingly jaded 
by Bible-quoting war 

hawks at my white Evangelical 
church, I received from a friend 
a copy of The Upside-Down 
Kingdom (Herald Press, 1978). I 
found Donald Kraybill’s writing 
both accessible and congruent 
with what was percolating 
in my soul. This page-turner 
reanimated the Gospels for me 
with biblical scholarship that 
made more sense of who Jesus 
was and why elites plotted his 
assassination. As I read, I felt 
myself sliding down the slippery 
slope of Anabaptism.  

I was longing for an 
alternative that transcended white 
Evangelical pastor heroes and 
triangulated the priestly hierarchy 
of Catholic and Protestant 
churches. Anabaptism presented a 

low-church check on professional 
religion and a compelling primer 
on simple living, community, 
nonviolence and discipleship. 
These biblical convictions had 
serious moxie. Mixed together, 
the movement became too much 
for most, marginalizing quirky 
little clusters of radical reformers 
for five centuries. 

Contrary to what my 
Evangelical pastors were 
preaching, The Upside-Down 
Kingdom detailed a dangerous 
Jesus, calling disciples to 
confront powerful defenders 
of the status quo. As Kraybill 
writes, the kingdom of God 
of Jesus’ subversive teaching 
was “an inverted, upside-down 
way of life that challenges the 
prevailing social order.” In short, 
the kingdom was not futurized 
in heaven or spiritualized in 
the heart. It is now and it has 

A everything to do with politics and 
economics.

Kraybill traced the contours of 
the Gospels by connecting Jesus 
to the prophetic strand of the Old 
Testament. He gave historical 
context and succinctly debunked 
the downside-up “detours” of 
following a safe, comfortable Jesus 
of conventional wisdom. A decade 
after the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and a few years 
after Watergate and the end of the 
Vietnam War, Kraybill displayed 
a discipleship of downward 
mobility for white Americans of 
the dominant culture. 

This year, Herald Press 
is marking 40 years of The 
Upside-Down Kingdom with an 
anniversary edition. New features 
include a forward from Lisa 
Sharon Harper and discussion 
questions by D.L. and Kristin 
Mayfield. I was pleased to see that 
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Kraybill gave some attention in 
the footnotes to recent scholarship 
from James Cone, William 
Herzog, Richard Horsley, 
Maegan Parker Brooks, Ched 
Myers, Drew Hart, Sharon Ringe, 
Willie Jennings and Walter Wink.

As I revisited Kraybill’s classic, 
though, I found myself yearning 
for a paradigm shift instead 
of the tweaks he offered in his 
updated version. Something more 
confessional is needed, something 
more costly. The year before 
Kraybill published his book in the 
late 1970s, Audre Lorde flipped 
objectivity upside-down in her 
essay “Poetry Is Not a Luxury.” 
The most radical and daring of 
ideas, Lorde proposed, come from 
the exploration of our deepest 
feelings, born from rugged 
experience—just like Jesus, 
who learned obedience through 
suffering (Hebrews 5:8). 

Lorde wrote to a black female 
audience, beckoning them to 
reject the idolatry of white male 
logic and objectivity and embrace 
what she called “the ancient, non-
european consciousness.” I, too, 
need this message. I have been 
trained to repress emotion and 
divorce personal experience from 

steer the ship. A downside-up 
dilemma.

In his preface to the 
anniversary edition, Kraybill 
locates himself as a wealthy “white 
man who has had professional jobs 
and as a citizen of a superpower 
nation” and reminds readers that 
the old Gospel stories will be 
digested differently by refugees, 
the houseless, prisoners and those 
without access to basic needs. 
Unfortunately, Kraybill stops 
there, explaining why he resists 
suggesting specific ways to live 
an upside-down kingdom life—
issues and events quickly become 
dated, the need for each individual 
believer to discern God’s Spirit 
and the diversity of every reader’s 
context, cultural setting and/or 
circumstance. 

What if, instead, theology 
was not caged by a quest for 
objectivity but given free range 
through personal inventory? 
Confession would be queen, 
sidelining the safe, academic 

unleash the theologian to embrace 
the specific, honest, messy, 
vulnerable unveiling of who she 
really is. It would also prod the 
theologian to boldly describe the 
present context as it really is. 

The press release announcing 
the 40th anniversary edition 
claims that The Upside-Down 
Kingdom “has become the most 
trusted resource on radical 
discipleship.” The word “radical” 
comes from the Latin for “root.” 
Indeed, the costly practice of 
confession challenges disciples to 
name the root causes of poverty 
and violence and our complicity 
with them—what black critical 
theorist bell hooks succinctly 
clarifies as “imperialist white 
supremacist capitalist patriarchy.”

These intersecting roots must 
be dug up and displayed because 
it is these that have created the 
vicious world we inhabit by 
design: epidemics of incarceration 
and deportation, foreclosures 
and evictions, joblessness and 

Unfortunately, correct information rarely 
leads to compelling transformation because 
deep fears, unresolved hurts, family 
expectations, denominational demands, 
peer pressure, economic opportunity and 
social ideology steer the ship.

compartmentalization of 
“ just Bible” or “ just theology.” 
Specialization would no longer be 
separated from self-involvement. 
Compelling scholarship from 
Kraybill and others would 
still be needed, but the shift 
to “the ancient non-european 
consciousness” would give 
scholars permission to take their 
specialty off the leash and let it 
interact with real life. This would 

theological convictions accessed 
from experts dropping knowledge 
from their ivory towers. I read 
books and compartmentalize 
these ideas in my head. 
Unfortunately, correct information 
rarely leads to compelling 
transformation because deep 
fears, unresolved hurts, family 
expectations, denominational 
demands, peer pressure, economic 
opportunity and social ideology 
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Tommy Airey is 
the co-editor of 
RadicalDiscipleship.
net and is working 
on his first book, 
Descending Like a 
Dove: Adventures in 
Decolonizing White 
Evangelicalism. 

suppression of wages, addiction 
and mental illness, ecological 
devastation and voter suppression, 
water shutoffs and privatization of 
the commons. These are life-and-
death issues that require specifics. 
Yet this kind of confession is 
rarely practiced in the seminary 
and the sanctuary. 

In conversations on social 
media, over meals, at weddings, 
holiday gatherings and even Bible 
studies and church potlucks, when 
the topic turns to the real roots 
of our crises—white supremacy, 
austerity and militarized 
American exceptionalism—it 
often becomes an emotionally 
triggering event for conversation 
partners. People go away. “This 
teaching is difficult,” many of 
Jesus’ former disciples lamented, 
“who can accept it?” (John 6:60). 
This sound of silence continues 
to be a painful cost of my own 
discipleship. 

Yet this relational ghosting 
is nothing compared to the hell 
people are catching from what 
Lorde called “living structures 
defined by profit, by linear power, 
by institutional dehumanization.” 
A commitment to loving our 
neighbors—next door, across 
the tracks and beyond borders—
requires our outspoken advocacy 
and solidarity. We echo the 
original radical disciples in 
the face of the powerful and 
privileged: “As for us, we cannot 
keep from speaking about 
what we have seen and heard” 
(Acts 4:20). From the very 
beginning, costly discipleship was 
confessional, no matter how hard 
it was to hear.

 More and more, my journey 
with the crucified God of grace 
has become an invitation to 
confess my own struggles to be 
open-hearted and emotionally 
expressive. It is so easy and 

A commitment 
to loving our 
neighbors—next 
door, across the 
tracks and beyond 
borders—requires 
our outspoken 
advocacy and 
solidarity. 

natural for me to stay safe, above 
the fray, calculated and controlled, 
instead of throwing in with a 
messy, dangerous quest for justice 
generated by self-donating love. 
Discipleship dares me to proclaim 
from the rooftops what I can 
barely whisper alone in the dark. 
I desperately need a beloved 
community to nurture me as I 
hurry and hobble along the way. 

I’m slowly learning that my 
own Anabaptist discipleship can 
no longer afford to be conflict 
avoidant. Counting the cost 
of confession beckons all of us 
“doing theology” to expose the 
tension that inevitably arises 
among (1) the historical context 
of our Bible readings, (2) the 
root causes of oppression in our 
world and (3) the tangle of divine 
truth and vested interests within 
each of us. When our theology is 
divorced from confessing these 
specifics, we always run the risk of 
downside-up detours. And these 
bear the real cost.
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IVAN* KNOWS WHAT war and 
chaos are and what it means to 
live in total uncertainty. However, 
despite circumstances that do 
not favor Christian education, he 
made the decision to study at a 
Ukrainian Christian educational 
institution. He lives in the 
territory now under control of 
the Donetsk People’s Republic, 
which appeared in 2014 as a result 
of pro-Russian forces invading 
eastern Ukraine. These events 
are still the subject of media 
discussion all over the world. Ivan 
offers the following account of his 
experience and the ministry he 
continues amid the adversity. 

When the war started, many 
people from our church moved: 
everyone who wanted to escape 
the war. I was one of them. I went 
to my older brother, who lives in 
western Ukraine. I stayed there for 
a few months, but then our parents 
told us that a missile exploded 
near their house, so I returned to 
help them. When I returned home 
and attended my church, I realized 
that my place is here. I saw that 
there is much work in the church 
and very few workers available. 

I decided to stay. 
Once ours was a strong 

church with abundant human Mennonite Mission Network and Ivan

Discipleship 
in the Donetsk 
People’s 
Republic 

resources. After the war started, 
active church members moved. 
Those who remained had no 
other choice but to start doing 
something; otherwise the church 
would close its doors. We started 
to do something. 

We regularly visit the border 
districts close to the demarcation 
line, where even now severe 
shooting often takes place, 
and we visit an orphanage 
there. We also organized a club 
for teenagers on the church 
premises, with at least 20 teens, 
as well as a club for older youth. 

In the lives of many children 
and young people with whom 
we have fellowship, the war has 

left terrible scars. Some have lost 
family members or friends, some 
have had loved ones die in their 
arms, and some have survived 
bombings. People do not forget 
these things, and they suffer. 

It has made me sad to hear 
some people say this war is a 
punishment for our sins. From my 
observation, I can clearly see how 

A young man is 
studying to better 
serve his neighbors 
in a war-torn land.

A street in Odessa, Ukraine
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merciful God is toward us, how 
sufficient God’s grace is even in 
our circumstances, how people 
are starting to seek God and how 
people in the church have been 
changed, as if they are waking 
up after a sleep. 

Those who have suffered 
because of the war are actually 
the reason I decided to study 
at the seminary. I want to help 
them. I want to understand their 
needs and offer answers that 
could ease their pain and, most 
important, to be able to share 
about the One who can give 
them true hope in life.

Please pray for peace in 
our country, for children and 

youth who have had the war pass 
over them; pray for the outreach 
ministry of our church and for 
those of us who witness to people 
in Donetsk about the good news 
about Christ.

*Pseudonyms have been used for safety.
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AS A LOCAL BAND played 
“You are the most high God,” 
international guests from 
the global Anabaptist family 
swayed and sang at this year’s 
Renewal 2027 “The Holy 
Spirit transforming us” event at 
Nyamasaria Primary School’s 
auditorium in Kisumu, Kenya, 
and headquarters of Kenya 
Mennonite Church (KMC).

Mennonite World Conference’s 
annual event to commemorate 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation took place between 
meetings of the Executive 
Committee, Commissions and 
Networks and the triennial 
delegate meetings of the General 
Council.

A church born of the Spirit
Strengthened by the East 

Africa revival, KMC exemplifies 
the theme: “The Holy Spirit 
transforming us / Roho Mtakatifu 
Hutubadilisha Maisha” (Swahili).

Mennonite World Conference

Joy in  
the Spirit

In the 1930s, two 12-year-olds 
from the Mennonite church in 
Shirati, Tanzania, and Rebeka 
(“Speedy”) Kizinza—a person 
of peace whose urgency to share 
the good news motivated her 
hospitality and fast walking—
carried the gospel into regions 
where it was not known and 
inspired others to do the same.

“Across Kenya, at cooking 
fires, people gathered around the 
Word of God and repented of 
their sins,” said Tanzanian-born, 
now-retired Eastern Mennonite 
Missions worker David W. Shenk.

Shenk distilled four revival 
principles: Focus on Jesus while 
meeting regularly with Christians, 
confess sins, be dependent on 
Jesus and be joyful.

The revival continues: “As the 
Spirit of the Lord works in the 
church, we become more and 
more like Jesus,” said Francis 
Ojwang, one of the event masters 
of ceremonies.

“God is calling people from 
the Global South to bear witness 
to the gospel,” said Nelson 
Okanya, a native of Kenya, now 
president of USA-based EMM.

A Spirit of power
“Why does it matter to us that 

the first Christians were filled 
with the Holy Spirit?” asked 
plenary speaker Elisabeth Kunjam 

(Deacons Commission, India). 
Reflecting on Acts 2, she observed 
three reasons the 2,000-year-old 
event is significant today: The 
Holy Spirit continues to empower 
the church, the church is diverse 
and inclusive in nature and the 
church displays a foretaste of the 
kingdom of God.

The problems facing our 
generation call for the church’s 
active intervention, said Kunjam. 
“The Holy Spirit’s empowerment...
within the global Anabaptist 
family is needed for the church 
to raise up a standard that bears a 
witness to the world.”

“Where does the Holy Spirit 
go? The Holy Spirit goes where 
people are waiting,” said plenary 
speaker Alfred Neufeld (Faith & 
Life Commission, Paraguay). 

A Spirit of transformation
“In the book of Revelation, 

testimonies defeat the enemies,” 
said Barbara Nkala (Regional 
Representative, Zimbabwe).

Nkala, Jürg Bräker (Deacons 
Commission, Switzerland) and 
Oscar Suárez (YABs Committee, 
Colombia) shared testimonies of 
the Holy Spirit working in local 
churches.

Leaders with strong spirits
Philip Okeyo, KMC 

moderator and bishop, led a 
ceremony to honor retired leaders 
of KMC, whose bodies may be 
weak but whose spirits are strong.

Musa Adongo thanked God 
for the blessings received. Joshua 
Okello encouraged the church to 
carry on sharing the gospel.

Rebecca Osiro, MWC vice 
president and ordained KMC 
pastor, said it was a great honor 
to be in solidarity with the global 
church in Kenya. 

Songs, testimonies 
and biblical reflection 
celebrate the Holy 
Spirit at Renewal 2027

Participants in Renewal 2027 arrive and register at Nyamasaria School in Kisumu, Kenya.
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Books for summer 
—or anytime

Gordon Houser is editor of The Mennonite.

TWICE EACH YEAR I use this 
column to review books I believe 
are worth reading. Here are some 
to consider for your summer (or 
anytime) reading. 
What Are We Doing Here?: 
Essays by Marilynne Robinson 
(Farrar, Straus and Giroux) focuses 
on our political climate and the 
mysteries of faith. Robinson is 
intelligent and outspoken. “I 
am too old to mince words,” she 
writes, and notes that these essays 
reflect “matters of urgency…that 
arise from the way we think now.” 
Worthy: Finding Yourself in a 
World Expecting Someone Else 
by Melanie Springer Mock (Herald 
Press) uses memoir to show how 
she learned she’s had “enough of 
feeling I am not enough, just as I 
am.” I like her emphasis on how 
language “establishes how we see 
God, and thus how we see each 
other.”
Plantation Jesus: Race, Faith 
and a New Way Forward by Scott 
Welch and Rick Wilson with Andi 
Cumbo-Floyd (Herald Press) is a 
needed book for our time. Using 
many examples, it introduces 
readers to “Plantation Jesus: a god 
who is comfortable with pain and 
suffering, an idol who can only 
exist in oppression and codified 
bigotry.” This is an excellent 
source for Sunday school or study 
groups. 
A Guide to Christian Spiritual 
Formation: How Scripture, 
Spirit, Community and Mission 
Shape Our Souls by Evan B. 

Howard (BakerAcademic) draws on 
Scripture, history and stories of 
people as he considers the basics, 
elements, practice and ministry of 
Christian spiritual formation. 
Subversive Sabbath: The 
Surprising Power of Rest in a 
Nonstop World by A.J. Swoboda 
(Bazos Press) is a thorough look 
at Sabbath in relation to us, 
others, creation and worship. It 
is subversive, Swoboda writes, 
because it “proves an awkward fit 
in our fast-paced, work-drunk, 
production-obsessed world.”
In the Beauty of Holiness: Art 
and the Bible in Western Culture 
by David Lyle Jeffrey (Eerdmans) 
is a beautiful coffee-table book 
that considers “the meaning 
for Christian art in Western 
culture of two qualities: beauty 
and holiness.” Jeffrey shows how 
Jewish and Christian artists 
“point us toward possibilities and 
meanings that…heighten our 
appreciation of mortal beauty 
while we have it.”
The Monk’s Record Player: 
Thomas Merton, Bob Dylan and 
the Perilous Summer of 1966 
by Robert Hudson (Eerdmans) 
will be especially pleasing to 
readers drawn to these two 
important figures. Hudson writes 
that Merton and Dylan “were 
two of the most brilliant and 
controversial figures of the 20th 
century, and their influence has 
shaped our century as well.”

WHAT I’M 
WATCHING 
THIS MONTH

Tully

Directed by Jason Reitman

Faces Places

Directed by  
Agnès Varda and JR

Lean on Pete 

Directed by  
Andrew Haigh

In this film, a mother of three 
develops a bond with the 
nanny she hires to help with her 
children. It mixes comedy with 
exploring women’s identity, 
motherhood and parenting. But 
the plot has loose ends, and a 
trick ending diminishes the effect.

In this French documentary from 
2017, Varda and JR travel through 
rural France and create portraits 
of people, then paste large prints 
onto buildings. The film shows 
the power of art to bring healing, 
enhance community and help us 
see our world in new ways.

This coming-of-age film is set 
among the poor, too little seen in 
movies. A teenage boy befriends 
a horse that helps him deal with 
his father’s death. A series of 
misfortunes threatens to make 
the film melodramatic, but 
Haigh’s direction and some fine 
acting save it.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH   |  Portobello burgers with green olive tapenade
You can find the recipe on our website at themennonite.org/hungryhounds

JOIN THE  
CONVERSATION:

facebook.com/theMennonite
twitter.com/theMennoniteInc

instagram.com/theMennoniteInc

“We need to engage 
and critique our 
understandings and 
experiences of healthy 
sexuality and harmful 
sexuality on a regular 
basis. Sexuality is a 
part of what makes 
us human and should 
not be isolated from 
our spiritual life as 
individuals or as 
communities of faith.”

—Indigo Rey Miller, 
a registered nurse and is pursuing a master’s 

degree in public health at Boston University

QUOTABLE

2.1K
‘Let’s talk about sex’ has  
taken on new meaning

by Indigo Rey Miller

1.9K
Rethinking Mennonites’ 

approach to Israel  
and Palestine

by Lisa Schirch

1.8K
MCC U.S. and MCC Canada 

statement on human 
resources framework

by MCC U.S. and MCC Canada

1.3K
Seven questions with... 

Glen Guyton

by Sheldon C. Good

MOST-READ  
ONLINE-ONLY POSTS

Pioneers in ministry
Guillermo Torres (left) 
and Mac Bustos (right)—
pictured here in 1964 at a 
church worker’s retreat in 
Tiskilwa, Ill.—were pioneers 
in ministry among Latino 
Mennonite congregations. 
Torres became the first full-
time pastor at the Primera 
Iglesia Evangélica Menonita 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1958. In 
1963, Bustos and his wife, 
Maria, founded the Segunda 
Iglesia Evangélica Menonita 
in Davenport, Iowa. Gladys 
Widmer, a longtime mission 
worker in Puerto Rico, and 
the Mennonite Board of 
Missions provided critical 
early support for both 
congregations.

Source: Gladys Widmer Papers, 
1909-2006. HM1-675. Box 4, 
Folder 19. Mennonite Church 
USA Archives. Elkhart, Ind.

FROM THE ARCHIVES



32    JUNE 2018  •   THEMENNONITE .ORG

OPINION

Forbearance is forever

WHEN I RETURNED to Allegheny 
Mennonite Conference (AMC) at 
the call of its Leadership Council 
in 2016, I knew the road ahead 
would be fraught with questions, 
anger, misunderstanding, lament, 
plus praise and joy, relief and new 
energy. This anticipated mixture 
was what drew me and also gave 
me pause. Enjoying my first 
pastoral assignment in 23 years 
in Newport News, Va., after a 
successful tenure developing an 
interdenominational continuing 
care retirement community 
in western Pennsylvania, the 
congregation I was serving, 
Huntington Mennonite Church, 

congregations who saw this step as 
a bridge too far.

Theological and polity concerns 
covered the continuum. What 
once was a conference of 37 
congregations would soon be 18 
and later be 12.

I read a report about South 
Central Conference making 
provision for congregations to be 
members of the conference but not 
members of Mennonite Church 
USA. Outgoing SCC moderator 
Gary Wolfer said, “As of today, 
what we have is a forbearance 
perspective, but there will come a 
day when that ends.” 

If this is saying that patience 
will likely run out and there 
will be more division in the 
denomination, I sadly agree. If it 
is saying forbearance should be 
put away in the future because 
tolerance or forbearance is not the 
highest of ideals, then I offer a 
perspective the Apostle Paul called 
for as a regular, forever practice in 
the church.

In Romans 14-15, Paul places 
forbearance at the center of 
Christian ethics and at the center 
of what it means to love one 
another as Christ loves us. There is 
no expiration on forbearance.

Indeed there is paradox here: 
“Stop passing judgment on one 
another” (14:13). Don’t “put any 
stumbling block or obstacle in the 
way of a brother or sister” (14:13). 
“Do not let what you know is 
good be spoken of as evil” (14:16). 
“Make every effort to do what 
leads to peace” (14:19). “Each of 
us should please our neighbors 
for their good, to build them 
up” (15:2). “Accept one another, 
then, just as Christ accepted you, 

in order to bring praise to God” 
(15:7).

The two paradoxical resolutions 
coming out of Kansas City 2015 
forced MC USA to live into 
Romans 14-15 as policy. We have 
been called to live into what it 
means to live together in peace. 
We have not been called to live 
together in agreement.

As I came to AMC, my goal 
was to lead a conference reeling 
from the inability of many to 
forebear. Loving God and loving 
neighbor call for no expiration on 
forbearance.

AMC is staking its future 
around three priorities:
1. We value relationships, so we 

commit ourselves to be present 
at three gatherings each year 
to share what God is doing in 
our various places, so that we 
can celebrate and counsel one 
another.

2. We value diversity of thought 
and practice so that we can 
sharpen one another in 
extending the reign of God in 
our home communities.

3. We value staying at the table, 
not imposing our agenda on one 
another yet discerning together 
how God is speaking to our 
conference and congregations.
We hope to follow Jesus, be 

compassionate, respond to real 
stuff, make allies and laugh often. 

PERSPEC TIVES FROM READERS

David E. Mishler is 
conference minister 
for Allegheny 
Mennonite 
Conference.

According to Paul, 
there is no expiration 
on forbearance.  
and I were getting our footing, and 
ministry was happening within 
and beyond the congregation. 

Why did I decide to accept 
a call to return to a conference 
leadership role in a conference that 
was in pain, experiencing some 
two-thirds of its congregations 
withdrawing from Mennonite 
Church USA and AMC? Partly 
because the landscape was 
familiar.

But I also hoped to live into 
my deep sense of call to work at 
Romans 14 and 15 in real time in 
the real life of the church.

AMC had just come through 
a significant “reconciliation” 
process, reinstating Hyattsville 
(Md.) Mennonite Church to full 
membership. The measure to 
reinstate passed by one vote, and 
the stage was set for departures by 



THEMENNONITE .ORG  •   JUNE 2018    33

NE W VOICES

I DIDN’T GRADUATE from 
seminary with a lot of pastoral 
care experience. So I found 
myself at a loss when, for the first 
20 months of my ministry, my 
congregation averaged a funeral 
every four to six weeks. Also, 
the pastoral staff attended to 
several other delicate pastoral-care 
situations. I had a steep learning 
curve, and, in addition to prayer 
and my co-pastor, my greatest 
pastoral-care instructor during 
this time was an historian.

Dr. Kate Bowler taught my 
American Christianity survey 
course at Duke Divinity School. 
The fall after I graduated, she was 
diagnosed with Stage IV colon 
cancer at age 35. As a result of 
reading her blog, and then her 
memoir, Everything Happens 
for a Reason (And Other Lies I’ve 
Loved), I formed a pastoral-care 
philosophy that is less about 
providing answers and more about 
being present. 

In her book, Bowler writes: 
“[as] an historian, I have never 
spent any time teaching [my 
students] how to perform 
baptisms, officiate weddings or 
conduct funerals. And I have 
certainly never told them what to 
say when they visit someone who 
is dying and how not to sit on her 
couch, mouth full of cookies, and 
ask endless questions about how 
cancer treatment works. I did not 
tell them how few of their words 
are needed but how much their 
hands are wanted, a hand on my 
back as I tear up, a hand on my 
head for a soft prayer of healing. 
When I feel I am fading away, 
these hands prop me up and make 
me new.”

The gift of presence
Although it’s true that she 

didn’t explicitly address pastoral 
care during lecture, she did teach 
me these lessons at a time in 
my ministry when I desperately 
needed guidance.

In the midst of tragedy, people 
often look to pastors for answers. 
But I’m getting more comfortable 
saying, “I don’t know.” I try to 
show up, listen and offer hugs 
when requested. 

responsibilities before I even 
asked. Time with family meant 
my absence from Easter Sunday, 
baptisms and a funeral in the 
congregation. Both the strangers 
in Dallas and the folks in my 
congregation gave me the gift of 
presence.

It wasn’t the assurances of 
“at least she died peacefully” or 
“she lived a nice long life” that 
were the most comforting but 
those strangers and friends who 
offered a shoulder to cry on, an 
early-morning ride to the airport, 
or permission to relinquish work 
responsibilities. These people 
didn’t try to qualify or explain my 
grief; they just showed up. 

Tragedy, grief and death—no 
matter when they occur—will 
always feel like a punch to the 
gut. They are the uncontrollable 
parts of the lives we so desperately 
try to control. We flail about, 
desperate for equilibrium, and it is 
the people who surround us with 
their presence that pull us back 
with their centering love. They 
incarnate God’s presence. 

“What if being people of the 
gospel,” asks Bowler, “meant that 
we are simply people of good 
news? God is here. We are loved. 
That is enough.” What if we as the 
church sought to explain suffering 
less by glossing over it with trite 
phrases and more by readily 
entering into it with love?

BY AND ABOUT YOUNG ADULTS

I try to show up, 
listen and offer 
hugs when 
requested.

I have not perfectly practiced 
this philosophy and have a lot to 
learn. But I have been convinced 
of the importance of presence over 
prescription in pastoral care. Not 
only have I sought to practice it, 
I’ve experienced it as well.

Recently, I was in Dallas, 
Texas, for a campus visit when I 
learned that my grandmother had 
died during the night. I cried over 
Grandma in a stranger’s guest 
room. I told my hostess what 
happened, and this person, who I 
had only met hours before, offered 
me a hug and two dogs to snuggle. 
She then contacted people at the 
school so that when I arrived 
on campus later that morning, I 
received not only sympathy but 
a more open schedule. And they 
let me make phone calls from the 
graduate director’s office.

Likewise, my co-pastor 
and congregation abounded 
in generosity, granting me 
permission to step away from 

Regina Wenger  is 
co-pastor at Central 
Mennonite Church, 
Archbold, Ohio. 
This fall, she will be 
a full-time doctoral 
student in history at 
Baylor University.
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LEADERSHIP F IELD NOTES

GLEN GUYTON 
INSTALL ATION TO TAKE 
PL ACE IN AUGUST

An installation for Glen 
Guyton as the incoming 
executive director of 
Mennonite Church USA 
will take place Aug. 18 at 
College Mennonite Church 
in Goshen, Ind. All are invited 
to attend. Guyton began 
serving as executive director 
on May 1.

DE LEON-HARTSHORN 
NAMED ASSOCIATE 
EXECUTIVE DIREC TOR 
FOR OPER ATIONS

Iris de León-Hartshorn is 
transitioning into the new 
role of associate executive 
director for operations. She 
has served the denomination 
in various roles since 1996, 
most recently as director of 
transformative peacemaking. 
In her new role, she will 
serve as chief of staff and 
key adviser to the executive 
director. She lives in  
Portland, Ore.

AMBS APPOINTS L APP 
VICE PRESIDENT AND 
AC ADEMIC DEAN

The Board of Directors of 
Anabaptist Mennonite 
Biblical Seminary, Elkhart, 
Ind., has appointed Beverly 
Lapp of Goshen, Ind., as 
the seminary’s new vice 
president and academic 
dean, beginning July 1. 
Lapp succeeds Rebecca 
Slough, who will retire June 
30 after having served 11 
years as vice president and 
academic dean—teaching 
in worship and the arts, 
Christian formation and field 
education.

UPDATES

Spiritual entrepreneurs
THE PHILOSOPHER Nassim 
Taleb writes forcefully about the 
importance of entrepreneurs. 
Entrepreneurs take chances 
and live with the consequences. 
Whether they succeed or 
fail, their experience benefits 

flat, connected world is making 
these assessments more quickly 
than ever. We’re cleaning out 
our closets and doing it in record 
time.

What will replace those items 
we’ve discarded? No one is quite 
sure. It will take those with a 
unique courage and calling to 
step into the gap and dare to 
offer new ideas and forms built 
on the wisdom of the past but 
designed to be used today.

For our church, those 
entrepreneurs will be looking 
to build on Anabaptist theology 
and the best of Mennonite 
history but offer it in ways 
intelligible to a culture that 
appears bent toward secularism 
on the one hand but expresses 
a deep spiritual longing on the 
other.

For our nation, we need a 
movement of people dedicated 
to seeking justice but who 
recognize that the shortcut of the 
sword only perpetuates injustice, 
never ends it. Where will they be 
formed if not in the church?

There’s a lot riding on 
these men and women with a 
calling to break new ground. 
Following the Spirit of God, 
buoyed by communities of faith 
centered on Jesus, these spiritual 
entrepreneurs are serving us 
all in ways that may not always 
be apparent now but will 
reverberate long into the future.

We’re in a time 
when institutions, 
practices and 
attitudes are being 
examined for their 
usefulness and 
fairness.

the broader society. Valuable 
information is mined from the 
challenging effort of building 
something new. And so the 
next entrepreneur goes out and 
incorporates the knowledge 
and avoids the mistakes of 
predecessors, striving for the 
balance of creativity and received 
wisdom that moves people and 
cultures forward.

I thought of this often at the 
Sent 2018 conference held in May. 
Church planters, whether they are 
starting from scratch or helping 
revitalize a church community 
with new approaches, are the 
spiritual entrepreneurs who will 
be crucial in our church moving 
forward. And for our nation 
moving forward as well.

We’re in a time when 
institutions, practices and 
attitudes are being examined for 
their usefulness and fairness. A 

FROM MENNONITE CHURCH USA

Jason B. Boone is the coordinating minister 
for the Peace and Justice Network with 
Mennonite Mission Network.
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GRACE AND TRUTH

A WORD FROM PASTORS

SOMETIMES I THINK of the 
kingdom of God, or the divine 
commonwealth, as a strategy for 
being human. We rightly make 
plans to live the way of Jesus. Like 
Jesus, we pray, not just when we 
feel like it but regularly—in the 
mornings, at meals, before bed, 
with small groups, on retreat, 
with our congregations and as 
the email requests arrive. Like 
Jesus, we prioritize worship. 
We show up together, confess 
our waywardness, listen to 
God’s Word, share a meal and 
commission one another. 

And as we engage God’s 
mission in the world, we plan 
for it. We commit to voluntary 
service in our young adult years or 
retirement. We pursue a vocation 
that expresses our faith. We seek 
justice and peace through advoca-
cy, activism and organizing. We 
accept a role in our congregation. 
We help others by hauling the 
recycling, setting up a weekly pill 
dispenser, running an errand or 
making an extra meal.

It all takes planning. Yet 
Jesus’ expression of the divine 
commonwealth often includes 
surprising new developments that 
overtake his plans. Interrupting 
a snack-on-the-go with his 
disciples, Jesus finds himself 
challenging Pharisees on the 
true meaning of Sabbath (Mark 
2:23-28). En route to heal a youth, 
Jesus’ plans shift when a local “lost 
cause” becomes a living testimony 
of faith and healing (Mark 5:24-
34). During a leadership retreat 
and respite in a season of grief, 
Jesus seizes an opportunity to 
share the ancient good news of a 
manna economy and equips his 

apostles to feed multitudes (Mark 
6:30-44). 

I was certified recently in 
Human Systems Dynamics, 
and one simple tool I learned 
is adaptive action, a process of 
asking three simple questions.

adapt earlier plans we have made. 
One day last month, I had an 

appointment to discuss a shared 
ministry issue with a leader in 
our congregation. In our first 10 
minutes together I realized I just 
needed to listen to his thoughts 
and feelings about the “big 
picture”—ministry, family, work 
and faith—rather than the project 
details that were on my agenda. 

Likewise, after our local justice 
coalition received a grant to host 
a clergy conference, we began to 
make our plans but learned that 
our local NAACP was interested 
in collaborating on a religious 
leaders summit. In order to 
respond to these new conditions, 
we had to adapt our plans and 
timeline as we engaged a new 
partner. We had to articulate our 
purpose in a new context. The 
outcome was different from and 
better than what we originally 
envisioned. The diverse gathering 
of 50 leaders focused on social 
justice and built relationships 
across our community. 

Rather than leading from a 
desire to control outcomes, let’s 
create plans that are flexible 
and can be readily adapted as 
conditions change and the Spirit 
brings new opportunity. God’s 
plan for the whole cosmos is a 
divine commonwealth, realized 
both through strategy and 
adaptive action. 

Strategy and adaptive action

Jennifer Davis 
Sensenig is pastor 
of Community 
Mennonite Church in 
Harrisonburg, Va.

The Gospel stories 
often give us clues 
as to what is going 
on in Jesus’ 
environment. 

What? This is a data collection 
question. What is going on? 
What do you know for sure? 
What patterns do we see? What is 
surprising? Rather than assuming 
we already know what is going on, 
asking What? is useful because 
it gives us an opportunity to 
observe conditions afresh. The 
Gospel stories often give us clues 
as to what is going on in Jesus’ 
environment. 

So what? This is the analysis 
question. So what is (or is not) 
working? So what have I tried 
in the past? So what have we 
learned? So what options do 
we have? Some of us get lost 
in describing every detail of 
the complex situations we face. 
Others of us exhaust ourselves 
with analysis. 

Now what? Now what will 
I do to make a difference? Now 
what will we try to do to shift the 
patterns of sin, evil, oppression? 
Now what is my next wise action? 
The Now what? question moves 
us into action and sometimes 
requires us to relinquish or to 
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FOR THE RECORD

 DEATHS 

Glanzer, Lillian Clara Tieszen, 100, 
Marion, S.D., died April 3. Spouse: 
Reuben E. Glanzer (deceased). Parents: 
Dr. Isaac P. Tieszen and Katie Graber 
Tieszen. Children: Joanne Nickel, 
Janet Parnell, Dr. Elroy Glanzer, 
Arden Glanzer, LaDean Silberhorn, 
Dr. Loren Glanzer; 19 grandchildren; 
47 great-grandchildren; 12 great-
great-grandchildren. Funeral: April 
16 at Salem-Zion Mennonite Church, 
Freeman, S.D.

Halteman, Paul N., 91, Souderton, 
Pa., died May 1. Spouse: Arlene Moyer 
Halteman. Parents: John S. and Mary 
Nice Halteman. Children: Steven 
Paul Halteman, Brian Halteman, 
Joanne Stauffer, Betsy Gehman; 10 
grandchildren; 25 great-grandchildren. 
Funeral: May 6 at Franconia Mennonite 
Church, Telford, Pa.

Horst, Melvin E., 89, Sarasota, 
Fla., died Jan. 14. Spouse: Edith 
Horst. Spouse: Pauline Martin Horst 
(deceased). Parents: Albert C. and 
Elma Kornhaus Horst. Children: 
Joanne Lehman, Melva Huebert, 
Karen Cobb; eight grandchildren; 16 
great-grandchildren; two great-great-
grandchildren. Funeral: Jan. 20 at 
Leetonia Mennonite Church,  
Leetonia, Ohio.

King, Lois Maxine Meyer, 91, Walnut 
Creek, Ohio, died April 19. Spouse: 
Paul O. King (deceased). Parents: 
Elmer and Sarah Liechty Meyer. 
Children: Sara King Yoder, David 

King, Daniel King, Miriam Blosser; 
seven grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren. Funeral: April 24 at 
Martins Creek Mennonite Church, 
Millersburg, Ohio.

Kleinsasser, Amos J., 93, Freeman, 
S.D., died April 21. Spouse: Kathryn 
E. Hofer Kleinsasser. Parents: Joe 
K. and Julia P. Schrag Kleinsasser. 
Children: Robert Kleinsasser, Michael 
Kleinsasser; three grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren. Funeral: April 
25 at Hutterthal Mennonite Church, 
Freeman.

Loucks, Vera Mae Blosser, 94, 
Elkhart, Ind., died May 8. Spouse: 
LaMar E. Loucks (deceased). Parents: 
Chester and Florence Gongwer 
Blosser. Children: Lynn Loucks, 
Lauren Loucks; nine grandchildren; 
nine great-grandchildren. Funeral: 
Olive Mennonite Church, Elkhart.

Miller, Delmer R., 89, Lakewood, 
Colo., died April 5, of a traumatic 
brain injury sustained from a fall. 
Spouse: Ruth M. Eigsti Miller. Parents: 
John and Edith Miller. Children: 
Tim Miller, Julie Clauson; four 
grandchildren. Memorial service: 
April 12 at The Bridge Church at Bear 
Creek, Lakewood, Colo.

Miller, Phineas Jr., 66, Hartville, 
Ohio, died April 3. Spouse: Sylvia 
Yoder Miller. Parents: Phineas and 
Emma Schlabaugh Miller. Children: 
Steven Miller, Ryan Miller, Matthew 
Miller; seven grandchildren. Funeral: 
April 7 at Maple Grove Mennonite 
Church, Hartville.

Yoder, Anna Mary, 85, Goshen, 
Ind., died Dec. 23, the result of a 
stroke. Spouse: Kenneth E. Yoder. 
Parents: Chris and Anna Mary Fisher 
Smoker. Children: Anita Price, Steven 
Yoder, Carlton Yoder, Stan Yoder; 
five grandchildren; one great-
granddaughter. Funeral: Dec. 29 
at Bonneyville Mennonite Church, 
Bristol, Ind.

To submit births, marriages or deaths, 
log on to themennonite.org, use the 
“About Us” tab and select “Contact Us” 
from the drop-down menu. You may 
also use email, editor@themennonite.
org, or mail, 3145 Benham Ave., Suite 4, 
Elkhart, IN 46517. 

For the record
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CLASSIFIEDS

CL ASSIFIEDS

James Street Mennonite Church, 
an Anabaptist congregation that 
gathers in Lancaster City, Pa., has 
an opening beginning Aug. 1, for 
a minister of music and worship. 
Duties include leading music and 
worship two times per month, 
resourcing music and worship 
leaders, developing annual worship 
themes, etc. This is a half-time 
position but could increase to 
additional time depending on 
the candidate’s gifts and interests. 
James Street Mennonite Church is 
an active member of Atlantic Coast 
Conference and Mennonite Church 
USA. Contact Stan Shantz, lead 
pastor, at sshantz@jsmchurch.org or 
717-397-6707 for more information.

Museum director: Kauffman 
Museum, an affiliate of Bethel 
College, North Newton, Kan., 
seeks an inter-disciplinary, 
entrepreneurial full-time director. 
Nonprofit or private-sector 
leadership experience required, 
museum and/or appropriate 
teaching, library or business 
experience preferred. Minimum 
master’s degree in related field. 
Reviews began May 8 and will 
continue until position filled. For 
job description and application go 
to https://kauffman.bethelks.edu/
Director-Search-2018 EOE/AA

Director of operations and 
business development: Mennonite 
Services Northwest (MSNW), 
located on the Mennonite Village 
campus in Oregon’s beautiful 
Willamette Valley, is a faith-
based, nonprofit management 
company with expertise in 
providing life-enriching health 
and housing services to the aging 
and to individual’s experiencing 
developmental disabilities. The 
organization is currently seeking a 
director of operations and business 
development. At MSNW, you will 

be joining a highly compassionate 
team committed to enhancing the 
lives of others. To apply and find the 
full job description, please see the 
job posting on our career page at 
mennonitevillage.org/careers and 
attach a cover letter and résumé 
along with completion of the 
application. Closing date: June  
15, 2018.

Bethel College, North Newton, Kan., 
is currently accepting applications 
for the position of vice president 
for institutional advancement. 
The VPIA is the chief development 
officer for Bethel College, a member 
of the president’s cabinet and 
reports directly to the president.  The 
VPIA is responsible for leading and 
managing all aspects of the college’s 
comprehensive advancement 
program. Professional vita, three 
letters of reference and letter of 
application may be sent to Rosa 
Barrera, Assistant to the President, 
Bethel College, 300 E. 27th St., 
North Newton, KS 67117 or email 
rbarrera@bethelks.edu. Applications 
taken until position is filled. AA/EOE. 
For more information visit: www.
bethelks.edu/about/who-we-are/
career-opportunities/current-position-
openings

North Newton Guest Housing—
Serenity Silo, Barnview Cottage, 
Woodland Hideaway. Email or call 
for brochures: vadasnider@cox.net, 
316-283-5231. 

Lombard Mennonite Church 
seeks a full-time lead pastor or 
couple with a strong commitment 
to Anabaptist values and theology, 
including peace and justice, and 
skills in preaching, leadership, 
teaching and congregational 
care. M.Div. degree (or equivalent) 
required. Pastoral experience 
preferred. Racial-ethnic minority 

candidates and/or individuals 
with cross-cultural or international 
experience are encouraged to apply. 
FTE 1.0, or greater for a couple. LMC 
is a member of the Illinois Mennonite 
Conference and Mennonite Church 
USA. We are a vibrant Anabaptist 
congregation in the western suburbs 
of Chicago whose members come 
from diverse Christian backgrounds. 
Position open Sept. 1, 2018. 
Interested people should contact 
the Illinois Conference Executive 
Minister, Michael Danner, at 
michaeldanner@mennonite.net.

Ohio Conference—think you 
know us? Take another look. We 
are more than a flyover state—
we are a vibrant center for God’s 
mission in rural and small-town 
communities (and some urban 
too!) spanning Michigan, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania. We are seeking a 
conference minister who is ready 
to take up the challenge of leading 
a conference centered on Jesus and 
his call to make disciples. Accepting 
applications immediately with 
projected start date of Nov. 1, 2018. 
Find the full job description at: 
http://bit.ly/OHConferenceMinister. 
Women and people of color are 
strongly encouraged to apply. Send 
Ministerial Leadership Information 
form and a letter of interest by 
June 30 to Paula Snyder Belousek, 
Search Committee chair at pastor@
salemmennonite.com

North Baltimore Mennonite 
Church seeks a part-time associate 
pastor committed to Anabaptist 
values, with a readiness to nurture 
children, youth and families in their 
spiritual development. NBMC is a 
growing, vibrant urban fellowship. 
All candidates, regardless of race, 
gender or sexual orientation, are 
encouraged to apply. To express 
interest, contact Pastor Dave Greiser 
at pastor@bmoremenno.org.



THEMENNONITE .ORG  •   JUNE 2018    39

GLOBAL ANABAPTISM

STORIES FROM THE GLOBAL MENNONITE CHURCH

ON THE EVENING OF June 
13, 1925, a small group of 
Mennonites—representing six 
European countries and the 
United States—gathered for 
worship in Basel, Switzerland. 
The official reason for the meeting 
was to celebrate the 400th 
anniversary of the Anabaptist 
movement, but the discussions 
that followed also focused on 
coordinating relief efforts for 
Mennonite refugees in South 
Russia displaced from their homes 
by the Bolshevik Revolution and 
now facing severe famine. 

In 1930, the group reconvened 
in Danzig as the World Relief 
Conference, and again in 1936 
as the General Congress of 
Mennonites, to share reports from 
their various church bodies, reflect 
on their common heritage and 
collaborate in ongoing relief work. 
The gatherings, which eventually 
became known as the Mennonite 
World Conference (MWC), 
were not intended to be a formal 
ecclesial structure. Indeed, the 
North Americans and several 
other groups agreed to participate 
only if it was clear the worship 
services would not include 
Communion. But despite a crisis 
in World War II—when German 
Mennonites found themselves 
in armed combat against fellow 
believers in France and Holland—
the concept of MWC steadily 
gained broader support in the 
global Anabaptist-Mennonite 
community. 

Today, MWC remains a 
vibrant and growing organization. 
At a meeting in April of the 
MWC General Council in 
Limuru, Kenya, nearly 270 

Mennonite World Conference evolves

people representing 107 member 
groups from nearly 60 countries 
gathered for four days of 
exuberant worship, theological 
reflection, vigorous deliberation 
and warm table fellowship. 
Since 2009, MWC’s Global 
Mission Fellowship and Global 
Anabaptist Service Network 
have enabled dozens of national 
church conferences to collaborate 
in their witness to the world. 

as a disciplinary body—which 
has never been part of MWC’s 
mandate. 

Meanwhile, even as the forces 
of globalization are drawing us 
closer together, a sharpened sense 
of localism is emerging in some 
parts of the global Anabaptist 
family, particularly in North 
America. Some of this reflects a 
healthy view of the church as the 
local congregation, rooted in webs 
of relationships that are embedded 
in particular cultural contexts. But 
there is also a form of localism 
that reflects the spirit of our age. 
We are increasingly inclined 
to regard our congregations or 
conferences as self-sufficient 
entities, free from accountability 
to the larger national church, 
much less the global church. 

For nearly a century, MWC 
has fostered relationships 
across geography, culture and 
confession, reminding us that 
the church extends beyond our 
local congregation. We are part 
of a global movement that has a 
particular identity, even as that 
identity continues to be renewed 
and transformed. MWC is not 
perfect, and its role continues to 
evolve. 

But as it moves toward its 
100th birthday, MWC’s gift of 
nurturing global connections is 
more important than ever.

A sharpened sense 
of localism is 
emerging in some 
parts of the global 
Anabaptist family.

All these initiatives have helped 
foster a vision of an Anabaptist-
Mennonite church transcending 
the narrow tribalism, political 
loyalties and national boundaries 
that are the source of so much 
discord in the world. 

But the General Council 
meetings in Limuru also raised 
several significant challenges for 
the future of MWC.

Many churches in the 
global South, for example, have 
expressed the hope that MWC 
will exercise a stronger ecclesial 
function. The experience of Pink 
Menno’s presence at the MWC 
global assembly in Harrisburg, 
Pa., in 2015 prompted a strong 
call by some groups for MWC 
leaders to issue an unequivocal 
statement against LGBTQ 
inclusion. Implicit in this 
expectation is a view of MWC 

John D. Roth is 
professor of history 
at Goshen (Ind.) 
College, director 
of the Institute for 
the Study of Global 
Anabaptism and 
editor of Mennonite 
Quarterly Review.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Sheldon C. Good,
Executive director of The Mennonite, Inc.

Love community more than unity

Unity may not be 
what the church 
needs most.

COSTLY DISCIPLESHIP, the 
theme for this issue, comes 
from the words of Jesus (Luke 
14:25-33). The drafted Renewed 
Commitments for Mennonite Church 
USA says, “Through baptism we 
commit ourselves to live faithfully 
as Jesus’ disciples, no matter the 
cost.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a 20th-
century German Lutheran 
theologian and pastor, enshrined 
the idea in the minds of millions 
through his classic work The Cost 
of Discipleship, first published in 
1937. Bonhoeffer critiques “cheap 
grace” and calls followers of Jesus 
to “submit to the yoke of Christ.”

For people who experience 
systems of oppression, inequity 
and marginalization, paying a 
“cost” is no choice. Such people 
pay the cost of discipleship 
because of who they are, not 
because of a choice they’ve made.

I often hear church leaders talk 
about the importance of building 
unity in the church. I wonder, 
What is the cost of unity? What 
kind of unity are we even seeking? 

Do we seek unity in what 
we believe? In what our faith 
practices look like? In how we 
interpret and implement church 
documents? In what we discern to 
be the Holy Spirit’s calling?

Unity, for all its strengths, 
may not be what the Mennonite 
church needs most right now.

I have observed the language 
of unity used in a veiled attempt 
to convert someone to another 
perspective. Unity can pull a 
group toward the center in a way 
that folks—especially those on the 
margins—experience as a misuse 
of power, even if unintended.

I have witnessed this with 
attempts at consensus. Folks with 
minority perspectives withold 
sharing, strengthing a perception 
of unity, despite a lack of real 
unity. The Confession of Faith in 

a Mennonite Perspective says “it is 
better to wait patiently for a word 
from the Lord leading toward 
consensus than to make hasty 
decisions.” Are these really our 
only, and best, options?

Perhaps we need to build 
community more so than 
unity: This suggests that 
right relationship and mutual 
understanding are more valuable 
than (a perception of) unity.

In Life Together, Bonhoeffer 
says, “Those who love their dream 
of a Christian community more 
than they love the Christian 
community itself become 
destroyers of that Christian 
community, even though their 
personal intentions may be ever so 
honest, earnest and sacrificial.”

To love the community, more 
than a dream of unity, may be part 
of the cost of discipleship.


